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MEMOIRS OF THE

LIFE
OF THE

REV. GEORGE WHITEFIELD.

CHAP. I.

From his Birth) to his go272g to the University cf Oxford^
Anno Domini. 1732.

THIS eminent and pious servant cf Christ, Ms'.

George Whitef ield, ^vas born at Gloucester, on t!ie

sixteenth day of December, C). S. 1714. His father, Tho-
mas Whiiefield, nephew of the Rev. Mr. Samuel White-

field, of Rockhampton, in Gloucestershire*, was first bred

to the employment of a wine merchant in Bristol, but af-

terv/ards kept an inn in the city of Gloucester, In Bris-

tol he married Mistress Elizvibeth Edwards, who was re-

lated to the Elackwells and L)i.mours of tliat city ; by
whom he had six sons, and one daughter.! Of these,

* The Rev. INIr. Samuel Whitefield, threat- grandfather
of George, was born at AVantage in Berkshire, and was
Rector of North Ledyard in Wilishire. He rem.oved af-

terwards to Rockhampton. He had five daughters, two
of whom were married to clergymen, Mr. Perkins and
Mr. Lovingham ; arid tv;o sons, Snmucl, who succeeded
his iiUher in the euro of Rockhampton, and died without

issue ; and Andrev/, v/ho was a private gentleman, and
lived retired upon his estate. Andrev/ had fourteen c'il-

dren, of whom Thomas was the eldest, the Rither of Mr.

George Whitefield.

t Elizabeth, the daughter, was twice reputably married

at Bristol. John, his son, lies interred with the family, in

St. Mary Decrypt Church in Gloucester. Joseph died aa
infant. Andrew settled in trade at Bristol, and die(i in the

twenty-eighth year of his age. James was captain of a

ship, and died suddenly at Bath. Thomas and Richard
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George was the youngest ; who, being bereaved of his

father when only two years old, was regarded by his mo-
ther with a peculiar tenderness, and educated with more
than ordinary care.

He was early under religious impressions ; but the

bent of his nature, and the general course of his younger
years, as himself acknowledges* with expressions of
shame and self-condemnation, v/as of a very different kind.

Between the years of twelve and fifteen, he made a

good progress in the Latin classics, at the public school j

and his eloquence began to appear, even at that early pe-
riod, in the speeches Vvhich he delivered at the annual
visitations. It is probable the applause he received on
these occasions contributed to his fondness for theatrical

amusements ; from v/hence it has been insinuated, that

he learned his oratory upon tlie stage. This, however,
seems to have no other foundation than his acting a part
sojnetimes with his fellow-scholars ; particularly in cer-

tain dramatic performances prepared for them by their

master : for that he vv'as more indebted as an orator to na-

ture, than to art of any kind, must be evident to all per-
sons of discernment who were acquainted with him.—
Such could not fail to observe, that his eloquence was in a

great measure the effect ot his genius, and proceeded
chiefly from that peculiar assemblage of extraordinary
talents with which God had cndov/ed him.

Notwithstanding this, it appears, from his conduct, that

he cither had not yet discovered where hir> talents lay, or

could not fmd means to qualify himself for entering into

any profession v/here they might be properly exercised :

for, when he was about fifteen years of age, he declined

the pursuit of learning, and talked of getting an educa-

tion that v/ouid better fit him for busirjess. During this

period, he still continued to reside with his mother : and,

are still living. The father died December, 1716. The
inother continued a v/idow seven years, and was then mar-

ried to Mr. Longden, an Ironmonger in Gloucester, by
\vhom she had no issue. She died December, 1751, in

the seventy-first year of her age.
* See the two first parts of his Life at the beginning.

—
Confessions of a like nature are to be found in the wri-

tings of St. Augustin.



WHITEriELD. 5

as her circumstances v/ere" not then so easy as before, he

did not scruple to assist her in the business of the tavern.

But the prevailing bent of his genius began nov/ strongly
to discover itself; for even in this unfavorable situation he

composed several sei'mons, one of which he dedicated to

his eldest brother ;
and after having visited him at Bris-

tol, he came home with a resolution to abandon his present

employment, and to turn his thoughts a different way.
After this, being for some time disengaged from every

pursuit, and but poorly supported out of his mother's

scanty subsistence, he was in no small danger of being ut-

terly ruined by the influence of his former companions;
but it pleased God to break the snare, by filling him with

an abhorrence of their evil deeds.

About this time, the impressions of religion began
again to recover their influence in his breast ; and when
he was seventeen years of age he received the sacrament

of the Lord's supper. He now became more and more

watchful, both over his heart and conversation. He was

frequently employed in fasting and prayer, spent much of

his time in reading books of devotion, attended public

worship twice every day, and so deeply was he engaged
in these exercises, that his thoughts were constantly set

on the great things of religion.

CHAP. n.

From the time of his going to the Vniverdty of Oxford^ f»

his embarking for Georgia^ A. D. 1737.

WHEN Mr. Whitenefd arrived at eighteen, be was
sent to the University at Oxford, where he was again ex-

posed to the society of the wicked : but remembering his

former danger and deliverance, by the grace of God, he
resisted all their solicitations, and cultivated an acquaint-
ance with the Methodists, as the only persons that' seem-
ed to preserve a sense of religion through the whole of
their deportment.

It would be going Jjeyond our purpose to give an. ac*
count of the rise of Methodism : for this, the redder is

referred to the Rev. Mr. John Wesley's first Jcurnal,
' A 2
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But it may not be improper to notice the spirit of the age
\vhen it liist appeared. At that time, serious and practi-
cal Chrislianiiy in En^^land was in a very low condition ;

scriptural, experimenial reli.i^ion (which in the last centu-

jy used to bs the subject of the sermons and writings of

tiie clergy) v/as become quite unfashionable ;
and the only

thing ins-is'cd on was, a defence of the out-works of

Christianity against the objections of infidels. What was
the consequence ? The writings of infidels multiplied

every day, and infidelity made a rapid progress among
persons of every rank ; not because they were reasoned

into it by the force of argument, but because they were

kept strangers to Christ and the power of the gospel.
—

'We have a most affecting description of this, by Bishop
Biuler, whom none Vvill suspect of exaggerating the

fact:* " It is come, I know not how, to be taken for
**

granted, by many persons, that Christianity is not so
" much as a subject of enquiry ; but that it is, now at

<^
length, discovered to be fictitious ; and accordingly they

*' treat it as if in the present age this were an agreed
"
point among all people of discernment ; and nothing re-

*' mained but lo set it up as a principal subject of mirth
'' and ridicule ; as it were by -way of reprisals for its hav-
*'
ing so long interrupted the pleasures of the world.'*

Such was the state of religion in England, and Scotland

Avas greedily swallowing down the poison, when it pleased
God to raise up the ?.Iethodists, as instruments to revive

l)is work in the midst of abounding impiety, and bring

i-juillitudes, who had scarcely a form of godliness, to ex-

perience its quickening and renewing power.

Happy v/as it for Mr. Whitefield that there was a so-

ciety of ri,Iethodists at that time in Oxford ; but especially

that he became acquainted with the Rev. Mr. Charles

Wesley, by whom he was treated with particular kind-

ress. Such benefit did he receive under his ministry,

that he always accounted him his spiritual father. And
Mr. Wesley's reciprocal affection for him stands recorded

in the verses at the beginning of Mr. Wliitefield's second

and third Journals.

Like the other Methodists, Mr. \Vhitefieid now began

*
Preface to his Analogy^ May 1736.
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to live by rule, and to improve every moment of his time

to the best advantage. He received the communion every
Sabbath, visited the sick, and the jail prisoners, and read

to the poor. For daring to be thus singularly religious,

he soon incurred the displeasure of his fellow-students,

and felt the effects of it in their unkind behaviour. In

the mean time, he was- greatly distressed with melancholy
thoughts, which were augmented by excessive bodily
austerities. And at last, by reading, and perhaps misun-

derstanding, some mystic writers, he was driven to ima-

gine that the best method he could take was, to shut him-
self up in his study till he had perfectly mortified his own
will, and was enabled to do good without any mixture of

corrupt motives. He likewise imagined that he must re-

linquish external duties, and public worship, and lastly

(which was no small trial and affliction to-him) that he
must deny himself the pleasure of conversing with his

religious friends. In this pitiable state of mind Mr. C^

Wesley found him one day when he went to see him ;

apprized him of his danger, if he persisted in that way of

life, and recommended to him his brother as a person of

greater experience ; who readily gave him, from time to

lime, his friendly advice. Soon after this, however, he
carried his abstinence and fasting to such an extreme,
that his body was so emaciated and feeble, that he could'

hardly walk up stairs. His tutor therefore thought pro-

per to call a physician, and it appeared by the event he had

rightly judged in donig so ; for it pleased God to make the

physician's care and medicines successful to his recovery.
His bodily health being restored, his soul was likewise

filled with peace and joy in believing on the Son of God.
This joy was so great for some time, that, go where he

would, he could not help praising God continually in his

heart, and with som.e difficulty restrained himself from

doing it aloud. As he was urged lo go into the country
for confirming his health, he returned to his native air at

Gloucester, v/here (his mind now being happily enlight-

ened) he preferred the sacred writings to all other books,
and read them with constant prayer ; in which exercise

he found unspeakable delight and benefit. But inclination

conspired with duty to hinder him from conBtiing his

religion to himself. Having a heart formed for so*
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ciety and friendship, he could not think of shutting him-
self up in his closet, but made it his business to converse
with young persons, about his own time of life, in order
to awaken them to a sense of religion. God was pleased
soon to give success to his endeavors this way ; for seve-
ral of them joined with him, and, notwithstanding the

contempt they knew it would bring upon them, met to-

gether from time to time for religious exercises. He also

there read to some poor people in the town, twice or
thrice a wxek, and read and prayed with the prisoners in

the county goal every day.

Being now about twenty-one years of age, he was sent
for by Doctor Benson, Bishop of Gloucester

;
who told

him that, though he had purposed to ordain none under

twenty-three, yet he should reckon it his duty to ordain
him whenever he applied. Upon which, at the earnest

persuasion of his friends, he prepared for taking orders.

His behavior on this occasion was very exemplary. He
first studied the Thirty-Nine Articles, that he might be
satisfied of their being agreeable to Scripture. 1 hen he
examined himself by the qualificaiions of a minister men-
tioned in the New Testament, and by the questions that

he knew were to be put to him at his ordination. On the

Saturday, he was much in prayer for himself and those who
were to be ordained with him. On the morning of his

ordination (which was at Gloucester, Sunday, June 20,

1736) he rose early, and again read, with prayer, St. Paul's

Epistles to Timothy ; and, after his ordination, went to

the Lord's table.

The Sunday following, he preached his Sermon on
The Necessity and Benefit of Religious Society^ to a very
crowded auditory ; and that same week he set out for Ox-
ford, whither he inclined to go rather than to the parish
which the bishop would have given him, because it was
the place where he might best prosecute his studies, and
where he hoped his labours might be most useful.* Soon

* " Last Sunday in the afternoon I preached my first

" serm.on in the church where I was baptized, and also
" first received the sacram.ent of the Lord's Supper. Cu-
*'

riosity drew a large congregation togfether. The sight,
<' at first, a little awed me. But I was comforted with a
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after this, he was invited to officiate at the chapel of the

lower of London. The first lime he preached in London
was August, 1736, at Bishopsgate church. Having a very

young look, the people were surprised at his appearance,
and seemed to sneer as he v/ent up to the pulpit ;

but

they had not heard him long, v/hen their contempt was
turned into esteem, and their smiles into grave attention.

He continued at the tower tv/o months, preaching, cate-

chising, and visiting the soldiers
;

and several serious

young men came to hear his morning discourses on the

liOrd's day. In the mean time, the letters which the

Rev. Messieurs Wesleys and Inghavn wrote home from

Georgia made him long to go and preach the gospel in

those parts ; yet he waited till Providence should make
his way more clear, and, returning to Oxford, he found
himself very happy in his former employments, and had

much pleasure in reading Henry^s Commentary on the

Bible, a-id in the company of some religious young men^
who met together in his chamber every day.

Li November, 1736, he was again called from Oxford,
to minister at Dummer in Hampshire. This was a new
sphere of action, among poor, illiterate people ; but he
was soon reconciled to it, and thought he reaped no small

profit by conversing with them. Nevertheless, he con-

tinued his studies with unwearied application ; dividing
the day into three parts ; eight hours for sleep and meals,

eight for public prayers, catechising and visiting, and

" heart-felt sense of the Divine Presence ; and soon found
*' the advantage of having been accustomed to public
"
speaking when a boy at school, and of exhorting and

"
teaching the prisoners, and poor people at their private

"
houses, whilst at the University. By these means I was

"
kept from being daunted over-much. As 1 proceeded, I

"
perceived the lire kindled, till at last, though so young„

*' and amidst a crowd of those who knew me in my child-
" ish days, I trust I was enabled to speak with some de-
<'
gree of gospel authority. Some few mocked, but most,

" for the present, seemed struck : and I have since heard,
" that a complaint had been made to the Bishop, that I
" drove fifteen mad the first sermon. Trie worthy pre-
"late, as I am informed, wished that the mtidness might
" not be for^^otten before next Sunday."
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eight for study and retirement. During lils stay here, he

was invited to a very profitable curacy in London
;
but

did not accept it, as he was stiil intent upon going abroad.

Providence, at length, seemed to open a door to him ;
for

he received letters, containing what he thought to be an

invitation to go to Georgia, from Mr. John Wesley, whose

brother came over about this time to procure more labor-

ers. It is easy to judge how readily this proposal would

be embraced: and now, that he thought himself clearly

called (many things concurring to make his stay at home
less necessary) he set his affairs in order, and in January,

1737, went to take leave of his friends in Gloucester and

Bristol. At Gloucester, the congregations, when he

preached, were very large and very serious. At Bristol,

many persons were forced to return from the churches

where he was invited to preach, for want of room. He
went also to Bath, where he was kindly received, and

preached twice. But he did not stay long at any of these

places, bfang obliged to go to Oxford about the latter end

of February ; from whence he came up to London, to

wait upon Gen, Oglethorp and t'ne trustees for Georgia.
He was soon introduced to the ArclAishop of Canterbury,
and the Bishop of London, who both approved of his

going abroad. While he continued at London, wailing
for Gen. Oglethorp, he preached more frequently than he

had done before, and (greater numbers of people flocked

to -hear him. But, finding that the General was not likely

to sail for some time, and beieg under particular obliga-

tions to the Rev. ISIr. Sairioson Harris, minibter at Stone-

house in Gloucestershire, he went, at his re uest, to sup-

ply his charge, till he shouM disp j.ch some aflf.drs in Lor^-

don. There he wis veiy hiopy in his public ministra-

tions, but especi.dly in his retirements, which he used af-

terwards to reflect UDon wiih great satisfaction. On Mr.
Harris' return, he left Stonehoase, and upon repeated in-

vitations went a second lime to Bristol, where he preached
as usual, about five times a week. Here the multitudes

of his hearers stiil increased.* He was attended by per-

* " Some hung upon the rails, others climbed up the

"leads of the churcli, and altogether made the church it-

<• self so hot, with their breath, that the steam would fali

** from the pillars like drops of rain."
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sons of all ranks arid denominations ; private religious
societies were erected ;

a collection for the poor prison-
ers in Newgate was made twice or thrice a week ; and

large encouragement was offered to him if he would not

go abroad. During his stay at Bristol, which was from
the end of May to the twenty-first of Jtine, he paid a se-

cond short visit to Bath, where the people crowded, and

were seriously affected, as at Bristol, and no less than 160

pounds was offered for the poor of Georgia.
June 21, he preached his farewel sermon at Bristol ;

and towards the end of the discourse, when he came to

tell them, " it might be they would see him no more,'*

the whole congregation was exceedingly affected ; high
and low, young and old, burst into a flood of tears. Mul-

titudes, after sermon, followed him home weeping ; and

the next day he was employed, from seven in the morn-

ing till midnight, in talking and giving advice to those

who came to him, about the concerns of their souls, and

salvation.

From Bristol he went to Gloucester, and preached to a

very crowded auditory, and after staying a few days went
on to Oxford, where he had an agreeable interview with

the olher Methodists, and came to London about the end
of August.
Here he was invited to preach, and assist in adminis-

tering the sacrament, in a great many churches. The
congregations continually increased ; and generally on the

l^oi'd's day he used to preach four times to very large and

very much affected auditories, and to walk ten or twelve

miies in going to the different churches. His friends

began to be afraid he would hurt himself : but he used to

say, he found by experience the more he did, the more
he might do, for God.
His name was now put into the newspapers (though

without his consent or knowledge) as a young gentleman
going volunteer to Georgia, who was to preach before the

societies at their general quarterly meeting. This stirred

up the people's ctiriosity more and more. He preached,
on that occasion, his sermon on Early Piety^ which was

printed at the request of the societies. After this, for

near three months successively, there was no end of peo-
ple's flocking to hear him, and the managers of charity-
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schools were continually applying to him to preach for

the benefit of the children
;

for that purpose they procu-
red the liberty of the churches on other days of the week
besides the Lord's day ; and yet thousands went away
from the largest churches, not being able to get in. The
congregations were all attention, and seemed to hear as

for eternity. He preached generally nine times a week,
and often administered the sacrament early on the Lord's

day morning, when you might see the streets filled with

people going to the church with lanthorns in their hands,
and hear them conversing about the things of God.
As his popularity increased, opposition increased pro-

portionably. Some of the clergy became angry ; two of

them sent for him, and told him they would not let him

preach in their pulpits any more, unless he renounced
that pur: of the preface of his sermon on Regeneration

(lately published) wherein he wished " that his brethren

would entertain their auditories oftener with discourses

upon the new birth.
'*

Probably some of them were irri-

tated the more, by his free conversation with some of the

serious Dissenters, who invited Inm to their houses, and

repeatedly told him, " That if the doctrines of the new
birtli, and justification by faith, were preached powerfully
in the churches, there would be fev/ dissenters in Eng-
land." Nor was he without opposition even from some
of his friends. But, under these discouragements, he had

great comfort in meeting every evening with a band of

religious intimates, to spend an hour in prayer for the ad-

vancement of the gospel, and for all their acquaintance,
so fur as they knew their circumstances. In this he had

uncommon satisfaction : once he spent a whole night with

them in prayer and praise ;
and sometimes at midnight,

after he had been quite wearied with the labors of the

day, he found his strength renewed in this exercise, which

made him compose his sermon upon Intercession.

The nearer the time of his embarkation approached,
the more affectionate and eager the people grew. Thou-
sands and thousands of prayers were put up for him.

They would run and stop him in the alleys of the chur-

ches, and follow him with \vishful looks. But, above all,

it was hardest for him to part with his weeping friends at

Si, Dunstan's, where he helped to administer the sacra-
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nient to them, after spending the iiight before in prayer.
This parting was to him almost insupportable.

CHAP. III.

'From the time of his embarking for Geor^^ia^ to hin vt'

c?nbarking for England^ 1738.

IN the latter end of December, 1737*, he embarked lot

Georgia.* This was to him a new, and, at first appear-
ance, a very unpromising scene. The ship was fall of

soldiers, and there were near twenty women among them.

The captains, both of the soldiers and sailors, with the

surgeon, and a young cadet, gave him soon to understand

that they looked upon him as an impostor, and for a while

treated him as such. The first Lord's day, one of them

played on the hautboy, and nothing was to be seen but

cards, and little heard but cursing and blasphemy. This
was a very disagreeable situation; but it is worth while

to observe with what prudence he was helped to behave

among them, and how God was pleased to bless his pa-
tient and persevering endeavors to do them good.
He began with the officers in the cabin, in the way of

mild and gentle reproof ;
but this had little effect. f He

therefore tried what might be done between decks, among
the soldiers. And, though the place was not very com-
modious, he read prayers and expounded twice a day. At
first he could not see any fruit of his labor, yet it was en-

couraging to find it so kindly received by his new red-coat

* Here begins a manuscript of Mr. Whitefield, from
•which several passages are taken in the following account.
It is referred to by M. S.

t
" I could do no more for a season, than, whilst I was

"
writing, now and tlien turn my head, by v/ay of reproof,

*'to a lieutenant of the soldiers, who swore as thougli ho
*' was born of a swearing constitution. Now and then, he
" would take the hint, return my nod with— '

Doctor, I
" ask your pardon,' and then to his cards and swearinar
*'

again." M. S.

B
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parisliioncrs (as he calls them) many of whom submitted

cheerfully to be catechised about the lesson they had
heard expounded.

In this situation things continued for some time. But
all thi3 v/hile, he had no place for retirement, and there
vv'as no divine service in the great cabin, both which he

greatly desired. At last he obtained his wish : one day,

finding the ship captain a little inclined to favor him, he
asked him to suffer him nov/ and then to retire into the

round-house, where the captain slept, and offered him
inoney for the loan of it. The captain would not take the

money, but readily granted his request. Soon afterwards,
Ihe military captain hciving invited him to a dish of coffee,
he took the liberty to tell him, " That though he was a
'' volunteer en board, yet, as he was on board, he looked
*'
upon himself as his chaplain, and, as such, he thought

*^ it a little odd to pray and preach to the servants, and not
" to the master :" and added withal,

" That if he thought
*'
proper, he would make use of a short collect now and

*'
then, to him and the other gentlemen in the great

" cabin." After pausing a while, and shaking his head,
he answered, " 1 think we may, when we have nothing
" else to do." This awkward hint v/as all he srot for tlie

present ; yet he was encouraged thereby to hope, that the

desired point vrculd be soon gained.

They were detained in the DoAvns, by contrary winds,
for near a month ; the soldiers on board became by this

time more and more civilized, and the people at Deal
heard him gladly. There he preached thrice, at the invi-

tation of the ministers, and often expounded in the house
where he lodc^ed. This work was vervdeli^rhtful to him ;

but he was suddenly called away by a fair wind, about the

end of Jan. 1733, just after he had preached in Upper
Deal church.

Being returned to the ship, he began to comfort him-

self with some promising appearances of doing good in

the great cabin. As he had no better place, he generally

every night retired with his friend, Mr. Habersham, and

his brother, and two servants, behind the round-house,
for praver and other reli"-ious exercises. Sometimes he

perceived Captain Yvliiting was hearkening within. One^

day, finding on the Captcin's pillow the Independent Whi^j
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he exchanged it for a book entitled, The Self-Deceiver,

Next iiionung the Captain came smilinjj, and enquired
who mude the exchange ; Mr. Whi-tefield confessed the

charge, and begged his acceptance of the book, which he

said he had read, and liked very well. From thencefor-

ward a visible alteration was seen in him. The otlici*

captain also, about the same time, met him as he v/as

coming from between decks, and desired,
" that they might

hvive public service, and expounding, twice a day, in the

great cabin."

In about a fortnight they reached Gibraltar, whit'-er

they were bound to take in some more soldiers. There,
one Major Sinclair, had been so kind as to provide a lodg-

ing for him unasked,' who, with the other military gentle-

men, even Governor Sabine, and General Columbine, re-

ceived him most courteously. Being apprehensive tiiat

at a public military table he might be more than hospita-

bly entertained, by way of prevention, he begged leave to

remind his Excellency of an observation made in the book

of Esther, on the court of the great Ahasuerus, " That

none did compel." He took the hint, and genteelly re-

plied,
" That no compulsion of any kind should be used

at his table." And every thing was carried on with great
decorum. The officers attended at public worship with

order and gravity ; the ministers also behaved with great

civility ;
and all concurred to give him invitations to

preach, which he did tv»'ice or thrice in a week :* and in

the evenings and mornings, when not on board, he ex-

pounded, conversed and prayed, with a religious society
of soldiers, who had liberty from the Governor to assem-

ble at any time in the church. His evening expositions
were attended, not only by the soldiers, but by ofticers,

ministers and town's people ; and, from all that could ba

judged, his labors were not without the divine blessing, .-

* "
Strange and unusual v/as the scene, both v/ith res-

"
pect to the place and people. The adjacent pronionlo-

"
ries, and the largeness of the rock of Gibraltar, helped

" me to enlarge my ideas of Him, who ' in his strength set-

'' tcth fast the mountains, and is girded about with power.*
" And the place being, as it were, a public rendezvous of
*' all nations, I thought I saw the world in epitome." M, S,
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Finding another society of reliij;ious soldicra there, be-

longing to the Church of Scotland, he sent them, as well
as ihe former, some proper hooks, talked with several of

tnem, and endeavoured to unite both societies toji^ether ;

ur,^in;^ on them the necessity of a catholic, disinterested

love, and of joinini^ in prayer for ti^iC advancement of the

kingdom of Christ. This exhortation also, by the bles-

sing of God, had a good effect ; and two or three of the

latter society, being draughted out for Georgia, desired

leave to go in the ship with Mr. Whitefieid, which was

readily allowed them.

Before the embarkation of the soldiers, by the Gene-
ral's consent, he gave them a parting discourse in the'

church. And after embarkation, from time to time, as

the weather permitted, he preached to them on b3ard their

respective ships.* Colonel Cochran, who commanded,
"was extremely civil

; and, soon after their setting sail, there

was such a change upon Captain ISIackay, that he desired\

Mr. Whitencld would not give himself the trouble of ex-^

pounding and praying in the cabin and between decks ;

for he would order a drum to be beat morning and eve-

ning, and himself would attend with the soldiers on the

deck. This produced a very agreeable alteration ; they
were now as regular as in a church. Mr. Whitefield

preached with a Captain on each side of him, and sol-

diers all around ; and the two other ships' companies,
being now in the trade-winds, drew near, and joined in the

worship of God. The great cabin was now become a

Bethel ; both Captains were daily more and more affec-

ted ;
and a crucified Saviour, and the things pertaining to

the kingdom of God, were the usual topics of their con-

versation. Once, after a public sermon, Captain Mackay
desired the soldiers to stop, whilst he informed them, that,

r.o his great shame, he had been a notorious sv/earer him-

self, but by the instrumentality of that gentleman, point-

* He not only preached to them, but gave them notice

that he intended speaking to them one by one, to see what
account they could give of their faith. .,.M, S. At this time

he began his " Observations on Select Passages of Scrip-
ture turned into Catechetical Questions," printed in Vol,

IV. of his Works.
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ing to Mr. Whitefield, he had now left it offj and exhorted

them, for Christ's sake, that they would go and do like-

wise. The children were catechised ; there was a re-

formation throughout the whole soldiery. The women
cried,

" What a change in our Captain 1" The bad books
iind packs of cards, which Mr. Whitefield exchanged for

Bibles, and other religious books, (abundance of which
\ver3 given to him to disperse by the Society for promo-
ting Christian Knowledge^ were now thrown overboard ;

and a fever, that pievailed in general through the whole

ship, helped to make the impressions sink deeper. For

many days and nights he visited betwixt twenty and thirty
sick persons, crawling bctAyeen decks upon his knees, ad-

niinisLering medicines or cordials to them, and such ad-

vice as seemed suitable to their circumstances. The sai-

lors did not escape the fever ; Captain W biting gladly
went with him to visit them. One of them in particu-

lar, who had been a most notorious scoffer, sent for him
in a bitter agony, crying out upon, and lamenting, his

\vicked life. The Cadet, who was a cabin passenger,

being also seized, was v/ounded deeply, told Mr. White-
Held ti)e history of his life, and informed Captain Mdckay
of his desire to leave the army, and return to his original
intention (having had an University education) of devoting;
himself to the service of the Church of God. Mr. White-
field himself was also seized, but, by the blessing of God,
he soon recovered, and was strong enough, in about a

week, to come out to the burial of the Cook of the shif>,

who had boasted,
" That he would be wicked till two years

before he died, and then he would be good.'* But he was

suddenly taken ill, and died in about six hours.*

It was the beginning of May, when they drew near to.

land. After preaching his farewel sermon, lie arrived at

•the parsonage- house, in Savannah, May 7, 1738, about
four months after his first embarkation at Deptford.
Upon this voyage (many years after) he made the fol-

lowing reflection :
" A long, and, I trust, not altogether

*'
unprofitable voyage. What shall I render to the Lord

* " This was the only adult, except a soldior (who had
-'* killed himself at Gibraltar by perpetual drinking) that
** died out of all that were on board." M^ S.

B 2



18 THE LIFE OF

" for all his mercies ? Besides being strengthened to ge
"
through my public work, I was enabled to write letters,

" and compose sermons, as though I had been on land.
*' Even at this distance of time, the remembrance of the
''
happy hours I enjoyed in religious exercises on the

<' deck, is refreshing to my soul. And though nature
*' sometimes relented at being taken from my friends,
'' and the little unusual inconveniences of a sea life, yet a
" consciousness that I had in view the glory of God, and
'' the good of souls, from time to time afforded me un-
"
speakable satisfaction." (M. S.)
One Mr. Delamot, who had gone volunteer with Mr.

John Wesley, and was left behind him as schoolmaster at

Savannah, received Mr. Whitefield at the parsonage house,
which he found much better than he expected. Here
some serious persons, the fruits of Mr. Wesley's ministry,
soon came to see him. On the morrow he read prayers
and expounded in the court-house, and waited upon the

magistrates ; but, being taken ill, he was confined for

above a week with a fever and ague.
When he v/as recovered, and able to look about him, he

found every thing bore the aspect of an infant colony ; and,

what was more discouraging still, he saw it was likely to

continue so, by the very nature of its constitution. " The
*'

people, (says he) were denied the use both of rum and
*' slaves. The lands were allotted them according to a
•'
particular plan, whether good or bad ;

and the female
*' heirs prohi'oited from inheriting. So that, in reality, to
'*
place people there, on such a fooling, was little better

'' than to tic their legs, and bid them walk. The scheme
" was well meant at home ; but, as too many years' expc-
*' rience evidently proved, was absolutely impracticable in

" so hot a country abroad. However, that rendered what
" I had brought over from my friends more acceptable to

*' the poor inhabitants, and gave me an occular demon-
''

stration, which was what I wanted, wiien the hint was
"
given,* of the great necessity and promising utility of a.

* " It was first proposed to me by my dear friend, Mr.
« Charles W'eslcy, who, with General Oglethorp, had
»' concerted a scheme for carrying on such a design, before

« I had any thoughts of going abroad myself."
Vol. III. page 463.
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« future orphan-house, which I now determined, by the
" divine assistance, to set about in earnest. The Saltz-
"
burghers at Ebenezer, I found, had one ; and having

*' heard and read of what professor Franck. had done in
*' that way in Germany, I confidently hoped that some-
"
thing of the like nature might be owned and succeeded

<' in Georgia. Many poor orphans were there already,
" and the number was likely soon to increase.

" As opportunity offered, I visited Frederica and the
"
adjacent villages, and often admired, considering the

" circumstances and disposition of the first settlers, that
" so much was really done. The settlers were chiefly
*' broken and decayed tradesmen from London and other
"
parts of England ; and several Scotch adventurers ;

" some Highlanders, who had a worthy minister, named
" iviacleod

;
a few Moravians ; and the Saltzburghers,

" who v/ere by far the mobt industrious of the whole.—
" With tiie wortljy ministers of Ebenezer, Messrs. Gre-
" naw and Boltzins, I contracted an intimacy. Many
"
praying people were in the congregation, which, with

" the consideration that so many charitable people in Eng-
" land had been stirred up to contribute to Georgia, and
*' such faithful laborers as Messrs. Wesleys and Ingham
*' had been sent, gave me great hopes, that, unpromising
" as the aspect at present might be, the colony might
"
emerge in time out of its infant state. Some small ad-

" vances Mr. Ingham had made towards converting the
" Indians, who were at a small settlement about four miles
" from Savannah. He went and lived among them for a
*' few months, and began to compose an Indian Gram-
" mar

; but he was soon called away to England ; and the
*' Indians (who were only some runaway Creeks) were, in
" a few years, scattered or dead. Mr. Charles Wesley
*' had chiefly acted as Secretary to General Oglethorp,
'' but he soon also went to England to engage more la-
" borers ; and, not long after, his brother, Mr. John W^cs-
"

ley, having met with unworthy treatment, both at Fred-
" erica and Georgia, soon followed. All this I was ap-
*'
prized of, but think it most prudent not to repeat griev-

" ances. Through divine mercy I met with respectful
" treatment from magistrates, ciiicers, and people. The
" first I visited now and then, the others, beside preach-
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<'
ing twice a-day, and four limes of a Lord's day, I visited

*' from house to house : I was, in general, most cordially
" received ; (but from time to time found, that < Coelum
<' non animum muta'nt^ qui trans mare currunt.') Though
<' lowered in their circumstances, a sense of what they for-

*' merly were in their native country remained. It was
"

plain to be seen, that coming over was not so much oat
" of choice, as constraint : choosing rather to be poor in
<' an unknown country abroad, than beholden to relations,
" or live among those who knew them in more afHuent
'' circumstances, at home. Among some of these the
*' event however proved, that the word took effectual root.

'« I was really happy in my little foreign cure, and could
'<• have cheerfully remained among them,had I not been obii-

^' ged to return to England, to receive priest's orders, and
" make a beginning towards laying a foundation to the
" Orphan-house. And thus the place I intended to hide
"
myself in, became, through my being obliged to return

" for these purposes, a means of increasing that populari-
"

ty which was already begun, but which by me was abso-
"

lutely unforeseen, and as absolutely undesigned.'"*
About the middle of August, having settled one that

came v/ith him as schoolmaster in a neighboring village,
and left his friend, Mr. Habersham, at wSavannah, after au
aiTectionate parting with his Hock, he set out for Charles-

ton in South Carolina.

Here he paid his first visit to Commissary Garden, and
at his entreaty preached the next Sunday morning and

evening in a grand church resembling one of the nevr

churches in London. The inhabitants seemed, at his first

coming up, to despise his youth ; but their countenances

were altered before worship was over. Mr. Garden thank-

ed him most cordially, and apprised him of the ill treat-

ment Mr. Wesley had met with in Georgia, and assured

* " During my stay there, the weather was most in-

"
tensely hot, sometimes burning me almost through my

" shoes. Seeing others do it, who were as unable, I de-
" termined to inure myself to hardiness, by lying con-
"

stantly on the ground ; which, by use, I found to be so
" far from being a hardship, that afterwards it became so.

« to lie on a bed." M. S.
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h':n, that, were the same arbitrary proceedings to com-
mence against him, he would defend him with his life and

fortune. Pie also said something about the colony of

Georgia, that much encouraged him, as if he though.t its

flourishing was not very far off; and that Charleston was

fifieen times bigger now than when he (Mr. Garden) first

came there. *

x

CHAP. IV.

From his embarking at Charleston for Londo?2f to his

jireaching Jirst in Moorjields. 1739.

SEPTEMBER 6, 1738, Mr. Whitefield embarked ia

a ship bound from Charleston to London. They had a

very uncomfortable passage. For near a fortnight they
were beataboui not far from the bar

; they were soon re-

duced to an allowance of water ;
and the ship itself v/as

quite out of repair. They were also very poorly off for

provisions. When they v/ere about a third part of their

passage, they met with a Jamaica-man, who had plenty of

'every thing. He sent for Mr. Whitefield on board, and

offered him a most commodious birth ; but he did not

think it right to leave his shipmates in distress, and there-

fore returned to his own ship, with such things as they

v/ere pleased to give him. The remaining part of the

voyage was still more perilous. The only thing comfort-

able was, that, in the midst of these trials, deep im.pres-

sions were made on some that were on board. All con-

stantly attended public worship twice, and some thrice, a

day. Once the Captain cried out,
"
Lord, break this hard

heart of mine." Others were impressed ; particularly

one Captain Gladman,a passenger, on whom a great change
was wrought, and afterwards, at his own earnest request,

became Mr. Whitcfield's fellow-traveller. At length,

after nine weeks tossing and beating to and fro, they found

themselves in Limerick harbour.*

* « I wish I could never forget what I felt when vratep

*i and other provision were brought us from ashore. Ons
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At Limerick, Bishop Burscou;jh received him very

kindly, and engaged him to prcuch in the cathedral, the

good effects of which he heard of many years after. From
thence he went to Dublin, where he preached, and was

courteoubly received by Dr. Delany, Bishop Rundell, and

Archbishop Bolton, who had heard of him from a gentle-
man of Glbialiar. A.nd, afier a passage of twenty-four
hours from Dublin, he arrived at Parkgate, Thursday,
November 30, preached twice on the Loru's-day, at Man-

chester, and came to London the Friday following-, De-
cember 8.

Here he had a conference vdih the Moravian bretliren,

v.'ho were lately come to London ; and though he could

not directly fall in with their way of expressing them-

selves, yet he heartily agreed with them in the old Pro-

testant Doctrine of Justification in the sight of God, by
Faiih alone in the imputed righteousness of Christ; ^nd

was not a little delighted to find a great increase of the

work of God, both as to liglit and love, doctrine and prac-

tice, through the instrumentality of Mr. Charles, and es-

pecially of Mr. John Wesley.
Some of the clergy now began to shew their displeasure

more and more ;
so that in two days time five churches

were denied him. And though the Archbishop of Can-

terbury, and the Bishop of London, both received him

civilly, it v/as but coldly : and the latter inquired,
<' Wheth'

cr his Journals were not a little tinctured with enthusi-

asm." He replied, that they were written only for him-

self, and private fiiends, and were published entirely
without his consent or knowledge, or so much as his con-

sent being asked at all.* The Trustees for the colony of

" Mr, Mac Mahon, a country gentleman, came from his
" seat at midnight on purpose to relieve us, and most
"
kindly invited me, though unknown, to his house to stay

" as long as I pleased." M. S. and Journals.
* It was certainly wrong to publish them without his

consent and revisal ; otherwise, the publication ofthem
was a very proper way to prevent the misrepresentaiioii
of facts, either by calumny and detraction on the one hand,
or by exaggeration on the other. And it is a great pity
he did Dot continue them. They Nvould have been the
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Georgia received him more cordially, were pleased to ex-

press their salisfaction at the accounts sent them of his

coiiduct during his stay in the Colony : and, being re-

quested, by letters sent, unknown to him, from the magis-
trates and inhabitants, they most willingly presented hitn

to the Living of Savannah, (though he insisted upon hav-

ing no salary) and as readily granted him five" hundred

acres of land, whereon to erect an Orphan-house ; to col-

lect money for which, together with taking Priest's Or-

best possible memoirs of bis life. But we see how the

offence given by, or taken at, some passitges, might help to

determine him " to proceed (as he afterwards says) in a

more compendious way." The Journals were, indeed,

mostly written amidst his incessant labours in preaching,

travelling, and vaiting a multiiude of letters. And tho

whole was told with the unguarded simplicity, which,

though it charms the candid, and disposes them to forgive
or overiook many things, yet gives frequent handle to

the critical and severe. It musi also be ovmed, that his

unsuspecting honesty made him sometimes receive with

too little caution, the characters of persons and societies,

from those wliom he took to be the friends of religion,

and wlio perhaps were really so, but were misinformed;

Being therefore convinced, upon second thoughts, that

both his JoutT.:.ds and the two first paits of his Life needed

correction, he promised a new edition to them, which he

accordingly published in 175 6. And in the preface he in-

genuously acknowledges, that, upon a review, he had

found '' many mistakes, (vvhich are now rectified) and
" many passages that were justly exceptionable," (vvhich

are now erased.) And in a note, upon September 24,

1740, he says,
" In my former Journal, taking things by

<'
hearsay too much, I spoke and wrote too rashly, both of

" the colleges and ministers of New-England ;
for which,

^' as I have already done, when at Boston last, from the
"

pulpit, I take this opportunity of asking public pardon
'• from the press. It was rash and uncharitable, and,
" though well meant, I fear did hurt." But these cor-

rections, while they shew the author's candour and hu-

mility, do not affect the history of his extraordinary la-

bours and success in the work of the gospel.
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ders, were the chief motives of his returning to England
so soon.

Near a month elapsed before a board sat to make him
these returns. But during that inierval he was not idle.

He and his brethren went on in their usual course, taking
hold of every opportunity of doing good, and preaching
occasionally as cliurches were allowed them.* And
though the church wardens and clergy were averse, yet
the common people were rather more eager than ever.

But what surprised him most vas, to see many of the

heads and members of the London Socieli-es (who, by the

accounts given by Drs. Woodvvard and Horncckjt he

thought were founded on a good bottom) make such viru-

lent opposition. However, numbers of them were of an-

other mind, and other Societies were soon formed in vari-

ous parts of the town. A large room in Fetter-lane was
the general place of rendezvous, where they had frequent

meetings, and great satisfaction in social prayer.:j: At the

same time, in the churches that were open, the people
crowded, and were affected more than ever. And he and
his brethren were so much engaged, that for some days
he could walk, and preach, and visit Societies, with very
little sleep, and religious exercises seemed to be their

meat and drink.

January 11, 1739, he set out for Oxford, to receive

Priest's Orders from his good friend Bishop Benson,
which he did the next Lord's day ;

and having preached
and administered the Sacrament at the Castle, and preach-
ed again in the afternoon, to a crowded congregation, he
returned to London, January 15.

* "God gave us a most pleasant Gospel-Christmas
" season, and such a happy beginning of a new year, as I

" had never seen before." M. S.

t See Dr. Woodward's Account of the Rise and Pro-

gress of the Religious Societies in the City of London, Sec.

\
'' It v.'as a Pentecost season indeed. Sometimes

<' wdiole nights were spent in prayer. Often have we been
" filled as with new wine. And often have I seen them
" overwhelmed with the Divine Presence, and cryinp^ out,
'« ' Will God, indeed, dwell with men upon earth !—How
t' dreadful is this place I—This is no other than the house
" of God, and the gate of Heaven 1'" M. S.
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As he had collected so much for the Charity-schools
last year, he reasonably supposed that the pulpits would
not be denied him for the use of the Georgia Orphan-
house this year. But the religious concern advancing^,
and spreading more and more, opposition also increased.

A pamphlet was published against his sermon on Regene-
ration. Several Clergymen made strong objections against
him and his brethren, for expounding in societies ; and
some people were threatened with prosecution by their

parish ministers, for suffering them to expound in their

houses. Yet this did not discourage either preachers or
hearers. The more they were opposed, the more they
were strengthened. New awakenings were heard of in

various parts ; and,
" What shall I do to be saved ?" was

the repeated question of every day.
All the pulpits were not as yet shut up. Two or three

churches were allowed him to preach in, and to collect

for the Georgia Orphans, and for erecting a Church for

the poor Saltzburghers at Ebenezer. One Mr. Broughion
behaved nobly on this occasion. Application being made
to him to deny Mr. Whitefield his pulpit, he answered,
"
Having got the Lectureship of St. Helen's by Mr.

" VVhitefield's influence, if he insists upon it, he shall
" have my pulpit." Mr. Whitefield did insist upon it,

but (Mr. Broughton losing the Lectureship) he afterwards
blamed himself much for his conduct.

In Bristol he had the use of the churches for two or

three Sundays, but soon found they would not be open very-

long. The Dean was not at home : the Chancellor threat-

ened to silence and suspend him. In about a fortnight,

every door was shut, except Newgate, v/here he preacli-
ed, and collected for the poor prisoners, and where peo-
ple thronged, and were much impressed ; but this place,
also, was soon shut against him, by orders from th^

Mayor.
Before his first embarkation for Georgia, when he talk-

ed of ejoing abroad, numbers in Bristol used to reply,
" What need of going abroad ? Have we not Indians
"
enough at home ? If you have a mind to convert In-

«'
dians, there are colliers enough in Kingswood." And

before he left London, whilst preaching at Bermondsey
church, and seeing so many thousands that could not conxe

C
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in, he had a strong inclination to go out and preach t©

ihem (thougii he then used notes) upon oi. . of the tomb-
stones in the church-yard. And this he mentioned to

some friends, who looked upon the motion, at first, very
\ui favourably ; yet were willing to take it into farther con-

sideration. At Bristol he thought he had a clear call to

try this method. The colliers, he had heard, were very
rude, and very numerous ; so uncultivated, that nobody
cared to go among them

;
neither had they any place of

v/orship ; and often, when provoked, they were a terror

lo the w/'-ioIe city of Bristol. He therefore looked upon
the civilizing of these people, and much more the bring-

ing of them to the profession and practice of Christianity,
as a matter of great importance.* After much prayer,
and many struggles with himself, he one day went to

Hannam Mount, and, standing upon a hill, began to preach
to about a hundred colliers, upon Matt. v. 1, 2, 3. This
soon took air. At tlie second and third time the num-
bers greatly increased, till the congregation, at a mode-
rate computation, amounted to near twenty thousand. But
witii what gladness and eagerness many of these despised
outcasts, who had never been in a church in their lives,

received the word, is above description.
'*
Having (as he

*'

writes) no righteousness of their own to renounccj they
*' were glad to hear of a Jesus, who was a friend to pub-
"

Ilcans, and came n(it to call the righteous, but sinners,
" to repentance. The first discovery of their being affect-
*'

ed, was, to see the white gutters made by their tears,
* which plentifully fell down their bbck cheeks, as they
*• came out of their coAl-pits. Hundreds and hundreds of
'' them were soon brought under deep convictions, which
*'

(as the event proved) happily ended in a sound and thor-
*'
ough conversion. The change was visible to all, though

*' numbers chose to impute it to any thing rather than to
" the linger of God. As the scene was quite new, and I
" had but just begun to be an extempore preacher, it often

* " I thought it might be doing the service of my Cre-
"

alor, who had a mountain for his pulpit, and the heavens
i' for his sounding board

; and who, when his Gospel was
" refused by the Jews, sent his servants into the highway*
*< and hedges." M. S.
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'• occasioned many inward confiicts. Sometimes, when
"
twenty-thousand people were heforc me, I had not in

" my own apprehension, a word to say, either to God or
" to them. But I was never totally deserted, and fre-

"
quently (for to deny it would be lying against God) so

"
assisted, that I knc^y by happy expeiience what our

" Lord meant by saying,
' Out of his belly sliall How riv-

" ers of living water/ The open firmament above me,
<' the prospect of the adjacent fields, with the sight of
" thousands and thousands, some in coaches, some on
" horseback, and some in the trees, and at times all

<' affected and drenched in tears together, to which some-
" times was added the solenmity of the approaching
"
evening, was almost too miUch for, and quite overcame

u me."—[See M. S.]

Besides the colliers, and thousands from neighbouring

villages, persons of all ranks flocked daily out of Bristol.

And he was soon invited to preach, by some of the better

sort, in a large bowling-green in the city itself. Many
indeed sneered to sec a stripling, with a gown, m^oimt a

table, upon what they called unconsecrated ground. And
for once or tv/ice it excited the contempt and laughter of

the higher rank, who formerly were his admirers when
he preached in the churches. But God enabled him to

stand the laugh, and to preach the Gospel cf Christ with

earnestness and constancy ; and was pleased to attend it

with his blessing. From all quarters people flocked, un-  

der great concern about their souls. Sometimes he was

employed almost from morning to night, giving answers
to those who came in great distress, crying out,

*' What
shall we do to be saved ?" More assistance was wanted ;

be therefore wrote to Mr. John Wesley, who had never

yet been at Bristol, and, having received a favourable-

answer, recommended him and his brother in the strong-
est manner to the people, and humbly prayed that the

lc»st might be first ; for he was determined to pursue his

scheme of tr.e Orphan-house, and return to his retreat at

Georgia.
Mr. Wesley being come, he took an affectionate leave

of his friends at bristol, and made a second excursion to

Wales, where an awakening had begun some years be-

fore} by the instrumentahty of the Rev. Mr. Grifiith Jcnes,
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unci was now carried en by the ministry of one Mr. Howel
Ilanis, a layman. They met at Cardiff, and in coiripany
vfhh many others went to Husk, Ponty-pool, Abergaven-
ny, Comihoy, Carleon, Trelex, and Newport, and prccich-
ed in al) these places, Mr. Whitefield first in English, and
Mr. Harris afterwards in Welch, to many thousands.

The serious persons among tliem of the Free-Grace Dis-

senters, rejoiced ; but many of high-flying principles, and
ox another stamp, were equally enraged, and expressed
their dislike by mockings and threats. All these, how-

ever, he was enabled to bear with patience, and without
the least discouragement.
About the 8th of April, from Wales he went to Glou-

cester, the place of his birth, v/here a church was allowed

him for once or twice, but no more. However, he

preached frequently in Boothall (the place where the

judges sit) and in his brother's field, to many thousands.*

llis concern for his countrymen, his fellow-citizens, and

* At the time of Mr. Whitefield's preaching in Glou-

cester, old Mr. Cole, a dissenting minister, used to say,
*' These are the days of the Son of Man indeed.'* This

Mr. Cole, Mr. Whitefield, when a boy, was taught to rid-

icule. And being asked once by one of his congregation,
What business he would be of ? He said,

" A minister ;

" but he would take care never to tell stories in the pulpit
" like old Cole." About twelve years afterwards, the old

rnan hearing him preach, and tell some story to illustrate

the subject he was upon, and having been informed what

he had before said, made this remark to one of his elders.

*' I find that young Whitefield can now tell stories, as well
" as old Cole." He was much affected with Mr. White-

field's preaching, and so hun)ble, that he used to subscribe

liimself his curate ; and went about preaching after him
in the country from place to place. But one evening,
•while preaching, he was struck with death, and then asked

/ for a chair to lean on, till he concluded his sermon, when
lie was carried up stairs, and died. Mr. Whitefield's re-

flection upon this, is,
" O blessed God ! if it be thy holy

"
will, may my exit be like his 1"

As to Mr. Whitefield's telling stories in the pulpit, some

perhaps may find fault j but, beside that he had an un-
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his own relations, made him forget all bodily weakness

(to which, about this time, he was frequently subject) and

readily to comply with invitations given to preach at Pains-

wick, Cheltenham, Evesham, Badsey, Stroud, Chafford,

places abounding with inliabitants, and where there is

ground to hope m,any received much spiritual benefit.

To wander thus about from place to place ; to stand at

bowling-greens, at market-crosses, and in high-ways, es-

pecially in his own country, where, had he conferred with

flesh and blood, he might have lived at ease ; to be bla^

med by friends, and have every evil thing spoken against
him by his enemies ; was (especially when his body was

weak, and his spirits low) very trying : but still he was

inwardly supported.

April 21, he again went to Oxford ; and, after staying
a few days with the Methodists there, came to London,
where he attempted to preach at Islington Church, the

incumbent, Mr. Stonehouse, being a friend to the Meth-
odists ; but, in the midst of the prayers, the church-ward-
en came and demanded his licence, or otherwise he forbad

his preaching in that pulpit. He might, perhaps, have
insisted on his right to preach, yet for peace sake he de*

dined ; and, after the communion s.ervice was over, h^

preached in the church-yard.

Opportunities of preaching in a more regular way be-

ing now denied him, and his preaching in the fields being
attended with a remarkable blessing, he judged it his

duty to go on in this practice, and ventured the following

Sunday into Moorfields. Public notice having been giv-

en, and the thing being new and singular, upon coming
out of the coach, he found an incredible number of people
assembled. Many had told him that he should never

come again out of that place alive. He went in, however,
between two of his friends ; who, by the pressure of the

crowd, were soon parted entirely from him, and v/ere

obliged to leave him to the mercy of the rabble. But

common fund of passages, proper enough to be thus told,

and a peculiar talent of telling them, it was certainly a

mean of drawing multitudes to hear him, who would not

have attended to the truths of the Gospel delivered in ths

ordinary manner.
C2
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these, instead of hurting him, formed a lane for him, and
carried him along to the middle of the Fields (where a
tabia had been placed, which was broken in pieces by the

crowd) and afterwards back again to the wall that then

parted the upper and lower Moorfields ; from whence ho

preached without molestation, to an exceeding great mul-
titude in t^e lower Fields. Finding such encouragement,
he went that same evening to Kennington-Common, a

large open place, near three miles distant from liOndon,
where he preached to a vast multitude, who were all at-

tention, and behaved with as much regularity and quiet-
ness as if they kad been in a church.*

CHAP. V.

From his preaching in JMoorJields^ Isfc, to his laying the-

Foundation of the Qrfihan-houae in Georgia^ 1740.

FOR several months, after this, Moorfields, Ken-

r.inglon-Common, and Blackheath, were the chief scenes
of action. At a moderate computation, the auditories

often consisted of above twenty thousand. It is said their

singing could be heard two miles off, and his voice near
a mile. Sometimes there were upwards of a hundred

coaches, besides waggons, scaffolds, and other contri-

vances, which particular persons let out for the conven-
ience of the audience. Having no other method to take,
he was obliged to collect for the Orphan-house in the

fields, or not at all, which was humbling to him and his

friends who assisted him in that work. But the readiness

with which the people gave, and the prayers which they

put up when throwing in their mites, were very encour-

aging. f In the mean while, Mr. John Wesley was la-

bouring with great zeal at Bristol, his brother, Mr.
Charles, in London and elsewhere, Mr. Ingham had been

* " Words cannot well express the glorious displays of

Divine Grace which we saw, and heard of, and felt." M.S.

t
" Once upwards of twenty pounds were collected in

half-peace." JVt, S,
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preaching in many churches of Yorkshire, Mr. Kinchin

in Oxford, and Mr. Rogers in Bedfordshire. Thus the

seed sown was gradually increased, and the embargo
which was now laid on the shipping gave him leisure for

more journeys through various pmrts of England ; and
God was pleased to crown his labours with amazing suc-

cess.

Some demur happening in Bristol, he went there a

few days ; put Mr. John Wesley (who had now made a

progress in building the Kingswood school, and also had

begun a room at Bristol) in full power ; and took him

along with him, and introduced him as a field preacher,
at Gloucester and other places* Every where the word
seemed to sink deeper and deeper into the hearts of tha

hearers. Singing and praying were heard in Kingswood,
instead of cursing and swearing ; and in many other

places the fruits of righteousness evidently appeared.

Many false reports were now spread abroad concern-

ing him. Not a journey he could make, but he was either

killed or wounded, or died suddenly. One groundless
fiction was continually invented after another. And the

Bishop of London laid hold of this occasion for publishing
a charge to his clergy to avoid the extremes of enthusiasm

and lukewarmness. But amidst these discouragements,,
he was not left without the countenance and fiiendship of

several persons of influence.

The embargo being taken off, and upwards of a thou-

sand pounds collected for the Orphan-house, he sailed the

second time for America, August 14, 1739, with a family-

consisting of eight men, one boy, and two children, be-

sides his friend Mr. Seward.
After a passage of nine weeks,* he arrived at Philadel-

phia in the beginning of November, and was immediately
invited to preach in the churches, to which people of all

denominations thronged, as in England. From thence

* For the manner in which he employed his time on
board, see his Journals and Letters of this period. A lit-

tle before he sailed, he finished his Answer to the Bishop,
of London's Pastoral Letter. And during the voyage, he
wrote his Letters to the Religious Societies of England^,
See Vol. IV. of his Works.
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he was invited to New-York, by Mr. Noel, the only per-
son with whom he had any acquaintance in that part of

America. Upon his arrival, they waited on the Commis-
sary ; but he refused him the use of his church. Mr.
AVhitefield there preached in the fields, and on the eve-

ning; of the same day, to a very thronged and attentive

audience in the Rev. Mr. Pemberton's meeting-house ;

and continued to do so twice or thrice a day for above a

week ; and by all that could be judged, with very great
success.

On his way to and from Philadelphia, he also preached
at Elizabethtown, Maidenhead, Abingdon, Neshamini,
Burlington, and New-Brunswick, in the New-Jerseys, to

some thousands gathered from various parts, among
whom there had been a considerable awakening, by the

instrumentality of one Mr. Freelinghausen, a Dutch m.in-

i&ter, and the Messrs. Tennents, Blair, and Rowland.
He had also the pleasure of meeting with old Mr, Ten-
nent, as well as his sons, and with Mr. Dickinson.* It

was no less pleasing than strange to him, to see such

gatherings in a foreign land : ministers and people shed-

* " Mr. Tennent, and his brethren in presbytery, intend

breeding up gracious youths for our Lord's vineyard. The
place wherein the young men study now is a log-house,
about twenty feet long, and near as many broad. From
this despised place seven or eight worthy ministers of Je*

sus have lately been sent forth, and a foundation is now

laying for the instruction of many others. The v/ork, I

am persuaded, is of God, and therefore will not come to

nought." Journals, November 22, 1739.

The event has verified his judgment about this institu-

tion. It is now a large college at Princetown in New-
Jersey ; and has already had many worthy Presidents*

(some of whose names are well known in the learned

world) such as Mr. Dickinson, Mr. Burr, Mr. Jonathan

Edwards, Mr. Samuel Davies, Dr. Finly, and at present
Dr. Witherspoon, by whose abilities, care and activity it

is, under Providence, in a very flourishing condition.

And there has been lately (summer 1770) a remarka-
ble revived of religion among the students, both in the col-

lege iind grammar-school.
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ding' tears ; sinners struck with awe ; and serious persons,
who had been much run down and despised, filled with

joy. Mean-time the Orphan-house affairs went on well.

The things brought from England were sold for their ben-

efit. A sloop was purchased, of which Captain Gladman
was master ; and a young man, who had lately received

serious impressions under Mr. Whitefield's preaching,

willingly o^ered himself as mate. Many little presents
Avere made to his family for sea stores, and the intended

house. And about the end of November, he took his

leave of his family, and ordered them to proceed in their

voyage to Savannah, while himself, with Mr. Sev/ard and
two more, determined to go thither by land.

Numbers followed, some twenty, some sixty miles out

from Philadelphia. He preached at Chester, Wilming-
ton, Newcastle (v/here he was met on the way by Mr.
Ross, minister of the place) Christianbridge, and Whitely
Creek, where Mr. William Tennent (whose meeting-
house is in the neighbourhood) had erected a tent for him.

Here he observed new scenes of field preaching, or rather

preaching in the woods, opened to him. At Whitely-
Creek, perhaps the congregation did not consist of less

than ten thousand. Earnest invitations were given him
to come and preach elsewhere; which he had great en-

couragement to do, from the visible success of his labours ;

but he hasted to be with his family at Savannah.

. In his way thither, he also preached in Maryland, at

North-East and Joppa, and at Annapolis, the capital,

>vhere he was received with much civility by the Govern-
or ; and at Upper-Marlborough.

In Virginia also, he preached at Williamsburgh, where
he was courteously received by the Governor, and by Mr.

Blair, the Commissary, whom he speaks of with great

regard.
When he came to North-Carolina, he thought it seem-

ed to be the greatest waste, and the most uncultivated of

spots, both in a temporal and spiritual sense. Yet here,
in a place called Newbern-Town, his preaching was at-

tended with an uncommon influence. And it was not

without effect at Newton, on Cape«Fear river, where were

many from Scotlajid amongst the congregation, who had*

lately come over to settle in North-Carolina|
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Immediately on coming into South-Carolina province

(lie says) a visible change was observable in the manners
of the people. And when he came to Charleston, (which
was on Saturday, January 3, 1740) he could scarce believe

but he was amongst Londoners, both in respect of gaiety
of dress, and politeness of manners.
Here he soon perceived, that by lield-preaching he had

lost his old friend the Commissary, who once promised
to defend hint with life and fortune. However, at the re-

quest of the Independent minister (who continued his

friend to his dyh^g day) he preached in his meeting-house.
At the first sermon, all was gay and trifling, no impres-
sion seemingly made at all. But next morning, in the

French church, the scene w^as quite altered. A visible and
almost universal concern appeared. Ivlanyofthe inhcibi-

tants earnestly desired him to give them one sermon
more ; for which purpose he was prevailed upon to put
off his journey till the next day ;

and there was reason to

think his stay was not in vain.

Next morning, he and his companions set out in a

canoe for Savannah ; and in their way, for the first time,

Jay in the woods, upon the ground, near a large fire, vvhich

keeps off the wild beasts ; upon which he makes this

reflection,
" An emblem, I thought, of the divine love

" and presence keeping off evils and corruptions from the
*' soul.''

On his arrival at Savannah, January 11, he was very

hr.ppy to meet his family, who had got there three weeks
before him ; and to find by letters from England, New-
Yoik, Sec. that the work of God prospered. But it was a

melancholy thing to see the colony of Georgia reduced
even to a much lower ebb than when he left it, and almost

deserted by all but such as could not well go away. Em-
ploying these, therefore, he thought would be of singular

service, and tiie moqey expended might be also a njeans of

keeping them in the colony.
Before his arrival, Mr. iiabersham had pitched upon a

plotof ground for the Orphan-house, of five hundred acres,
about ten miles from Savannah, and had all*eady begun to

«lear and stock it. The orphans, in the mean time, wev^
accommodated in a hired house. On this, many years
after he makes the following refiections :

" Had I pro*
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« ceeded according to the rules of prudence, I should have
t' first cleared the land, built the house, and then taken in

«' the orphans ; but I found their condition so piiiable, and
« the inhabitants so poor, that I immediately opened an
<' infinnary, hired a large house at a great rent, and took
"

in, at different times, twenty-four orphans. To all this

*' I was encouraged by the example of Professor Franck.
« But 1 forgot to recollect, that Professor Franck built in

« Glaucha, in a populous country, and that I was building
<' in the very tail of the world, where I could not expect
" the least supply, and which the badness of its constiui-

" tion, which every day I expected would be altered, ren-

" dered by far the most expensive part of all hi^ Mujesty's
*» dominions. But had I received more, and ventured less,
" I should have suffered less, and others more." M.S.
The first collection he made in America was at the

Rev. ?.ir. Smith's meeting-house in Charleston, v/hither

he went about the middle of I^Iarch, to see his brother,

the Captain of a ship from En;^land. He was desited,

by some of the inhabitants, to speak in behalf of the poor

orphans ;
and the coDeciion amounted to seventy pounds

sterling. This was no smidl encouragement to him at

that time, especially as he had reason to think it came
from those who had received spiritual benefit by his mi-

nistrations.

Having returned to Savannah, he went to the spot of

ground where he intended the Orphan-house should be

built ; and, upon the 25th day of March, 1740, laid the

first brick of the great house, which he culled Bethesda,
i. e. a house of mercy

* By this time, near forty children

were taken in, to be provided with food and raiment ; and,

counting the workmen and all, he had near a hundred to

be daily fed. He had very little money in bank, and yet
he was not discouraged ; being persuaded that the best

thing he could do at present for the infant colony was, to

carry on the v^'ork.

*
Long after this he writes,

" Blessed be God, I have
not been disappointed in the hope, that it would be a house
and place of mercy to many, both in respect to body and
sc^ul." M.S.
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CHAP. VI.

From his laying the Foxindation bf the Orfihan-house in

Georgia^ to his Arrival in Englaiid^ 1741.

MR. WHITEFIELD again, therefore, set off in a

sloop for Newcastle in Pennsylvania, where he arrived

about tlie middle of April. In this short passage of ten

days, he was much discouraged both by weakness of body
and low spirits ; but, as he observed afterwards, Provi-

dence was infinitely better to him than his fears, and ex-

ceeded his most sanguine expectations ; for, during the

space of two months, he was strengthened to preach, gen-

erally twice, and frequently, besides travelling, thrice a

day. At Philadelphia, the churches were no longer al-

lowed him ; but he preached in the fields to congrega-
tions that consisted sometimes of near ten thousand, and

with great apparent success. Large collections were
made Tor the Orphan-house ; once, not less than an hun-

dred and ten pounds sterling. Societies for praying and

singing were set on foot ; and in every part of the town

many were concerned about their salvation. Some were

wrought upon in a more instantaneous, others in a more

progressive, some in a more silent, others in a more vio-

lent manner.*
At New-York, New-Brunswick, Staten-Island, Bas-

kingridge, Whitely-Creek, Frogs-Manor, Reedy-Island,
there was great cencern upon the mind both of the preach-
er and hearers.

Sometimes he was almost dead with heat and fatigue.

Thrice a-day he was lifted up upon his horse, unable to

mount otherwise ; then rode and preached, and came in

and laid himself along upon two or three chairs. He did

not doubt but such a course would soon take him to his

desired rest. Yet he had many delightful hours with

Messrs. Tennents, Blair, See. "
Night, says he, was as

"
it were turned into day, when we rode singing through

*' the woods. I could not help recommending these men,

* " Many neeroes came j some ©f them inquiringi
< Have I a soul r* M. S.
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" wherever I went, in the strongest manner, because I
*' saw they gloried in tlic cross of Christ/*''^

* M. S. In a journal written by Mr. Wiliiam Seward

(Mr. Whitefield's conipanion in travel) we have the fol-

lowing particulars belonging to this period.
"
April 9, 1740, ivir. Whiicfield proposed my going to

England, upon several important affairs, particularly to

bring over Mr. Hutchins to take care of the Orpiian-house
in his absence—to acquaint the Trustees of Georgia with
the state of the colony, and the means under God for the
better establishment thereof, it being now upheld almost

wholly by the soldiery and Orphan-house, most of the

people, who are unconcerned in either, being gone or go-
ing—The proper means are principally three :—.1. An al-

lowance of negroes.
— 2. A free title to the lands.—-3. An

independent magistracy, viz. such as are able and willing
to serve without fee or reward. My business with the

Trustees will be, farther, to bring over the money lodged
in their hands for building the church at Savannah. I am
inoreover to collect subscriptions for a negro school in

Pennsylvania, where our brother Whitefield proposesno
take up land in order to settle a town for the reception of
such English friends whose hearts God shall incline to

come and settle there.
"
April 13. Mr. Tennent informed us of the great suc-

cess which had attended our brother Whitefield's preach-
ing, when here last. For some time, a general silence

"was fixed by the Lord on people's minds, and many began
seriously to think on what foundation they stood. A gen-
eral outward reformation has been visible. Manv minis-

ters have been quickened in their zeal to preach the word
in season and out of season. Congregations are increased,
and some few, it is hoped, will be brought, through their

convictions, into a sound and saving conversion.
"
April 14. Mr. Jones the Baptist minister, told us of

two other ministers, Mr. Treat and Mr. Morgan, who
Vy'ere so affected with our brother Whitefield's spirit, that

the latter had gene forth, preaching the glad tidings of

salvation, towards the sea-coast in the Jerseys, and many
other places which lay in darkness and the sliadow of death.

The form.cr told his conG-reeation, thai he had beeu hith-"
d'
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With great joy he reached Savannah on the 5th of June,
bringing his orphans, in money and provisions, upwards of
five hundred pounds sterling. Next day, when they came
to public w orship, young and old were all dissolved in

erto deceiving himself and them ; and that he cculd not

preach to them at present, but desh'ed they would join in

prayer with him.
"
April 15. We were informed that an Indian trader

was so affected with brother Whitefield's doctrine, that he
is gone to teach the Indians, with whom he used to trade.

"
April 18. This day was published our brother

Whitefield's Letter to the Inhabitants of Maryland, Vir-

ginia, North and South Carolina, about their abuse of the

poor negroes. (Sec his Works, Vol. IV.)
" Heard of a drinking club that had a negro boy attend-

irlfg them, who used to r^imic people for their diversion.

The gentlemen bid him mimic our brother V/hitefield,
which he was very unwilling to do ; but they insisting

upon it, he stood up and said,
" I speak the truth in Christ,

I lie not ; unless you repent you will all be damned.'*

This unexpected speech broke up the club, which has not

met since.
" Notice was given of a new lecture, at Germantown,

every Thursday, by four ministers.
"
April 22. Agreed v/iih Mr. Allen for five thousand

^cres of land on the forks of Delaware, at 22001. sterling,
the conveyance to be made to Mr. Whitefield, and after

that assigned to me, as security for my advancing the

TTiOney.
—Mr. Whitefield proposes to give orders for build-

ing the negro school on the purchased land, before he
leaves the province.

"
April 24. Came to Christopher Wigner's plantation

in Shippack, where many Dutch people are settled, and

where the famous Mr. Spalemburg resided lately. It was

surprizing to sec such a multitude of people gathered to-

gether in such a wilderness country, thirty miles distant

from Pliiladelphia. Our brother was exceedingly carried

out, in his sermon, to press poor sinners to come to Christ

by faith, and claim all their privileges : viz. not only

righteousness and peace, but joy in the Holy Ghost : and

after he had done, our dear friend Peter Bochler preached
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tears. Some who came to visit them were also deeply

impressed
—

particularly Mr. Hugh Bryan and his family
*

)

in Dutch, to those who could not understand our brother

in English.
" Before our brotlier left Philadelphia, he v/as desired

to visit one who was under a deep sense of sin from hear-

ing him preach. And in praying with this person, he \va.s

so carried beyond himself, that the whole company (which
were about twenty) seemed to be filled with the Holy
Ghost, and magnified the God of Heaven.

"
x\pril 25. Rose at three o'clock ; and though our

brother Whitefield was very weak in body, yet the Lord
enabled him to ride near fifty miles, and to preach to about

five thousand people at Amwell, with the same power as

usual. Mr. Gilbert Tennent, Mr. Rowland, Mr. Wales^
and Mr. Campbell, four godly ministers, met us here.

"
April 26. Came to New-Brunswick.—?4et Mr. Noel

from New-York, a zealous promoter of our Lord's king-
dom. He said their society at New-York was increased

from seventy to one hundred and seventy, and was daily

increasing ; and that Messrs. Gilbert and William Ten-

nents, Mr. Rowland, and several others, were hard la-

bourers in our Lord's vineyard.
"
April 2S. Had a most alTectionate parting with cup

dear brother Whitefield, and our other brethren."

The rest of Mr. Seward's Journal was written mostly
during his passage to England, where he arrived June 19,

and with which it concludes. Mr. Whitefield, in the new
edition of his Journals, 1756, observes, "

April 28, 1740.

This was the last time I saw my worthy friend ; for before

my return to England, he \vas entered into his rest, hav-

ing left behind a glorious testimony of the transforming
efficacy of converting grace. This hath also been the

happy case of his brother Benjamin, who lately finished

his course with joy."
* For a more particular account of Mr. Bryan's family,

and of his visit to Mr. Whitefield, and what followed upon
it, See No. I. of "

Living Christianity delineated, in the
Diaries and Letters of Mr. Hugh Bryan and Mrs. Mary
Hutson." Recommended by the Rev, Dr. Condcr and
Dr. Gibbons,
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and some of his rehuions. Several from Beaufort in

South-Carolina then received their first impressions. All

these things gave him great encouragement. And though
his family was now great (near a hundred and

fifty, in-

cluding workmen) and the plan laid down v/culd have re-

quired some thousands to support it, and although very
often he had not tv/enty pounds in cash, he was still kept
from being disheartened, and his friends, believing the

v/ork to be of God, continued cheerfully to assist him.

Thous-h he was verv v^eak in bodv, vet the cry from
various quarters for more preaching, and the necessity of

supplying so large a family, made him go again to Charles-

ton, where, as well as at Dorchester. Ashly-ferry, Ponpon,
and John's Island, he preached to very attentive and af-

fected auditories. Charleston was the place of the great-
est success, and of the greatest opposition. The Com-
missary poured out his anathemas, refused to give him
the sacrament, and published some letters against him.

But all in vain : he preached twice almost every day, to

great crowds, in the Independent and Baptist meeting-
houses ;.

besides expounding in the evening in merchants*

houses. Thus he went on successfully (though often

ready to die with the excessive heat) till the end of Au-

gust ; when, having received most pressing invitations

iVom the Rev. Dr. Colman and Mr. Cooper, ministers in

Boston, and being desirous of seeing the descendants of

the good old Puritans, and their seats of learning, and

having encouragement that something might be done for

the Orphan-house, he embarked in the Orphan-house
sloop for New-England, in company with several Charles-

ton friends, and arrived at Rhode- Island, September 14.

Here several gentlemen soon came to visit him, among
whom was the Rev. Mr. Clap, an aged dissenting minis-

ter, in whom he thought he saw what manner of men the

old Puritans were, who first settled New-England, and

was much delighted with his conversation. They went

together to the incumbent's house., to ask the use of the

church, which was granted : and in it he preached thre^

days, twice a day, to deeply affected auditories.

This he thought was a happy entrance into New-Eng-
land. But he was still more agreeably surprised, when,
before he got to Boston, he was met several miles from
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the city, by the Governor's son, and some of the minis-

ters, and principal inhabitants, ^vho conducted him to Mr.
St—nf—rd's (brother in law to Dr. Colman) who with his

Colleague Mr. Cooper, and many others, came and joined
in prayer.

Jonathan Belcher, Esq. \^.s then Governor of the Mas-
sachusetts colony, and Josiah Willard, Secretary. Both
these gentlemen were his sincere friends ; so were the

ministers, Messrs. Webb, Foxcraft, Prince, Dr. Sewall,

Gee, &c. To avoid, however, giving any just offence, he
went to the English church to morning prayers ; but

finding, by conversation with the Commissary, and some
other clergy, that there was no access there, he began
preaching in the afternoon at Dr. Colman's meeting-house,
and so went round (except when he preached on the com-

mon) to the other meeting-houses, especially the largest
of them, for some time together.

Governor Belcher generally attended. Secretary Wil-

lard, and several of the Council, set the same example*
and all seemed to vie who should show the greatest res-

pect. Congregations were exceeding large, both within

and without ; and were much affected. Old Mr. Waiter,
who succeeded Mr. Elliot, commonly called the Apostle
of the Indians, at Roxbury, saidit v/as Puritanism revived ;

and Dr. Colman said, when preaching at his meeting-
house the Sunday following, that " it was the happiest
day he ever saw in his life."

He preached also at Cambridge, Marblehead, Ipswich,

Newbury, Hampton, York, Portsmouth, Salem, and Mai-

den, to large congregations. The gentlemen of the great-
est repute had their houses open, in every place ; collec-

tions were readily made for the orphans ; and, in about a

week, having preached sixteen times, and rode a hundred
and seventy miles, he returned to Boston, October 6.

Here the congregations were still increased. At his

farewel sermon, it was supposed, there were near twenty
thousand people. He received a great number of letters,
and could have spent whole days in conversing with those
that came to him under soul concern. Ministers and
students attended. Little children were impressed. The
contributions for the orphans were \ery considerable,

D 2
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amounting, in town and country, to near five hundred

pounds sterling.
He set out next for Northampton ; having read in Eng-

land an account of a remarkable work of conversion there,

published by their pastor, the Rev. Mr. Jonathan Ed-
wards

;
and liavin?^ a great desire to see him, and to hear

the account from his own mouth.
At Concord, Sudbury, Marlborough, Worcester, Lei-

cester, Hadley, places all lying in the way, pulpits and
houses were every where opened, and a continued influ-

ence attended his preaching. At Northampton, when he
came to remind them of what God had formerly done for

them, it was like putting fire to tinder. Both minister

and people were much moved ; as were the children of

the family, at an exhortation which their father desired

Mr. Whitefield to give them.
After leaving Northampton, he preached in Westfield,

Springfield, Suffield, AVindsor, Hartford, Wethersfield,
Middletown and Wallingford, to large and affected con-

gregations ; and October 23d reached New-Haven, where
he was affectionately received by Mr. Pierpont, brother-

in law to Mr. Edwards, and had the pleasure of seeing his

friend Mr. Noel, of New-York, who brought him letters

from Georgia. Here also, he \vas m.uch refreshed with

the conversation of several gospel ministers. It being as-

sembly time, and the Governor and Burgesses then sit-

ting-, he stayed till Lord's day, and had the pleasure to see

numbers daily impressed. The good old Governor, par-

ticularly, was much affected ; and at a private visit which

Mr. Whitefield paid him, said,
" Thanks be to God for

*' such refreshings in our way to Heaven."
On Monday morning he set forward, and preached with

usual success at Milford, Stratford, Fairfield, Norwalk,
and Stamford, where he was visited by some ministers

under deep concern.

This was on the borders of New-York province, into

which he now again entered, and preached at Rye and

Kingsbridge, on his way to the city of New-York, where

he arrived October 30. Here for three days successively,

and afterwards at Staten-Island, Newark, Baskingridge,
his preaching appeared to be attended with more success

than ever. At Trenton he bad a long conference with
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some ministers about Mr. Gilbert Tennenl's complying
with an invitation to go and preach in New- England.
After prayer, and considering the arguments both for and

against this proposal, they thought it best he should go ;

which, however diffident of himself, he was persuaded to

do. And his ministrations were attended with an extra-

ordinary blessing to multitudes, as is particularly narrated

elsewhere.*

* See Prince's Christian History, or Historical Collec-

tions of the Success of the Golpel, Vol. 11. where the facts

are set down in the order of time.

About this time Mr. Whitefield wrote his letter to some
Church-Members of the Presbyterian persuasion, in An-
swer to certain Scruples and Queries which they had pro-

posed. See Works, Vol. IV.

What sort of reception he had in New-England, will

farther appear from the following letters of some eminent
ministers of Boston, and adjacent towns, published by the
Rev. Mr. Josiah Smith, of Charleston, in the South-Caro-
lina Gazette.

October I, 1740.

Rev, and Dear Sir^
*' Your kind letter by Mr. Whitefield, and your other,

«re both now before me. You raised our expectations of

him very much, as did his Journals more, and Mr. P. of
New-York concurred with them ; but we own, now that

we have seen and heard him, that our expectations are all

answered and exceeded, not only in his zealous and fervent

abounding labours, but in the command of the hearts and
affections of his hearers. He has been received here as

an angel of God, and servant of Jesus Christ. I hope this

visit to us will be of very great use and benefit to minis-
ters and people. He has found his heart and mouth much
opened to speak freely and boldly to us, and he finds it

received with joy." The same Gentleman, November
29, 1740, writes thus :—" Mr. Whitefield left us seven
weeks ago ; the last week we heard of him at Philadel-

phia. I hear that much of the presence of God is with
him. He has left a blessing behind him, we hope, with
us. Our people, high and low, old and young, are very
swift to hear. The excellent meekness of Mr. White-
field's Answer to the Queriests, will honour hioi to ycu.'
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. Saturday, November 8, Mr. Whitefield cam© back to

Philadelphia, and next day preached to several thousands
in a house built for that purpose since his last departure.
Here he both heard of and saw many, who were the fruits

of his former ministrations ; and continued among them

Another, in a Letter, October 22, 1740, expresses him-
self thus :

" Though it is always a singular pleasure to

me to hear from you, yet your two letters by Mr. White-
field had a new circumstance of pleasure from the dear
hand that presented them. I perceive you was impatient
to know what sort of entering in he had among us. We
(ministers, rulers, and people) generally received him as

an angel of God. When he preached his farewel sermon
in our common, there were twentv-three thousand at a

moderate computation. We are abundantly convinced,
that you spoke the words of truth and soberness in your
sermon relating to him. Such a pov>^er and presence of

God with a preacher, and in religious assemblies, I never
saw before ;

but I would not limit the Holy One of Israel.

The prejudices of many are quite conquered, and expecta-
tions of others really outdone, as they freely own. A con-

siderable number are awakened, and many Christians

seem to be greatly quickened. He has preached twice at

Cambridge ; he has one warm friend there, Mr. ,

the tutor, who has followed him to Northampton; and will,

for ought I know, to Georgia. But Mr. Whitefield has

not a warmer friend any where than the first man among
us. Our Governor has shewed him the highest respect,
carried him in his coach from place to place, and could

not help following him fifty miles out of town.—I hope
the'religion of the country will fare the better for the im-

pressions left on him." The same Gentleman writes,

December 2, 1740—" The man greatly beloved, I sup-

pose, may be with you before now. That his visit here

will be esteemed a distinguished mercy of Heaven by

many, I am well satisfied. Every day gives me fresh

proofs of Christ's speaking in him. A small set of gen-
tlemen amongst us, when they saw the aftections of the

people so moved under his preaching, would attribute it

only Lo the force of sound and gestures. But the impres-
sions on many are so lasting, and have been so transform-
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till November 17, preaching twice a da)'. Afterwards he

pre.iched in Gloucester, Greenwich, Piles-Grove, Cohan-

sie, Salem, Newcastle, Whiteley-Creek, Frog's-Manor,
Nottingham ; in many or most of which places the con-

gregations were numerous, and deeply affected.

in,^, as to carry plain signatures of a divine hand going
along v/ith him. Another Gentleman writes, October 21,

1740, and thanks me for recommending to him so worthy
a person as the Rev. Mr. Whitefield, who has preached
Christ and tiie great truths of the gospel among them,
with remarkable fervour of spirit, and to a general accept-
ance ;

and hopes that there are many awakened by his-

ministry.
—Another of the same date writes, that he had

conceived very highly of him by some clauses in my pri-
vate letter, and the sermon I preached by way of apology,
kc. but confesses he had not gone h.igh enough in his

opinion of him, and that his expectations are more than
answered in him.—Another, November 21, 1740, blesses

(iod that he was sent thither ; that he had so many op-
portunities of seeing him, and sitting under his ministry.
That he appeared to him awonderful man indeed ; that

his preaching was accompanied with a divine power and

energy, beyond any man's he had ever heard before : and
the effects of his ministry were very marvellous among
them.— I shall conclude with the following passage of an-

other Gentleman, in a letter of November I, 1740 :—" I

received yours by the Rev. Mr. Whitefield, with whom I

coveted a great deal more private conversation than 1 had

opportunity for, by reason of the throngs of people almost

perpetually with him. But he appears to be full of the
love of God, and fired with an extraordinary zeal for the

cause of Christ, and applies himself Vv'ith the most inde-

fatigable diligence that ever was seen among us, for the

promoting the good of souls. His head, his heart, his

hands, seem to be full of his Master's business. His dis-

courses especially when he goes into the expository way,
are very entertaining. Every eye is fixed upon him, and

every ear chained to his lips. Most are very much affect-

ed ; many awakened and convinced ; and a general seri-

ousness excited. His address, more especially to the

passions, is wonderful, and beyond what I htive ever seeiiu
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November 22, he got (.o Bohemia in Maryland, and
from thence he ^vent to Reedy-Island. At both places his

pleaching was attended with great influence. And at the

last (their sloop being detained by contrary winds near a

Meek) he preached frequently. All the captains and
crews of the ships that were wind-bound constantly attend-

ed, and great numbers crowded out of the country, some
as far as from Philadelphia ; and as great concern as ever

came upon their minds.

December 1, he set sail from Reedy-Island for Charles-

ton in South-Carolina, and here he makes the follov/ing
remark :

" It is now the seventy-fifth day since I arrived
" at Rhode-Island. My body was then weak, but the
" Lord has mucli renewed its strength. I have been ena-
" bled to preach, I think, an hundred and seventy-five
*' times in public, besides exhorting frequently in private.
«' I have travelled upvrards of eight hundred miles, and
'•

gotten upwards of seven hundred pounds sterling, in
"
goods, provisions and money, for the Georgia orphans..

*' Never did I perform my journeys with so little fatigue,
" or see such a continuance of the divine presence in the
"
congregations to whom I have preached. Praise the

« Lord, O my soul."*

After a pleasant passage of eight or nine days, and

preaching again at Charleston and Savannah, he arrived

on the 14lh of December at the Orphan-house, where he

found his family comfortably settled. At Rhode-Island he

had providentially met with Mr. Jonathan Barber, whose

I think I can truly say, that his preaching has quickened
ine, and I believe it has many others besides, as well as

the people. Several of my flock, especially the younger
sort, have been brought under convictions by his preach-

ing ; and there is this remarkable amongst them of the

good eii'ects of his preaching, that the word preached now

by us seems more precious to them, and comes with more

power upon them. My prayer for him is, that his precious
life may be lengthened out, and that he may be an instru-

ment of reviving dying religion in all places whithersoever

he comes, who seerps to be wonderfully fitted for, as well

as spirited to it.'*

*
Journals, December 1, 1740.
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heart was very much knit to him, and who was willing to

help him at the Orphan-house. Him, therefore, he left

superintendant for the spiritual, and Mr. Hiibersham for

the temporal affairs : and having spent a very comfortable

Christmas with his Orpiian family, he set off again for

Charleston,* where he arrived January 3, 1741, and preach-
ed twice every day as usual, to most affectionate audito-

ries, till the 16th of January, when he went on board for

Enc;land. He arrived the 11th of March at Falmouth,
rode post to London, and preached at Kennington-Com-
mon the Sunday following.

CHAP. VII.

From his Arrival in England^ in the Year 1741, io his

leaving Scotland^ the same Year.

THE new and unexpected situation in which he now
found himself will be best described in his own words:-—
*' But what a trying scene appeared here 1 In my zeal,

during my journey through America, I had written two

well-meant, though injudicious letters, against England's
two great favourites—the Whole Duty of Man, and Arch-

bishop Tillotson, w^ho, I said, knew no more of religion
than Mihomet. The Moravians had made inroads upon
the societies. Mr. John Wesley, some way or other, had
been prevailed on to preach and print in favour of perfec-

tion, and universal redemption ;
and very strongly against

election, a doctrine which I thought, and do now believe,
was taught me of God, therefore could not possibly recede
from. Thinking it ip.y duty so to do, I had written an an-

* At Charleston, the Commissary was going to proceed
against him for correcting aixl preparing for the press a

letter written by Mr. Hugh B——n, in which it was hint-

ed that the clergy break their canons. He also laid him
under svispension for omitting to use the form of prayer
prescribed in the communion-book, when officiating in a

dissenting congregation.—But Mr. Whitcfield gave se-

curity for his appearance, and appealed home.
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swer attlie Orphan-house, which though revised, and much
approved of by some good and judicious divines, I think
had sonrje loo ttrong- expressions about absolute reproba-
tion, vi^hich the apostle leaves rather to be inferred than ex-

pressed. The world was ang;ry at me for the former,
and numbers of my own spiritual children for the latter.

One that got some hundreds of pounds by my Sermons,
being led away by the T^loravians, refused to print for me
any more ; and others wrote to me that God v.'ould destroyme in a fortnight ; and thai; my fall was as great as Peter's,
Instead of having thousands to attend me, scarce one of

my spiritual children came to sec me from morning to

night. Once, at Kennington-Comuion, I had not above a
hundred to hear me. At the same lime I was much em-
barrassed in my outv/ard circumstances. A thousand
pounds I ovred for the Orph^.n-house. Two hundred and

fifty pounds, bills drawn upon Mr. Seward, now dead, uere
returned upon me. I was ilso tin eat lined to be arrested
for two hundred pounds more.. I\I) travelling expences
also to be dcfrvyed. A family of a hundred to be daily
maintained, four thousands miles off, in the dearest place
of the King's dominions, 'i'en thousand times would I

rather have died tfian part with my old friends. It would
have melted any heart to have heaidMr. Charles Wesley
and me weeping after prayer, thai, if possible, the breach

might be prevented. Once I preached in the Foundery
(a place which Mr. John Wesley had procured in my ab-

sence) on Gal. iii. but no more. All my work was to be-

gin again. One day I was exceedingly refreshed in read-

ing Beza's Life of Calvin, wherein were these words—
< Calvin turned out of Geneva, but behold a Church ari-

ses.* A gentlewoman lending me three hundred pounds
to pay the present Orphan-house demand, and a serious

person (whom I never saw or heard of) giving me a

guinea, I had such confidence, that I ran down with it to a

friend, and expressed my hope that God, who sent this

person with the guinea, would make it up fifteen hun-
dred ; which was the sum I thought would be wanted.

" Never had I preached in Moorfields on a week day.
But, in the strength of God, I began on Good-Friday, and
continued twice a-day, walking backing and forward from

Lcadenhall, for seme time preaching under one of the
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Itees, and had the mortification of seeing numbers of my
spiritual children,who but a twelve-month ago could have

plucked out their eyes for me, running by me whilst

preaching, disdaining so much as to look at me, and some
of them putting their fingers in their ears, that they might
not hear one word I said.

" A like scene opened at Bristol, where I was denied

preaching in the house I had founded : busy bodies, on
both sides, blew up the coals. A breach ensued. But as

both sides differed in judgment, and not in affection, and
aimed at the glory of our common Lord ; though we hear*

kened too much to tale-bearers on both sides, v/e were

kept from anathematizing each other, and went on in our
usual way ; being agreed in one point, endeavoring to con-

vert souls to the ever-blessed Mediator."*

In consequence of this, one Mr. Cennick, a preacher,
who could not fall in with Mr. Wesley's sentiments, and
one or two more in like circumstances, having joined Mr.
Whitefield, they began a new house in Kingswood, and
soon established a school among them that favoured Cul-

vinistical principles. And here, and in several other pla-

ces, they preached to very large and serious congrej^a-
lions, in the same manner as he had done in America.

Thither he intended to return as soon as possible.-^

Meantime, it being inconvenient, on account of the weath-

er, to preach morning and evening in Moorfield—some
Free Grace Dissenters (who stood by him closely in that

time of trial) got the loan of a piece of ground, and en-

gaged with a carpenter to build a large temporary shed,
to screen the auditory from cold and rain, which he called

* About this time he was ordered to attend in the Part>

liament House, to give information concerning the state

of the Colony in Georgia.
"
April K), 1741.—I have been

at the Parliament House. The Georgia affair was ad-

journed. It was somewhat of a trial to be in the House,
I then renvembered what the Apostle said,

" We are be-

come a spectacle to men." My Appeal will come to no-

thing, I believe. I have waited upon the Speaker. He
received me very kindly."

Again,
^' He treated me kindly, and assured me that

there would be no persecution in the King's reign*"
E



50 THE LIFE OF

a Tabernacle, as it was only intended to be made use of
for a few montlis, during his stay in his native covintry.
The place fixed upon was very near the Foundery, which
he disliked, because he thought it looked like erecting al-

tar against altar ; but, upon this occasion, he remarks,
*' All was wonderfully overruled for good and for the fur-

therance of the gospel. A fresh awakening immediately
began. Congregations grew exceeding large, and at the

people's desire I sent (necessity reconciling me more and
more to lay-preaching) for Messrs. Cennick, Harris, Sea-

gVave, Humphries, 8cc. See. to assist." See M. S.

Fresii doors were now opened to him, and invitations

sent to him from many places where he had never been.

At a Common, near Braidtree in Essex, upwards of ten

thousand persons attended. At Kalstea-d, Dedham, Cos-

sleshall, Weathersfield, Colchester, Bury, and Ipswich, the

congregations were very large and much affected.*

At this time, also, he was strongly solicited by religious

persons, of different persuasions, to visit Scotland. Seve-
ral letters had past between him and the Messrs. Erskines,
some time before,! and he had a great desire to see them.

* " Sweet was the conversation I had v/ith several min-
isters of Christ. But our own clergy grew more and

more shy, now they knew I was a Calvinist; though no
doubt (as ^Ir. Bedford told me when going to the Bishop
of London) our Articles are Calvinistical." M. S.

t See his Journals, and his Letters to the Rev. Mr. R.

Erskine, and the Rev. Mr. E. Erskine.

In his last to Mr. E. E. before coming to Scotland, he
"writes—"

M€iy 1 6, 174 1 . This morning I received a kind

letter from your brother Ralph, who thinks it best for me
wholly to join the Associate Presbytery, if it should please
God to send me into Scotland. This I cannot altogether
comiO into. I come only as an occasional preacher, to

preach the simple gospel to all that are willing to hear

me, of whatever denomination. I write this, that there

may not be the least misunderstanding between us. I

love and honor the Associate Presbytery in the bowels of

Jesus Christ : But let them not be offended, if in all things
i cannot immediately fall in with them."

To the same purpose he writes to Mr. R. E. May 23.
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lie therefore took his passage from I^ondon to Leith,
where (after five days, which he employed in writing m^v-

iiy excelleiit letters to the Orphans, Sec. lie anivedJuly
30, 1741. Several persons of distinction most gladly re-

ceived lum, and would have had him preach at Edinburgh
directly ; but he was detei'mined that the Rev. Messrs.

Krskine"^ should have the first ofler ; and therefore went

immediately to Dunfermline, and preached in Mr Er-

skine's Meeting-house.
Great persuasions were used io detain him at Dunferm-

line, and as great to keep l>im from preaching for, and

visiting, the Rev. IMr. Wardlaw, who had been colleague
to Mr. Ralph Erskine about twenty years ; and who, as

well as the Rev. Mr. Davidson, a dissenting minister in

England, that went along with Mr. Whitefield, were look-

ed upon as perjured, for not adhering to the Solemn

League and Covenant. This was new language to him,*
and therefore unintelligible.—But that he might be better

informed, it was proposed that the Rev. Mr. Moncrief,
Mr. Ebenezer Erskine, and others, members of the asso-

ciate Presbytery, should convene in a few days, in order
to give him farther light.

In the mean time, Mr. Ralph Erskine accompanied him '

to Edinburgh, where he preached in the Orphan-house
Park (field-preaching being no novelty in Scotland) to a

very large and affected auditory, upon these words—
*' The Kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but right-
eousness and joy in the Holy Ghost.'* The next day he

preached in the West Kirk, and expressed great pleasure
in hearing two Gospel Sermons from the Rev. Mr. Gust-

hart, and the Rev. Mr. Macvicar. And the following day,
he preached in the Cannongate church, where Mr. Ralph
Erskine went up with him into the pulpit.

According to promise, he returned with him to Dun-
fermline, where Mr. E, Erskine, and several of the Asso-
ciate Presbytery, were met together. When Mr. White-
iield came, they soon proposed to proceed to business.—
He asked them for what purpose. They answered, to

discourse, and set him right about Church government,
and the Solemn League and Covenant. He replied, they
might save themselves that trouble, for he had no scruple
about itj and that settling Church Government, and preach'-
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ing about the Solemn League and Covenant, was not hb
plan. He then told them something of his experience,
and how he was led into his present way of acting. One
of them, in particular, said he was deeply affected. And Mr.
E. Erskine desired they would have patience with him, for

that having been born and bred in England, and never stu-

died the point, he could not be supposed to bo perfectly

acquainted with it. But Mr. M. insisted, that he was
therefore more inexcusable, for England had revolted
most with respect to Church Government ; and that he>

being born and educated there, could not but be acquaint-
ed with the matter in debate. Mr. Whitefield told him,
he had never made the Solemn League and Covenant the

subject of his study, being too busy about matters which
he judged of greater importance. Several replied, that

every pin of the Tabernacle was precious. He answered,
that in every builcting there were outside and inside work-
men ; that the latter, at present, was his province : that

if they thought themselves called to the former, they
might proceed in their own way, and he would proceed in

his. He then asked them seriously, what they would have
him to do. The answer was, that he was not desired to

subscribe immediately to the Solemn League and Cove-

nant, but to preach only for them, till he had further light.
He asked, Why only for them. Mr. R. E. said,

« They
were the Lord*s people." He then asked. Were no other

the Lord's people but themselves. If not, and if others
were the Devil's people, they had more need to be

preached to ; that for his part, all places were alike ta
him ; and that if the Pope himself would lend him his

pulpit, he would gladly proclaim in it the righteousness
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Something passed about taking
two of their brethren with him to England, to settle Pres-

bytery there ; and then, with two more, to go and settle

Presbytery in America. But he asked. Suppose a num-
ber of Independents should come, and declare, that after

the greatest search, they were convinced that Independ-
ency was the right Chmxh Government, and would dis-

turb nobody, if tolerated, should they be tolerated ? They
answered, No.—Soon aft€r this the company broke up.
And Mr. M. preached upon Isa. xxi. 11,12.

" Watch-
man, what of the night? Sec.'* And took occasion to de-

claim strongly against the Ceremonies of the Church of
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fingland, and to argue,*
" That one who held Commun-

ion with that Church, or with the backslidden Church of

Scotland, could not be an Instrument of Reformation."

The consequence of all this was, an open breach. Mr.
Whitefield retired thoughtful and uneasy to his closet ;

and, after preaching in the fields, sat down and dined with

them, and then took a final leave.f

Many waited at Edinburgh to know the issue of the con-

ference, who were not disappointed in the event. Thither

he returned, after preaching at Innerkeithing, and the

Queen's ferry ; and continued preaching, always twice,

often thrice, and once seven times, a-day, for some weeks

together. The churches were open, but, not being able

to hold half the congregations, he generally preached
twice a-day in the Orphan-Hospital Park to many thou-

sands. Persons of the best fashion, as well as of the

meaner rank attended ',\ at some of their houses he gene-

rally expounded, every evening. And every day, almost,
there were new evidences of the success of his labors.

Numbers of ministers and students came to hear him, and

aged, experienced Christians told him they could set

their seal to what he preached.

* " I attended ; but the good man so spent himself in

the former part of his sermon, in talking against prelacy,
the Common Prayer Book, the surplice, the rose in the

hat, and such like externals ; that when he came to the

latter part of his text, to invite poor sinners to Jesus

Christ, his breath was so gone, that he could scarce be
heard. What a pity that the last was not first, and th^
first last !"

t
"
Having dropped something about persons building

a Babel, Mrs. said, it was a hard saying. Upon
which I replied, I feared it was a true one, and that they
would find the Babel fall down about their ears. I was
never received into their house any more. Thus was I

called to make another sacrifice of my affections. But
what I had met with in England made this the more easy.'*"

\ Among his particular friends were the Marquis of

Lothian, the Earl of Leven, Lord Rae, Lady Mary Ham-
ilton, Lady Frances Gardiner, Lady Jean Nimmo, Lady
DirletoB.

E2
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In this Erst yisit to Scotland, he preeched at Edinburgh,
Glasgow, Aberdeen, Dundee, Paisley, Perth, Stirling,
Crief, Falkirk, Airth, Kingla?sie, Culross, Kinross, Cou-

per of Fife ;
and also, at Stonehive, Benholm, Montrose,

Drechin, Forfar, Couper of Angus ; and at Innerkeithing,
Nevvbottle, Galashields, Maxton, and Haddington ; and in

the west country, at Killern, Fintry, and Balfrone. To
other places to which he was invited,* he did not go at

this time. But (having collected above five hundred

pounds, in money and goods, for his Orphans) he left Ed-

inburgh in the latter end of October, to go through Wales^
in his w«y to London.

CHAP. VIII.

i.ett€ra from Ministers and private ChHstians i?i Scotland^,

refireicnting JMr. Whitejidd'a r€cep.tion and success therej

in the year 174L

HIS reception, ministrations and success, at the

j^rincipal places in Scotland, will farther appear from the

following Letters.

At Edinburgh, one of the ministers of that city thus

writes to him :—"April 20, !742.t Rev. and Dear Sir,

Knowing thst many are careful to inform you, from time

to time^ what passes here, I have hitherto delayed answer-

ing your most acceptable Letter, until I should tell you
"with the greatest certainty, what were the blessed effects

of your ministrations amongst us
; and can now assure

you, that they were not more surprising than lasting. I

don't know or hear of any wrought upon by your minis-

try, but are holding on in the paths of truth and right-

eousness. They seem possessed of a truly Christian

spirit. Jesus is precious to their souls ; and, like the

morning light, they are advancing with increasing bright-

ness to the peifect day. Since you left Scotland numbers

* Among these was Cambuslang, and some places i»

the north of Scotland.

t Glasgow Weekly History, No. XXVIL
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in -different corners have been awakened. Many^^in a

hopeful way. Religion in this sinful city revives and

flourishes. Ordinances are more punctually attended on..

People hear the word with gladness, and receive it in

faith and love. New meetings for prayer and spiritual
conference are erecting every where. Religious conver-

sation has banished slander and calumny from several tea-

tables, and christians are not ashamed to own their dear

Lord and Master. Praise is perfected out of the mouths
of babes and sucklings ; and some stout-hearted sinners,

captivated to the obedience of Christ.
*' I cannot easily express, with what pleasure I write

these things ; and doubtless, they will give you no less

joy in reading them. Should not these droppings of the^

dew of heaven encourage our faith and hope of a plentiful
effusion of the Spirit, which will at once change our bar-

ren wilderness hito a fruitful field ? Should not this hasten

your return, that we may take sweet counsel together, and
enter into the house of God in company ? You are often

on our hearts. Wc long to see you face to face. May
much of your great Master's presence ever attend and
come along with you."'

Mr. George Muir, (afterwards the Rev. Dr. Muir) lat&

Minister of Paisley, thus wrote to James Aitken, school-

master in Glasgow :—"
Edinburgh, August 8, 1743. As

you desire, I have, with the assistance of Mr. Archibald

JBowie, Mr. Dun, and the Sergeant, informed myself a lit-

tle with respect to the number and situations of the pray-

ing Societies in this place, which you will take as follows :

They are, as near as v/e can guess, between twenty-four
and thirty in number, some of which will necessarily be

obliged to divide, by reason of too many meeting togeth-
er ; and that will increase the number. Amongst them
are several meetings of boys and girls, who, in general,
seem not only to be growing in grace, but really increa-

sing in knowledge. The little lambs appear to be unwil*

ling to rest upon duties, or any thing short of Christ ; as

a young gentleman of my acquaintance told me, when
under a temptation to think that he was surely seeking
some imaginary refuge, instead of the Saviour, he was
made to cry out in prayer,

" Lord, I want nothing else,

and will have nothing short of the very Christ of God.'^
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There are several meetings of young women, who (al-

though I never as yet visited any of them) I am inform-

ed, hold on very well. The Sergeant tells me, that at

one of these meetings, on the morning of the Lord's day,
he has known them all wet with a flood of tears, melted
down with love to Christ, and affection to one another for

Christ's sake. I have myself been much ravished (when
in a meeting in the room below where some of these re-

sort) to hear them sing the Lord's praises with such me-
lodious voices. There are numbers of young men who
meet for the excellent purpose of glorifying God, and

promoting christian knowledge ; amongst some of them
I have the honor to be a member ; many of them are Di-

vines, who are useful in instructing the weaker sort of us ;

and that they endeavor to do with the greatest anxiety and
desire. A good number of old men, substantial, standing
christians, meet for their edification and instruction, (the

glory of their God being always their chief end) and are

hereby often revived, and very much refreshed. The
generality of these sorts, above mentioned, do walk very
circumspectly, and really make it appear to the world,
that they have been with Jesus : which is very much evi-

denced in their cheerfully bearing reproaches for Christ's

sake. And upon the whole, we hope there is such a flame

kindled, as shall never be extinguished. And with re-

spect to two particular societies, whereof Mr. Bowie is a

member, he gave me the enclosed* m writing ; which

* To Mr. Muir. "Edii>burgh, August 6, 1743. As
you desire a short account of the two societies I am con-

cerned in, I shall give it in a very few words. They consist

of twenty-five or twenty-six members each ; and, except
a very few, are all persons whose concern about religion

began in the late awakening. I never saw the ends of

such societies answered near so well as among these. I

think I may safely declare, that I was never witness to sa

much of real christian exercise among any persons I have

known, as I have observed to my great satisfaction, among
most of them. It is most amazing to observe how much
some of them, who at their first concern were brutishly

ignorant of every thing good, have now made such advan-

ces in knowledge that ihey excel those who wereformerr
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you will peruse and return. This is not all ; for several

country people are beginning to assemble together in lit-

tle meetings, to worship their God : particularly the Ser-

geant informs me of one about two miles from this place,
"where several ploughmen, and other illiterate persons^
meet for the most noble ends and purposes ; and are going-
most sweetly on, much increased in grace and knowledge,
and some are daily added to their number. I am inform-

ed from the east country, (where there have been no so-

cieties since the secession) that about old Cambus, six

miles from Dunbar, many are now meeting together for

social prayer, and mutual conversation about matters of

religion, v/herein the Lord is with them of a truth. And
in that place there is more eager thirsting for the word
than usual, and the ministers are learning to speak with

new tongues. And one of my acquaintance, who was in

this place last winter, has happily been the Lord's instru-

ment in beginning these societies. How beautiful and re-

freshing is it, my dear frieiKl, to hear of so many following
after the despised Jesus ? Should we not take it as a tokea
for good, that young ones, instead of spending their spare
hours in idle, vain and unprofitable play, do now assemble,
and join in calling upon tlic Lord ? Is it not a good sign
to hear many p)oor foolish virgins (instead of being em-
ployed in the vanities of the generality of their sex) meet-

ing together for prayer ; and many prodigal youths, in-

stead of revelling and drunkenness, chambering and wan-
tonness, now breathing after the knowledge of Jesus
Christ and him crucified f O that the Lord would more

ly before them. The concern about their own salvation is

not only remarkable, but the abiding earnestness they
show in their prayers for the increase of the Redeemer's

kingdom, is most desirable ; and the care they show in

watching over one another is one convincing evidence of
their brotherly love, and true christian tenderness. I

might say a great deal more, but must conclude.

I am, &c. A. Bowie."
There is also notice taken of some remarkable conver-

sions, and of the reformation observed in the Edinburgh
Hospitals, in Numbers U), 11 and 15, of the Glasgow-

Weekly History.
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and more exert his almighty power amongst us. There
are several other societies for prayer, netir about this ciiy,

prospering very well."

The Rev. Mr. MacCuUoch of Cambuslang thus writes

to Mr. Whitefield, a few months after his first visit to

Glasgow :*—" As it is matter of great joy and thankful-

ness to God, who sent you here, and gave you so much
countenance, and so remarkably crowned your labours

when here at Glasgow with success ;
so I doubt not but

the following account, of the many seals to your ministry
in and about that city, will be very rejoicing to your heait,
as our glorious Redeemer's Kingdom is so much advan-

ced, and the everlasting happiness of immortal souls pro-
moted.

" I am well informed by some ministers, and other ju-
dicious and experienced Christians, that there are to the

number of fifty persons already got notice of, in and about

Glasgow, that, by all that can be judged by persons of the
best discerning in spiritual things, are savingly coQverted

by the blessing and power of God accompanying your ten

sermons in that place ; besides several others under con-

victions, not reckoned in this number, whose state re-

mains, as yet, a little doubtful ;
and besides, several Chris-

tians of considerable standing, who were much strength-

ened, revived and comforted, by means of hearing your
sermons

; being made to rejoice in hope of the glory of

God, having obtained the full assurance of faith.

,

"
Am.ong those lately converted here are several young

people who were formerly openly wicked and flagiuous,
or at best but very negligent as to jipiritual concerns, but
are now in the way of salvation.—Some young converts

are yet under doubts and fears ; but a considerable number
of them have attained to joy and peace in believing.

" Several lately wrought upon in a gracious way, seem
to outstrip Christians of considerable standing, in spirit-

ual-mindedness, and many other good qualifications : and

particularly, in their zeal for the conversion of others, and
love to the ordinances, without a spirit of bigotry, or party
zeal.

" These converts by your ministry are discovered from

*
Glasgow Weekly History, No. XHI.
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iimQ to lime ; a good many are but lately got notice cfi

that were not known before ;
which was partly occasioned

by their convictions not being so strong and pungent at the

first as they proved afterwards, partly by the discourage-
iTient they met with in the families where they resided,

and partly by the reserved tempers of the persons them-

selves, and their bashfulness, because of their former neg-

ligence and open enormities. These things give ground
to hope, there may be more discovered afterwards, that

arc not yet knowi^.
" Besides these awakened, by the power of God accom-

panying your sermons, there are others awakened since,

by means of the great visible change discovered in their

former intimate acquaintance, that were then converted

when they saw the change so remarkable, and the effects

so abiding.
" Young converts are exceeding active to promote tha

conversion of others, especially their relations and near

concerns, by their exhortations, and letters to distant

friends in the country ; and there are some instances of

the good effects of these endeavours.
" They have all a great love to one another and all good

Christians, and a great sympathy with such of their num-
ber as are under doubts and fears. Such of them as have
not received comfort, by their earnest and deep concern,
and close attendance on the means of grace, are hereby
instrumental to excite Christians of older standing to more

diligence in religion
*' These, dear Brother, are a few hints of some of the

most remarkable things as to the success of your labours

at Glas3;ow, by the divine blessing. May a rich and pow-
erful blessing give a pleniiful increase to ibem every
"where, v/here you come with the glad tidings of the great
salvation."

At Aberdeen, one of the ministers of that city thus

writes of him, to a person of distinction :—" October 3,

1741.* Honoured Sir, At your desire, I shall not refuse,

(however much reason I may iiave for declining to offer

my judgment or opinion in things of this nature) to ac-

quaint you freely of what I think of the Rev. Mr. White-

*
Glasgow Weekly History, No. XXVIH.
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Held, or rather what is the opinion of persons of more ac-

quaintance with the good ways of God.
" He is, I believe, justly esteemed by all who are per-

sonally acquainted with him, an eminent instrument of

reviving, in these declining times, a just sense and con-
cern for the great things of religion. We have, of late,

been much employed, and a great noise has been made
about the lesser matters of the law : and are now much
broken in judgment about things, many of which, I must
own, I do not understand.* The cry has been, and still

continues loud,
* Lo here is Christ, and lo there.' And

now the Lord has raised up this eminent instrument, from
a quarter Vvhence we could not have expected it, to call us
to return to him, from whom, it is plain, we have deeply
revolted. His being by education and profession of a dif-

ferent way from what, I cannot but think, is most justly

professed among us, seems to me to add no small weight
to his testimony ; as does also his age. The Lord by this

is, as it were, attracting our eyes and attention to one, who,
had he been formerly of us, would doubtless, like others,
be despised. And yet, I cannot but look upon it as a sad

instance of a departing God, that, instead of regard, he

* Of those who differed from their brethren, as to their

judgment about many things, was Mn B'
,
one of the

ministers of Aberdeen. After he had prayed and preach-
ed against Mr. Whitefield, in his hearing, and quoted
some passages of his first printed sermons, as heterodox ;

Sermon being ended, Mr. Ogilvie gave notice that Mr.
Whitefield would preach in about half an hour. The in*

terval being so short, the magistrates retired into the Ses-

sion-house, and the congregation patiently waited, big
with expectation, (says Mr. Whitefield) of hearing my
resentment. At the time appointed, I went up, and took

no other notice of the good man's ill-timed zeal, than to

observe in some part of my discourse, That if the good
old gentleman had seen ssome of my later writings, where-
in I had corrected some of my former mistakes, he would
not have expressed himself in such strong terms. The peo-

ple being thus diverted from controversy with men, were

deeply impressed with Avhat they heard from the word of

God."
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meets not only v/ith contempt, but v/itli opposition <xhOi

from those who ought to act a very different part. Did
he preach another Jesus, or another doctrine, lie ought

justly to be rejected : but this is not the case. And yet

this very thing is advanced as an argument against hini :

It is said, he advances nothing new. And I allow it. This

gives his friends joy. But these reverend gentlemen
should mind, that there are two things in Gospel ordi-

nances, purity and power. The first, in mercy, v/e still

have in some good measure (though complaints of the

want of this are very open ;) but the last we sadly confess

the want of, and this is what attends the Gospel dispensed

by him. And sure I am, that even the credible report of

it should much endear him to all who wish well to the

interests of our dear, though too unknown, and altogether

lovely, Lord Jesus.
*' His calmness and serenity under all he meets with,

yea, his joy in tribulation, is to me so surprising, that I

often think, the Lord sent him to this place, in particular,

to teach m.e how to preach, and especially how to suffer.

" His attachment to no party, but to Christ and true

Grace alone, has long appeared to me a peculiar excel-

lency in him. Christianity has been so long broken into

so many different sects and- parties, that an honest Pagan

might justly be at loss, was he among us, where to find

the religion of Jesus.
" One now appears, who loudly calls us (and whose

voice the Lord seems to Ijack with power) to look into

the original plan of that religion we profess : sure nothing
more just, nothing more reasonable. He tells us wherein

the Kingdom of God does consist. And yet how sad is

it he should be despised ! Who knov/s but this may be

the Lord's last voice to us, before he takes his kingdom
from us ?

" As to v/hat you ask of his receplion in this city, I in-

vited him, nay, urged him, to undertake this journey, in

consequence of a correspondence with liim, for more than

two or three years. I did it. with the concurrence of a

very few. His journey was delayed; till bad reports had

inibittered the minds of almost all against him : eo that

when he came, I could scarce obtain liberty for him to

preach even in the fields. - All that I could do v/as^ wliat

F
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I liad resolved long before
; I gave him, wiili great pleas-

ure, and full freedom, my pulpit, wliich, for that day, was
in the church which our magistrates and principal people
of note frequent. And at once, the Lord, by his preach-
ing, melted down the hearts of his enemies, (except ——
and  

;) so that, contrary to our custom, he was allow-

ed the same place and pulpit in the evening of that day,
and the other church as often as he pleased.

" While he stayed among us in this ciiy, he answered
cur expectations so much, tiiat he has scarce more friends

any where of its bulk than here, where, at first, almost all

were against him. And the word came also with so much
power, that I hope several of difTerent denominations will

bless the Lord forevermore, that they ever heard him.
And in his way from us, 1 saw in part, and have heard
TTiore fully since, what satisfies, that this was of the Lord,
and for the good of many. P. &\ I suppose you have

heard, that our magistrates waited on him while here, and
made him free of this place ; though that is a compliment
rarely paid to strangers of late."

Mr. Willison, minister at Dundee, wrote as follows, to

his friend at Edinburgh.
" October 8j 1741.* Honour-

ed Sir, 1 am favoured with yours, wherein you desire my
thoughts of Mr. Whitefield, and an account of his labours

£nd success with us. Although my sentiments may be

liltle regarded by many, yet when you put me to it, I think

1 am bound to do justice to the character of this stranger,
which I see few willing to do. I am not much surprised,

though the devil, and all he can influence, be up in arms

against the youth, seeing he makes such bold and vigor-
ous attacks upon his kingdom and strong holds. As you,

Sir, do observe it to be with you, so it is with us. He is

hated and spoken evil against by all the epi.«copal party,

and even the most of our clergy do labour to diminish and

expose him : this is not to be much wondered at, seeing
his incessant labours for Christ and souls is such a strong

reproof to them ; besides what he says publicly against

the sending out of unconverted ministers, and their

preaching an unknown Christ : this must be galling to

carnal men. I look upon this youth as raised up of God

*
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for special service, and spirited for making new and sin»

o-ular attempts for promoting true Christianity in the

world, and for reviving it where it is decayed : and I sec

him wonderfully fitted and strengthened, both in body and

mind, for going through with his projects, amidst the

greatest discouragements and difficulties. I see the man
to be all of a piece ;

his life and conversation to be a tran-

script of his sermons. It is truly a rare thing to see so

much of Gad about any one man ;
to see one so eminent

for humility in the midst of applause—for meekness and

patience under repro?.ches and injuries
—for love to ene-

mies, for desire to glorify Christ and save souls, contenc-

ment in a mean lot, acquiescing in the will of God in all

cases, never fretting under any dispensation, but still prai-

sing and giving thanks for every thing. It is rare to see

in a man such a flaming fire for God and against sin Vt^hea

in the pulpit, and yet most easy and calm in conversing
with men cut of it ; careful not to give offence to them,
and yet never courting the favour of any. God has be-

stowed a large measure of gifts and graces upon him for

the work he is engaged in, and has made him a chosen

vessel to carry his name among the Gentiles, and to re-

vive his work in several other churches. O that God may
order his coming to poor Scotland, in such a cloudy time,

for the same end I And who knows, but God might be

entreated, if we could wrestle with him, notwithstanding
all our provocations 1 Things appeared most unlikely, in

other places, some-while ago, where now Christ is riding
in triumph, going forth conquering and to conquer. This

"worthy youth is singularly fitted to do the work of an

Evangelist ; and I have been long of opinion, that it would

be for the advantage of the world, were this still to be a

standing office in the church. And seeing the Lord has

stirred him up to venture his life, reputation, and his all

for Christ, refuse the best benefices in his own country,
and run all hazards by sea and land, and travel so many
thouband miles to proclaim the glory of Christ, and riches

of his free-grace, of which he himself is a monument ;

and especially, seeing God has honoured hirn to do all

this with such surprising success among sinners of all

ranks and persuasions, and even many of the most noto-

nous, in awakening and turning them to the Lord
5

I
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truly think we are also bound to honour him, and to e3»

teem him highly in love for his Master's and for his

work's sake, according to 1 Thess. v. 13. And for those

who vilify and oppose him, I wish they would even notice

a Gamaliel's words, Acts v. " Let him alone, lest haply
ye be found to fight against God ;" or rather, that they
Vv-ould regard the Apostle Peter's words, apologizing for

his eoinsr in with the uncircuracised, Acts xi. when the

Holy Ghost fell upon tliem ;
' What v/as I that I could

withstand God :' I have myself been witness to the Holy
Ghost falling upon him and his hearers, oftener than

once, I do not say in a miraculous, though in an observa-

ble manner. Yea, 1 have already seen the desirable fruits

thereof in not a few ;
and hope, through the divine bles-

sing on the seed sown, to see more. Many here are bles-

sing God for sending him to this country, though Satan has

raged much against it.

*' The Lord is a sovereign agent, and may raise up the

instruments of his glory, from what churches or places lie

pleases ; and glorifies his grace the more, vdien he does
it from those socieiies whence and when it could be least

expected. Though Mr. Whiteficld be ordained, accord-

ing to his education, a minister of the Church of England,

yet we are to regard him as one whom God has raised up
to witness against the corruptions of that Church ; whom
God is still enlightening, and causing to make advances
towards us. He has already conformed to us, both in

doctrine and worship, and lies open to light to conform to

us in other points. He is thoroughly a Calvinist, and
sound to the doctrines of Free Grace, in the doctrine

of Original Sin, the New Birth, Justification by Christ,

the necessity of imputed Righteousness, the operations of

the Holy Ghost, Sec. These he makes his great theme,
drives the point home to the conscience, and God attends

it with great power. And as God has enlightened him

gradually in these things, so he is still ready to receive

more light, and so soon as he gets it he is most frank in

declaring it.

" God, by owning him so wonderfully, is pleased to

give a rebuke to our intemperate bigotry and party zeal,

and to tell us, that neither circumcision nor uncircumcis-

ion availeth any thing, but the new creature. " P. S^

Many with us are for preferring ministers, according to
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the party they are of; but commend me to a pious, Christ-

exalting, and soul-winning minister, whatever be his de-

nomination. Such are ministers of Christ's sending, and

of such he saith,
* He that receiveth you, receiveth me,

and he that despiseth you, despiseth me ;' which is a rule

of duty to us."*

* The compiler lately received a transcript from the

diary of a very worthy Christian in Edinburgh, who died

about two years ago, in which are the following passages.
*'

Sabbati, August 9, 17'41. What is surprising, is, that

numbers of all ranks, all denominations, and all characters,

come constantly to hear him, though his sermons abound

with those truths which would be unwelcome from the

mouth of others. He is indefatigable in his work. Three
hours before noon he appoints for people under distress

to converse with him, when he is much conlined. Then
he writes numbers of letters. And this week he is to add

a morning lecture to his work. I have reason, among
many others, for blessing God for sending him to this

place.
"

Sabbati, August 50, 1741. Mr. V^hitefield preached
Monday morning and afternoon, Tuesday forenoon in the

Canongate Church, evening in the park, and gathered
25l. 7s. 6d. for the poor Highlanders. Next day he went
to Newbottle, and preached twice. On Thursday at

Whitburn ; Friday morning at Torphlchen ; Friday eve-

ning at Linlithgow ; Saturday morning and afternoon,

both at Falkirk. And this day he is at Airth. To-mor-
row he will preach twice at Stirling. Culross, Tuesday
forenoon ; Dunfermline, afternoon. W^ednesday, twice

at Kinross. Thursday, Perth, From Friday to Monday,
at Dundee. Monday, Kinglassie, and come to Edinburgh
en Tuesday. Blessed be God, he seldom preaclies with-

out some one or other laid under concern. Surely God
has sent him to this place for good. The Devil never

raged more by his emissaries. It is remarkable, there
never was a minister, no nor any other man, against whom
the mouths of t!ie licentious have been more opened.
Since he came, I have found myself more desirous to be

watchful, lest my foot slip at any time, and to guard against

many things which before I thought indifferent.

F 2
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The four preceding letters shew the acceptableness and

success of Mr. Whitefield's ministrations in most of the

great towns in Scotland. As to smaller places, the fol-

lowing extract of a letter from the Rev. Mr. Thomas
Davidson, (his fellow-traveller) to the Rev. Mr. Henry
Davidson of Gallashrelds, dated Culross, December 3,

1T41, will be an agreeable specimen.

"
Thursday, October 27, 1741. Yesterday Mr. White-

field left this place, to return to England. His departure
"was a great grief to many, v/hom the Lord has mercifully
awakened under his ministry, the number of which, I be-

lieve, is very great. Mr. Vv hiteiield alone, among about

thirty young communicants that came to converse with

him, found about a dozen who told him, they were first

effectually touched under his ministry ; and gave very

good accounts of a work of God upon their souls. Some
of the most abandoned wretches are brought to cry,
' What shall I do to be saved ?' I have often had the op-

portunity of conversation "with him, and, I think, I never

heard him, or conversed with him, but I learned some
2ood lesson. I do not remember to have heard one idle

Nvord drop from him, in all the times I have been in com-

pany with him ; and others, that have been much more
v/ith him, give him the same testimony. On Tuesday
last, he preached and exhorted seven times. I heard him
to my great satisfaction, the fourth time in the park. From
that he went to the Old People's Hospital, to give them
an exhortation ; but, indeed, I never was witness to any

thing of the kind before. All the congregation (for many
followed him) were so moved, that very few, if any, could

refrain from crying out. I am sure the Kingdom of God
-ivas then come nigh unto them, and that a woe will be

unto them that slighted the offers of a Saviour then made
10 them. From that, he went to Heriot's Hospital, where
a great change is wrought upon many of the boys ; for

there, as well as in the Maiden Hospitals, Fellowship-

Tneetings are set up, wdiich is *|uite new there ;
for the

boys at that Hospital were noted for the wickedest boys
about town. I was with him in a private house in the

evening. When he came there he was quite worn out.

Uoweverj he expounded there, which was the seventh
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" Our journey to the North was as comfortable as any
we had. In several places, as he came along, the Lord I

thought countenanced him in a very convincing manner,

particularly at a place called Lundie, five miles north

from Dundee, where there is a considerable number of

serious Christians, who, hearing that he was to come that

way, spent most part of the night before in prayer togeth-
er. Although his preaching there was only in a passing

way, having to ride to Dundee after it, and it was betwixt

three and four before he reached the place ; yet he had

scarce v/ell begun, before the power of God was indeed

very discernible. Never did I see such a pleasing melt-

ing in a worshipping assembly. There was nothing violent

in it, or like what we may call screwing up the passions ;

for it evidently appeared to be deep and hearty, and to

proceed from a higher spring."
As a conclusion of this article, concerning Mr. White-

field*ai first reception and ministrations in Scotland, the

reader will not be displeased to see the following extract

from the papers of a gentleman deceased, v/ho was emi-
nent for learning and knowledge of the world, and v/ho

discourse that day ; and, what was very surprising, he was
much fresher after he had done, than at the beginning.

" November 29, 1741. I had agreeable accounts of
some of the children who were wrought upon by the min-

istry of Mr. Whitefield. I heard this day of a good many,
that I heard not of formerly, who were not only laid under

concern, but seemed to have a work of grace wrought
v.pon their heart, appearing by a most remarkable change
in their conversation, and eager desires after farther de-

grees of knowledge of the Lord's ways, which leads them
to attend every opportunity they can have for instruction.

"
Sabbati, December 6, 1741. Since Mr. Whitefield's

coming here, I find Christians freer in conversation than

formerly ;
which is a great mercy both to themselves and

all about them
; the experience of which I have had by

this past week, in several places where I have been, i

had occasion to see a soldier, who was lately wrought
upon by Mr. Whitefield's means. He seems to have
come a great length in a little time, and gives a very ju-
dicious account of the Lord's dealings with his soul."
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had a general acquaintance with those who professed the

greatest regard to reUgion.
" Messrs. Ebenezer and Ralph Erskine corresponded

uith him for two or three years, and invited him to Scot-
land. But afterwards, reflecting, that if they held com-
munion with an episcopal minister, because a good man
and successful preacher, they could not vindicate their

renouncing communion with such ministers in the Church
of Scotland, they wrote to him not to come. However,
on the invitation of some ministers and people of the es-

tablished Church, he came and pseached his first sermon
in Mr. Ralph Erskine's pulpit at Dunfermline, (a town
ten or twelve miles from Edinburgh, on the other side of

Forth.) At a second visit to Dunfermline, he had a con-

ference with all the seceding brethren, where he honestly
avowed that he was a member of the Church of England,
and as he thought the Government and Worship of it

lawful, was resolved, unless violently thrust out of it, to

continue so, rebuking sin, and preaching Christ ; and
told them he reckoned the Solemn League and Covenant
a sinful oath, as too much narrowing the communion of

saints, and that he could not see the divine right of Pres-

bytery. On this they came to a Presbyteral resolution to

have no more to do with him ; and one of tiiem preached
a sermon to shew, that one who held communion with the

Church of England, or backslidden Church of Scotland,
could not be an instrument of reformation. This, how-

ever, did not hinder multitudes, both of the Seceders and
established Church of Scotland, from hearing his sermons.

His soundness in the faith, his fervent zeal and unwearied

diligence for promoting the cause of Christ
;
the plain-

ness and simplicity, the affection and warmth of his ser-

mons, and the amazing power that had accompanied them
in many parts of England, and in almost all the North-

American Colonies, joined to his meekness, humility, and

truly candid and catholic spirit, convinced them there was
reason to think well of him, and to countenance h.is min-

istry. Conversions were become rare, little liveliness was
to be found even in real Christians, and bigotry and blind

zeal were producing animosities and divisions, and turn-

ing away the attention of good men from matters of infi-

nitely greater importance. In this situation, an animated
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preacher appears," singularly qualified to awaken the se-

cure, to recover Christians to their first love and first

works, and to reconcile their afiections one to another.

«' The esniscopal clergy gave him no countenance,

though some fev/ of their people did. And in the estab-

lished Church of Scotland, some of the more rigid pres-

byterians would not hold communion with him, on ac-

count of his connection with the Church of England, and

his seeming to assume the office of an Evangelist, pecu-

liar, in their apprehension, to the first ages of the church :

while some, who affected to be thought more sensible, or

more modish and polite, were mightily dissatisfied with

him for preaching the Calvinistic Doctrines of Election,

Original Sin, Efficacious Grace, Justification through
Faith, and the Perseverance of the Saints ; and for in-

veighing against the play-house, dancing assemblies,

games of chance, haunting taverns, vanity and extrava^

gance in dress, and levity in behaviour and conversation.

" Some gentlemen and ladies, who went to hear, v.ould

not go a second time, because he disturbed them by in-

sisting on man's miserable and dangerous state by nature,

and the strictness and holiness essential to the Christian

character. But, upon many of his hearers in Edinburgh,
of all ranks and ages, especially young people, deep im-

pressions were made, and many of them waited on h.im

privately, lamenting their former immoral lives, or stupid

thoughtlessness about religion, and expressing their anx-

ious concenii about obtaining an interest in Christ, and

the sanctifying influences of the Spirit. In the greatest

part of these, the impressions have appeared to be saving',

from their circumspect, exemplary conduct since that

time, or from their comfortable or triumphant deaths.

Many Presbyterians begin to think more mildly and can-

didly than before of the ministers and members of the

Church of England."*

*
Thi^^ycar, 1741, he received the compliment of hon-

orary Burgess Tickets from the Towns of Stirling, Glas-

gow, Paisley, and Aberdeen. And in 1742, from Irvine.

And 1762, from Edinburgh.
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CHAP. IX.

From hi* leaving Edinburgh^ 1741, to his Return to thai

Citij in the Year 1742.

MR. WKITEFIELD having left Edinburgh in the
latter end of Oclober, 1741, set out for Abergavenny, in

Wales, where having some time ago formed a resolution

to enter into the married state, he married one Mrs.

James,* a v^idow between thirty and forty years of age ;

of whom he says,
" She has been a house-keeper many

years, once gay, but for three years last past a despised
follower of the Lamb of God." From Abergavenny he
went to Bristol, where he preached twice a day with his

usual success. Upon returning to London, in the begin-

ning of December, he received letters from Georgia con-

cerning iiis orphan family, which, with respect to their

external circumstances, were a little discouraging. On
the other hand, he had most comfortable accounts of the

fruits of his ministry in Scotland. This made him think

of paying another visit there in the Spring. Meantime
he had the pleasure of seeing his labours attended with
the divine blessing at London and Bristol. And from
Gloucester he thus writes:—"December 22, 1741.—
Last Thursday evening the Lord brought me hither. I

preached immediately to our friends in a large barn, and
had m.y Master's presence. On Friday and Saturday I

preached again twice. Both the power and the congre-
gation increased. On Sunday, Providence opened a door
for my preaching in St. John's, one of the parish churches.
Great numbers came. On Sunday afternoon, after I had

preached twice at Gloucester, I preached at Mr. F 's

at the hill, six miles off, and again at night, at Stroud.

The people seemed to be more hungry than ever, and the

Lord to be more amongst them. Yesterday morning I

preached at Painswick, in the parish church, here in the

afternoon, and again at night in the barn. God gives me
unspeakable comfort and uninterrupted joy. Here seems
to be a new awakening, e^nd a revival of the work of God.

* Her maiden name was Elizabeth Burnell. '
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I find several country people Avere awakened when I

preached at Tewksbiiry, and have heard of three or four

that have died in the Lord. We shall never know what

good field-preaching has done, till we come to judgment.
Many, who were prejudiced against me, begin to be of

another mind ; and God shows me more and more that

when a man's ways please the Lord, he will make even
his enemies to be at peace with him. To-morrow morn-

ing I purpose to set out tor Abergavenny, and to preach
at Bristol, in Wilts, Gloucester and Gloucestershire, be-

fore I see London."
In the latter end of December he came to Bristol,

where he continued near a month, preaching twice every

day, and writing to his friends in London and Scotland.

He also set up a general monthly meeting to read corres-

ponding letters. From Bristol he returned to Gloucester,

and, January 28, ir42j writes—" On Friday last I left

Erisiol, having first settled affairs, almost as I could wish.

At Kingswood I administered the sacrament on Wednes-

day night. It was the Lord's passover. On Thursday
we had a sweet love-feast i on Friday the Lord was with

iTie twice at Tcckington ; on Saturday morning I broke

up some fallow ground at New^port ;
and in the evening

preached to many thousands at Stroud ; on Monday morn-

ing at Painswick
;
and ever since twice a day here. Our

congregations, I think, are larger than at Bristol. Every
sermon is blessed."

On his way to London, Feb. 23, he was still farther en-

couraged by receiving letters from America, informing
hirn of the remarkable success of the gospel there, and
that God hath stirred up some wealU^y friends to assist his

orphans in their late straits * Upon his return to Lon-
don, he v/ent on with greater zeal and success, if possible,
than ever, " Our Saviour (says he writing to a brother,

April 6, 1742) is doing great things in London daily. I

rejoice to hear that you are helped in your work. Let

* " The everlasting God reward all their benefactors.

I find there has been a fresh awakening among them. I

am informed, that twelve negroes, belonging to a planter

lately converted at the Orphan-house, arc savingly brought
home to Jesus Christ."
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this encourage you : go on, go on ; the more we do, the

more we may do, for Jesus. I sleep and eat but little,

and am constantly employed from morning till midnight,
and yet my strength is daily renewed. O free grace ! It

fires my soul, and makes me long to do something for

Jesus. It is true, indeed^ I want to go home ; but here
are so many souls ready to perish for lack of knowledge,
that I am willing to tarry belov/ as long as my Master has

work for me."
From this principle of compassion to perishing souls,

he now ventured to take a very extraordinary step. It had
been the custom for many years past, in the holiday sea-

sons, to erect booths in MoorfieidS; for mountebanks, play-

ers, puppet-shows, Sec. which were attended from morn-

ing till night by innumerable multitudes of the lower sort

of people. He formed a resolution to preach the gospel

among tliem, and executed it. On Whitmonday, at six

o'clock in the morning, attended by a large congregation
of praying people, he began. Thousands, who were wait-

ing there, gaping for their usual diversions, all flocked

round him. His text was, John iii. 14. They gazed,

they listened, they v/ept ; and many seemed to be stung
v/ith deep conviction for their past sins. All was hushed
and solemn. "

Being thus encouraged (says he) I ven-

tured out again at noon, v/hen the fields were quite full ;

and could scarce help smiling, to see thousands, when a

merry-andrew was trumpeting to them, upon observing
me mount a stand upon the other side of the field, desert-

ing him, till not so much as one was left behind, but all

flocked to hear the gospel. But this, together with a

complaint that they had taken near twenty or thirty pounds
less that day than usual, so enraged the owners of the

booths, that when I came to preach a third time in the

evening, in the midst of the sermon a merry-andrew got

iip upon a man's shoulders, and advancing near tiie pul-

pit, attempted to slash me Vr-ith a long heavy whip several

times. Soon afterwards they got a recruiting sergeant,
with his drum, Sec. to p^iss through the congregation.
But I desired the people to make v/ay for the King's ofri-

cer, v/hich v*'as quietly done. Finding these efforts to fail,

a large body, quite on the opposite side, assembled to-

gether, and having got a great pole for their standard, ad-



WHITEFIELD. 7^

vanced with sound of drum, ia a very threatening manner,
till they came near the skirts of the congregation. Un-
common courage was given to both preacher and hearers.

I prayed for support and deliverance, and was heard.

For just as they approached us with looks full of resent-

ment, I know not by what accident, they quarrelled among
themselves, threw down their staff, and went their way,

leaving, however, many of their company behind, who
before we had done, I trust were, brought over to join
the besieged party. I think I continued in praying, preach-
ing, and singing (for the noise was too great at times to

preach) about three hours. We then retired to the Tab-

ernacle, where thousands flocked. We were determined
to pray down the booths ; but blessed be God, more sub-

stantial work was done. At a moderate computation, I

received (1 believe) a thousand notes from persons under
conviction ; and soon after, upwards of three hundred
vere received into tiie society in one day. Some I mar-

ried, that had lived together without marriage. One man
had exchanged his wife for another, and given fourteen

shillings in exchange. Numbers, that seemed as it were
to have been bred up for Tyburn, were at that time pluck-
ed as firebrands out of the burning,*'

'' I cannot help adding, that several little boys and girls,
who were fond of sitting round me on the pulpit, while I

preached, and handing to me people's notes, though they
were often pelted with eggs, dirt, &;c. thrown at me, never
once gave way ; but on the contrary, every time I v/as

struck turned up their little weeping eyes, and seemed to

wish they could receive the blows lor me God make
them, in their groving years, great and living martyrs for

him, who out of the mouth of babes and sucklings per-
fects praise.'*

a
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CHAP. X.

From his Arrival in Scotland, 1742, to his Return to Jiotj'

do7i the same Year.

SOON after this he embarked a second time for

Scotland, and arrived at Leitb, June 3, 1742*
But here it is proper to take a view of the state of things

in that country upon his arrival. It had pleased God to

bless his first visit to Scotland, not only for the conversion
of particular persons, and the comforting and quickening
of private christians, but to rouse them to more than or-

dinary concern about the salvation of their neighbors, and
to excite pious and conscieiitious ministers to greater dili-

gence in their work. Prayers were put up, with some
degree of faith and hope, that God would now give suc-

cess to their labors, and not suffer them always to com-
plain that they spent their strength in vain. Nor were

* <'
Edinburgh, Sabbath, June 6, 1742. On Thursday

last our dear friend Mr. Whitefield returned to this place,
to the great comfort of many honest christians, especially
of those to whom he was made a mean of conviction and
conversion when last here.—He seems to have improved
much in christian knowledge He is much refreshed

\vith the accounts of the work of God in the west country.
I have heard him preach five excellent discourses, all cal-

culated for the building up of christians (though he never

fails to put in a word for the conviction of sinners :) and,
I think, can say, that I have never heai'd him without some
influence attending his preaching, esperiully in private
houses. O may the impressions made on mv heart never

wear off, lest at any lime I should be in danger of drop-

ping my watch, and beconiing untender
"

" Oct. 17, 1742. It is a great recommendation of Mr.
"Whitefield to me, that, though the Seceders give him eve-

ry bad character that can be devised, viz. a sorcerer, 8cc.

vet he takes all patiently, andj wherever he goes, speaks
well of them so ftr as he can : for none can approve of

those gross parts of their conduct ; therefore these he

chooses to cast a mantle of love over.'*
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these prayers long unanswered : for in the month of Feb.

174 J, an extraordinary religious concern began to appear

publicly at Cambuslang, and soon afer at Kilsyth and oth-

er places; the news of which spread quickly through the

land, and engaged general attention. Of this a just

though sliort description is given in th.e following letter,

wriit<^n by the Rev. Mr. Hamilton (then minister in the

Barony parish, now in the High Church of Glasgow) to

Mr. Piince, minister in Boston: '^Glasgow, Sepl. 13,

1742. We, in the sorith and west of Scotland, have great
reason to join in thankfulness to God, with you, for the

days of the Kcdeemer's power that we are favored with.

Mr. Whiteheld came to Scotland in summer 174 i, for

the first time ; and in many places where he preached,
his ministrations were evidently blessed, particularly in

the cities of Edinburgh and Glasgow, where a considera-

ble number of persons were brought under such impres-
.sions of religion as have never yet left them ; but they are

still following on to know the Lord. However, this was

only the beginning of far greater things : for, about the

middle of February last, a very great concern appeared
among the people of Cambuslang, a small parish, lying-

four miles south-east of Glasgow, under the pastoral in-

spection of the Rev. Mr. William Mac CuUoch, a man of

considerable parts* and great piety. This concern ap-

peared with some circumstances very unusual among us ;

to wit, severe bodily agonies, out-cryings and faintings, in

the congregation. This made the report of it spread
like fire, and drew vast multitudes of people from all

quarters to that place : and I believe, in less than two
months after the commencement of it, there were few

parishes within twelve miles of Cambuslang but had some,
more or fewer, awakened there, to a very deep, piercings
sense of sin ; and many at a much greater distance. I am
verily persuaded, with your worthy brother, Mr. Cooper,
in his preface to Mr. Edwards's sermon, that God has

made use of these uncommon circumstances to make his

work spread the faster. But, blessed be God, Cambus-
lang is not the only place where these impressions are got.
The same work is spreading in other parishes, and under
their own ministers, particularly at Calder, Kilsyth and

Cumbernaud, all to the north and north-east of Glasgow j
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and I doubt not, that since the middle of February, whan
ihis work began at Cambuslang, there are upwards of two
thousand persons awakened, and almost all of them, by
the best accounts I have, in a promising condition ; there

being very few instances of impostors, or such as have
lost their impressions, and many whom we are bound to

think true scripture converts, and who evidence it by a

sui-able walk and conversation. There is evidently a

greater seriousness and concern about religion appearing
in most of our congregations, than formerly ; a greatei*

desire after the word ; people applying themselves more
closely to their duty, and erecting new societies for prayer
and spiritual conference : which gives us the joyful pros-

pect of a considerable enlargement in the Messiah's king-
dom.

My parish has likewise had some share in this good
work. There has been above an hundred new communi-
cants among them this summer, who never did partake of

the blessed sacrament before ; which is five times as ma-

ny as ever I admitted in any former year ; n'.ost of them
were awakened at Cambuslang, some of them in their own
church, and in others the impressions have been more

gradual, and not attended with these uncomruon circum-

stances before mentioned. And it is to be observed, that

before we admit any to the Lord's table, we particularly
examine them, and are satisfied with their knowledge of

the principles of religion, of the nature and ends of the

sacrament, and the impressions of religion they have on

-their minds.*

* Extract of a Letter from a person of distinction to

the Compiler.
"Edinburgh, February 177?,. I would not ascribe all

the»re\ival of religion in Scotland to (the instrumentality

of) Mr. Whitefield. At Cambuslang it began before he
had been there

;
but in Edinburgh, and all the other pla-

ces in Scotland that I heard of after diligent inquiry, it

began with his first visit. This honor he had from his

divine Master, and it ought not to be taken from him.

And every time he came to Scotland, it is an undoubted

fact, that an uncommon po\ver attended his ministry ; and

many were always brought under serioys and lasting im-

pressions,''*
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.To the same purpose is the Rev. Mr. Willison's Icttet'

to Dr. Colman, minister in Boston ; dated Dundee, Feb.

28, 1743. " 1 must inforna you a Utile of the work of God

begun here. I told you in my last, that after Mr. White-
iicld's first coming and preaching three months in Scot-

land, there were some beginnings of a revival of religion
in some of our principal cities—at Edinburgh and Glas-

gow—which s'ill continue and increase, especially since

Mr. WhitefielfJ's second coming, in June last. But, be-

sides these cities, the Lord hath been pleased to begin a

work much like that in New-England, in the west of Scot-

land. The first parish awakened was Cambuslang ; the

next was the parish of Kilsyth, about nine miles north-

east of Glasgow ; and afterwards the parishes of Caider,

Kirkintilloch, Cumbernaud, Campfie, Kilmarnock, Gar-

gunnock, and a great many others in the country. The
awakenings of people have been, in a good many, attend-

ed with outcryings, faintings, and bodily distresses ; but

in many more the work has proceeded with great calm-

ness. But the effects in both sorts are alike good and de-

sirable, and hitlierto we hear nothhig of their fitlling back

from what they have professed at the beginning ;
and still

we hear of new parishes fulling under great concern, here

and there, though tiie great cryings and outward distres-

ses are much ceased.

The Lord, in this backsliding time, is willing to pity us,

and see our ways and heal them, however crooked and

perverse they have been. O shall not this wonderful step
of divine condescension lead us all to repentance, and to

go out to meet a returning God, in the way of humilia-

tion and reformauon ? The magistrates and ministers in

Edinburgh are beginning to set up societies for reforma-

tion of manners, and new lectures on week-days. May-
all our cities follow their example. There is a great in-

crease of praying societies also in Edinburgh and other

towns and villages ;
and in them they are keeping days of

tlranksgiving for the partial waterings the Lord is giving
us. Those in Edinburgh send printed memorials to oth-

ers through the nation, to excite them to it.*

* The Rev Mr. Macknight, of Irvine, thus writes to

Mr. Whit^field, June 2i, 1742. « Blessed be our glprl-
G2
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The greatest strangers to religion could not avoid hean-

^ng of these things, but they were very differently affec-

ted with them. Whilst some became more thoughtful
and serious, many mocked, and some were even filled with

rage. On the other hand, the temper and behaviour of

those who were the subjects of this remarkable*work, was
the strongest of all arguments that it came from above.

Their earnest desire to be rightly directed in the way to

heaven, their tender and conscientious walk, their faith-

fulness in the duties of their stations, their readiness to

make ample restitution for any act of injustice they had

formerly committed, their disposition to judge mildly of

others, but severely of themselves, their laying aside quar-
rels and law-suits, and desiring to be reconciled, and to live

peaceably with all men ; such amiable and heavenly quali-
ties, especially when appearing in some who had former-

ly been of a very opposite character, could not fail to strike

every serious observer. In short, it was such a time for

the revival of religion, as had never before been seen in

Scotland,

The enmity which wicked and profane men discovered

C;gamst this work, and the derision with which they treat-

ed it, is no more than what might naturally be expected.
But it is not so easy to account for the conduct of the Se-

ccders. These, not satisfied with forbearing to approve
of it, went the length even to appoint a general fast among
ihem, one of the grounds of which was, the receiving Mr.
Whitefield into Scotland ; and another, the delusion, as

they called it, at Cambuslang and other places. And Mr.

Gibb, one of their ministers, wrote a pamphlet inveighing

against both in the most virulent language. Such was the

bigotry and misguided zeal of the bulk of the party at that

time. It is to be hoped their successors have juster views

tif this subject
* With respect to Mr. Whitefield, the

ous God, there are some awakenings amongst us at Irvine,

not only of those who have been at Cambuslang, but seve-

ral others are lately brought into concern about their eter-

nal state, and among them several children ; the news of

which I know v, ill rejoice you, and 1 hope will encourage
vou to visit us to help forward this great and glorious work

of converting sinners."—Remarkable Particulars, &c.
* The reader who wants to see the objections again'St
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spring of theii' first opposition to him sufficiently appears
from his conversation with them at Dunfermline, former-

ly mentioned. And the following letter, which he wrote

at Cambuslang, August, 1742, and which was af.erwards^

printed at Glasgow, i>ives an account of their objections
and his answers, which are perfectly agreeable to the spir-

it of both :
*' I heartily thank you for your concern about

unworthy me. Though I am not very solicitous what the

world say of me, yet I would not refuse to give any one,
much less a minister of Jesus Christ (and such an one I

take you to be) all reasonable satisfaction about any part of

my doctrine or conduct. I am sorry that the Associate

Presbytery, besides the other things exceptionable in the

grounds of their late fast, have done me much wrong. As
to what they say about the supremacy, my sentiments, as

to the power and authority of the civil mai^istrate as to sa-

cred things, agree with what is said in the Westminster
Confession of Faith, chap, xxiii. paragraphs 3 and 4. And
I do own the Lord Jesus to be the blessed Head and King
of his Church.

" The Solemn League and Covenant I never abjured,
neither was it ever proposed to me to be abjured; and as

for my missives, if the Associate Presbytery will be plea-
sed to print them, the world will see that they had no rea-

son to expect 1 would act in any other manner than I have
done. What that pmrt of my experience is that savours

of the grossest enthusiasm, I know not, because not spe-
cified ; but this one thing I know, when I conversed with

them they were satisfied with the account I then gave of

my experiences, and also of the validity of ray mission ;

only, when they found I would preach the gospel promis-
cuously to all, and for every minister that would invite me,
and not adhere only to them, one of them, particularly,

the work at Cambuslang, Sec. fully refuted, may consult

Mr. Robe's Letters to Mr. Fisher ; and Mr. Jonathan Ed-
wards's Distinguishing Marks of a Work of the Spirit of
God. And, as to the argument from the goodness of the

fruits, which is level to the capacities of all, the Compiler
thinks it his duty to add, that, among his acquaintance
who were the subjects of that vrorkj the fruits were genc-
\k\\y both good and lasting.
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said,
* They were satisfied with all the othef accounls^

which I guve of myself, except of my call to Scotland at

that time.' They would have been glad of my help, and
have received me as a minister of Jesus Christ, had I con-

sented to have preached only at the invitation of them and
their people. But that was contrary to the dictates of my
conscience, and therefore 1 could not comply. I thought
their foundation loo narrow for any high house to be built

upon. 1 declared freely, wlien last in Scotland, (and am
more and more convinced of it since) that they were

building a Babel.* At the same time, they knew very
well 1 was far from being against all church government
(for how can any church subsist without it r) I only urged,
as I do now, that since holy men differ so much about the

outward form, we should bear with and forbear one anoth-

er, though in this respect we are not of one mind. I havs
often declared, in the most public manner, that I believe

the Church of Scotland to be the best constituted national

church in the world. At the same time I would bear

with and converse freely with all others, who do not err

* The event veiified this conjecture. In his (M. S.)

note.s, several years after, he makes the following remark ;

" Such a work, (the religious concern at Cambuslang) so

very extensive, must meet with great opposition. My
collections for the orphans gave a great handle ; but thq
chief opposition was made by the Seceders, who, though
they had prayed for me at a most extravagant rate, now

gave out that I was agitated by the devil. Taking it for

granted that all converted persons must take the Cove*-

nant, and that God had left the Scotch established chur-

ches long ago, and that he would never work by the hard
of a curate of the Church of England, they condemned
the whole work as the v^'ork of the devil, and kept a fast

through all Scotland, to humble themselves, because the

devil was come down in v.^ralh, and to pray that the Lord
would rebuke the destroyer, (for that v/as my title.) But
the Lord rebuked these good men ; for they split among
tliemselves, and excommunicated one another. Having
afterwards a short interview with Mr. Ralph Erskine, we
embraced cacholheTj and he said,

" We have seen strange-

things."
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in funclamentals, and who give evidence that tliey are true

lovers of the Lord Jesus. This is what I mean by a cath-

clic spirit. Not that I believe a Jew or Pagan, coniinuing
such, can be a true Christian, or have true Chistianiiy in

them ; and if there be any thing tending that way in the

late extract which 1 sent you, I utterly disavow it. And
I am sure I observed no such thing in it when 1 published

it, though, upon a closer review, some expressions seem

justly exceptionable. You know how stront^ly I assert all

the doctrines of grace, as held forth in the Westminster
Confession of Faith, and doctrinal articles of the Church
of England. These I trust 1 shull adhere to as long as I

live, because 1 verily believe they are the truths of God,
arid have felt the power of them in my own heart. I am
only concerned that good men should be guilty of such

misrepresentations. But this teaches me more and more
to exercise compassion toward all the children ot God, and
to be more jealous over my own heart, knowing what fal-

lible creatures we all are. I acknowledge that I am a

poor, blind sinner, liable to err, and would be obliged to

an enemy, much more to so dear a friend as you are, to

point out my mistakes, as to my practice, or unguarded
expressions in preaching or writing. At the same time
I would humble myself l)efore my Master for any thing I

may say or do amiss, and beg the influence and assistance

of his Blessed Spirit, that I may say and do so no more."
So much for Mr. Whitefield's difference with the Se-

ceders. But, notwithstanding all this, upon his second
arrival in Scotland, June, 1742, he was received by great
numbers, among whom were some persons of distinction,
with much joy ; and had the satisfaction of seeing and

hearing more and more of the happy fruits of his minis-

try.* At Edinburgh he preached twice a day, as usual,

* " Edinburgh, June 4, 1742, This morning I receiv-

ed glorious accounts of the carrying on of the Mediator's

kingdom. Three of the little boys that were converted

when 1 was last here, came to me and wept, and begged
me to pray for and with them. A m.inister tells me, that

scarce one is fallen back who was awakened, either among
old or young. The Sergeant, whose letter brother C
haS) goes on well with his company/* And
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in the Hospital park, %vhcre a number of seats and shades,
in the form of an amphitheatre, were erected for the ac-

oomniodaiion of his hearers. And in consequence of

earnest invitations, he went to the west country, particu-

larly to Cambushing, where he preached three times,

upon the very day of his arrival, to a vast body of people,

although he had preached that same morninjj at Gl.\sgow,
The last of these exercises bet^un at nine at night, con-

tinuing till eleven, when he said he observed such a com-
motion among the people as he had never seen in Ameri-
ca. Mr. MacCulloch preached after him, till past one in

the morning, and even then could hardly persuade the

people to depart. All night in the fields might be heard

the voice of prayer and praise. As Mr Whitefield was

frequently at Cambuslang during this season, a description
of what he observed there at different times will be best

given in his own words :
" Persons from all parts flocked

to see, and many, from many parts, went home convinced
and converted unto God. A brae, or hill, near the manse
at Cambuslang, seemed to be formed by Providence for

containing a large congregation. People sat unwearied
till two in the morning, to hear sermons, disregarding the

weather. You could scarce walk a yard, but you must
tread upon some, either rejoicing in God, for mercies re-

ceived, or crying out for more. Thousands and thousands

have I seen, before it was possible to catch it by sympa-
thy, melted down under the word and power ol God. At
the ceiebration of the holy communion, their joy was so

great, that, at the desire of many, both ministers and peo-

ple, in imitation of Hezekiah's passover, they had, a month
or two afterwards, a second, which was a general rendez*

vous of the people of God. The communion-table was in

the field ; three tents at proper distances, all surrounded

with a multitude of hearers : above twenty ministers

(among whom was good old Mr. Bonner) attending to

preach and assist, all enlivening and enlivened by one an-

other."

And in the M. S. " Societies (or fellowship meetings)
I found set up for prayer, especially at Glasgow and Ed.

inburgh. Several young gentlemen dedicated themselves

to the ministry, and became burning and shining lighter."
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Besides his labours at Glasgow and Cambnslang, it is

somewhat surprising to think how many other places in

the west of Scotland he visited within the compass of a

few weeks, preaching once or twice at every one of them,
and at several three or four times. It is worth while to

set down the Journal of a week or two. In the beginning
of July, he preached twice on Monday at Paisley ; on the

Tuesday and Wednesday, three limes each day at Irvine ;

on Thursday, twice at Mearns ; on Friday, three times at

Curabernaud ; and on Saturday, twice at Falkirk. And
again in the latter end of August ; on Thursday he preach-
ed twice at Greenock ; on iriday, three times at Kilbride ;

on Saturday, once iit Kilbride, and twice at Stevenson ;

on Sabbath, four times at Irvine ; on Monday once at Ir-

vine, and three tim.es at Kilmarnock ; Tuesday, once at

Kilmarnock,* and four times at Stewarton ; on Wednes-

* A gentleman now living, of an irreproachable char-

acter, thus writes to the Compiler, April 8, 1771. " When
Mr. W hitefield was preaching at Kilmarnock, on the 23d
of August, 1742, ire m these words, * And out of his ful-

ness have all we received, and grace for grace,' 1 thought
J never heard such a sermon on the fulness of grace that

is treasured up in Christ Jc:ius ; and can truly say that I

felt the efficacy of the Holy Spiiit upon my soul, during
that discourse. I afterwards shu*^ up myself in my cham-
ber during the remaining part of that day ; and, before I

laid myself down to rest, I made a solemn and serious ded-

ication of myself to God, by way of covenant, extended
and subscribed the same with my hands, and, 1 think, hud
communion with God in so doing, to which I have often

liad recourse since, in adhedng thereto, and in renewing
thereof. Though my life since has been attended with

many backslidino-s from God, and I have been perfidious
in his covenant, yet still 1 rcjoice in his salvation through
precious Christ. Anu it is refreshing to beiioid the place
at this very day, as I have often done since I, from the

sera above mentioned, always looked upon Mr. White field

a» my spiritual fatlter, and frequenilv heard him after-

wards in Edinburgh and Glaso^ow wHh much satisfaction.

It always gave me joy, tije ine;ntioning of his name, and

gricTed me when he was reproached. And I can very
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clay, once at Ste\varton, and twice at the Mearns. He was
also at Inchannen, Nevv-Kilpatrick, Calder, and Kilsyth,

(where the relij^ious concern siill increased) and at Tor-

phichen. He was indeed sometimes taken very ill, and
his friends thought he was going oft' ;

" But in the pulpit

(says he) the Lord, out of weakness, makes me to wax
strong, and causes me to triumph more and more.'* And
even when he retired for a day or two, it was on purpose
to write letters, and to prepare pieces for the press, so

that he was as busy as ever.*

When he was at Edinburgh, he received accounts that

the Spaniards had landed in Georgia. Upon this occasion
he wrote to Mr. Habersham, " I am glad my dear family
is removed to Mr. Bryan's, and rejoice that our glorious
God had raised him and his brother up to be such friends

in time of need. My thoughts have been variously exer-

cised, but my heart kept stedfast and joyful in the Lord of
all I^ords, whose mercy endureth forever. I long to be

"Well remember, that when Cape-Breton was taken, I hap-

pened to be then at Edinburgh, and, being invited to break-

fast with Mr. VVhitefieid, I never in all my life enjoyed
such another breakfast. He gave the company a fine and

lively descant upon that part of the world, made us all

join in a hymn of praise and thanksgiving, and concluded

with a most devout and fervent prayer. In the evening
of that day he preached a most excellent thanksgiving
sermon, from the first two verses of the cxxvi. Psalm.

" I never preached with so much apparent success be-

fore. At Greenock, Irvine, Kilbride. Kilmarnock, and -

Stewarton, the concern was great ; at the three last, very

extraordinary.'*
*

Particularly, a Vindication of the Work of God in

New-Enj^land. See Works, V^ol IV. and several letters

about the affairs of the v.)rphan-house, some of his frends

there ha^ ing met with harsh treatment from the magis-
trates of S ivannah.

At this time he published at Edinburgh a continuation

of the account of the Orphan-house, from January 1741,

to June, 1742 —See his Works, Vol. HI. where you h:ve

the whole account continued from time to time, till April
1770,



WHITEFIELD. 85

with you, and methinks could willingly be found at the

head of you, kneeling and praying, though a Spaniard**
sword should be put to my throat. But, alas 1 I know not
how I should behave, if put to the trial : only we have a

promise, that as our day is, so our strength shall be. The
thoughts of divine love carry me above every thing. My
dear friend, the Spaniards cannot rob us of this ; nor can

men or devils. I humbly hope that I shall shortly hear

of the spiritual and temporal welfare of you all." And he
was not disappointed ; for, a few weeks after, he was in-

formed of his family's safe return to Bethesda *

About the end of October he left Scotland, and rode

post to London, where he arrived in about five day*.

CHAP. XI.

From his arrival in London^ in the Year \742j to his on^

barking for jimerica^in 1744,

ON ]Mr. Whitefield's arrival in London, he found a

new awakening at the Tabernacle, which they had been

obliged to enlarge ; where, as he observes, " from morn-

ing till midnight, 1 am employed ; and, glory be to rich

grace, I am carried through the duties of each day with

cheerfulness, and almost uninterrupted tranquillity. Our
society is large, but in good order. My Master gives us
much of his gracious presence, both in our public and

private administrations."

In the month of March, 1743, he went into Glouces-

tershire, where the people seemed more desirous to hear
than ever. '*

Preaching (says he) in Gloucestershire is

now like preaching at the Tabernacle in London." And
again, (in a Letter, dated April 7)

" I preached, and
look leave of the Gloucester people, with mutual and great
concern, on Sunday evening last. It was past one in the

* The manner in which the Spaniards were repulsed*
with remarks upon the kindness of Providence to the col-

ony, may be seen in an extract of General Oglethorp's
Proclamation for a Thanksgiving.

H
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iTiorning; before I could lay my weary body down. At five

} rose aj^ain, sick for want of rest ;
but I was enabled to

s^et oa horseback, and ride to Mr. F 's, where I preach-
ed to a large congregation, who came there at seven in

the morning. At ten, I read prayers, and preached, and
afterwards administered the Sacrament in Stonehouse
Church. Then 1 rode to Stroud, and preached to about

12,000 in IMistreb:i G—*s field ;
and about six in the

evening to a like number in Hampton Common. After

this, went to Hampton, and held a general love-feast with

ihe United Socielies, and went to bed about midnight very
cheerful and very happy." Next morning he preached
Bear Dursley, to some thousands ;

about seven reached

Bristol, and preached to a full congregation at Smilli's

ilali ; and on Tuesday morning, after preaching again,
tiet out for Waterford, in South-Wales, where he opened
ihe association which he and his brethren had agreed upon,
and was several days with them, settling the afiairs of the

societies. He continued in Wales some weeks, and

preached with great apparent success at Cardiff, Lantris-

sant, Neath, Swanzey, Harbrook, Llanelthy, Carmarthen,*
Earn, Narbatt, Newton, Jcflerson, Llassivran, Kidwilley,

Llangathan, Landovery, Brecon, Treveeka, Guenfethen,
Builth, and the Gore,t and in the latter end of April re-

* It was the Great Sessions. The Justices desired I

would stay till they rose, and they v/ould come. Accoi'd-

ingly they did, and many thousands more, and several peo-

ple of quality,'*

t The work, begun by Mr. Jones, spread far and near,
in South and North-Wales, where the Lord had made Mr.
ilowel Harri.s an instrument of converting several clergy,
as well as laynjen. Last year I visited several places, but
now 1 went to more, and in every place found that not one
half had been told me. The power of God at the sacra-

ment, under the ministry of Mr. Rowland, was enough to

jnake a person's heart burn within him. At seven in the

morning have I seen pcrh.aps ten thousand from diflerent

parts, in the midst of sermon, crying, Gogunniant—ben-

ilyiiti—ready to leap for joy. Associations were now
lornied, and monthly or quarterly meetings appointed, and
a closer connection established between the English and
Welch; so ihut several came over to a>:i:iit." M, S;
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turned to Gloucester, after h-wing-, in about ihrcc weeks,

travelle:! abn\U fonr hundred En;-ijli^ti miles, spent three

dayj in altendinj^ associations,* and preached about forty

ti:ne>.

In May he went l^ack to London, " once more (as lie

expresses it)
to attack the prince of darkness in Moor-

fiolds," in the lime of the holidays. The confi;regations

v,-ere amazin^^ly great, and much afPjcted. And. by the

contributions which were row and formerly made for his

orphans, he had ihe satisfaction of pr^yinrj all that was due

in Enc^land, and of mukinjj a small remittance to Mr. Ha-

bersham.
About the middle of June, he made another excursion,

and preached at Fairford, Cilanfield, Burford, Ben^eworth,
and Gloucester ;

also at Biistol and Kir.gswood, and at

Brinkworlh, Tetherton, and Hampton. At Bristol he

continued some time, preaching statedly every day twice,

and four times on the Sunday. Afterwards he preached
at Exeter, to very large congregations, where many of the

clergy attended.

In Anoiust he returned to London, but made no ]on!>

stay there. '*
I thank you (says he to a correspondent)

Tor your kind caution to spare myself ; but evangelizing
is certainly my province. Every where effectual doors

are opened. So far from thinking of nestling at London,
I am more and more convinced that I should go fronx

place to place."

Accordingly we find him in the months of October,
November and December, preaching and travcllinij

* At one of these associations, a motion was made to

separate from the established Church : but (says Mr.

Whitefield)
"
by far the greater part strenuously opposed

it, and for good reason
; for, as we enjoy such great liber-

ty under the mild and gentle government of his present

Majesty King George, I think we can do him, our country,
and the cause of God, more service in ranging up and

down, preaching repentance towards God, and faith in oui*

Lord Jesus Christ, tothoi-e multitudes who would neither

come into church or meeting, but who are led by curiosity

to follow us into the fields. This is a way to which God
has affixed his seal for many years past.'*
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through the country, as if it had been the mickllc of Sum-
mer—at Avon, in \Vilts, Tetherton, Clack, Brinkworth,
Chippenham, Wellington, Cullompton, Exeter, Axminis-
ter, Ottery, Bidcleford,* St. Gennis in Cornwall,! Bir-

ming;ham,| Kidderminster,§ and Bromsgrove. Nor did

he feel his health much impaired, though it was so late

in the season. He observes, indeed, that he had got a

cold ; but adds,
" The Lord warms my heart."

February, 1744, an event happened to him, which,
amidst all his success, tended to keep him humble, and
served to cure him of a weakness to which he had been

liable, the trusting to groundless impressions. It was the

death of his only child, concerning whom he was so im-

pressed, that he made no scruple of declaring, before the

birth, that the child would be a son, and that he hoped he
would live to preach the gospel. Several narrow escapes,
\vhich Mrs. Whiteneld had during her pregnancy, con-

firmed him in his expectations ; which were^ao high, that

* " Here is a clergyman about eighty years of age, but

not above one year old in the school of Christ. He lately

preached three limes, and rode forty miles the same day.
A young Oxonian who came with him, and many others,

were deeply affected. I cannot well describe with what

power the word was attended. Dear Mr. Flervey, one of

our first Methodists at Oxford, and who was lately a cu-

rate here, had laid the foundation."

t
" Many prayers were put up, by the worthy Rectoi*

and others, for an out-pouring of God's blessed Spirit.

They were answered. Arrows ofconviction flew so thick,

and so fast, and such an universal weeping prevailed from
one end of the congregation to the other, that good Mr.
J— , their minister, could not help going frCm seat to seat,

to speak, encourage and comfort the wounded souls."

\
" It is near eleven at night, and nature calls for rest.

I have preached five times this day, and, weak as I am,
through Christ's strengthening me could preach five times

more."

§
'' I was kindly received by Mr. Williams. Many

friends were at his house. I was greatly refreshed to find

what a sweet savour of good Mr. Baxter's doctrine, works
and discipline remained to this day.'*
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after he had publicly baptized the child at the Tabernacle,
all went away big with hopes of his being spared to be eni-

ployed in the work of God. But these fond expectations
were soon blasted by tlie child's death, when he was about

four months old. This was, no doubt, very hunribling to

the father ; but he was helped to make the wisest and'

best improvement of it.
" Though I am disappointed

(says he, writing to his friend) of a living preacher by the

death of my son, yet I hope what happened before his

birth, and since at his death, has taught me such lessons,

as, if duly improved, may render his mistaken parent more
cautious, more sober-minded, more experienced in Satan's

devices, and consequently more useful in his future la-

bours to the church of God."
March 3, he attended the assizes at Gloucester. The

occasion was, in the Summer, 1743, the Methodists had
been persecuted and abused by the mob, particularly at

Hampton, where several were hurt, and the life of their

preachers threatened. Mr. Whitefield, having tried oth-

er methods in vain, resolved, with the advice and assist-

•ance of his brethren, to seek the protection of law : and

accordingly got an information lodged against the Hamp-
ton rioters in the court of King's Bench. Facts being
proved by a variety of evidence, and the defendants ma-

king no reply, the rule was made absolute, and an infor-

mation filed against them. To this they pleaded jVot

Guilty^ and therefore the cause was referred in course to

the assizes in Gloucester. There he attended, and got
the better of his adversaries. After a full hearing on both

sides, a verdict was given for the prosecutors, and all the
defendants were brought in guilty of the whole informa-
tion lodged against them. This prosecution had a very
good effect. The rioters were greatly alarmed at the

thoughts of having an execution issued out against them.
But the intention of the Methodists was, to let them see
"what they could do, and then to forgive them.*
Some time before this, several anonymous papers^ en-

titled,
" Observations upon the Conduct and Behaviour

of a certain Sect, usually distinguished by the name or

Methodists," had been printed, and handed about in the

* See an account of this trial in his Works, Vol. IV,
H2
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reiigious socieiies of- London and Westminster, and giv-
en to many private persons, with strict injunctions to part
%vith them to no one. Mr. Whitefield, having accidentally
had the hasty perusal of them, and finding many queries

concerning him arid his conduct contained in them, and

having applied for a copy, which was refused him, he

thought it his duty to publish an advertisement, desiring
(as he knew not how soon he might embark for Georgia)
a speedy, open publication of the said papers, that he might
make a candid and impartial answer. He had reason to

believe the Bishop of London was concerned in compo-
faipg or revising them : but, that he might not be mista-

ken, afier the publication of the advertisement, he wrote
the Bishop a letter, wherein he desired to know whether
his Lordship was the author or not ; and also desired a

^opy. The Bishop sent word, "•' he should hear from
inm." Some time after, one Mr. Owen, printer to the

Bishop, left a letter for Mr. \Vbitefield, informing him
that he had orders from several of the Bishops to print
the Observations, &c with some few addition'^, for their

use ; and when the impression was finibhed, Mr. White-*
field should have a copy. For these reasons, Mr. V\ hite-

iield thought it proper to direct his Answer to the Obser-
vations to the Bishop of London, and the other Bishops
concerned in the publication of them. This answer occa-

sioned the Rev. Mr. Church's Expostulatory Letter to

Mr. Whitefield ; to which he soon replied, with thanks

to the author for prefixing his name.*

Having resolved to make another visit to America,
whither Mr. Smith, a merchant, then in England, in the
name of thousands, invited him, with him he took passage
in a ship going from Portsmouth ; but, being informed,

just before he was about to take his farewel, that the cap-
lain refused to take him, for fear, as he alledged, of spoil-

ing the sailors, he was obliged to go as far as Plymouth.
*' In my way (says he) I preached at Wellington, where one
Mr. Darracott had been a blessed instrument of doing

* See his Works, Vol IV. where is also his Answer
to the Second Part of the Observations, &c. in a second
letter to the Bishops, written during his voyage to Ameri*
ca-that vear.
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iTiUch good. At Exeter, also, I revisited, where many
souls were awakened to the divine life. At Biddeford,
where good Mr. Hervey had been curate, we had much
of the power of God ; and also at Kingsbridge. But tn»

chief scene was at Plymouth and the dock, where I eoc-

pected the least success."* It is remarkable, that just
before his success at Plymouth, he was in danger of being
killed. Four gentlemen, it seems, came to the house of

one of his particular friends, kindly inquiring after him,
and desirirvg to know where he lodged. Soon afterwards,
Mr. VVhitetield received a letter, inform.ing him that the

writer was a nephew of Mr. S— ,
an attorney at New-

York ; that he had the pleasure of supping with Mr.
Whiteficid at his uncle's house ; and desired his company
to sup with him and a few more friends at a tavern. Mr.
Whitetield sent him word, that it was not customary for

him to sup abroad at taverns, but should be glad of the

gentleman's company to eat a morsel with him at his lodg-

ing ; he accordingly came and supped ; but was observ-

ed frequently to look around him, and to be very absent.

- At last he took his leave, and returned to his companions
in the tavern; and being by them interrogated what he
had done, he answered, ''That he had been used so civilly,

he had not the heart to touch him." Upon which, it

seems, another of the company, a lieutenant of a man of

war, laid a wager often guineas, that he would do his bu-
siness for him. His companions, however, had the pre-
caution to take away his sword. It was now about mid-

night, and Mr. Whitefield having that day preached to a

large congregation, and visited the French prisoners, was

gone to bed : when the landlady came and told him that

a well-dressed gentleman desired to speak with him, Mr.

* M. S. Upon mentioning Biddeford, he adds here a

character of Mr. Hervey. It is a pity he did not write k
down.—However, we have a sketch of it

" Your sentiments concerning Mr. 11—'s book are very
just. The author of it is my old friend ; a most heavenly-
minded creature, one of the first of the Methodists, who
is contented with a small cure, and gives all that he has
to the poor. He is very weak, and daily waits for his dis-

solution," •
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Whiteneld, imagining it was somebody under conviction,
desired him to be brought up. He came, and sat down
by the bed-side, congratulated him upon the success of

bis ministry, and expressed much concern at being detain-

ed from hearing him. Soon after he broke out in the

most abusive language, and in a cruel and cowardly man-
ner beat him in his bed. The landlady and her daughter,
hearing the noise, rushed into the room, and seized upon
him ; but he soon disengaged himself from them, and re-

peated his blows on Mr. VVhitefield, who beinL^- apprehen-
sive that he intended to shoot or stab him, underwent all

the surprise of a sudden and violent death. Afterwards a

second came into the house, and cried out from the bot-

tom of the stairs,
^' Take courage, I am ready to help

you." But by the repeated cry oi murder^ the alarm was
now so great that they both made off. " The next morn-

ing (says Mr. Whitefield) I was to expound at a private

house, and then set out for Biddeford. Some urged me
to stay and prosecute ; but being better employed I went
on my intended journey, was greatly blessed in preaching
the everlasting gospel, and upon my return was well paid
for what I had suffered ; curiosity having led perhaps two
thousand more than ordinary, to see and hear a man that

had like to have been murdered in his bed. And I trust,
in the five weeks time while I waited for the convoy, hun-
dreds were awakened and turned unto the Lord. At the

dock, also, near Plymouth, a glorious work had begun.
Could the fields between Plymouth and the Dock speak,

they could tell what blessed seasons were enjoyed there."

CHAP. xn.

From his embarking for America^ in 1744, to his goi?ig to

the Bermudas^ in the Year 1748.

AS soon as the convoy came,* Mr. Whitefield em-
barked, in the beginning of August, 1744, though in a

* "
August 4. Our convoy is now come. I desire you

all to bless God for what he is doing in these p£crts j
for
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poor state of health. The tediousr.ess of the voyage, he

imagined, occasioned no small addition to a violent pain
in his side. However, he says,

" Blessed be God, in a

week or two after we sailed, we began to have a church

in our ship. We had regular public prayer morning and

evening, frequent communion, and days of humiliation and

fasting." After a passage of eleven weeks,* he arrived

at York in New-England. Colonel Pepperell went with

some friends in his own boat, to invite him to his house.

But he was not in a proper condition to accept the invita-

tion, being so ill of a nervous colic, that he was obliged,

immediately after his arrival, to go to bed. His friends

were very apprehensive ; but he himself had much in-

ward peace. Great care was taken of him by a physician
who had been a notorious Deist, but was awakened, the

last time he was in New-England. For some time he

was, indeed, very weak :
" Yet (he writes) in three weeks,

I was enabled to preach : but, imprudently going over the

ferry to Portsmouth, I caught cold, immediately relapsed,
and was taken, as every one thought, with death, in my
dear friend Mr. Sherburne's house. What gave me most
concern was, that notice had been given of my being to

preach. Whilst the Doctor was preparing a medicine,

feeling my pains abated, I on a sudden cried,
* Doctor,

my pains are suspended ; by the help of God, I will go
and preach, and then come home and die.' In my own

apprehension, and in all appearance to others, 1 was a dy-

ing man. I preached, the people heard me, as such. The
invisible realities of another world lay open to my view.

Expecting to stretch into eterniiy, and to be with my
Master before the morning, I spoke with peculiar energy.

preaching in the Dock is now like preaching at the Taber-
nacle. Our morning lectures are very delightful. O the

thousands that flock to the preaching of Christ's Gospel 1'*

P. S. " I must tell you one thing more. 1 here is a

ferry over to Plymouth. The ferry-men are now so much

my friends, that they will take nothing of the multitudes

that come to hear me preach ; saying,
' God forbid that

we should sell the word of God."
* His Letter to the Clergy of the Diocess of Litchfield

and Coventry is dated during this voyage.
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Such effects followed the word, I thon,q;ht it v/as woiih
dvinff for a thousand times. Thoui^h wonderfully coin-

forted within, at my return home 1 thought I was dying
indeed. I was laid on a bed upon the ground, near the

fire, and I heard my friends say,
" He is gone." But

God was pleased to order it otherwise. I gradurdly re-

covered ; and soon after, a poor negro woman would see

me. She came, sat down UDon the eround. and looked

earnestly in my face, and th.eii said, in broken language,
"
Master, you just go to heaven's gate, but Jesus Christ

said, Get you down, get you down, you must not come
here yet, but go first and call some more poor negroes,'*
1 prayed to the Lord, that if I was to live, this might be the

event.
" In about three weeks I was enabled, tliough in great

weakness, to reach Boston ; and, every day, was more
and more confirmed in what I had heard about a glorious
work that had been begun and carried on there, and in

almost all parts of New-England, for two years together.
Before my last embarkaiion from Georgia, Mr. Colman
and Mr. Cooper wrote me word, that upon Mr. Tennent's

going out as an itinerant, the awakening greatly increas-

ed in various places,* till, at length, th<? work so advanced

^very where, that many thought the latter-day glory was
indeed come, and that a nation was to be born in a day.
But, as the same sun that lightens and warms the earth,

gives life to noxious insects, so the same work, that for a

while carried all before it, was sadly blemished, through
the subtilty of Satan, t and the want of more experience
in ministers and peop^'^, who had never seen such a scene
before. Opposers, who waited for such an occasion, did

all they could to aggravate every thing. One rode scve-^

ral hundred miles, to pick up all the accounts he could

get of what was wrong in what he called only
" a religious

stir." And God having been pleased to send me first, all

was laid upon me. Testimonies signed by various min-

* See Prince's Christian History (or Historical Collec-

tions, &c. Vol. n. page 304) where are attestations of

above a hundred and twenty ministers to the goodness of

the work.

t Thus it was at the reformation in Germany.
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istcrs came out against me,* almost every day.
—And the

disorders were also at the highest ;
so that for a while my

situation was rendered uncomfortable.! But amidst all

* He wrote an answer to a Testimony by Harvard Col-

lege. See Works, VoL IV.

t While some published testimonials against ]Mr.

Whitefieid, others published testimonials in his favour ;

as Mr. Hobby, Mr. Loring, Fifteen Ministers convened at

Taunton, March 5, 1745, And the following paragraph
is in Prince's Christian History, No. XCIV :

"
Saturday, November 24, 1744, the Rev. Mr. White-

field was so far revived as to be able to set out from Ports-

mouth to Boston, whither he came in a very feeble state

the Monday evening after ; since which, he has been able

to preach in several of our largest houses of public wor-

ship, particularly the Rev. Dr. Col man's, Dr. Sewall's,

Mr. Webb's, and Mr. Gee's, to crowded assemblies of

people, and with great and growing acceptance. At Dr.

Colman's desire, and the consent of the church, on the

Lord's day after his arrival he administered to them the

Holy Communion, And last Lord's day he preached for

Mr. Cheever of Chelsea, and administered the Holy Sup-

per there. The next day preached for the Rev. Mr. Em-
erson of Maiden. Yesterday he set out to preach at some
towns to the northward, proposes to return hither the

next W^ednesday-evening, and after a few days to comply
"with the earnest invitations of several ministers to go and

preach to their congregations in the southern parts of the

province. He comes with the same extraordinary spirit

of meekness, sweetness, and universal benevolence, as be-

fore. In opposition to the spirit ofseparation and bigotry,
he is still for holding communion with all Protestant

churches. In opposition to enthusiasm, he preaches a

close adherence to the Scriptures, the necessity of trying
all impressions by them, and of rejecting whatever is not

agreeable to them, as delusions. In opposition to Anti-

nomianiim, he preaches up all kinds of relative and re-

ligious duties, though to be performed in the strength of

Christ ; and, in short, the doctrines of the Church of

England, and of the first fathers of this country. As be-

iorcj lie first applies, himself to the understandings of his



96 THE LIFE OF

this smoke, a blessed fire broke out. The awakened souls

were as eager as ever to hear the word.* Having heard
that I had expounded early in Scotland, they begged I

would do the same in Boston. I complied, and opened a

lecture at six in the morning. 1 seldom preached to less

than two thousand. It was delightful to see so many of
both sexes, neatly dressed, flocking to hear the word, and

returning home to family prayer and breakfast before the

opposers were out of their beds. So that it was common-
ly said, that between early rising and tar-water the phisi-
cians would have no business."

It was now Spring, 1745, and at that time the first ex-

pedition was set on foot against Cape Breton. Colonel

Pepperell, who was then at Boston, and constantly attend-

ed Mr. Whitefield's lecture, was pleased, the day before

he accepted a commission to be General in that expedi-
tion, to abk Mr. Whitefield*s opinion of the matter. He
told him, with his usual frankness, " That he did not, in-

deed, think the scheme proposed for taking Louisburgh
very promising ; that the eyes of all would be upon him.
If he did not succeed, the widows and orphans ot the slain

soldiers would be like lions robbed of their whelps ; but

if it pleased God to give him success, envy would endeav-

our to eclipse his glory ; he had need, therefore, if he

"went, to go with a single eye ; and then there was no

doubt, but if Providence really called him, he would find

his strength proportioned to the day."
—About the same

hearers, and then to the affections. And the more he

preaches, the more he convinces people of their mistakes

about him, and increases their satisfaction.'*
* " A man of good parts, ready wit, and lively imagin-

ation, who had made it his business, in order to furnish

matter for preaching over a bottle, to come and hear, and

then carry away scraps of my sermons ; having one night

got sufficient matter to work upon, as he thought, attempt-
ed to go out ; but, being pent in on every side, he found

his endeavours fruitless. Obliged thus to stay, and look-

ing up to me, waiting for some fresh matter for ridicule,

God was pleased to prick him to the heart. He came to

Mr. P. full of horror, confessed his crimes, and longed
to ask my pardon.'

>)
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time, Mr. Sherburne, another of Mr. Whiteneld's fiiends,

being appointed one of the Commissaries, told him, '* He
must favour the expedition, otherwise the serious people
would be discouraged from enlisung ;

not only s(55 but in-

sisted he should give him a moUo for his flag, for the en-

couragement of the soldiers." Ihis he refused to do, as

it would be acting out of character. But Mr. Sherburne

would take no denial. He therefore, at last, gave them

one, AV/ desjierandum^ Christo Duce. *' If Christ be Cap-
tain, no fear of a defeat." Upon which great numbers
enlisted. And before their embarkation, the officers de-

sired him to give them a sermon. This he readily com"

plied with, and preached from these words :
" As many

as were distressed, as many as were discontented, as many
as were in debt, came to David, and he became a Captain
over them." He spiritualized the subject, and told them,
how distressed sinners came to Jesus Christ the Son of

David ;
and in his application, exhorted the soldiers to

behave like the soldiers of David, and the officers to act

like David's worthies ; then he made no manner of doubt,
there would be good news from Cape-Breton. After this

he preached to the General himself, who asked him if he
would not be one of his ciiaplains. But he excused him-

self, and said,
" He should think it an honour, but believ-

ed, as he generally preached three times a day, in various

places, to large congregations, he could do more service

by stirring up the people to pray, and tlicreby strengthen-

ing his and his soldiers' hands." And in this practice he

persisted during the siege of Louisburgh.
" I believe

(adds he) if ever people went with a disinterested vieW|
the Nevv-Englanders did then. Though many of them
were ravy and undisciplined, yet numbers were substantial

persons, who left their farms, and willingly ventured alt

for their country's good. An auiazing scene of provi-
dences apneared,* and thouirh some discouraj^imr ac-

counts were sent during th.e lutter end of the siege, yet in

about six weeks news was brought of the surrender of

Louisburgh. Numbers flocked from all quarters to heaf
a thanksgiving sermon upon the occasion. And I trust

S^e Mr. Prince's Sermon upon the occasion.

I
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the blesbing bestowed on the country, through the thankJ-

y;ivings of many, redounded to the glory of God."
The New- England people had, some time ago, offered

to build him a large house to preach in ; but as this

scheme might have abridged his liberty of itinerating, he
thanked them for their kind offer, and at the same time

begged leave to refuse the accepting of it. As his bodily

strength increased, and his health grev/ better, he began
to move farther southward ; and, after preaching eastward
as far as Casco-bay and North-Yarmouth, he went through
Connecticut, Plymouth, Rhode-Island, preaching to thou-

sands, generally twice a day.
'' And though (says he)

there was much smoke, yet every day I had more and more

convincing proof, that a blessed gospel fire had been kin-

dled in the hearts both of ministers and people. At New-
York, where I preached as usual, I found that the seed

sown had sprung up abundantly ;
and at the east end of

Long-Island saw many instances. In my way to Phila-

delphia, I had the pleasure of preaching, by an interpre-

ter, to some converted Indians, and of seeing near fifty

young ones in one school, near Freehold, learning the As-

sembly's Catechism. A blessed awakening had been be-

gun and carried on among the Delaware Indians, by the

instrumentality of Mr. David Brainaird,* such a one as

hath not been heard of since the awakening of New-

England by the venerable Mr. Elliott, who used to be sty-

led the Apostle of the Indians ; his brother followed him.

Mr. William Tennent, whose party I found much upon
the advance, seemed to encourage his endeavours with all

liis heart.
" His brother, Mr. Gilbert Tennent, being early soli-

cited thereto, I found settled in the place formerly erected

at the beginning of the awakening. The gentlenien of-

fered me eight hundred pounds a year, only to preach

among them six months, and to travel the other six months

where I would. Nothing remarkable happened during

rny way southward But when I came to Virginia, I

found that the word of the Lord had run and was glorified.

During my preaching at Glasgow, some persons wrote

$ome of my extempore sermions, and printed them ahnost

Sec his Life and Journ&hi
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as fast as I preached them. Some of these were carried

to Virginia, and one of them fell into the hands of Samuel
Morris. He read and found benefit.* He then read iheni

to others ; they were awakened and convinced. A fit©

was kindled ; opposition wus made ;
other labourers were

sent tor ;
and many, both white people and negroes, were

converted to the Lord.
" In North-Carolina, where I stayed too short a time,

little was done. At Georgia, through the badness of ths

institution, and the Trustees' obstinacy in not altering it,

my load of debt and care was greatly increased, and a*

times almost overwhelmed me. But I had the pleasure
of seeing one, who came as a player from New-York, now
converted unto God, and a preacher of Jesus Christ. One
Mr. Ratteray brought me ten pounds ; and, at my return

northward, fresh supplies were raised up. The generous
Charleston people raised a subscription of three hundred

pounds, with which J bought land, it being cheap during
the war ; and a plantation, and a few negroes were pur-
chased at Indian-land. Thus, for a v/hile, the gap was

stopped. I preached a sermon upon the Rebellion ; wa?

very sick at Philadelphia ; kindly received at Bohemia and.

at New-York.
" As itinerating was my delight, and America, as bein^

a new world, particularly pleasing, 1 now began to think

of returning no more to my native country. But travel-

ling, care, and a load of debt, contracted not for myself,
but the Orphan-house, weighed me down. And, being
much troubled with stiches in my side, I was advised to

go to Bermudas for the recovery of my health."! He ac-

cordingly embarked, and landed there the l5th of March,
1748.

* See this more fully narrated, Hist. Coll. Book IV..

Chap. V. Sect. 22.

t In his Letters during this period, are the following

passages :

"
August 26, 1746. The door for my usefulness opens

wider and wider. I love to range in the American woods,
and sometimes think I shall never return to England any
more.

" November 8. I have lately been in seven counties in

Maryland; and preached to great congregations.
" May

C'"̂^i^:
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CHAP. XHI.

J^yojn lils ^rr-ival at the BeivnudaSi to fas Return to L0.119

m don in July^ 1748.

MR. \VHITEFIELD met ^ith the kindest recep-
tion at Bermudas, and for above a month he preached gen-
erally twice a day, traversing the island from one end to

the other ; but his activity, usefulness and treatment will

best Dppear by an extract from his manuscript journal of

that period.
" The simplicity and plainness of the people, together

with the pleasant situation of the island, much delighted
me. The Rev. IVIr. Holiday, minister of Spanish-Point,
received me in a most affectionate, Christian Manner, and

begged I would make his house my home. In the even-

ing, I expounded at the house of Mr. Savage, of Port-

Royal, which was very commodious, and which also he
would have m.e make my home. I went with Mr. Savage,
In a boat lent us by Captain , to the town of St. George,
in order to pay our respect to the Governor. All along

<• May 21, 1747. I have now been upon the stretch,

preaching constantly for almost three v/etks. INIy body is

often extremely weak, but the joy of the Lord is my
strength, and by the help of God, I intend going on till X

drop,"or this poor carcase can hold out no more. These

southern colonies lie in darkness, and yet, as ftir as 1 find,

are as willing to receive the Gospel, as others. If some

good books could be purchased, to dispose of among poor

people, much good might be done.

"June I. The congregations yesterday were exceed-

ing large. I am sick and well, as I used to be in England ;

but the Redeemer fills me with comfort. I am determin-

ed, in his strength, to die fighting.
" June 4. I have omitted preaching one night, to oblige

my friends, that they may not charge me with murdering

myself ;
but I hope yet to die in the pul^t, or soon after 1

Gome out of it.

" June 23. Since my last, I have been several times

Qii the verge of eternity. At present, I am so v/eak that
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we had a most pleasant prospect of the other part of the

island ; a more pleasant one I never saw. One MrSi

Smith, of St. George's, for whom I had a letter of recom-

mendation from my dear old friend Mr. Smith of Charles-

ton, received me into her house. About noon, with one
of tlie council and Mr. Savage, I waited upon the Govern-

-
or. He received us courteously, and invited us to dine

with him and the council at a tavern. We accepted the

invitation, and all behaved with great civility and respect.
After the Governor rose from the table, he desired, if I

stayed in town on the Sunday, that I would dine with him
at his own house.

"
Sunday, March 20, read prayers and preached twice

this day, to what were esteemed here large auditories, in

the morning at Spanish-Point church, and in the evening*
at Brackish-Pond church, about two miles distant from

eacl^
other. In the afternoon I spoke with greater free-

dom than in the morning, and 1 trust not altogether in

vain. All were attentive—some wept. I dined with CoL
Butterfield, one of the council, and received several invita-

tions to other gentlemen's^ houses. May God bless and
reward them, and incline them to open their heart to re-

ceive the Lord Jesus ! Amen and Amen !

I cannot preach. It is hard work to be silent, but I must-
be tried every way.

" June 29. God has been pleased to bring my body to

the very brink of the grave, by convulsions, gravel, a ner-
vous colic, and a violent fever. For this week past I have
not preached ; but since my leaving Philadelphia, about
three days ago, I seemed to have gathered strength, and

hoj>e once more, to-morrov/, to proclaim amongst poor
•sinners the unsearchable riches of Jesus Christ. I purpose
lo go to Boston, and return by land, so as to reach Charles-
ton by November.

"July 4. At present, I am very weakly, and scarce
able to preach above once or twice a week.

"
September 1 1. VVe saw great things in New-Eng-

land. The flocking and power that attended the word Wcis

like unto that seven years ago. Weak as I was, and have-
been, I v/as enabled to travel eleven hundred miles, an;Ii.

p.rcuch daily. I am now going to Georgia to wintea*,''

12
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«
Wednesday, March 23, dined >vith Captain Glbbs,

and went from thence and expounded at the house of Capt.
F—le, al Hunboy, about two miles distant. The com-
pany was here also large, attentive, and affected. Our
l^ord gave me utterance : I expounded on the first part
of the 8th chapter of Jeremiah. After lecture, Mr. Kid-
die, a ccuiisellor, invited me to his house, as did Mr. Paul,
an ai^ed Presbyterian minister, to his pulpit ; which I

complied with upon condition the report was true, that the
Governor had served the ministei-s with an injunction that

I should not preach in the churches,
*'
Friday, Muich 25. Was prevented preaching yester-

day by the rain, which continued from morning till night ;

but this afternoon God g-ave me another opportunity of de-

claring his eternal truthb to a large company at the bouse
of one Mr. B— s, who last night sent me a letter of invi-

tation. -

'* Sunday, March 27. Glory to God ! I hope this has

been a profitable Sabbath to many souls ; it has been a

pleasant one to mine. Both morning and afternoon I

preached to a large auditory, in Bermudas, in Mr. Paul's

meeiing house, which I suppose contains above four hun-

dred. Abundance of negroes, and many others, were in

the vestry, porch, and about the house. The word seem-
ed to be clothed with a convincing power, and to make its

"way into the hearts of the hearers. Between sermons, I

\vas entertained very civilly in a neighbouring house : Judge
Bascome and three more of the council came thither ;

each gave me an invitation to his house. O how does the

Tord make way for a poor stranger in a strange land i

After the second sermon I dined with Mr. Paul, and in

the evening expounded to a very large company at Coun-
sellor Riddle's. My body was somewhat weak, but the

Lord carried me through, and caused me to go to rest re-

joicing. May I thus go to my grave, when my ceaseless,

tininterrupted rest shall begin !

** Monday, March 28. Dined this day at Mrs. D—l*s,

inother-in-law to my dear friend the Rev. Mr. Smith ; and

afterwards preached to more than a large house full of

people, on Matt ix. 12. Towards the conclusion of the-

sermon, the hearers began to be more affected than 1 have

^cet seen tf\em. Surely the Lord Jesus will give me some
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seals in this island ! Grant this, O Redeemer, for thy in-

finiie mercy's suke !

»'
Thursday, March 31. Dined on Tuesday at Colonel

Corbuaiers, and on Wednesday at Colonel Gilbert's, both

of the council, and iound, oy what I could hear, that some

good had been done, and many prejudices removed. Who
shall hinder, if God will work ? Went to an island, this

afternoon, called Ireland, upon which live a few families ;

and, to my surprise, found a great many gentlemen, and

other people, with my friend Mr. Holiday, who came from

different quarters to hear me. Before I began preaching
I went round to see a most remarkable cave, which very
much displayed the exquisite workmanship of Him who
in his strength setteth fast the mountains, and is girde^
about with power. Whilst I was in the cave, quite unex-

pectedly 1 turned and saw Counsellor Riddle, who with

his son came to hear me, and, whilst we were in the boat,

told me that he had been with the Governor, who declared

that he had no personal prejudice against me, and wonder-

ed I did not come to town and preach there, for it was the

desire of the people ; and that
. ;y house in the town, the

court-house not excepted, should be at my service.

Thanks be to God for so much favour !
—If his cause re-

quires it, 1 shuU have more. He knows my heart : I val-

we the favour of man no farther than as it makes room
for the gospel, and gives me a large scope to promote the

glory of God. There being no capticious house upon the

island, I preached for the first time-here in the open air.

All heard very attentively, and it was very pleasant after

sermon to see so many boats full of people returning from
the worship of God. 1 talked seiiously to some in our
own boat, and began toaing a psalm, in which they readily

joined.
'•
Sunday, April 3. Preached twice this day at Mr.

Paul's meeting-house, as on the last Sabbath, but with

greater freedom and power, especially in the morning, and
I think to as great, if not greater, auditories. Dined with

Col. H—vy, another of the council ; visited a sick woman,
where many came to hear, and expounded afterwards to a

great company at Capt. John Dorrel's, Mrs. D—I's son,,

who with his wife courteously entertained mc, an 1 desired

jn& to make his house my home.—So true is that promise
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of our Lord's, * That whosoever leaves father or mother,
houses or luuds, shall have in this life a hundred fold with

persecution, and in the world lo come life everlasting.*
Lord, 1 have experienced the one ; in thy good time

grant that I may experience the other also I

"
VVedu'^^sday, \pril 6. Preached yesterday at the house

of Mr. Anthony Smith, of Bylis Bay, with a considerable

degree of warnuh, and rode afierwards to St. George's the

only town in the island. The gentlemen of the town hud
sent me an invitation by Judge Bascome, and he, with

several others, came to visit me at my lodgings, and in-

formed me that the Governor desired to see me About
ten I waited upon his Excellency, who received me with

great civility, and told me he had no objection against my
person or my principles, having never yet heard me, and
he knew nothing in respect to my conduct in moral life,

that micrht prejudice him against me j but his instructions

"were, to let none preach in the island, unless he had a

written licence to preach somewhere in America or the

West-Indies : at the same time he acknowledged that it

was but a matter of mere^form. I infoimed his Excellen-

cy that I hal been regularly inducted to the parish of vSa-

vannah ; that I was ordained priest by letters dismissory
from my Lord of London, and under no church censure

from his Lordship ;
and would always read the church

prayers, if the clergy would give me the use of their

churches. I added further, that a minister's pulpit was
lo&ked upon as his fite-hold, and that 1 knew one clergy-
mun who had denied liis own Diocesan the use of his pul-

pit. But I told his Excellency I was satisfied with tlie

liberty he allowed me, and would not act contrary to his

injunction. I then begged leave to be dismissed, because

I was to preach at eleven o'clock : His Excellency said

he intended to do himself the pleasure to hear me. At
eleven the church-bell rung, the church-bible, prayer-
book and cushion* were sent to the town-house—The
Governor, several of the council, the minister of the pa-
rish, and assembly-men, with a great number of town*s-

people, assembled in great order. I was veiy sick,

through a cold I caught last night ; but I read the church-

prayers, (the first lesson was the fifteenth of the first book
of Samuel) and preached on those wordS;

<

lUghteousne^.
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exalteth a nation.* Being weak and faint, and having
much of the head-ache, I did not do that justice to my sub-

ject as I sometimes am enabled to do ; but the Lord so

helped me, that, as I found afterwards, the Governor and
the other gentlemen expressed their approbation, and ac-

knowledged they did not expect to be so well entertained.

Not unto me, O Lord, not unto me, but unto thy free

grace, be all the glory !

" After sermon, Dr. F b's, and Mr. P 1 the col-

lector, came to me, and desired me to favour them and
the gentlemen of the town with my company to dine with

them. I accepted the invitation. The Governor and the

President and Judge Bascome were there. All wondered
at my speaking so freely and fluently without notes. The
Governor asked me whether I used minutes.—I answer-

ed, No. He said it was a great gift.
At table his Excel-

lency introduced something of religion, by asking me the

meaning of the word Hades. Several other things were
started about free-will, Adam's fail, predestination, &:c. to

all which God enabled me to answer so pertinently, and

taught me to mix the utile and duice so together, that all

at table seemed highly pleased, shook me by the hand,
and invited me to their respective houses. The Governor,
in particular, asked ma to dine with him on the morrow,
and Dr. F—b, one of his particular intimates, invited me
to drink tea in the afternoon. I thanked all, returned

proper respects, and went to my lodgings with some de-

gree of thagkfulness for the assistance vouchsafed me, and
abased before God at the crmsideration of my unspeakable
unworthiness. In the afternoon, about five o'clock, I ex-

pounded the parable of the prodigal son to many people a^

a private house, and in the evening had liberty to speak
freely and closely to those that supped with me. O tha^

this may be the beginning of good gospel times to the in-

habitants of this town ! Lord, teach me to deal prudently
with them, and cause them to melt under thy word !

"
Friday, April 8. Preached yesterday with great clear-

ness and freedom to about four-score people, at a house on

David's-island, over against St. George's town ; went and

lay at Mr. Holiday's, who came in a boat to fetch me ; and
this day I heard him preach, and read prayers ; after

^vI)ich I took the sacrament from him. Honest man I he
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would have had me administer and officiate ; but I chose
not to do it, lest 1 should bring him into trouble afier my
departure. However, in the afternoon, I preached at one
Mr. Tod's, in the same parish, to a very large company
indeed. The Lord was with me. My heart was warm,
and what went from the heart, I trust, went to the heart,
for many were afiTected. O that they may be convened
also ! Then it will be a Good Friday indeed to their souls.
"
Sunday, April 10. Dined and conversed yesterdty,

very agreeably, with Judge Bascome ; who seems to have
the greatest insight into the difference between the Armi-
nian and Calvinistical scheme of any one I have yet met
with upon the island. In the afternoon I visited a sick

paralytic ; and this day I preached twice again at Mr.
Paul's meeting-house. The congregations were rather

larger than ever, and the power of God seemed to be more
amongst them. I think 1 sec a visible alteration for the

better, every Lord's day. Blessed be God! In the eve-

ning I expounded at Mr. Joseph Dorrell's (where I dined}
to a very large company, then went to his kinsman's, my
usual lodging on Saturday and Sunday evenings, who,
with his wife and other friends, seemed kinder and kinder

daily. Good measure, pressed down, and running over,

may the Lord, both as to spirituals and temporals, rctarn

into all their bosoms !

"
Saturday, April 16. Preached since Lord's day at five

different houses, to concerned and affected congregations,
at different parts of the island, but was more indisposed,
one night, after going to bed, than I had been for some
time. On two of the days of this week, I dined with the
President and Captain Spafford, both of whom entertained
me with the utmost civility.

"
Sunday, 17. Still God magnifies his power and good-

ness more and more. This morning we had a pleasing
sight at Mr. Paul's Meeting-house. I began to preach,
and the people to hear and be affected, as in days of old at

home. Indeed the prospect is encouraging. Praise the

Lord, O my soul ! After preaching twice to large congre-
gations in the meeting-house, I, at the desire of the par
rents, preached in the evening a sermon at the funeral of
a little boy about five years of age. A great number of

people attended, and the Lord enabled me so to speak aa
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to affect many of the hearers. Blessed be the Lord for

this day's work ! Not uiUo me, O Lord not unto me, but
unto thy free grace, be all the glory !

"
Sunday, April 24. The last week being rainy, I

preached only five times in private houses, and this day
but once in the meeting-house ; but I hope neither time
without eifect. This evening expourtded at Counsellor

Kiddle's, who, with the other gentlenjen. treats me with

greater respect every day. Colonel Gilbert, one of the

council, has lent me his horse during my stay, and Mr,
D 11 this morning informed me of a design the gen-
tlemen had to raise a contribution to help me discharge
my arrears, and support my Orphan family. Thanks be

given to thy name, O God I Thou knovvest all things ;

thou knowest that I want to owe no man any thing, hut
love and provide for Bethesda after my disease. Thou
hast promised thou wilt fulfil the desires of them that fear

thee. I believe. Lord, help my unbelief, that thou wilt

fulfil this desire of my soul. Even so. Amen I

*'
Saturday, April 30. Preached since Lord's day two

funeral sermons, and at five different houses in different

parts of the island to still larger and larger auditories, and

perceived the people to be affected more and more.^
Twice or thrice I preached without doors. Riding in the

sun, and preaching very earnestly, a little fatigued me ; so
that this evening I was obliged to lie down for some time.

Faints yet pursuing^ must be my motto still.

*'
Sunday, May I. This morning I was a little sick ; but

I trust God gave us a happy beginning of the new month.
1 preached twice with power, especially in the morning
to a very great congregation in the meeting-house; and,
in the evening, having given previous notice, I preached
about four miles distant, in the fields, to a large company
of negroes, and a number of white people, who came to

hear what I had to say to them. I believe, in all, there
were near fifteen hundred people. As the sermon was in-

tended for the negroes, I gave the auditory warning, that

my discourse would be chiefly directed to them, and that

I should endeavor to imitate the example of Elijah, who
when he was about to raise the child, contracted himself
to its length. The negroes seemed very sensible and at-

tentive. When I asked them; whether all of them did
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not desire to go to heaven, one of them v;ith a very audi*
ble voice aaid,

' Yes, Sir
' This caused a little smiling :

but, in general, every thing was carried on with great de-

cency ; and, I believe, the Lord enabled me so to dis-

course, as to touch the negroes, and yet not give them the,
letist umbrage to slight or behave imperiously to their

masters. If ever a minister in preaching need the wis-

dom of the serpent to be joined with the harmlessness of
the dove, it mu-)i be when discoursing to negroes. Vouch-
safe me tiiis favor, O God, for thy dear Son's sake !

"
Monday, May 2. L'pon enquiry, I found that some of

the negroes did not like my preaching, because I told them
of their cursing, sweaiing, thieving and lying. One or

two of the worst of them, as I was informed, went away.
Some said they would not go any more : They liked Mr.
M r be'ter, tor he never told them of these things;
and I said, their hearts were as black as their faces. They
expected, they sjid, to hear me speak against their mas-
ters. Blessed be God that I was directed not to say any
thing, this first tin»e, to the masters at all, though my text

led me to it. It might have been of bad consequence to

tell them their duty, or charge them too roundly with the

neglect of it, before their slaves. They would mind all I

said to their masters, and, perhaps, nothing that I said to

them. Lvery thing is beautiful in its season. Lord, teach

me always that due season, wherever I am called to give
either black or white' a portion of thy word ! However,
others of the poor creatures, I hear, were very thankful,
and came home to their master's houses, saying they
would strive to sin no more. Poor hearts I These differ-

ent accounts afierted me; and upon the whole, I could

not help rejoicing to find that their consciences were so

far awake.
"
Saturday, May f. In my conversation these two days,

with some of my friends. I was diverted much, in hearing
several things that passed among the poor negroes since

my preaching to them last Sunday. One of the women,
it seems, said,

' That if the book I preached out of was
the best book that was ever bought at, and come out of,

London, she was sure it never had all that in it which I

spoke to the negroes.' The old man who spoke out loud

Ipt Sunday, and s:ud ' Yes/ when i asked them, \Yhelhci"
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ail the negroes would not go to heaven, being questioned

by somebody why he spoke out so, answered, ' That the

gentleman put the question, once or twice, to them, and

the other fools had not the manners to make him any an-

swer, till at last he seemed to point at me, and I was asha-

med that nobody should answer him, and therefore I did.*

Another, wondering why I said,
*

Negroes had black

hearts,* was answered by his black brother thus :
' Ah,

thou fool, dost thou not understand it ? He means black

with sin.* Two more girls were overheard by their mis-

tress talking about religion, and they said,
'

Vhcy knew if

they did not repent they must be damned.' From all

which 1 infer, that these Bermudas negroes are more

knowing than I supposed ; that their consciences are

awake, and consequently prepared, in a good measure, for

hearing the gospel preached unto them.
"
Sunday, May 8. This also, I trust has been a good

Sabbath. In the morning I was helped to preach po-rver-

fully to a melting and rather a larger congregation than

ever, in Mr. Paul's meeting-house, and in the evening, to

almost as large a congregation of black and white as last

Sunday, in the fields, near my hearty friend Mr. Holiday's
house. To see so many black faces was affecting. They
heard very attentively, and some of them now began to

weep. May God grant them a godly sorrow, that work-
eth repentance not to be repented of !

"
Friday, May 13. This afternoon preached over the

corpse of Mr. Paul's eldest son, about 24 years of

age ; and, by all I could hear and judge of by conversing
with him, he did indeed die in the Lord. I visited him
twice last Lord's day, and was quite satisfied with what he
said, though he had not much of the sensible presence of
God. I find he v/as a preacher upon his death-bed. For
he exhorted all his companions to love Christ in sinceiity,
and blessed his brother and sister, and, I thh;kj his father

and mother, jnst before hh dep'irture. A great many
people attended the funeral. I preached on Luke vii. IS.
*' And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her,
and said unto her weep not" Many were airected in the

application of my discourse, and, I trust, some will be in-

duced, by this young man's good example, to remember
K
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tlieir Redeemer in the days cf their youth. Grant it, 6
Loid, for thy dear Son's sake !

"
Sunday, May 15. Praise the Lord, O my soul, and

all that is within me, praise his holy name ! 'Jhis morn-
jiig 1 preached my farewel sermon, at Mr. Paul's meeting
house ; it was quite full, and, as the President said, above
i.. hundred and fifty ^vhites, besides blacks, were around
the house. Attention sat on every face ; and v/hen I came
to take niy leave, oh 1 what a sweet, unaffected weeping
was there to be seen every where. 1 believe there were
few dry eyes. The negroes likewise without doors, I

heard, wept plentilully- My own heart was affected, and

•though I have parted from friends so often, yet I find eve-

ry fresh parting almost unmans me, and very much af-

fects my heart. Surely a great work is begun in some
souls at Bermudas. Carry it on, C) Lord ; and if it be thy
will, send me to this dear people again. Even so. Lord
Jesus.—i\men.

" Afier sermon I dined with three of the Council, and
other gentlemen and ladies, at captain Buscome's ; and
from thence we went to a funeral, at which Mr. M r

])rcached ; and after that I expounded on the Lord's

Transfiguration, at the house of one Mrs. Harvey, sister

to dear Mr. Smith of Charleston. '1 he house was ex-

ceeding full, and it was supposed above three hundred
blood in the yard. The Lord enabled me to lift up my
voice like a trumpet. Many wept. Mr. M r return-

ed from the funeral with me, and attended the lecture, as

did the three Counsellors, with wiwn» I conversed very

freely. May God reward them, and all the dear people of

the island, for those many and great favours they have

conferred on nie, who am the chief of sinners, and less

than the least of all saints !

Sunday, May 22. Blessed be God ! the little leaven

thrown into three mea.'^ures of mea', begins to ferment
and work almost every day, for the week past. I have

conversed with souls loaded with a sense of their sins, and

as far as I can judge, really pricked to the heart. I

preached only three times, but to almost three times lar-

ger auditories tlian usual. Indeed the fields are while,

ready unto harvest. God has been pleased to bless priviite

visits. Go v/hcrc I willj upon the least notice, houses arc
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crowded, and the poor souls that Follow are soon drenched

in tears. This day I took, as it were, another farewel. As
the ship did not sail, I preached at Somerset in the morn-

inp;, to a lurcje congregation in the fields, and expounded
in the evening to as large a one at Mr. Harvey's house,

round which stood many hundreds of people. But in the

morning and evening how did the poor souls weep ! The
Lord seemed to be with me in a peculiar manner, and

though I was ready to die with heat and straining, yet I

was enabled to speak louder, and with greater power, I

think, than I have b«en before. Gifts and grace, especial-

ly in the evening, were both in exercise. After the ser-

vice, when I lay down on the bed to rest, many came

weeping bitterly around me, and took tlieir last farewel.

Though my body was very weak, yet my soul was full of

comfort. It magnified the Lord, and my spirit rejoiced
in God my Saviour. Abundance of prayers and blessings
were put up for my safe passage to England, and speedy
return to Bermudas again. ISlay they enter into the ears

of the Lord of Sabaoth ! For, God willing, I intend visi-

ting these dear people once more. In the mean whilcj

with all humility and thankfulness of heart, will I here,

Lord, set up my Ebenezer ; for hitherto, surely, thou

hast helped me I I cannot help thinking that I v/as led to

this island by a peculiar providence. ]My dear friend, Mr.
Smith of Charleston, has been especially instrumental

thereto. Thanks be to the Lord for sending me hither.

1 have been received in a manner 1 dared not expect, and
have met with little, very little, opposition indeed. The
inhabitants seem to be plain and open-hearted. They have

also been open-handed ; for they have loaded me with

provisions for my seastore ; and in the several parishes,

by a private voluntary contribution, have raised me up-
wards of a hundred pounds sterling. This will pay a

little of Bethesda's debt, and enable me to make such a

remittance to my dear yoke-fellow, as may keep her from,

being embarrassed, or too much beholden, in my absence.

Blessed be God for bringing me out of my embarrass-
ments by degrees : May the Lord reward all my benefac-

tors a thousand fold ! I hear that what was given was given

exceeding heartily, and people only lamented that they
could do no more."
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Aftcr having transmitted to Georgia what was given to

him for the Orphan-house, and dreading to go buck to

America in that season of heat, for fear of relapsing, and

having pressing calls to England, he took the opportunity
of a brig, and in twenty-eight days arrived at Deal.* Ihc
r*ext evening, July 6, 1748, he reached London, after an
absence of near four years.

*
During this voyage, among other letters, he wrote

the following :—
" June 24, 1748, (on board.) Yesterday I made an end

of revising all my Journals. Alas ! alas ! in how many
things I have judged and acted wrong. I have been too

rash and hasty in giving characters both of places and per-
sons. Iking fond of Scripture-language, I have often

used a style too apostolical, and at the same time I have

been too bitter in my zeal. Wild-fire has been mixed
with it, and I find that I frecjuently wrote and spoi^e in my
own spirit, vrhen I thought I was wiiting and speaking by
the assistance of the spirit of God. I have likewise too

much made inward impressions my rule of acting, and
too soon and too explicitly published what had been better

kept in longer, or told after my death. By these things I

have hurt the blessed cause I would defend, and also stir-

red up needless opposition. This has hum.bled me much,
and made me think of a saying of Mr- Henry's,

'

Joseph
bad more honesty than he had policy, or he never would
have told his dreams.' At the same time, I cannot but

praise God, who filled me v/ith so much of his holy fire^

and carried me, a poor weak youth, through such a tor-

rent both of popularity and contempt, and set so many seals

to m.y unworthy ministrations. I bless him for ripening

my judgment a little more, for giving me to see and con-

fess, and I hope in some degree to correct and amend,
some of my former mistakes."

At this time also he finished his " Abridgment of Mr.
Law's Serious Call ;" which he endeavored to make more
useful, by excluding whatever is not truly evangelical, and

illustrating the subject more fully from the Holy Scrip-
Uitc?.—See his Works, VoU IV.
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CHAP. XIV.

From his Arrival in London^ 1748, to his going to Ireland^y

in the Year 175 1.

ON MR. WHITEFlELD's visitins^ a few of his

friends, i,mmediately after his relurn, he found himself ia

no very agreeable siiuadon. His congregalion at the

Tctbernctcie was sadly scattered. And as to his outward

circumstances, he had sold all his houseliold furniture, to

help to pay the Orphan-house debt, which yet was far from

being cancelled. But under all these discouragements he
was still supported. His congregation was soon re-united,

and received him with the greatest joy. And at this

time a very unexpected thing happened to him, Lady
Huntingdon, before his arrival, had ordered Mr. Howel
Harris to bring him to her house at Chelsea, as soon as he
came ashore. He went, and having preached twice, the

Countess wrote to him that several of the nobility desired

to hear him. In a few days the Earl of Chesterfield and
a whole circle of them attended ; and having heard onccj
desired they might iiear hinj again.

'' I therefore preach-
ed again (says lie) in the evening, and went home, nevep
more surprised at any incident in my life. All behaved

quite weil, and were in some degree affected. The Earl

of Chesteificld than|>:ed me, and said,
*
Sir, 1 will not tell

you what i snail tell others, how I approve of you :' of
words to this purpose. At last Lord Bolingbrok^ came
to hear, sat like an archbishop, and was pleased to say I

had done great justice to the divine attributes in my dis-

course* Soon afterv/itrds her Ladyship removed to town,
where I preached gcneially twice a week to very brilliant

autlitoriuci : Blessed be God, not without eifectual success
on some '*

In September, 1748, he made a third visit to Scotland,
where he met with a iicaity welcome. Great multitudes

* It is &Iso sittd, that David Hume^ Es(j. of Edinburgh,
was a hearer of Mr. VVniicfielu, and was much tak;,a with
his eloquence. Such tesiim nies are set down, not Ibi'

tlieir weight, but tlieir singularity.

.K2
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Hocked to bear him, both at Edinburgh and Glasgow. 5
have reason (says he) to believe some have been awaken-
ed, and many quickened and comforted. My old friends
are more solidly so than ever, and a foundation, I trust,
has been laid for doing much good, if the Lord should call

ir.e thither again. Two Synods,* and one Presbytery,

* He means the Synods of Glasgow and Perth, and the

Presbytery of Edinburgh. What happened in the Synod
of Glasgow, may be seen in a pamphlet, entitled,

" a fair

and impartial Account of the Debate in the Synod of Glas-

gow and Air, 6 October, 1748, against employing Mr.
"VVhiiefield," published at Edinburgh the same year, and

supposed to be v.'ritten by the Rev. Dr. Erskine, who was
then minister at Kirkintillock. The short history of the

matter is this : A motion v/as made, tending to prohibit
or discourage ministers from employing Mr. Whitefield.

The speeches made in support of the motion were upon
the following topics : His being a priest of the Church of

England—That he had not subscribed the FormuL—His

imprudences—Chimerical scheme of the Orphan-house—Vv'ant ot evidence that the money he collects is rightly

applied—Asserting that assurance is essential lo faith-

Encouraging a dependence on impulses and immediate
revelations—Declaring, on slender evidence, some people
converted, and others carnal and unregenerated—Often,

indeed, pretending to repent of his blunders, and retract ;

but as often relapsing into them—And lastly, his being un-

-der a Sentence of suspension by Commissary Garden, from
vi'hich he had appealed to the High Court of Chancery,
and made oath to prosecute that appeal in atwelve-mcwith ;

and yet it was never prosecuted.
On the other hand, the ministers who were against the

motion, spoke in this manner : I blush to think (said one)
that any of our brethren should befriend a proposal so

contrary to that moderation and catholic spirit which now
is, and I hope ever shall he, the glory of our Church, I

am sensible, many things in the Church of England need

reformation ; but I honour her, notwithstanding, as our

sister Church. If Bishop Butler. Bishop Sherlock, or

Bishop Seeker, were in Scotland. I should welcome them
•.to my pulpit. In this I should imitate Mr. Samuel RuUv



WHITEFIELB, 115

ferought me upon the carpet ; but all has worked for

good." While he was in Scotland, he endeavoured to do

all the service he could to the New-Jersey College, and in

conjunction with some ministers who wished well to that

institution, advised the sending over a minister from

America, to make application in person : which was after-

erford, as firm a Presbyterian as any of us, who yet em-

ployed Bishop Usher. Tlicre is no law of Christ, no act

of Assembly, prohibiting me to give my pulpit to an Epis-

copal, Independent, or Anababtist minister, if of sound

principles in the fundamentals of religion, and of a sober

life. Our Church expressly enjoins, Act XII, April, i7 1 1,

that great tenderness is to be used to foregn Protestants.

The requiring strangers to subscribe our Formula, before

they preach with us, would lay as effectual a bar against

enjploying those of Congregational principles, or Presby-
terian Non-subscribersj as those of the Church of Eng-
land."

" As to Mr. Whitefield (said another) there arc few

ministers whose characters have been so well attested, by
the most competent judges, both at home and abroad.

One thing 1 cannot but observe : those who have spoken
most warmly against Mr. Whitefield in this debate, ac-

knowledge they have made little or no inquiry into his

character : whereas those on the other side have made a

careful inquiry ; and that inquiry has turned out emirely
to their satisfaction. With regard to his imprudences,
there is a great difference betwixt blunders owing to a

bad heart, and those that are owing only to a misinformed

judgment ; especially, when the mistakes that occasioned

them have misled several great and i^ood men. Whethei*
Mr. W hitefield's scheme of the Orphan-house be prudent
or not, it is demonstrable it was honestly meant. The
n\agistrates of Savannah published, three years ago, in the

Philadelphia Gazette, an affidavit that ihey had carefully
examined Mr. Whitefield's receipts and disbursements,
and found that what he had collected in behalf of the Or-

phans hud been honestly applied ;
and that, besides, he

had given considerably to them of his own property. As
to his maintaining that assurance is essential to faith, en*-.

cQ.uraging an unwarrantable regard to impressions, and



}\6 THE LIFE OF

wards done in the year 1754, when Mr. Tennent and
Mr. Duvies appUed to the General Assembly, and obtained

an appointment of a general colleccion He also began to

beint^ too hasiy in pionouncint^ men carnal or converted,
his sentiments in these particulars, have been altered for

upwards of two years, And now he scarce preaches a

sermon, without guarding his hearers against relying on

impressions, and telling them that faith, and a persuasion
we are justified, are very different things, and that a holy
life is the tiesl evidence of a gracious state. These re-

tractions are owing to a real change of sentiment. Let-

ters from correspondents in New-England shew, that this

ch mge is at least of two years date, and that ever since it

happened he has preached tind acted with remarkable cau-

tion. Lastly, with respect to the prosecution of his ap-

peal, Mr. v\ hitefield exeited himself to the utmost to get
his appeal heard, but could not prevail on the Lords Com-
missioners so much as once to meet on the affair ; they,
no doubt, thinking of Mr. Garden's arbitraiy proceedings
with the contempt they deserved. But, say some, * Mr.
^Yhi1efield, being under a suspension not yet reversed, is

now no minister.' But for \v^hat was he suspended ?

Why, for no other crime, than omitting to use the form
of prayer prescribed in the communion book, when offici-

ating in a Presbyterian congregation And sh.dl a meet-

ing of Presbyterian ministers pay any regard to a sentence

-which had such a foundation ?

The issue of the debate was, a rejecting of the motion

by a vote, 27 to 13 ; and a resolution which was so ex-

prest as to be a decent burial of it ; laying no new restric-

tion on ministers from inviting strangers, but leaving

things precisely as they were before. And they who
chose to give Mr. VVhitefitld their pulpits never after

met with any molestation. Upon the whole, the attacks

made on Mr. Wliitelicld's character proved the occasion

of informing the Synod of the falsehood (^f many aspersions
thrown out against him, of the great increase of his pru-
tlence and caution, and the remarkable change of his sen-

tin>ents and behaviour, so far as either were offensive.

And tlius what was intended for his reproach turned out
Vo ius honour.
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tliink of making his Orphan-house not only a receptacle
for fatherless children, but also a place of literature and

academical studies. Such a place, he thought was much
wanted in the s<juthern pans of America, and if conducted

in a proper manner would be of great service to the colo-

ny. He therefore, after his return to England, wrote to

llie Trustees, signifying that this was his intention, if they
would be pleased to put the colony upon another footing,

and allow a limited use of negroes, without which, he had

long been of opinion, Georgia never could be a flourishing

province. Meantime, he went on in his usual way, and

with his usual success, at London, Bristol and Gloucester^

during the winter ; and in February, 1749, made an ex-

cursion to Exeter and Plymouth, where he found a strange
alteration in the people since he had been first there, about

five years before ; they nov/ received him with the great-
est joy, and were importunate to hear bim : and many of

them gave proofs of a solid conversion to God.—" Now,

(says he) Plymouth seems to be quite a new place tome.""

As his health was impaired in London, he loved to range

(as he calls it) after precious souls ; though he never

wanted to make a sect, or set himself at the head of a party.
" I have seen enough of popularity, (says he) to be sick

©fit ; and did not the interest of my blessed Master re-

quire my appearing in public, the world should hear but

little of me hence-forward." Yet he could not think of

remitting his diligence in the work of the gospel.
" I

dread the thoughts of flagging in the latter stages of my
road," is an expression that he often uses in writing to

his friends. He was frequently very ill ; but he imagined

preaching and travelling did him service. " Fear not

your weak body (says he, in a letter to Mr. Hervey) we
are immortal till our work is done. Christ's labourers

must live by miracles ;
if not, I must not live at all ; for

God only knows what I daily endure.—My continual vom-

itings almost kill me, and yet the pulpit is my cure, so

that my friends begin to pity me less, and to leave off that

ungrateful caution^
'

Spare thyself.' I speak this to en-

courage you."*

* About this time he wrote " Remarks on a Pamphlet
entitled, The Enthusiasm of Methodists and Papists com-
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In March, 1749, he returned to London from an excur-
sion of about six hundred miles in the west, where he had
the pleasure of seeing that his former visits had been bles-

sed with aliundant success. In May he went to Ports-

mouth, and preached every day, for more than a week, to

very large and attentive auditories. Many were broui^ht
under convictions, prejudices seemed to be universally re-

moved, and people, that a few days before were speakincj
all manner of evil against him, were very desirous of his

longer stay to preach the gospel among them,
June 24, he writes from Bristol—•" Yesterday God

brought me here, after having carried me a circuit of

about eight hundred miles, and enabled me to preach, I

suppose, to upwards of a hundred thousand souls. 1 have
been in eight Welch counties, and 1 think vve have not

had one dry meeting. The work in Wales is much upon
the advance, and likely to increase daity. Had my dear
Mr. Hervey been there, to have seen the simplicity of so

many dear souls, I am persuaded he would have said, Sit

CLJiima mea cum MethodistisJ'*

In the months of July and August he was at London,
Bristol, Plymouth, Biddeford and Exeter. Whetj he re*

tuined to London, he had the pleasure of a visit from two
German ministers who had been labouring among the

Jews, and, it is said, had been made instrumental in con-

verting many of them.
In the month of September he w^ent into Northampton-

shire and Yorkshire ; and preached at Oundie, Abber-

foid, Leeds and Haworth, where good Mr. Grimshaw

(who was so indefatigable in his ende:-ivours to bring souls

lo Chris*) was minister. In his church they had above a

thousand communicants, and in the church yard about six

thousand hearers. At Leeds, the auditory consisted of

above ten thousand, 'i'hither Mr. Whitefield was invited

by one of the Rev. Mr. Wesley's preachers, and by the

societies. And Mr. Charles Wesley, coming there, gave

pared.'* Wherein (svith a candour very uncommon in

controversial wiiiings) he says,
" Several mistakes in

some parts of my past v.'ritings and conduct are acknowl-

edged, and my present sentiments concerning the Method-
ists explained." See his Worlds, Vol. IV,
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notice of him to the people, and also introduced him to the

pulpit in Newcastle, wliere he preached four times, and
twice without doors

It being now Idle in the year, he did not go forward to

Scotland, but returned to London, alter having preached
about thirty limes in Yorkshire, and above ten times in

Cheshire und Lancasnire. He was also at ShefBeld and

Notlinghdm. And ihe congregations were every where

large and serious. Only in one or two places lie had a

little rough treatment ; but this he did not mind, wJiile he
had reason to think many received real benefit. He ar-

rived in London about the middle of November, and con-
tinued there till the beginning of February, employed in

hiri usual manner. Having ofliered lo assist occasionally
at West-street chapel, it was accepted. AccoVdingly he

preached four or five limes th'ere, und administered the
sacrument twice or thrice. Congregations were very
large.

February 6, 1750, he writes from Gloucester—"
Though

I left l.oni on in a veiy weak condition, and liie weather
\va& but bad, I came here on Friday evening, and was

strengthencfcl to preach on Saturday, and likewise on Sun-

day everting, and twice the same day in the country, at

the New -house and at Hampton." And again, from Bris-

tol, lebruary 12—-' Since 1 wrote last, we have been fa-

voured both in Gloucester city, and in the country, with

pleasant and delightful se :sons. I have preached about-

twenty times within these eight or nine days ; and though
frequently exposed to rain and hail, am much better than
^vhen I left London.'* From Bristol he went to Exeter
and to Plymouth, and in his way met with the Rev. Mr.
Pearsall, a dissenting mituster at Faun.on, and Mr. Dar-
racott at VVciiington, both of whom bespeaks of in his

Letters with the highest regard. Ai Plymouth he preach-
ed twelve times in six day's, and the longer he preached,
he had the greater number of hearers. His friends grew
more zealous, and the fury of his enemies began to sub-

side. From therice he travelled near to the Land's End,
preaching in a great many places, such as Tavistock, St.

Ginny's,* Port Isaac, Camelford, St. x\ndrews, Redruth,

* " Four of Mr. Wesley's preachers were present, and
thrcs cV^rgymen, Mr. Bennet, aged fourscore; iNJr.
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Gwinnop, St. Mewens. All this he accomplished before
the 2 1st of M vrch, when we find him again at Exeter.
'' lavitations (says he) are sent to me from several places.
I want more toni^-iies, mo.-e bodies, more souls, for the
Lord Jeuus. Had 1 ten thousand, he should have them
all."

In April he was at Lonclon and Portsmouth ; and in

May went to Ashby, to wait on Lady Huntini^don, vvho

had been ill. In his way thither he had a most comfort-
able interview with the Rev. Dr. Doddridge, Mr. Her-

vey,* ?nd Dr. . But at Ashby, where it mii^ht have
been least expected, there was a riot made befoie Lady
Huntingdon's house, while the gospel M'as preaching :

and in the evening some people, in their return home,
narrowly escaped being murdered. The Justice, bring
informed, sent a message, in order to bring the offender

before him. " So that I hope (says Mr. VVhitefield) it

will be overruled for great good, and that the gospel, for

the future, will have free course."

Thompson, and Mr. Grigg. I found, as I went along, a

most blessed work had been carried on by the instrumen-

tali.y of the Mr. Wesleys and their fellow-labourers."
* Mr. Hervey thus wrote of his interview to a friend :

"I have seen lately 'hat most excellent minister of the

ever-blessed Jesus, Mr. W hitefield. I dined, supped and

fepent the evening with him at Northampton, in company
wilh Dr Doddridge and two pious, ingenious clergymen
t)f the Church of England, both of theiTi known to the

learned world by their valuable writings. And surely I

never spent a more delightful evening, or saw one that

seemed to niake nearer approaches to the felicity of heav-

en. A gentleman of great worth and rank in the town in-

vited us to his house, and gave us an elegant treat j but

how m.ean was his provisions, how coarse his delicaciesi

compared with the fruit of my friend's lips ; they dropped
as the honey-comb, and were a well ot life. Surely people
do not know that amiable and exemplary man, or else, I

cannot but think, instead of depreciating they would ap-

plaud and love him. For my part, I never beheld so ftiir

a copy of our Lord, such a living image of the Saviour,
such exalted delight in God, such enlarged benevolence
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After he left Ashby, he preached at RadclifT Church,

Nottingham and Sutton, with i^reat success.
" At Nottinghani (says he) several came to me, inqui-

ring wh%t they should do to be saved. I preached there

four times. (3ne evening Lord S and several gentlemen,
were present, and behaved with great decency. Many
thousands attended. Yesterday morning 1 breakfasted

with three dissenting ministers, and Mr. P s, who told

me, that lady P desired he would press me to preach
at the church. Yesterday in the afternoon I preached a?

Sutton, and this morning at Mansfield-'* After leaving
that place, he went to Rotherham and Sheffield. He was
at Leeds in the end of May, and observes,

" Methinks, I

am now got into another climate, where there are many
of God's people." From thence he went to Manchester,
Rosindale, and several other parts of Lancashire, Kendal,
Whitehaven, Cockermouth, preaching generally twice a

day, and arrived at Edinburgh July 6
; having preached

near a hundred times since he left London, and,;by a mode-
rate computation, to above a hundred thousand souls. " It

is amazing (he writes) to see how people are prepared, in

places where I never was before. What shall I render

to the Lord ?'*

At Edinburgh and Glasgow, (in which places he spent
the month of July 1750) he was received, as usual, in the

most loving andtendcr manner, preaching generally twice?

a day to great multitudes, whose seriousness, and earnest

desire to hear him, made him exert himself rather beyond
his strength.

"
By preaching always twice, (says he) and

once thrice, and once four times, in a day, I am quite
^veakened ; but I hope to recruit again. I am burning

to man, such a steady faith in the divine promises, ami
such a fervent zeal for the divine glory ; and all this,

v.'ithout the least moroseness of humour, or extravagance
cf behaviour

; sweetened with the most engaging cheer-
fulness of temper, and ret^ulated by ail the sobriety of rea-

son, and wisdom of Scripture ; insomuch that I cannot
forbear applying the wise man's encomium of an illustri-

ous woman to this eminent minister of the everlasting

Gospel :
" Many sons have done virtuously, but thou ex-

cellcst them all."

L
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with a fever, and have a violent cold ; but Christ's pres-
ence makes rae smile at pain, and the fire of his love burns

up all fevers whatsoever." He left Edinburgh, August
4, and soon found himself much better for riding. At
Berwick, one of the ministers sent him an offer of his

pulpit, and he was informed that many more round that

town were willing to do the same. At his return to Lon-
don, he preached several times at West-street Chapel.
He had also the pleasure of Mr. Hervey's company, who,
at his desire, came up to town, .and lodged in his house.
In the months of September and October he made excur-
sions to Portsmouth, Chatham, Gloucester, Birmingham,
Eversham, Wednesbury and Nottingham ; "ranging about

(as he expresses it) to see who would believe the Gospel-
veport ;" and was particularly successful at Chatham and

Canterbury.
He spent the winter in London, in his usual busy and

Jaboriou3 way, and with equal success. He was confined
near a fortnight to his room by a violent fever and inflam-

mation of the lungs; but before the 17th of December,
he was able to preach again. And in the latter end of

January, 1751, he rode post to Ashby, being alarmed with
the accounts of Lady Huntingdon's dangerous illness, and
the afflictions with which it had pleased God to visit her

family. He writes from Ashby, January 29—" Blessed
he God, Lady Huntingdon is somewhat better. Entreat
all our friends to pray for her. Her sister-in-law, Lady
Frances H , lies dead in the house. She was a reti-

red christian, lived silently, and died suddenly without a

groan. May my exit be like hers. Almost all the fami-

ly have been sick in their turns."

Having left London, March 5, he went again into Glou-

cestershire, and to Bristol, and preached at Taunton and

Wellington, in his way to Plymouth. April 1 1, he was at

Exeter, and writes thus to Mr. Hervey :
" Some good, I

trust, is to be done this spring to many souls. This wes-

tern circuit, I believe, has been blessed already. I have

preached about forty times since I left London, and have
been enabled several times to ride forty miles a day. I

find this sensibly refreshes me. I wish you could say so

too. At Plymouth we had sweet seasons ; and on Tues-

day last I met with a young clergyman who vi'as awakened
under my preaching seven years ngo.. He has been at
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Cambsidgc, and was ordained by the Bishop of Exeter,

lie is ibilowed much, and I suppose will soon be re-

proached for his Master's sake, 1 hope you will find

strength to proceed in your book."

From Exeter he set out on a tour through Wales, where

in about three weeks he rode near five hundred miles,

and preached generally twice a day ;
and from hence he

made his visit to Ireland, which had been in his thoughts
^^omc time.

CHAP. XV.

From Ids first vidi to Ireland^ to his opening' i/ic jVc\i> Ta»

bernacle at London, in the Year 1753.

AFTER a passage of five days from Wales, he ai'-

rlved, May 24, 1751, at Dublin, where he was gladly re-

ceived, and Ictlged at the house of Mr. L , and preach-
ed every morning and evening, as usual, in other places :

1** Surely (says he) here are many converted souls, among
whom are two or three students, and several soldiers. At
first the greatness and hurry of the place surprised me ;

but, thanks be to the Lord of the harvest, here, as well as

elsewhere, the fields are white, ready unto harvest. Con-

gregations are large, and hear as for eternity." And
again:

" Athlone, June 10. For this week past I have

been preaching twice almost every day in some country
towns. I find, through the many offences that have lately

been given, matters were brought to a low ebb. But the

cry now is,
" Me hodism is revived again."* At Lime-

. rick he preached seven times to large and affected audito-

:ries, and twice at Cork, (where the Methodists had lately-

been mobbed) to a great body of people, with all quietness.
From thence he went to Bandon and Kinsale^ wliere a

* In the MSS. he says, "I took a journey from near

Haverfordwest to Ireland, where a yet greater work had
been begun, and carried on to a high degree, amidst pro-

digious opposition ; numbers converted, not only from

Popery, but to Jesus Christ, at Athlone, Dublin, Lime*

vick, Corkj and various other places."
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like blessing attended his preaching. At his return to

Cork, the numbers and affections of his hearers increased.
At Belfast also he was detained some days beyond his in-

tention, by the people's importunity, and preached at Lis-

burn, Lurgun, the Maize, and Lambug, towns and places

adjacent. So many attended, and the prospect of doing'^

good was so promising, tliat he was sorry he had not come
lo the north of Ireland sooner. But he hasted to pay an-
other visit to ScotLind, before he embarked for x\mcrica,
which he was intent upon doing before winter.

He therefore came over in the beginning of July, 1751,
from Belfast to Irvine, where, at the desire of the magis-
trates, he preached to a great congregation ; and so pro-
ceeded to Glasgow. From this place he writes, July 12—
" Though I preached near eighty times in Ireland, and
God was pleased to bless his word, yet Scotland seems to

be a new world to me. To see the people bring so many
Bibles, turn to every passage when I am expounding, and.

hanging, as it were, upon me to hear every word, is very

encouraging. I feel an uncommon freedom here ; and

talking with the winter as well as with the summer saints,

feeds and delights my heart."* At this time he was glad

* Here it may be proper, once for all, to take notice of

some particulars relating to Mr. Wliitefield's visits to

Scotland, which he continued till within a few years of his

death.

Though after the years 1741 and 1742 there was no
ftuch extensive new awakenings, Mr. Whitefield's coming
^yas always refreshing to serious persons, and seemed to

put new life into them, and also to be the meansof increa-

fiing their number. Plis preaching was still eminently
useful in various respects. In the first place, it had an ex*

cellent tendency to destroy the hurtful spirit of bigotry,
and excessive zeal for smaller matters, and to turn men's
attention to the great and substantial things of religion.-—
Another effect was, that it drew several persons to hear

ihe gospel, who seldom went to hear it from other minis-

ters. Again, young people in general, were much bene-

fited by his ministry, and particularly young students, who
became afterwards serious evangelical preachers. Lastly,

his morning discourses, which were mostly intended fop
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to understand that Mr. Dinwiddle, brother-in-law to the

Rev Mr. MacCulIoch, of Cambuslang, was made Govern-
or of Virginia. In that province there had been a con*

sincere but disconsolate soiils, were peculiarly fitted to di-

rect and encourage all such in the Christian life. And
his addresses in the eveniniij to the promiscuous multi-

tudes who then attended him, were of a vfery alarming
kind. There was something exceedhigly striking in the

solemnity of his evening congregations in the Orphan-
house park, at Edinburgh, and High-church yard of Glas-

gow, especially towards the conclusion of his sermons

(which were commonly very long, though they seemed
short to the hearers) when the whole multitude stood fix-

ed, and, like one man, hung upon his lips with silent at-

tention, and many under deep impressions of the great

objects of religion, and the concerns of eternity. These

things will not soon be forgotten ; and it is hoped the mu-

ny good effects which by the divine blessing attended

them, never will.

His conversation was no less reviving than his sermons.

Many in Edinburgh and Glasgow are witnesses of this,

especially at Glasgow, when in company with his good
friends, Mr. MacLaurin, Mr. Robert Scott, Sec. One
might challenge the sons of pleasure, with all their \vi>

good humor and gaiety, to furnish entertainment so agree-
able. At the same time, no part of it was more agree-
able than it was useful and edifying.

His friends in Scotland, among whom v/ere many of all

ranks, from the highest to the lowest, were very con star- 1

and steady in their great regard for him. And his oppo-
s€rs grew more and more mild. Some anonymous pam-
phlets were written against him at his first coming, biit

these soon died and were forgotten. Afterwards a num-
ber of stories were handed about to his disadvantage ; bur,

upon inquiry, it was found either that matters were mis-

represented or exaggerated, or that there was no founda-
tion for such reports at aii : in short, when they were tra-

ced to their origin, they rather turned out to his honor.— 

He used to smile at good Mr. MacLaurin's honest zeal,
who on such occasions spared no pains to come at the

truth; and, when he had discovered it, was no icss^ eager
JLj. -v
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sklerable awakening for some years past, especially in

Hanover county and the places adjacent. As the minis-
ters of the establishment did not favor the work, and the
^ - I .  »i— I — » -.I.. .1. ,— *

to communicate the discovery to others, for the vindication

of Mr. Whitefield's character, in which he thought the

credit of religion was concerned. The following instance

is well remembered:—One Lieutenant Wrij»ht alleged,
that Mr. Whitefield had kept back money sent by a gen-
tlewoman to her son in America. This coming to Mr.
MacLaurin*s ears, he was restless till he procured a meet-

'

ing betwixt Mr. Whileiield and his accuser. They met ;

Mr. Wright did not retract what he had said. Upon
>vhich a letter was instantly written to the motlier at Lon-

don ; and her answer being received, a confutation of the

calumny was published in the Glasgow Courant, in the

following terms : "October 31, 1748. A story having
been spread in this town of Mr. Whitefield's having re-

ceived twenty pounds sterling from a gentlewoman in

London, to give to her son in Georgia, (whereas he had

received only three guineas, which he had returned to the

eentlewoman when he came back from Georgia, her son

having been gone from thence before his arrival) a letter

was written to London to clear up this affair, to which the

gentlewoman has sent this answer :
'

Sir, this is to assure

you that I received of Mr John Stevens the three guineas,
which was the full sum that I gave you for my son. I

hope it is only a false aspersion on him ; for I never heard

that he should say any such thing, being three months in

England. I am. Sec. September 13, 1748.' There is

likewise a receipt come down, dated September 3, to Mr.

Stevens. Both the letter and the receipt are to be seen in

the hands of the publisher."

But, indeed, Mr. Whitefield's whole behavior was so

open to the eyes of the Avorld, and his character, after it

had stood many attacks from all quarters, came at last to

be so thoroughly established, that several of his opposers
in Scotland seemed rather to acquire a certain degree of

esteem for him ; at least, they all thought proper to give
over speaking against him.

Wiicn he Wwisat Glasgow, he always lodged with Mr.

James Niyen; merchant, above the Cross j till, towar^ls
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people had put themselves under the care of the New-
York Synod, they met with discouragements from those

in power. However, Mr. Samuel Davies (afterwards

president of the college of Ncw-Jersey) being licenced,

was settled over a congregation ; and the religious con-

cern so increased, that one congregation was multiplied
to seven. There was now an agreeable prospect that these

good people would have the same privileges secured to

them which dissenting Protestants enjoy at home.

August 6—he set out from Edinburgh for London* in

order to embark a fourth time for America. He had

thrown up much blood in Edinburgh ; but the journey ho

was now upon had a good effect in recovering him from

that illness ; and as he went along, he was much refresh-

ed with the accounts he received of the happy fruits of

his ministry at Kendal the year before. After a sorrowful

parting with his friends in England, which grew still more

the end of his life, his asthmatic disorder made the town-
air disagree with him. And then he went out in the eve-

nings, and stayed with his good friend INIr. MacCulloch,
.at Cambuslang.
A person of eminence, whom a sincere esteem of Mr.

Whitcfield made attentive to lus reception and ministra-

tions in Scotland, from first to last, writes thus to the com-

piler :

"
Edinburgh, January, 1772. I think more might be

said, with great justice, concerning the effects of his min-

istry in Scotland, after the first two years ; as there was

nlways a remarkable revival followed each of bis visits ;

which many of the ministers testified from their particu-
lar knowledge, especially by the number of new commu-
nicants. Mention might be made of the great number of

ministers in Scotland that employed him, and of the many
affectionate letters he received from them, of which there
were a good many printed, both in the London and Glas-

gow Weekly Histories, from some of the most eminent
men in the Church, who had employed him to preach in

their pulpits, and continued so to do, when opportunity of-

fered ; except in the Presbytery of Edinburgh ;
and even

there the magistrates always allowed- iiim a church to

preuQh in; eyery time l^e came."
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distressing to him he went on board the Antelope, Capt.
MacLellan, bound for Georgia, v/ith Germans j and took

along with him several children.

He arrived at Savannah, October 27, and found the Or-

phan house in a flourishing condition. " Thanks be to

God, (says he) all is well at Bethesda. A most excellent
tract of land is granted to me very near the house, which
in a few years, I hope, will make a sufficient provision for

it." From November, 175 1, to the beginning of April,
1752, he was partly at Bethesda, and partly in South Car-

olina, still upon the stretch in his Master's work. " I in-

tend (says he) by his assistance, now to begin ; for as yet,
alas ! I have done nothing." And again,

" O that I may
begin to be in earnest ! It is a new year ; God quicken

my tardy pace, and help me to do much work in a little

time ! this is my high ambition."

Being warned by what had happened to him formerly,
he did not venture to stay the summer season in America,
but took his passage, in the end of April, for London. At
his arrival, he perceived he had returned in a very good
lime ; for Georgia was soon to be taken into the hands cf

Government, and put on the same footing with other colo'

nies, which gave ground to hope that it would soon be-

come a flourishing province. This was joyful news. He
now thought Providence was appearing for Georgia and
Bethesda. He determined therefore to sell his plantation,
:md to carry all his strength to the Orphan-house.
About the middle of June he planned a new route.

^' Next week (says he) God willing, I shall go to Ports-

mouth, from thence to Bath, then to the west, then to

Wales, and from thence, may be, to Scotland and Ireland."

Accordingly we find his letters of this period dated at

Portsmouth, Bristol, Cardiff, Haverford-west. In return-

ing to Bristol, he attended an association, where were

present about nine clergy, and near forty other labourers,

of whom he writes—" I trust all are born of God, and de-

sirous to promote his glory and his people's good. All

was harmony and love."

August 17, he was in London. His letter of this date

to his acquaintance Dr. F
, the celebrated electrical

philosopher, deserves partic\ilar notice. " I find you grow
YnoYQ and more famous in the learned world. As. yon..
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have mude a prettyconsiderable progress in the myslerics
of electricity, I would now humbly recommend to your

diligent, unprejudiced pursuit and study, the mystery of*

the new birth. It is a most important, interesting study,

and, when mastered, will richly answer and repay you for

all your pains. One, at whose bar we are shortly to ap-

pear, hath solemnly declared, that without it we cannot

enter the kingdom of heaven. You will excuse this free-

dom. I must have aliquid Chrinti in all my letters."

From London he took another tour to Edinburgh, wliere

he arrived in the beginning of September 1752, In his

way he preached twice at l^utterworth (the famous John
Wickliff's parish) and at Leicester ;

and in both places
was informed afterwards that good was done. At New-
castle, he was, as it were, arrested to stay, and preach four

times to great congregations.^ At Edinburgh and Glasgow (in which places he contin-

ued till the 10th of October) he was employed as usual.

He writes from Glasgow, September 29—'^ At Edinburgh
great multitudes, among whom were . abundance of the

better sort, attended twice every day. Many young min-

isters and students have given close attendance, and I hear

of several persons that have been brought under deep
convictiorui. I intend to send you copies of two letters

from a Highland schoolmaster who is honoured of God to

do much good among the poor Highland children." " I

have brave news sent me from Leicester and Newcastle,
and have strong invitations to Yorkshire and Lancashire.

What a pity it is that the year goes round so soon 1"*

* In 1752, the General Assembly of the Church of

Scotland, upon a division of the house, by a few votes, de-

posed Mr. Gillespie ; which afterwards gave occasion to

the society called the Presbytery of Relief. Mr. White-
field, being informed of the circumstances of that affair,

writes thus—" I wish Mr. Gillespie joy. The Pope, I

lind, has turned Presbyterian.—1 he Lord reigns, that is

enough for us." And again—'^ Now will Mr. Gillespie
do more good in a week, than before in a year. How
blind is Satan 1 what does he get by casting out Christ's

servants ? I expect that some great good will coine out

*)f these confusions."
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In his way back to London, he preached at Berwick »

Alnwick, Morpeth and Newcastle. From Sheffield he
writes, November 1—" Since I left Newcastle, I have
scarce known, sometimes, whether I have been in heaven
or on earth. At l^eeds, Burstall, Howarth, Halifax, Sec.

thousands and thousands have flocked twice or thrice a

day to hear the word of iife. I am now come from Bol-

ton, Manchester, Stockport and Chinly. Yesterday I

preached in a Church. Four ordained ministers, friend^,
lo the work of God, have been with me. The word hath
run so swiftly at Leeds, that friends are come to fetch rnc

back, and I am now going to Rotherham, Wakenekl,
Leeds, York and Epworth. God favours us ^.rith weather,
and I would fain make hay whilst the sun shines.—O that

I iiad as many tongues, as there are hairs upon my head I

the ever-loving, ever-lovely Jesus should have them all.

Fain would I die preaching."
November 10, he arrived at London, and proceeded iii

his usual way at the Tabernacle. December 15, he says,
" My hands are full of work ; and I trust I can say, the

Lord causes his work to prosper in my unworthy hands.

More blessed seasons we never enjoyed. Our sacra-

mental occasions have been exceedingly awful and re*

freshing."
He now began to think of erecting a new Tabernacle,

a large building eighty feet square ; which he accomplish-
ed in the spring and summer following.

About this time, also, we find Mr. Hervey and him em-
ployed in revising each others manuscripts. Of Mr.

Hervey's he says,
" For me to play the critic on them,

would be like holding up a candle to the sun. However,
I v/ill just mark a few places, as you desire. I foretel

their fate ; nothing but your scenery can screen you.
Self will never bear to die, though slain in so genteel a

manner, without shewing some resentment against its art-

ful murderer." Again,
' I thank you a thousand times

xbr the trouble you have been at in revising my poor com-

positions, which I am afraid you have not treated with a

becoming severity. How many pardons shall I ask for

mangling, and I fear murdering, your Theron and Asjiasio I

If you think my two sermons will do for the public, pray
Tctmn them immediately. I have nothing to comfort m^
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but tills, that the Lord chooses the weak things of this

world to confound the stroni^, and things that are not, to

bring to nought the things that are. I write for the poor,

you for the polite and noble :—God will assuredly own
and bless what you write/'

He was rouch aifected about this time with the death

of one Mr. Steward, a minister that began to be popular
in the church, but soon entered into his rest. ** When I

met the workmen to contract about the building, I could

scarce bear to think of building Tabernacles. Strange I

that so many should be so soon discouraged, and we con-

tinued. Mr. Steward spoke for his Lord, as long as he

could speak at all. He had no clouds nor darkness. I

was with him till a few minutes before he slept in Jesus.*'

March 1, 1763, he laid the foundation of fae new Tab-

ernacle, and preached^ from Exod. xx 24. During the

building thereof, he preached in Moorfields, Spittuliields,

and other places in London, and made excursions to Chat-

ham, Sheerness, and Braintree.

In the month of April, he went to Norwich for a few

days, preaching twice a day to thousands, who attended

with the greatest eosg -mess. At his evening sermons,
some rude people made opposition, but without effect.

At this time also he published his Expostulatory Letter

to Count ZinzendofT, which is in the 4th vol. of his works.

In May he made another excursion to Narboth, Pem-

broke, Haverford-west^ Sec. where congregations were

large, and a gracious melting seemed to be among the

people. Within little more than a fortnight he rode

three hundred and fifty miles, and preached above twenty
times.

Sunday, June 10, 1753, he opened his new Tabernacle,

preaching in the morning from 1 Kings, viii. llj and in

the evening from 1 Cbrcn. xxix, 9.
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CHAP. XVI.

Froin his ofiening the Metv Tabernacle in Moorfieldsy to hi^

preaching at the Chafielin Tottenham- Court Roadj 1756.-

MR. WHITEFIELD having- preaclied in Loudon
at his Tabernacle for a few days \7ith his usual fervour

and success, and to large congrejL^^tions, in ihe end of the

month of June set out towards Scotland. In his way he
had desirable meetings at Oulney and Northampton. He
preached also at Liecester and Nottingham, where a great
multitude came lo hear, and at Sheffield. In his way to

I^eeds, next morning, he^ preached at Rotherham and

Wakefield. At the former place he had been disturbed

twice or thrice, and was almost determined to preach there

no more. But he found this would have been a rash de-

termination ; for some, who Jiad been bitter persecutors,
now received him gladly into their houses, and owned that

God had made him instrun:ental in their conversion. At
I^eeds he had great success. At York, also he preached
four times. Twice they were disturbed, and twice he had

very agreeable seasons. At Newcastle he preached seven

limes, and once ai Sunderland to great multitudes, who
were deeply impressed. At five in the morning the great
room was filled, and on the Lord's day the congregation
without was exceeding large. In short, the prospect all

around was so promising, that he almost repented of his

engagement to go to Scotland, and resolved to come back

as soon as possible.
He proceeded, however, according to his promise, and

having spent some days at Edinburgh and Glasgow in his

usual laborious and earnest manner, and with usual accept-

ance, he returned to England, August 7.*

* After he had been in Glasgow, the following para-

graph appeared in the Newcastle Journal, August 11,

1753 :—*' By a Letter from Edinburgh we are informed,
that on the second instant Mr. VVhitefield, the Itinerant,

being at Glasgow, and preaching to a numerous audience

near the Play •house lately built, he inflamed the mob so

much ag;tip.st it, that they ran directly frona before him,
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All this time he preached twice or thrice a clay, cmd

once five times. This he found rather too much for his

strength. But he still went on, often expressing his de«

sires and hopes soon to see his Divine Master in glory.

On his return to England, he went from Newcastle to

Stockton, Osmotherly, York and Leeds. He assisted a:

the sacrament at Howarth, where they had a very extra-

ordinary season, and a vast number of communicants?

He went as far as Bolton, Manchester and Stockport.
The more he preached, the more eager the people seem-

ed to be. The last part of liis circuit was to Lincolnshire,

Rotherham, Sheffield, Nottingham and Northampton. He
returned to London in the latter end of September, hav-

ing travelled about twelve hundred miles, and preached a

hundred and eighty times, to many thousands.

His stay in London was but short, for in the month of

October he took another tour to Staffordshire. A new
scene of usefulness seemed to open to him, while he

preached at Oulney, at Oxen, near Harborough, Bos-

worth, Kettering and Bedford ; at all which places he

preached in one week. At Birmingham also, and seve-

ral adjacent places, the people flocked to liear the gospel.
At a place near Dudley, called Guarijall, he was informed
of a whole company that were awakened by reading his

sermons. He met with others awakened years ago, and
heard of a notorious persecutor and drunkard who hr.d

and pulled it down to the ground. Several of ths rioters

are since taken up, and committed to goal,"
It would not have been worth while to transcribe this,

were it not another specimen of the unaccountable liber-

ties taken by some of the opposers of Mr. Whitefield in

telling their stories concerning him. The fact was this :

Mr. Whitefield, being iniformed that the Players had lately

come to Glasgow, and had met with some encouragementj
took occasion in his sermons to preach against Play-hous-
es, and to represent their pernicious influence on religion
and morality, especially in a po})ulous, commercial city,

and the fear of a University. But there was no riot. It

was the proprietor of the Play-house (at that time a slight

temporary booth, supported by the old walls of the Bishop's

castle) who ordered his workmen to take it down.
M
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b^en powerfully struck. He loved to break up new
i^round, as he expresses it

;
and had the pleasure to find

ironictlmes that his way was prepared by the blessing
which God luid given to his wriiiny^s, particularly at Al-

peram in Cheshire, and at Liverpool, where a person that

had received benefit by reading his sermons met him at

landing, and took him to his house. Ail w^as quiet here,
find at Chester, where he preached four times, and had
j;everal of the clergy in his congregations. But at Wrex-
ham and Nantwich (where a Methodist meeting-house
bad lately been pulled down) he was disturbed by the

rnob, and forced to remove his congregation to a place a

little out of town.

Thus he went on, returning at times, for a few days, to

TiOndon ; and, November 16, wnites from Gloucestei^—
*' After Eord's-diiy, I am bound for Bristol and Plymouth,
?.nd hope to get into my winter-quarters for some time be-

fore Christmas. Glad should I be to travel for Jesus all

the year round. 1 1 is more to me than my necessary food."

On Sunday, November 25, he opened the new "i'aber-

nacle at Bristol, which he observes '' was large, but not

half large enough ; for, if the place could contain them,
near as many would attend as in London." Jle also

preached twice, in his brother*^ great house, to the quality.

'I'hough it was so late in the year, he set cut for Somer-

setshire, and ])reached several times in the open air, at

seven o*clock at night.
" My hands and body (says he)

^vere pierced with cold
;
but what are outward things,

vrlien the soul within is warmed with the love of God?
The stars shone exceeding bright : by an eye of faith I

saw Him who called them all by their namr s. My soul

was filled with a holy ambition, and I longed to be one of

those who shall shine as the stars forever and ever." At
this time his friend and felloW'Jabourer, the Rcv> Mr.
John Wesley, had by his extraordinary labours brought
bis life into great danger, of which Mr. Whitefield thus

Vv'iites :—'•
Bristol, Deccnjber 3, 1755. I ara hastening

to London, to pay my last respecta to my dying friend.

The physicians think his disease is a galloping: consump-
tion, I pity the church, I j-ity n^yself, but not him. Poor

Mr. Charles will now have double work. But we can do

^H th'ings through Chml strergthcning its 1" His letters
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to both the brothers on this occasion are very affectionate

and sympathizing. And he soon had the pleasure of see-

ing Mr. Wesley .recover. December 26, he had a visit

from .Messieurs Tennent and Davies, from America, v/ho

came over to procure contributions for the College of

Neu-Jersey. As they were commissioned to apply for a

geneTal collection in Scotland, he ^ave them recommen-

datory letters, and heartily endeavoured to promote their

design. He stayed in London all the winter of 175 3,*

longin?^ for a spring campaii^n, (as he expresses it) that he

might isegin to do something for his Divine Master.

r^Iarch 7, 1754, having got twenty-two potjr destitute

children under his care, he embarked with them for

America, by way of Lisbon, where he stayed from the

20th of March to the 1 3th of April.
From Lisbon he writes,

" The air agrees with iT\y poor
constitution extremely, and, through divine assistance, I

hope what I see will also much improve my better ptnl-,

and help to qualify me better for preaching the everlasiincc

gospel : again a gentleman hath most gladly received me
into his house, and behaves like a friend indeed. Today
I dine with the Consul. Every day I have seen or hearJ

something that hath a native tendency to make me thank-

ful for the glorious reformation." After siglit of some

popish processions, which v/ere new and very striking to

him, h.e says,
'* I returned to my lodgings, not a little af-

fected to see so many thousands led away from the simpli-

city of the gospel by such a mixture of human artifice and
blind superstition, of which, indeed, I could have formed
no idea, had I not foeen an eye witness." He was stili

more shocked at the procession of St. Francis ; and rnos^

of all at the sight of near two hundred penitents passini^

along the streets in a moon-shine night, dragging along-

* His letters, written about the beginning of the nev/

ye?r, shew the habitual frame of his mind. " Near forty

years old, and such a dwarf! The winter come already,
and so little done in the summer." Again—" I heartily
wish your Lordship, not the compliments, but the bles-

sings of the season
; even all those blessings that have been

purchased for a lost world by the death and sufferings oi?

an incarnate Gcd."
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heavy chains fastened to their ancles, which made a dis-

mal rattling, most of whom whipped and lashed them-
selves with cords and with- flat bits of iron ; and some of

them struck so hard, that their backs were quite red, and

very much swelled. He wrote a description of this to his

friend, with expressions of praise and gratitude to Provi-

dence for the great wonder of the Reformation, and for de-

livering Britain from the return of such spiritual slavery,

by defeating the imnatural rebellion. '' Blessed be God,
(says lie) the snare is broken and we are delivered. O for

Protestant practices to be added to Protestant principles I"

He further observes,
*' The preachers here have also

taught me something ; their action is graceful, Vividi

osiili, vividx manus^ cni7iia -vividce. Surely our English
preachers would do well to be a little more fervent in

?heir address. They have truth on their side ; why should

superstition and falsehood run away with all that is pa-
thetic and affecting ?" His two last letters from Lisbon

contain a long and lively description of the superstitious
farces which he saw acted on Holy Thursday, as they
call it, and Good Friday ; which he concludes with very
serious reflections, and expressions of pity towards the

poor deluded people who are not ailov/cd to examine mat-
ters by the word of God.

After a passage of six weeks from Lisbon, he arrived at

Beaufort, in South Carolina, May 27, with his Orphan
charge, all quite well. Having settled them in his family
in Georgia, which now consisted of above a hundred, and

spent some time in Carolina, he took a journey to the

northward. " At Charleston, (says he) and other parts of

Carolina, my poor labours have met with the usual accept-

ance, and I have reason to hope a Clergyman hath been

brought under very serious impressions. My health is

wonderfully preserved. My wonted vomitings have left

p.ie, and though I ride whole nights, and have been fre-

quently exposed to great thunders, violent lightnings, r.nd

.heavy rains, yet I am rather better than usual, and, as far

as I cau judge, am not yet to die. O that I may at length
learn to begin to live ! I am ashamed of my sloth and

Uikewarmness, and long to be on the stretch for God."

Ue arrived at New-York by water, July 27, and preached
back'.vards and fQrvvp,rds frym New-Yerk to Philadelphxaii
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\md Whitely Creek, till the middle of September.
" Evc^

ry where," he observes,
" a divine pov/er accompanied

the word ; prejudices were removed, and a more eifectual

door opened than ever for preaching the gospel." The
latter end of September he had once more the pleasure of

seeing his good old friend Governor Belcher at Elizabeth-

Town (New-Jersey.) And it being the New-Jersey com-

mencement, the President and the Trustees presented
Mr. Whiiefield with the degree of A. M. The meeting
of the synod succeeded, before whom he preached several

times, and had much satisfaction in their company.
"

'i o-

morrow, (says he) October 1, God willing, I shall set out

with the worthy President (Mr. Burr) for New-England,
and expect to return back to the Orphan house, through
Virginia. This will be about a two thousand miles cir-

cuit ; but the Redeemer's strength will be more than suf-

ficient." He had also some thoughts of going to the

Wesi-Indies, had it been practicable, before his return to

England.
He arrived with President Burr at Boston, October 9,

and preached there a week \\ith gieat acceptance.
'' At

Rhode-Island and Boston (says he) souls fly to the gospel
like doves to the windows. Opposition seems to fall

daily." When he was at Boston, he heard, to his great

joy, that a Governor was at length nominated for Georgia,
and that his friend Mr. Habersham was made secretary ;

to whoni he writes,
'* M^y the King of kings enable you

to discharge your trust as becomes a good patriot, subject
and christian !" At this time, he went as far north as

Portsmouth (New- Hampshire) preaching always twice and
sometimes thrice a day : his recepxion at Boston was,

more favourable than that fourteen years before ; and in

general his labours seemed to be attended with as great a

blessing as ever. He took leave of the Boston people at

four in the morning, November 7, and went to Rhode-
Island ; fioni tnence through Maryland* and Viri^inia,
where the prospect of doing good was so promising, that

be was sorry he had not come sooner. Many came forty
£)r fifty miles to hear him

; and a spirit of conviction and

* " At length I have got into Maryland, and into a fans^

Ilv out of which, I trust, five have betn born of GodJ*
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consolation seemed to run through all the assemblies.

Three churches were opened to him. Prejudices subsi-

ded ; some of the rich and great began to think favoura-

bly of his ministrations ; and several of the lower class

tsame to him, and acknowledged w;hat Gfed had done for

them, by his preaching, when there before.

In the month of February, 1755, he got back to Charles^

fon, and from thence v/ent to Savannah ; continued in

these places till the latter end of jNIarch, when he embark-
ed for England, and on the 8th of May arrived at New-
Mavcn, in Sussex.

The first thing he took notice of was, the success of the

gospel in his native country :
"
Glory be to the Great

Head of the Church 1 the word hath still free course.

The poor despised Methodists are as lively as ever ; and
in several churches the gospel is now preached with pow-
er. "^Aur.y in Oxford are awakened to the knowledge of

the truth, and I have heard almost every week of some
fresh minister or another that seems determined to know
nothing but Jesus Christ and him crucified.* This con-

sideration seems to have re-animated him. He went on,

preaching earnestly at London, Bristol, Bath, and in

GicTdcestershire, till the month of August. Then he went
to Norwich, and opened the Tabernacle there. " At this

place, (says he) notwithstanding offences have come, there

has been a glorious work begun, and is now carrying on,

(August 30, 1755.) The polito and great seem to hear

with much attention, and 1 scarce ever preaclied a wee^
tj>gethcr with greater freedom."

After this he went his northern circuit, and found rea-

son to bless God for giving countenance to his labors all

the way, particularly at Northampton, Liverpool, Bolton,

Manchester, Leeds, Bradford and York. But, when he
had been some days at Newcastle, he found it too late to

jro to Ireland, (as he once proposed) or even to Scotland ;

he returned therefore to London, October 30, preaching
twice and thrice a day, for two months, to many thousands,

4.t this time, he says,
" Next to Jesus, my king and eoun-

* In the M. S. he puts down the names of Jones, Ro-

TTiainc, Madan : of whom it appears he inteuded to hay^
^written more particularly.
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try were upon my heart. I hope I shall always think ic

my boundcn duty, next to inviting sinners to the blessed

Jesus, to exhort my hearers to exert themselves against

the first approaches of Popish tyranny and arbitrary pow-
er.* O that we may be enabled to watch and pray against

all the opposition of Antichrist in our hearts ; for, after

all, there lies the most dangerous man of sin. About the

end of November he preached in pain, occasioned by a

sore throat, which was like to have terminated in an in-

flammatory quinsy. This obliged him, much a^gainst his

will, to be silent a few days. As soon as the danger seem-

ed to be over, he fell to work again.f He was now ap-

plied to by many serious persons, to preach twice a week
at Long-Acre Chapel, near the play-houses. Being in-

formed that the place was licenced, he complied, and

preached there for the first time December 23, 1755;
but met with great difficulties. The Bishop of B
sent him a prohibition. There was also a number of sol-

diers, drummers,, and many of the lower sort of people^
tired to disturb him, by making a noise in the neighbor-.

in^ house, or yard, of one Mr. C ; and this not once

or twice, but every lime he preached at that Chapel ;

being hired by subscription, and provided with a copper
furnace, bells, drums, clappers, Sec. they made it their bu-

siness to raise the loudest din they possibly could, frona

;he mom'.nt he began preaching, to the end of his sermon.

By which, also, mobbers were encouraged to come and
liot at the Chapel door during the time of divine service,
and then insult and abuse him, and the congregation, aftep.

it was over. The Chapel windows, while he was preach-

tng> were repeatedly broken by large stones, which sadly
wounded some of the hearers. Upon this occasion, Mr.
Whitefield wrote several spirited letters to the Bishop of
B —, acknowledging, indeed, his Lordship's candor,

- — -

* This refers to the encroachments made by the French
upon the British Colonies in America, and their threaten-^

ing Great Britain with an invasion ; which occasioned s
Declaration of War against Fi-ance next year.

t "One Physician prescribed a ficrjictual blister ; but
I have found fievfietual fireachlng to be a better remedy.
^Yhen this grand catholieon fails, it is over with mcT-"
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and thanking him for his ilivorable opinion and good wish-
es ; (for the Bishop had wrote an answer to his first let-

ter) but, at the same time, with great strength of reason,,
and a becoming sense of British liberty, defendint^ his

own conduct, and remonstrating against the riotous prq-^-

ceedings of his adversaries :
" Last Tuesday night (jays

he) all was hushed. And, in order to throw off the popu-.
lar odium, I give it as my opinion, that it was owing to

your Lordship's kind interposition. One Mr. C. and one
Mr. M. I am informed, are greatly concerned. I know
them not ; and I pray the Lord of all lords never to lay
this ill and urimerited treatment to their charge. If no
more noise is made on their part, I assure your Lordship
no further resentment shall be made on mine. But, if

they persist, 1 have the authority of the Apostle on a like

occasion, to appeal unto C^sar. And, thanks be to God,
we have a Caesar to appeal to, whose laws will not suffer

«ny of his loyal subjects to be used in such an inhuman
manner. 1 have only one favor to beg of your Lordsliip,
that you would send (as they are your Lordship's parish-

ioners) to the above gentlemen, and desire them hence-
forward to desist from such unchristian, and (especially at

this critical juncture) sucli,riotous and dangerous proceed-

ings. Whether, as a Chaplain to a most worthy Peeress,
and a Presbyter of the Church of England, and a steady,
disinterested friend to our present happy constitution, I

have not a right to ask such a favour, 1 leave to your
Lordship*s mature deliberation."

In the mean time his preaching was owned by God ;

particularly as to one who liad been a subscriber to hire

men to make the noise.

In the beginning of February, 1756, he sent eighty

pound of the collection which he had made at the Taber-

nacle, on the day of the public fast, to the society for re-

lieving the poor persecuted French Protestants.*

As the uproar was still continued at Long-acre Chapel,
and the facts were so flagrant, he was advised to prosecute
the offenders by law. This being understood, his life

* This year, 1756, he published
'* A short Address to

Persons of all Denominations, occasioned by the alarm of

iui intended InYttsioii,'* Inserted in Vol. IV. of
jiis Work^
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was threatened. A man came up to him, m the pulpit a't

the Tabernacle, and three anonymous letters were sent

him, denouncing a certain, sudden and unavoidable stroke,

unless he desisted from preaching, and pursuing the of-

fenders. Judging that others were concerned as well as

himself, and that it was an affair that had reference to the

welfare of civil government, he sent a copy of one of the

letters to the Honourable Hume C '11, begging the fa-

vour of his advice ; and was advised by all means to put
all concerned into the Court of King's Bench. The Earl

of Holderness, (one of the secretaries of state) to whom
he was introduced on this occasion, received him \ery

courteously, and seemed to have no objection ftgainst issu-

ing a reward for the discovery of the letter-writer. " I

find," says Mr. Whitelield, in his letter to Lady H -n,

May 2, 1756,
" that all things happen for the furtherance

of the Gospel. I suppose your Ladyship has seen his

Majesty's promise of a pardon to any that will discover the

letter-writer ; and this brings the further news of my
having taken a piece of ground, very commodious to build

on, not fnr from the Foundling Hospital. I have opened
the subscription, and through God's blessing it hath al-

ready amounted to near six hundred pounds. I hope, in

a few months, to have what hath been long wanted, a

place for the Gocpel, at the other end of the town. This

evening, God willing, I venture once more to preach a*

Long-acre." The place he here speaks of is the chapel
in Tottenham-Court-Road, which he began to build May
iO, 1756.

After this he set out on one of his wonted tours, and

having spent three weeks in preaching, with usual suc-

cess, at Bristol, and in Gloucestershire, at Bradford,

Frome, Warminster, and at Portsmouth, he returned to

London in the beginning of June.

July 27, he writes,
'* The gospel flourishes in London.

I am just returned from preaching it at Sheerness, Chat-

ham, and in the camp." Next day he set off for Scotland.

How he employed his time in his way thither, appears
from the following letter: " Sunderland, August 14,

1756. How swiftly doth my precious time fly away ! It

is now a fortnight since I came to Leeds, in and about

which I preached eight days, thrice almost every day, to
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thronged and affected auditories. On Saturday last at

Bradford, in the mornins^, the auditory consisted of about

ten thousand ; at noon, and in the evening at Burstall, to

near double the number. Though hoarse, I was helped
to speak so that all heard. Next morning 1 took a sor-

rowful leave of Leeds, preached at Doncaster at noon, and
at York the same night ;

on Wednesday at VVawstall,
about fifty miles off; on Thursday, twice at Yarm, and

last night and tliis morning here." All the way he heard

of a great concern since he was in these parts last year.

Upon pressing* invitations from friends in the North, he

proceeded to Edinburgh, where he arrived Aug\ist 20,

and preached there* and at Glasgow, as usual, till Septem-
ber 22

; about which time he received a message from

the new Governor of Georgia in Londpn, desiring to see

and converse with him befoie he embarkad.
In his way to London he again visited Leeds, and went

some days into good Mr. G 's and Mr J 's round,

preaching upon the mountains to many thousands. But,

finding his last year's disorder was like to return, he was

obliged to leave off, and came to London in the end of Oc-
tober ; and, November the 7th, opened his new Chapel in

Tottenham-Court-Road, preaching from 1. Cor. iii. 11.

* "
Edinburgh, September 9, 175 6. For near these

three weeks the Rev. Mr. Whitefield hath been preach-

ing in the Orphan- Hospital-Park, to very crowded audi-

tories, twice every day. As he was frequently very ex,-

plicit in opening the miseries of Popish tyranny, and ar-

bitrary power, and very warm in exhorting his hearers to

loyalty and courage at home, and in stirring them up to

pray for the success of his Majesty's forces, both by sea

and land, abroad, we have reason to believe that his visit

at this juncture hath been particularly useful.'* Glasgow
C6ura?2t.

"
Edinburgh, September 23. On Tuesday evening the

Rev. Mr. Whitefield, aftei' sermon^ made a collection for

the pour Highlanders, when upwards of sixty pounds

Sterling was collected." Ibid,
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CHAP. XVII.

Irrom his cfiemng his Chapel in Tottenham'Court'Roadj to

his arrival in Kdinburgh^ in the year 175 9.

HIS constant work was now, preaching about fifteen

times a week, which, with a weak appetite, want of rest,*

and much care lying upon his mind, enfeebled his body

exceedingly.
" But (says he) the joy of the Lord is my

strength,- and my greatest grief is, that 1 can do no more
for him, who hath done and suifeied so much for n)e."

His new Chapel succeded according to his vvislj. On
Sunday morning hundreds went away, not being able to

get in. Some people of distinction came, and begged
they might have a constant seat ;

and he received a very
serious letter from a person who was brought under con-
cern there, though he came at first out of curiosity, to see

what sort of place it was f

In spring, 1757, he set out again on his northern cir-

cuit, and came to Edinburgh in the month of May, when
the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland held
their annual meeting. He was much pleased with this

circumstance. Many ministers attended his sermons,

perhaps a hundred at a time. Thereby prejudices were
removed, and many of them scented to be deeply affected.

About thirty of them, as ?<. token of respect, invited him to

€1 public entertainment. The King's Commissioner also

invited him to his table.
:j:

— Thousands, among whom were

* " I could enlarge, but it is near six in the morning,
and I must away to preach."

t
•* A neghbouring Doctor calls the place Whitefield's

Soul-trap. 1 pray the friend of sinners to make it a Soul-

trap indeed to many wandering creatures. —— S—
,

the player, makes always one of the auditory, and, as I

hear, is much impressed, and bikings others with him "

\ SotTie of the Scotch clergy, who were prejudiced
against Mr. Whitefield, took upon them to signify to the

Commissioner, (Lord Cathcart) by some of their f-iends,
that it would be better not to invite Mv. VVhIrcfield to his

table, and that it would give offence. This overture his

G^^ce received with indignrrjon.- . The
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a great many of the best wnk, daily atteiiclecl Lis nilnislca-

tions, and the longer he staid, the more the congregaiioits
increased.

F'rom Edinburgh he went to Glasgow, where, having
preached twice by the way, he arrived, June 8, and con-

tinued till the 14th, preaching, as usual in the High-
Church-yard, to great multitudes, both morning and even-

ing, in one of the churches of the city. The poor in Glas-

gow being at this time in very mournful circumstances,
not withstanding the various sources of supply, he (with the

countenance of the Magistrates) made a collection for

them, at his sermon on Monday evening, which amounted
to near sixty pounds. Next day he preached at Paisley,
and from thence set out for Ireland.

His first reception was promising as formerly. Con-

gregations at Dublin were very large, and much affected.

One of the Bishops told a Nobleman, (who repeated it to

Mr. Whitefield) that he was glad he was come to rouse
the people. All sorts attended, and all sorts seemed to be
fitruck with a religious concern. But on Sunday afternoon,

July 3, after preaching in Oxmantown-green, (a place

frequented by the Ormond and Liberty boys, as they call

them, who often fight there) he narrowly escaped with

his life. It being war time, he took occasion to exhort

his hearers, (as was his usual practice) rCot only to fear

God, but to honour the King ; and praved for success to

the King of Prussia. In the time of sermon and prayer,
a few stones were thrown at him, which did no hurt. But
when he had done, and thought to return home the way
he came, by the Barracks, to his great surprise access was
denied ; and he was obliged to go near half a mile, from
one end of the Green to the other, through hundreds of

Papists, 8cc. who, finding him unattended, (for a soldier

and four preachers who came with him had fled) threw

vollies of stones upon him from all quarters, and made
him reel backwards and forwards, till he was almost

The Earl of L also, who was the King's Commis-
sioner before Lord Cathcart, shewed particular attention

to Mr. Whitefield ; and, from the time of his first coming
to Scotland, sheTSxd great and constRnt regard for him^
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brealhless, and all over a gore of bloocL* At last, with

great difficulty, he staggered to the door of a minister's

house lying next to the Green, which was kindly opened
to him. For a while he continued speechless and panting;
for breath ; but his weeping friends having given him
some cordials, and washed his wounds, a coach was pro-
cured, in which, amidst the oaths, imprecations and threat-

enings of the Popish rabble, he got safe home, and joined
in a hymn of thanksgiving with his friends, by whom he

says,
" none but spectators could form an idea of the af-

fection with which he was received." Next morning he
set out for Port Arlington,

"
leaving (says he) my perse-

cutors to his mercy, who of persecutors has often made

preachers. I pray God 1 may thus be avenged of them.'*'

After preaching at Port Arlington, Athlone, Limerick
and Cork^ in the beginning of August he returned to ling-
land ; and while the weather permitted, continued tQ

range, (as he expresses it) preaching with great earnest-

ness every where.—^' This spiritual iiunting, (says he) is

delightful sport, when the heart is in the work." At
Plymouth he had the pleasure of seeing oRicers, soldiers,

sailors, &c. attending his sermons v.'ith the utmost solem-

nity. In Exeter also, Bristol, Gloucester, and Gloucester-

shire, he had delightful seasons. About the middle of

October, 1757, he returned to London.
His attendance this winter, in both the Chapel and the

Tabernacle, together with his thoughtfulness, greatly im-

paired his health. He was troubled vvith continual vomit-

ings, got little sleep, and had no appetite. Still, however,
he went on as well as he could. " 1 am brought now
(says he) to the short allowance of preaching but once a

day, and twice on a Sunday." But when he was not

preaching, lie was projecting some scheme or other for

the advancement of religion : for instance, the building
the alms-houses for pious widows, on the ground that sur-

rounded his Chapel.
'* I have a plan (says he) for twelve.

The whole expense will be four hundred pounds. 1 hsiwo

* " I received many blows and wounds ; one was par-

ticularly large, and near my temples. I thought of Ste-

phen, and was in hopes, like him, to go ofT in this bloody
triumph to the immediate presence of my Master/*

N >
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got a prospect of two. I propose allowing each widow
half a crown a week.—The sacrament money will more
than do. If this be effected, many godly widows will be

provided for, and a standing monument left that the Meth-
odists were not against good \^orks." It was not long till

This plan was put in execution. The foundation of the

alms-houses whs laid February 16, 175S, and the widows

began to be admitted in June following.
He began his summer-circuit this year at Gloucester ;

from thence he went to Bristol, and then to Wales. When
he was in Wales, he was brought very low in his health.

He was not able to sit up in company, as he used to do,
snd could take very little food ; yet he continued travel-

ling and preaching twice a day, through various towns in

South Wales, where multitudes attended ; on Sundays the

numbers were almost incredible.

In the month of July he set off for Scotland. In his

way he preached at Everton, St. Neots, Kayso, Bedford,

Oulney, Weston, Underwood, Ravenstone, Northampton
and Newcastle. Four clergymen lent him their pulpits.
His bodily strength increased so little by this journey,
that he sometimes had thoughts of turning back. But
this he did not think to be his duly.

"
Through divine

strength (^says he) I hope to go forward, and shall strive,

as much as in me lies, to die in this glorious work." Yet
it pleased God to restore his health in a good measure,
soon after his arrival in Scotland. From Edinburgh he

writes, August 19 and 24 :
" For these four months last

past I have been brought so exceeding low in my body,
that I was in hopes every sermon I preached would waft

me to my wished-for home. Scotland, I hoped, would
finish my warfare ; but it has rather driven me back to

sea again. On Tuesday next, 1 thought to have moved ;

but as it is race-week, and my health is improving, friends

advise me to stay, to stir them up to run with patience the

race that is set before us."*

* «
Edinburgh: September 14, 1758. Mr. Whitefield's

presence, at this time, has been particularly useful to the

Orphan-Hospital, for which upwards of two hundred

|;:ounds hath been raised from the collection at the doors,

^d §?at-Tcnts, Before he left Glasgow, he made a col-
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Having left Edinburgh, September 13, he preached in

a great many places in the north of England, Alnwick,

Newcystle, Durham^ Bishop-Aukland, Leeds, £cc. and
came to London abotit the end of October.

He now talked of going over again, to America, where
his affairs were in a good situation :

" Blessed be God,

(says he) that I can send you word, a never-failing Provi-

dence hath put it into my power to pay off all Bethesda's

arrears. I am talking every day of coming over ; but

how to do it in war-time, or how to get the Cliapel and
Tabernacle supplied, I cannot as yet be clear in/' Not

being able, it seems, to get over these difficulties, he con-

tinued all winter 1758, in London, and about the middle
of May, 17.59, opened lus spring campaign at Bristol.

In the month of June he was in Gloucestershire and York-

shire, where people, high and low, rich and poor, flocked,
as usual, to hear him, twice a day ;* and from thence re-

visited Scotland.

lection for the Glasgow Charitable Highland Society, for

supporting and educating poor Highland children; a

scheme particularly useful at this time, when so many oF

their parents and friends are abroad in America, in hi^

Majesty's service. During his stay here, he has had oc-

casion to preach three thanksgiving sermons, for the vic-

tory at Crevelt, the taking of Cape Breton, and the late

defeat of the Russians. By his warm and repeated ex-

hortations to loyalty, and a steady adherence to the Pro-

testant interest, on this and all other occasions, it must be

acknowledged, even in this view, his visit here has been
useful to the community, in a civil as well as religious

light." [Glasgow Courant]
* " I am growing fat ; but, as I take it to be a diheasfS)-

hope 1 shall go home the sooner,"
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CHAP. XVIII.

^rom his Arrival at Edinbiir^h^ 1759, to his ofiening Ladij

Huntingdon^s Chajiel at Bath^ in the Yeur 1765.

ABOUT the beginning of July, 1759, he came te

Edinburgh ; his congregations here and at Glasgow were
vei'v large and very attentive, as forme ily ;* but he com-

plains in his letters,
" that \vith respect to the power of

religion, it was a dead time in Scotland in comparison with

London and several other parts of England."
His visit to Scotland this year gave occasion to a pas-

sage which was much for his honour, and a full refutation

of the mercenary motives ascribed to him by some of his

adversaries. One Miss Hunter, a young lady of consid-

erable fortune, made a full oOer to him of her estate, both

money and lands, amounting to about seven hundred

pounds, which he generously refused ; and upon his refu-

sing it for himself, she offered it to him for the benefit of

his Otphyn-house in Georgia, which he also absolutely re-

fused. These facts the compiler has from undoubted

authority.
He spent the winter in London, and got his Chapel en-

larged.
  ^.1    '  I M^^^M^—l^.^^—^—^^^MM I I   11 I  M^ II-.. ^. .,._ I , _,

* "
Edinburgh, August 15, i759. On Tuesday morn-

ing the Rev. Mr. Whilefield set out on his return for Eng-
land. It is said that here and at Glasgow, v.iihin these

six weeks, he has preached near a hundred times, and yet
the congregations were always increasing. Whatever
il-.is be owing to, every one must judge for himself ; but

it is certain he conthuiaily exerted ail his rhetoric in stir-

ring up a zeal for his God, his king and his country, in the

lime of danger ; and seemed particularly pleased, as were
thousands more, tliat he had an opportunity, last Lord's

day evening, of preaching a thanksgiving sermon to a

most thronged auditory, on account of the glorious victory

lately vouchsafed to Prince Ferdinand over the French.
*' The sum collected for the benefit of the Orphan-

Hospital, during his stay here; amounted to two hundred
•.«nd fifteen pound^.'*
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March 14, 1760, he made a collection, at his Chapel
and Tabernucle, of above four hundred pounds, for the

distressed Prussians, who had suffered so much from the

cruelty of the Russians, at Mewniark, Costrin, Sec*

In summer, 1760, he went into Gloucestershire and

Wales, and from thence to Bristol. When he preached
at the Tabernacle in Bristol, there were more in the even-

ings than it could well hold
;
and in the fields his congre-

gations consisted of not less than ten thousand.

He now began to undergo a new kind of persecution

(which however has sometimes fallen upon men of the-

greatest eminence) that of being mimicked and burles-

<i|ued upon the stage.t His enemies had in vain used vio-

lence against him, and having found that the law would
not suffer them to proceed in that way, they therefore

thought they would try what they could do by mockery.
For this purpose they got for their tool one Samuel Foote,
a mimic, who, having had some success in imitating Mr.
Whitefield's person, and speaking a few ludicrous scniert-

ces in his manner, was encouraged to proi:eed further,
and to write a farce (called the Minor) lo be acted at the

Theatre in Di-ury-Lane.| This performance is otherwise

very dull and uninteresting ; but by its impieiy, it cannot
fail to excite the indignation of the religious and sober-

minded. For, in order to expose IMr. Whiiefield to con-

tempt,, the author makes no scruple to treat the very ex-

pressions and sentiments of the Bible with ridicule ; or

(lo put the most favourable construction upon the matter)

*' For this disinterested act of benevolence, it is said^
he received the thanks of his Prussian Majesty.

t The compiler is uncertain as to the time when this

was first doPiC. Mr. Wb.itefield first takes notice of ii in

his letter dated August 1.5, 1760, It seems lo have taken
its rise from the restntment of the pliy-house peoj)!ej
after they failed in iheir aUempt to liigiiten him fiona

preaching at Long-acre-chapel, and \vere farther exaspe-
rated by seeing him erect a cha|>cl of hie own in Totlea-^
ham-court -roud.

:j:
See a Letter to David Garrick, Esq. occasioned by

the intended fepresei^taiion of the Minor, at Drury-ijan#»
Theatre, suid to be wiitlen by the llcv. Mr. .iiadai].

N3.
'
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he and those whom he sent to the Tabernacle and C'hapel
to procure materials, were so little acquainted with the

sacred veriiings, as not to know, that what they took for

Mr. VVhitefield's peculiar language, was the language of

the word of God.* Be this as it may, they lost their la-

bour, for they were so far from lessening the number of

his congregaiions, that they increased them ;
and brought

thousands of new persons to hear the gospel ;
which was

the very thing he always aimed at : and thus Providence

gave him the victory over them.

* ?vlr. Foote being manager of the Edinburgh Theatre
in winter, 1770, the Minor was acted there. The first

night it was pretty thronged, as people fond of any novelty-
were led to it withoutJiuowing any thing of the nature of

the performance. But (such was the public sense of the

impurity and indecency of it when known) on the second

night only ten women appeared. When it was acted on

Saturday, November 24, a dispute arose among the spec-

tators, whether it was proper to bring Mr. Whitefield

tipon the stage, as he was now dead. This, however, was
<fione ; and raised a general indignation in the inhabitants

cf that city. Next day several ministers (the Rev. Dr.

Erskine, Dr. Walker, Sec.) took notice of it in their dis-

courses from the pulpit. Dr. Walker (whose church is

frequented by the people of higher rc.nk,) observed in his

lecture upon 3 Cor. v. 14-21, that he could not read the

17th verse,
" If any man be in Christ, he is a new crea-

ture," without expressing the just indignation he felt

tipon hearing, that last night a profane piece of buffoonery
was publicly acted, in which this sacred doctrine is ridi-

culed. Mr. Bane, of the Kirk of Relief, preached a ser-

mon upon the occasion, December 2, from Psalm xciv,

16, which was published and sold off in a few days. To-
wards the conclusion of the sermon he says,

" How base

and ungrateful is such treatment of the dead ! and that

loo so very nigh to a family of orphans, the records of

whose hospital will transmit Mr. VVhitefield's name to

posterity with honour, when the memory of others will

rot I How illiberal such usage of one, whose seasonable

good services for his King and Country are well known,
wiiose indefatigable labours for his beloved Master were

Countenanced by Heaven i»>
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March 14, 1760, he preached at the Chapel from Hos-.

xi. 8, 9. and at the Tabernacle in the evening from the

80th Psalm and last verse. At the former place he col-

lected tvvo hundred and twenty two pounds, eig;ht shillings

and nine pence ; and at the other, one hundred and eighty-

two pounds, fifteen shillings and nine-pence, for the dis-

tressed Protestants in Prussia. No man was a more strict

observer of public occurrences, or more endeavoured to

improve them.
In the months of September and October, 1760, he

made a tour through Yorkshire, and was in London du-

ring the winter, employed as usual. On the fa&t-<}ay,

Feb. 13, 1761, he preached early in the morning at the

Tabernacle on Exod xxxiv. 1, 8cc. and collected one

hundred and twelve pounds ; in the forenoon he laboured

at the Chapel, and discoursed on Joel ii. 15, and after-

wards collected two hundred and forty-two pounds ; and

in the evening he preached at the Tabernacle from Gen.
vii. 1, and collected two hundred and ten pounds. These
sums were imm.ediately applied to the noble purposes for

which they were collected, the relief of the German Pro-

testants, and the sufferers by fire at Boston.*

But his health, which had often been very bad,t now

* Four hundred pounds were assigned to theGermans>
and given into the hands of the Rev. Mr. Ziegenhagen.

" Boston, Feb. 27, 1764. At a meeting of the freehold-

ers, and other inhabitants, of the town of Boston, on Fri-

day last, it was voted unanimously, that the thanks of the

town be given to the Rev. Mr. George Whitefield, for his

charitable care and pains in collecting a considerable sum
of money in Great-Britain, for the distressed sufferers by
the great fire in Boston, 1760 ; and a respectable commit-

tee was appointed to wait on Mr. Whitefield, to inform
liim of the vote, and present him with a copy thereof.'*

[Boston Gazette.]

t It was happy for him that he frequently got the assis-

tance of clergymen from the country ; and at this time

particularly of the Rev. Mr. Berridge, late Moderator of

Cambridge, of whom he writes—" A new instrument is

raised up, out of Cambridge University. He has beei\

here preaching with great, flame> and like an angel of the
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grew worse and worse, so that in April, 17'6l, he was

brought to ihe gjtes ol" dcdth After l.is recovery^ being
still exceeding weuk and not able to preach as formerly,
he left London, and made a visii to Bi istol, Exeter and

Plymouth, by which he found himself somewhat better ;

but could not bear long journeys and frequent preaching
as he used to do.*

October, i76!, he complains,
" I have not preached a

single sermon for some weeks. Last Sunday 1 spoke a

little ; but 1 feel its effects ever since. A sea- voyage
seems more necessary to me now than ever. I know now
what nervous disorders are. Blessed be God that they
were contracted in his service : 1 do not repent—ihough
I am frequently tempted to wish t'ne report of my death

had been true, since my disorder keeps me from my old

deiightiul work of preaching." In a journey to Leeds
and Newcastle, this month, he could bear riding in a post
chaise, but preaching seldom, his friends being sopruoent
as not to press him to it : "I hope however (says he) I

am travelhng in order to preach." Accordingly he pro-

longed his joui ney the leni^ih of Ldinburtih and Glasgow,
and did not return to London till the month of December ;

when he found himself considerably better, which (under

God) he atiributerl to his following the simple prescrip-
tion of four eminent physicians in Edinburgh ; being sen-

sible, as he said, that their advice had been n.ore blessed

for his recovery than all the medichies and directions he
had elsewhere.
As soon cis his health was in some measure restored, he

fell to his beloved work agjin. from Bristol, Apiil 1762,
he writes,

" Bristol air agrees with me. I have been ena-

bled to preach five times, t!>is last week, without being
hurt. Who knows but I may yet be restored so far as to

sound the gospel trumpet for my God? The quietness I

enjoy here, with daily riding out, stems to be one very

proper means." He continued thus to preach four or five

churches indeed "—-The compiler is informed that the

Rev. Mr. Berridge, at Everton, still continues zealous and
successful.

* The MS. (which after the year 1743 contain^ only^

very short and imperfect hints) ends here.
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times a week, notwithstanding his weakness, till about the

micklle of May, and was sometimes enabled to " take the

field," as he expresses it, which gave him great joy.
" Mounts (says he) are the best pulpits, and the heavens

the best sounding-boards. O for power equal to my will !

I would fly from pole to pole, pul3lishing the everlasting

gospel of the Son of God.*' When he returned to London,
tiie cares and labours that thronged upon him were ready
to bring him low again. In the month of July, therefore,

he made a voyage to Holland,* and found himself so much
the better for it, that he writes from Norwich, July 31,
" The expedition to Holland was, I trust, profitable to my-
self and others ; and if ever my usefulness is to be con-

tinued at London, I must be prepared for it by a longer
itineration, both by land and water. At present, blessed

be God, I can preach once a day ; and it would do your
heart good to see what an influence attends the word. Ail

iTiy old times are revived again."

August 18, he ainived at Edinburgh, made a visit to

Glasgow, where he preached every day, (and twice at Cam-

buslang) and continued preaching once a day at Edinburgh
till September 13, when he returned to England ; and was

glad (now that peace was expected) of the prospect of

embarking soon for America.
While in England, he found that preaching once a day

did not hurt him, but dared not venture oftener. At
I^eeds, Bristol, and Plymouth, he hid very desirable sea-

sons ; but with respect to London, he says,
" As affairs

are circumstanced, every thing there tends to weigh me
down." Having therefore persuaded some of bis inti-

mate friends, as trustees, to take upon them the wiiole

care of the affairs of his Chapel and rubernacle, and all

his other concerns at home, he resolved lo sail for Gree-
nock in Scotland. On his way thiiher, in the month of

March, 1763, he preached at Everton, Leeds, Aberford,

Kipp.iX, and Newcastle, and was also employed in wriiing
his Observations, kc. in answer to Bishop Warburton.
When he came to Scotland, he continued to preach

once a day for some weeks ; but, being taken ill of ids old

disorder at Edinburgh, he was obliged to be silent (for the

* He preached at Rotterdam four times.



154 THE LIFE OF

most part) for near six weeks afterwards. At last, in the

beginning of June, he embarked ihe sixth time for Amer-
ica, in the ship Fanny, capt. Archibald Gdlbiealh, bound
from Greenock to Virginia: where (afier a voyage of

twelve weeks) he arrived in the latter end of August.*
His letters in September, Octobei- and November, 1763,

are dated from Philadelphia. He found himself siill an

invalid, yet made shift to preach twice a week. '* Here

(says he) are some young bright witnesses rising up in

the church. Perhaps I have already conversed with forty
new-creature ministers of various denominations. Six-

teen hopeful students, I am credibly informed, were con-

verted at NeW'Jersey College last year. What an open
door, if I had strent^-th ! La"st Tuesday we had a remark-
able season among the Lutherans

; children and grown
people were much impressed."
He wanted much to go fonvard lo Georgia, but the phy-

sicians were absolutely against it, till he got more strength.
In the latter end of November he set out from Philadel-

phia for New-York, and on his way preached several times
at New-Jersey College and Elizabeth-Town, with much
acceptance. His spiiits now grew better, and he could
sometimes preach thrice a v;eek. While he continued at

New-York during the winter, he writes, ''Prejudices in

this place have most strangely subsided. The better sort

flock as eagerly as the common people, and are fond of

coming for private gospel conversation.—Congregations
continue very large, and 1 trust saving impressions are

made upon many."t

* " Thanks to a never-failing Redeemer, I havo
not been laid by an hour through sickness s4nce I came on
board—A kind captain, and a most orderly and quiet ship's

company, who gladly attended when I had breath to

preach. Scarce an oath have I heard upon deck—and
such, a stillness through the whole ship, both on week-

days and the Lord's day, as hath from time to time sur-

prised me."

t
" New-York, January 23, 1764. The Rev. Mr. Geo.

"Whitefield has spent seven weeks with us, preaching
twice a week to more general acceptance than ever ; anct

been treated with great respect by many of the gentle-
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After leaving New-York, he preached at East-Hamp-
ton, B I idge- Hampton, and Southold, upon Long-Island,;
at Sheher-Island also; and at New-London, Norwich,
and Providence, on the main land ;

then proceeded to Bos-

ton, where he arrived in the latter end of February, 1764,

and was received with usual warmth of affection. But as

the small pox was spreading through the town, he chose

to preach for a while in the adjacent places. At Newbu-

ry a great influence attended his preaching. He writes

from Concord to friend Mr. S— S—,
" How would you

have been delighted lo have seen Mr. Wheelock's Indians !

Such a promising nursery of future missionaries, I be^

lieve, was never seen in New-England before ; pray en-

courage it with all your might. I also wish you could

give some useful putitanical books to Harvard-College

Library, lately burnt down.

Some years after, the gentlemen of Harvard College

expressed their gratitude to Mr. Whiiefield by the follow-

ing vote :
*' At a meeting of the Prcbident and Fellows of

Harvard-College, August 22, 1768. The Rev. Mr. Geo.

Whitefield having in addition to his former kindness to

Harvard-College, lately presented to the Library a new
Edition of his Journals, and having procured large bene-

factions from several benevolent and respectable gentle-

men :—Voted, That the Thuuks of the Corporation be

given to the Rev. Mr. Whitefield for these instances of

Candour and Generosity.

FRESEJVTf
The President,

"^
Mr. Appleton, |

A true Copy,
Mr. Professor Winthrop,

'

per
Dr. Elliot, r Edward Holyoke,
Dr. Cooper, } President.

Treasurer Hubbard, J

men and merchants of this place.
—During his stay, he

preached two charity sermons ; the one on the occasion

of the annual col'cclion for the poor, in which double the

sum was collected that ever was upon the like occasion;
the other was for the benefit of Mr. Wheelock's Indian

School at Lebanon, in New-England, for which he collec-

te,d (notwithstanding the present prejudices of many pco-
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In the month of April he had a return of his disoi'dq^j

but it did not keep him long from preaching ; and the Bos-
ton people were exceedingly eager to hear. He was

thinking to proceed immediately southward, but they sent

after him and persuaded him to come back. June 1, 1764,
he writes— ••' Friends have even constrained me to stay

here, for fear of running into the summer's heat. Hith-
erto I find the benefit of it. Whatever it is owing to,

through mercy I am much better in health than I was
this time twelve months, and can novv preach thrice a

week to very large auditories, without hurt. And every
day I hear of some brought under concern. This is ail

of grcce."
After a sorrowful parting, he left Boston, and came back

to New- York, from whence his letters are dated, from the

end of June till the latter end of August.
" At present

(says he) my health is better than usual, and as yet I have
felt no inconvenience from the summer's heat.—I have

preached twice lately in the fields, and we sat under the

blessed Redeemer's shadow with great delitrht. My late

excursions upon Long-Island, I trust, have been blessed.

It would surprise you to see above one hundred carriages
tit every sermon, in this new world.

In September and October he was at Philadelphia ;

the Provost of the College there read prayers for him.

Both the piesent and late G-jvernor, with the princ ipal

gentlemen of the city, atien!ed, and thanks were sent to

him from the trustees, for spetiking for the charity-chil-

dren, and countenancing the institution.

From Philadelphia he proceeded southward through
Virginia ; and November 22, at New-Brunswick in Car-

olina, he wiites,
" At Newbern, last Sunday, good im-

pressions were made. I'rom that place to this I have met

pie against the Indians) the sum of one hundred and twen-

ty pounds. In his last sermon he took a very aifectionate

leave of the people of this city, who expressed great con-

cern at his departure. May God restore t!>is threat and

good man (in whom the gentleman, the Christian and ac-

com.plished orator shine forth with such lustre) to a per-
fect state of health, and continue him long a blessing to

the world; and the Church of Christ." Boston Gaz.
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wiih what they call New-Lights,* almost every stage. I

have the names of six or eight of their preachers. This,
with every other place, being open and exceedingly desi-

rous to hear the Gospel, makes me almost determine to

come back early in the spring."
After preaching at Charleston, he arrived at Savannah

in December, where he found affairs prospering to his

wish :
" The colony (says he) is rising fast ; nothing but

plenty at Bethesda, and all arrears, I trust, will be paid off

before I leave it ; so that in a short time I hope to be free

from these outward encumbrances."—And he was not dis-

appointed in his expectations ; for he writes,
*' Bethesdaj

January 14, 1765,—God hath given me great favour in the

sight of the Governor, Council and Assembly. A memo-
rial was presented for an additional grant of lands, consist-

ing of two thousand acres. It was immediately complied
with. Both houses addressed the Governor in behalf of

the intended College. As warm an answer was given. f

Every heart seems to leap for joy at the prospect of its fu-

ture utility." Again,
" Bethesda, February 13, Yes-

terday morning the Governor and Lord J. A. G n,

with several other gentlemen, favoured me with their

company to breakfast. But how was my Lord surprised
and delighted ! After expressing himself in the strong-
est terms, h« took me aside and informed me, that the

Governor had shewed him the accounts, by which he found
what a great benefactor I had been ; that the intended

College would be of the utmost utility to this and tiie

neighbouring provinces ; that the plan was beautiful, ra-

tional, and practicable ; and that he was persuaded his

Majesty would highly approve of, and also favour it with

some peculiar marks of his royal bounty.^

* A name given to those who favoured the revival of

religion under the ministry of Mr. Whitefield, Mr. Tcn-
nent, Sec.

t Sec the Memorial, Address and Answer, in Vol. III.

of his Works, page 469. Sec.

I He adds, in the same Letter, <' Now farewel, my be-

loved Bethesda, surely the most deligtitfully situated place
in all the southern parts of America !—What a blessed

^vinter have I had ! I'eace and love, and harmony and
O
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Having left Bethesda in such comfortable circumstan-

<:;es, February 18,* he delayed his proposed tour to the

northward, and thought it best to embark directly for

England, to finish the affair about the College. He spent
Gome time, hov/ever, at Charleston, in the month of March,
and, after a very affectionate parting, set out for Philadel-

phia, preaching, as he went along, in several places cf

but no ship offering at Philadelphia, he sailed from New-
York in the Earl of Halifax packet, and arrived once moix)

in England. July 5, 17654
After his arrival he found himself still very weak in

body, and obliged to go en much more slowly than he
used to do. Yet this did not discourage him from doing
what he could, in hopes of soon entering into his rest.
*' O to end this life well I (says he) IViethinks 1 have now
but one more river to pass over. And we know of one
that can carry us over, without being ankle-deep.*'

October 6, he was called to open Lady Huntingdon's
Chapel at Bathjj when he preached from 2, Cor. vi. 16.

plenty, reign here. Mr. W—t hath done much in a little

time. All are surprised at it. But he hath worKed night
^nd day, and not stirred a mile for many weeks."

* *^ Thanks be to God, all outward things are settled on
this side the v/ater. The auditing the accounts, and lay-

ing a foundation for a College, hath silenced enemies, and
comforted friends. The finishing this affair confirms my
call to lL,ngland, at this tinic."

t
" All along from Charleston to this place (Newcastle)

the cry is,
* For Christ's sake stay and preach to us.* O

for a thousand lives to spend for Jesus !"

\
" We have had but a twenty eight days passage.

The transition hath been so sudden, that I can scarce be-

lieve that I am in England. I hope, ere long, to have a

more sudden transition into a better country." [\Vhen
he arrived at London, July 2 1, he was very ill of a nervous

fever.]
\\

'' The Chapel is extremely plain, and yet equally

grand. A mojit beautiful original. All was conducted
V.'ith great solemnity. Though a very wet day, the place

t^vas very full. I preached in the moining. Mr. Tewnseml
iu the cvc.ning."

I
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CHAP. XIX.

From his opening Lady HuntiJigdon''s Chafiel at Batk, to

his embarking J'or America^ in the Year 1769.

AFTER preaching some little time at Bath, he re-

turned to Lonuon, fiom whence, January 18, 1766, he
wrires to a fjiend at Shcerness, " I am sorry to acquaint

you that it is not in my power to comply with your re-

quest. For want of more assistance I am confined in

town with the care of two important posts, when I am only
fit to be put into some garrison among the invalids." But
\\Q was relieved, for a little space, early in the spring j

for we find him in the month of March at Bath and Bris-

tol.

March 17, he says,
" The uncertainty of my motions

hath made me slow in writing ; and a desire to be a while
free from I^ondon cares hath made me indifferent about

frequent hearing from thence. Last Friday evening, and
twice yesterday, I preached at Bath to very thronged and
brilliant auditories."

About tliis time the Stamp Act was repealed ; or which
occasion he greatly exulted. The interest of the Colo-
nies always lay near his heart, and he hoped this step would
restore peace and hyppiness to his country. In his letter-

book is the following sentence :
" March 16, 1766. Stamp-

Act repealed. Gloria DcoP
Mr. v)ccum, an Indian Preacher, and Mr. Whitaker,

came over from America to solicit contributions for Mr.
Wheelock's Indian school, an institution which Mr,
"VVhitefield greatly approved. Concerning this he writes,
*' London, April 25. The prospect of a large and effectu-

al door opening among the heathens, blessed be God, is

very promisij^.g. Mr. Occum is a settled, humble chris-
tian : the good and great, with a multitude of a lowxr de-

gree, heard him preach last week at Tottenham-Courc

Chapel, and felt much of the power and presence of ouv
common Lord. Mr. R—n hath preached, and collected
one hundred pounds ; and I believe seven or eight hun-
dred pounds more are subscribed. The truly noble Lord
D h espouses the cause most heartily, and his Majes-
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ty is become a contributor. The King of kings and Lord
of lords will bless tliem for it."*

June 19, we find him at Collam, near Biistol, from
whence he writes,

" As my feverish heat continues, and
the weather is too wet to travel, 1 have complied with the
advice of my friends, and have commenced a hot- well-

water drinker twice a day. However, twice this week, at

six in the morning, I have been enabled to call thirsty
souls to come and drink of the water of life freely. To-
morrow evening, God willing, the call is to be repeated,
and again on Sunday.'*
He was also at Bath and Bristol in the month ofNovem-

ber this year. At Bristol he preached to a very crowded

auditory (though the weather was exceeding bad) and ad-

ministered the sacrament ; and at Bath he preached to

the most numerous assembly of nobility he had ever seen
attend there. ^

In the mionth of January, 1767, he wrote a recommen-
datory preface to a new edition of Bunyan's Works, which
is inserted with his Tracts in Vol IV. and March 20, he
was called to open Lady Huntingdon's new Chapel at

Brighthelmstone in Sussex, when he preached on 2. Pe-
ter, iii. 18.

After an excursion to Norwich, in April, 17G7, he says,
" I fear my spring and summer fever is returning. If so,

my intended plan of operations will be much contracted.

But future things belong to Him who orders all things
well."

Yet the very next month we find him preaching at Rod-

borough, Gloucester, and Haverford-\Vest in Wales ;

liom whence he writes. May 31,
<' Thousands and thou-

sands attended by eight in the morning. Life and light
seemed* to fjy all around. On Tuesday, God willing, I

am to preach at Woodstock, on Friday at Pembroke, here

again next Sunday by eight, and then for England.'* And
when he returned to Gloucester, June 10,

" Blessed be

*
iNIr. Occura and Mr. Whitaker came afterwards to

Scotland, and preached at Edinburgh and Glasgow, where

they got very considerable contributions ; particularly
from Mr. SprewU's family in Glasgow, and from the RcVi

Mr. M'Culloch at Cambuslang.
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God, (says he) I am ^ot on this side the Welch moun-

tains. Biassed be God, I have been on the other side.

What a scene last Sunday 1 What a cry for more of the

bretid of life ; but 1 was quite worn down."

September 11, he was at Leeds, having preached at

Northampton and Sheffield in the way ;
and September

20, at Newcastle, from whence he writes,
"

1 have now a

blessed Methodist field-street-preaching plan before me.

This afternoon in the Castle-Garth, to-morrow for Sun-

derland, then to Yarm, Sec &c. i have been enabled

to preach in the street at several places, and hope to go
to Gesborough, Whitby, Scarborough, New-Malton,

York, Leeds^ Liverpool. Chester, Manchester. Sec.—Again

(from Thirsk, September 28 )
" My body feels much

fatigued in travelling ; comforts in the soul overbalance."

And (Leeds, October 3)
" Field and street-preaching hath

rather bettered than hurt my bodily health."

This winter his negociations about the intended Col-

lege at Bethesda came to an issue. A memorial addres-

sed to his Majesty was put into the hands of the clerk of

the privy council, setting forth the great utility of a Col-

lege in that place to the inhabitants of the souti^.ern pro-

vinces, and praying that a charter might be granted upon
the plan of the College at New-Jeisey. This memorial
was by him transmitted to the Lord President, and by his

lordship referred to the consideration of the Archbishop
of Canterbury, to whom also a draft of an intended char-

ter was presented by the Earl of D—h : upon v/hich an

epistolary correspondence ensued betwixt the Archbishop
and Mr. Whitefield ; the sum of which was, the Atxh-

bislK'p put the draft of the Charter into the hands of .the

Lord President, who promised to consider it ; and gave it

as his opinion, that " the head of the College ouijcht to be

a member of the Church of England—that this was a

qualiiiqaiion not to be dispensed with—and also that the

public prayers should not be extempore ones, but the lit-

urgy of the church, or some other established form."

Mr. Whitefield answered, he could not agree to eitlier of

these restrictions, because the greatest part of the Or-

phan-house collections and contributions came from dis-

senters ; and because he had frequently declared the in -

le.ndcd College was to be founded upon a brou^d- bottoni<
O S
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and no other. " This (says he) I judc^e I was sufficiently
warranted to do, from the known, long established, mild
and uncoercive genius of the English government ; also

from your Grace's moderation towards Protestant dissen-

ters; from the unconquerable attachment of the Ameri-
cans to toleration principles, as well as from the avowed
habitual feelings and sentiments of my own heart. This

being the case, and as your Grace, by your silence, seems
to be like-minded with the Lord P 1; and as your
Grace's and his Lordship's influence will undoubtedly ex-

tend itself to others, I would beg leave, after returning all

due acknowledgements, to inform your Grace that I in-

tend troubling your Grace and his Lordship no more about

this so long depending concern. As it hath pleased the

great Head of the church in some degree to renew my
bodily strength, I purpose now to renew my feeble efforts,

and turn charity into a more generous, and consequently
into a more extensively useful channel. I have no ambi-

tion to be looked upon as the founder of a College ; but I

would fain act the part of an honest man, a disinterested

minister of Jesus Christ, and a truly catholic, moderate

presbyter of ths Church of England."*
Accordingly he resolved, in the mean time, to add a

public academy to the Orphan-house, like what was done
at Philadelphia, before its College-Charter was granted,
and to wait for a more favourable opportunity of making
fresh application, for a Charter upon a broader bottom.

October 28, he preached at the Tabernacle, to the So-

ciety for promoting Religjous Knowledge among the

Poor, when the collection amounted to above a hundred

*See his works, vol. HI page 472—481, where the

steps he took in this affair are more fully narrated in a

letter to Governor Wright, and letter MCCCLXXVIL
in which he complains to his intimate friend, Mr. K—n—-

*^ None but God knows what a concern lies upon me now,
in respect to Bethesda. As another voyage, perhaps, may
be the issue and result of all at last, I would beg you, and

ray dear Mr. H —y, to let me have my papers and letters,

that I may revise and dispose of them in a proper manne"
This can do no hurt, come life or coine death.'*

'^'-
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pounds, (about four times as much as usual) and eighty-

persons became new subscribers.*

In the becjinning of the year 1768, six pious students

•were expelled from Edmund Hall in Oxford, for using
extempore prayer, reading and singins^ hymns, and exhor-

ting one another in private religious meetings. Upon
this occasion Mr. Whitefield wrote hisletter to Dr. Dui'ell,

Vice Chancellor of the University f

In the summer he went once more to Edinburgh.^
where his Orphan-House-Park congregations were as

large, attentive and affectionate as ever.

August 3, soon after his return to London, Mrs. White-
field was attacked with an inflammatory fever, and the 9ih
of Angust she died. The 14th of the month he preach-
ed her funeral sermon^ from liom, viii 20 : and, Septem-
ber 12, he writes,

" I have been in hopes of my own de-

parture. Through hard riding and frequent preaching, I

have burst a vein. The flux is in a great measure stop-

ped, but rest and quietness are strictly enjoined. We
were favoured with glorious gospel gales this day fort-

night, and several preceding days, at opening Lady
Huntingdon's Chapel, and a place of pious education in

Wales.'")

* His text was Luke si. 2. "Thy kingdom come."
The place was quite full, and many went away for want of

room. A great number of dissenting ministers were

present ; probably more than ever before met to Ipear a
church clergyman preach. He afterwards dined with the

ministers, and the whole company at Drapei'*s hall, where
he was treated with great respect. All was very harmo-
nious, and gave him great pleasure in reflection.

t See his Works, vol. IV.

I From his Memorandom-Book. "
August 24, 1768.

•Opened good Lady Huntingdon's Chapel and College, in

the parish of Talgarth, Brecknockshire, South- Wales.
Preached from Exodus xx. 24, * In all places where I

record my name, I will come unto thee, and I will bless

thee' August 25, gave an exhortation to the students,
in the College Chapel, from Luke l 15.—"He shall be

great in the sight of the Lord." Sunday, August 28.

?reach<^d in the Cour^ before the College, (the congrega-

y
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September 26, lie writes concerninj^ his friend and feF-

lowlabourt-r, Mr. Midilleion— '^ He is now made ptrt'ectly
Wiiole. He was buried froiii the Tabernacle lust Wed-
nesday evening, and a subscripiion is opened for his four^

orphans. In the midst of his loiturinsj; pains, being asked

by his daughter how he was, he ans veied,
" A heaven

upon earth.'* Soon afterwards he fell asleep in Jesus.

From his letters dated in November and December it

appears he was in a very poor state of health, yet still con-

tinued to preach, as often as he was able.

" Bristol, November 12. i..ast night, I hope, the Re-
deemer manifested forth his giory. Friday evening, and
the follovfin^ Sunday, I shall preach- at Bath. In three

•weeks I expect to reach London, except called before that

period to reside at tii3 New-Jerusalem The pleasing

prospect lies day and ni^ht o\nn before me."
Next Spring, 1769, he seems to have recovered a little,

for we find him preaching more frequently. It gave him

great pleasure to see some more of the nobility joined to

Lady H n's society.
'' Some n-ore co?onets, I hear,

are likely to be laid at the Redeemer's feet. They glit-

ter gloriuusly when set in and surrounded vath a crown of

thorns."

In the month of May, he preached at Kingswood, Bris-

tol, Bradford, Frome, Chij.penh -.m, Rodborough, Castle-

comb, Dursley ; but deferred his western circuit on ac-

count of the opening the Chapel at Tunbridge.

July 23, 1769, he opened Lady Huntingdon's new Chap-
el at 'i'unbridge- Weils. Pleached from Gt-nesis xx\iii.

17—<^ This is none other but the house of God, and this

is the gate of heaven "^
In the evening, the congregation

being too large to be contained in the Chapel, he preach-
ed out of doors, from a mount in the Court before the

Chapel ; after which he gave a geneial exhorlution ; and

next day administered the sacrament, and preached from
L T'ness. ii II, 12.

Now he seriously began to prepare for another voyage ;

tion consisting of some thousands) from I Cor. iii. 1 1—
^ Other foundation can no man lay thun that which is laid-

Vr'hich is Jcsjus Chrisj:.'!
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aud in the beginning of September he embarked the sev-

enth and last time for America.*

CHAP. XX.

From his last enibarkifig' for America^ to his Deaths Sefi'

tember 50, 1770.

MR. WHITEFIELD was detained near a month
in the Downs by contrary winds ;t but he improved his

time, as usual, in„ writing many excellent letters, and

preaching on board ; and sometimes came ashore and

preached, both at Deal and Ramsgate.
The following extract of Mr. Whitefield's Manuscript

Journal, relative to this period, cannot be unacceptable.
"
Saturday, September 2. Had a most awful parting

season at Tottenham-Court Chapel sacrament last Sun-

day morning ; the sermon from Genesis xxviii. 12 ; and
the same at Tabernacle (which was more than full) on

Wednesday morning at seven o'clock. This day dined at

my worthy, fast and iried friend, Mr. Keen's ; and, having
comfortably settled and left all my outward concerns in his

hands, I took an affectionate leave-, and, in company with

some dear friends, this evening reached Gravesend, where
others met us. We supped and conversed together, in

some degree, I trust, like persons who hoped ere long to

sit down together at the marriage-feast of the supper of

the Lamb. Hasten, O Lord, that wished-for time !

"
Sunday, September 3. Preached this morning at the

Methodist Tabernacle, from John xii. 32. The congre-
gation was not very large ; but God gave me great free-

dom of speech, and made it indeed a house of God, and

gate of heaven. In the afternoon 1 preached in the mar-

* In the Friendship, Capt. Ball. " I am comforted on

every side. A civil Captain and passengers. All wiUmg
to attend on divine worship, and to hear of religious
things."

t One ship was lost, but the passengers escaped in the
boats.
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ket-place, fi'om Genesis iii. 19, to a much larger but noi^

more devout auditory. In the oui-skiris, as mi^ht nalu-

rally be expected, some were a Utile noisy, but u great

body was veiy attentive, and I was enabled to lift up my
voice like a trumpet. The remainder of the evening was

spent, as the night before, vviih my christian London
friends ; wlio with me, less t!ian the leabt of all, exceed-

ingly rejoiced at the opportunity of a parting strcet-mar-

kel-place preaching, where, I trust, some pennyless bank-

rupt sinners were made wijiing to buy gospel wine and

milk, without money and without price. May the great

day show that this hope vvas not altoirethcr ill-grounded i

"
Monday, September 4. Had my dear christian fiiends

on board to breakfast with me this morning. Conversa-
tion was sweet, but parting bitter. " What mean you
(i»aid the Apostle) to weep and break my heart 1" How*
ever, through infinite mercy 1 was helped to bear up, and
after their departure the Divine Presence made up the
loss of all, even with new creature- comfor's. Lord, if

this Divine Presence go not with and accompany me all

the way, for thy infinite mercy's sake, suffer me not to go
one step farther.

But I believe thy promise. Lord ;

Oh ! help my unbelief.
"
Tuesday, September 5. The captain not coming

down as was expected, we did not weigh anchor till this

morning's ebb.
" The winds being contrary, and the weather hazy, we

did not arrive in the Dovi'ns till the Friday following. I?i-

tcri?ny I had the opportunity of conversing a little with the

pilot, and steerage passengers. All attended divine wor-

ship very orderly, and thanked me for my offer of lending
them books, and giving them what assistance lay in my
power towards making their voyage comfortable. • All

seemed thankful, and the pilot parted with tears in his

eyes. May the great and never- failing Pilot, the x\l mighty
Jesus, renew us, and take us all into his holy protection,
and then all must necessarily end in our safe arrival in the

haven of eternal rest !

*'
Tuesday, September 12. Preached last Sunday morn-

ing to my little flock on board, and was most, agreeably

surprised to day with a kind, unexpected visit from tjii»
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Rev. Dr. Gibbons. His discoui'jie was very friendly and

devout.

Wednesday, September 13. I \vent ashore and attend-

ed on an ordination solemnity at the dissenting meeting.
Seveml ministers associitted. Several very important

questions were asked and answered before, and a solemn

charge given after, imposition of hands. But the prayer

put up in the very act of laying on of hands, by Dr Gib-

bons, was so affecting, and the looks and behaviour of

those that joined so serious and solemn, thut 1 hardly
know when I was more struck, under any one's ministra-

tion The Ordination being over, at ;ne desire of the

ministers, and other geutlenien, I went and dined with

Ihem. Our conversation was edifying. And being in-

formed that many vvere desirous to hear me preach, I

willingly compiled, and 1 trust some seed was bown the

same evening at Deal, \\ hich, by God's heavenly blessing,

will spring up to life eternah The people of Deal bcemt-d

very civil, and some came to me who had not foi gotten

my preaching to them and their deceased friends and pa-

rents, thirty two years ago.
"

Friday, September 14, 15. I had received most

pressing invitations to visit Ramsgate, many weeks ago.
These vvere now repeated by many of that place, wiio

came to the ordination at Deal ; so there was no resisting
their impormnity. We reached Ramsgate about two,
took some refreshment, and there I preached about four,

not to a very large, but an attentive and affected auditory.
This I did also the morning following ; and was most

agreeably entertained wirh the discourse and good memory
of one, in particular, who had been my fellow-passenger
and frequent hearer, many years ago, in the Wilmington,

Captain Darling, bound to Piscataway, in New-England.
The people's behaviour here was so undissembledly gen-
erous, frank, genteel, and Christian, that I know not where
I have been more pleased and delighted. Being quite

uneasy, lest by slaying longer I should be unready if the

wind should turn favourable, I went early on Sunday
morning to Deal, and from thence immediately on board,
and preached in the afternoon. This morning came a

surreptitious copy of my '1 abernacle Farewel Sermon,

'v^kcn, as the. shm-t-hand writer profesics, vcrdatiin as I
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spoke it. But surely he is mislakci). The whole is so

injudiciously paragraphed, and so wretchedly unconnected,

that I owe no thanks to the misguided, though it may be

well-meant zeal of the writer and publisher, be who they
will. But such conduct is an unavoidable tax upon popu-

larity. And all that appear for Jesus Christ, and his bles-

sed Gospel must, like their Master, expect to suffer from

the false fire of professing friends, as well as secret malice

of avowed enemies. However, if any one sentence is

blessed to the conviction of one sinner, or the edification of

any individual saint, I care not what becomes of my char-

acter, though I would always pray to be preserved from

bringing upon myself or others needless, unnecessary con-

tempt
*'

Monday, September 25. Weighed anchor last Tues-

day morning, with a small favourable gale and fine weath-

er. So many ships, which had lain in the Downs, mov-

ing at the same time, and gently gliding by us, together
with the prot-pect of the adjacent shore, made a most

agreeable scene. But it proved only a very transient one.

For by that time we got to Fairlee the wind backened,
clouds gathered, very violent gales succeeded, and for

several days we were so tossed, that after coming over

against BrighthelmstQne, the Captain rightly judging,
turned back, (as did many other ships) and anchored over

cigvinst New-Rumsey and Dungeness. Lord, in thine,

own time thou wilt give the winds a commission to carry
us forward toward our desired port

**

At last they got out of the channel, and on the 30th of

November arrived at Charleston in South-Carolina. It

had been a dangerous and trying passage ; yet on his ar-

rival lie found himself in better health than at the end of

any voyage he had made for several years ; and the same

<3ay that he came ashore, he preached at Charleston,

where his reception was as hearty, or heartier, than ever.*

* From his Memorandum Book. " For the h\st week

(November 1769) we were beating about our port, within

sight of it, and confined for two days in Five-fathom Hole,

just over the bar. A dangerous situation, as the wind
blew hard, and our ship, like a young Christian, for want
of more ballast; v/ould not obey the helm. But, through
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Here Mr. Vv right came to meet him, and acquainted
Iiim that all was in great forwardness at Bethesda. An-i

when he arrived there, ne writes, "January, 1770. Lvery^

thing exceeds my most sanguine expectations. And the

increase of this Colony is almost incredible."*

The great regard which the Colony of Georgia thought
themselves bound to express towards Mr. Whitefield, at

this time particularly, appears from the following authen-

tic papers.
" Commons House of Assembly, Monday, January 29,

1770. Mr. Speaker reported, that he, with the House,

having waited on the Rev. Mr. Whitefield, in consequence
of his invitation at the Orphan-house Academy, heard him

preach a very suitable and pious sermon on the occasion ;

and with great pleasure observed the promising appear-
ance of improvement towards the good purposes intended,
and the decency and propriety of behaviour of the several

residents there ; and were sensibly affected, when they
saw the happy success which has attended Mr. White-
field's indefatigable zeal for promoting the welfare of the

province in general, and the Orphan-house in particular.

Ordered, That this Report be printed in the Gazette.

John Simpson, Clerk."

Extract from the Georgia Gazette. <* Savannah, Jan-

uary 31, 1770. Last Sunday, his Excellency the Gov-
ernor, Council and Assembly, having been invited by the

Rev. Mr. George Whitefield, attended at divine service in

the Chapel of the Orphan-house Academy, where prayers
Trere read by the Rev. Mr. Ellington, and a very suitable

sermon was preached by the Rev. Mr. Whitefield, from
Zechariah iv. 10. * For who hath despised the day of

infinite mercy, on November 30, a pilot-boat came and
took us safe ashore to Charleston, after being on board
almost thirteen weeks.—Friends received me most cor-

dially. Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his

mercies. Oh, to begin to be a Christian and Minister of
Jesus."

* Two wings were added to the Orphan-house, for the
accommodation of students ; of which Governor Wright
condescends to lay the foundation, March 25, 1769. Sec
Vol. in.

V
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small things ?' to the general satisfaction of the auditory ;

in which he took occasion to mention the many discour-

agements he met with, well known to many there, in car-

rying on this institution, for upwards of thirty years past,
and the present promising prospect of its future and more
extensive usefulness. After divine service the company
%vcre very politely entertained with a handsome and plen-
tiful dinner ; and were greatly pleased to see the useful

improvements made in the house, the two additional wings
for apartments for students, one hundred and fifty feet each
in length, and other lesser buildings, in so much forward-
ness ; and the whole executed with taste, and in a master-

ly manner
;
and being sensible of the truly generous and

disinterested benefactions derived to the Province through
his means, they expressed their gratitude in the most re-

spectful terms."

Soon after this he writes from Charleston, February 10,
*•
Through mercy, I enjoy a greater share of bodily health

than I have known for many years. I am nov/ enabled to

preach almost every day. Blessed be God, all things are

in great forwaidness at Bethesda. I have conversed with
the Governor concerning an act of Assembly, for the es-

tablishment of the intended Orphan-house College.* He
ittost readily consents. I have shown him a draught,
which he much approves of; and all will be finished at

my return from the northward. In the mean while the

buildings will be carried on."t

* See a Paper of College Rules, at the end of Vol. HI.
of his Works, wl»ich was found written with his own hand,
and in which he orders the following authors in divinity to

be read :—Henry, Doddridge, Guyle, Burkitt, Willison,
Professor Franck, Boston, Jenks, Hervey, Hall, Edwards,
I'rapp, Pool, Warner, Leighton, Pearson, Owen, Bunyan.
And the Homilies to be read publicly by rotation. H.- in-

tended to publish a new cxlition of the Homilies, tiie Pre-

face to which (with prayers on several occasions) is to be

seen in Vol IV.

t
" Since my being in Charleston, I have shewn the

draught to some perrons of great eminence and influ-

cjice. They highly approve of it, and willingly consent

to he sornc cf the Wardens, Nef.v trrenty are to ^p «ff
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His letters of a later date are in the same strain, full of

expressions of gratitude to Providence for the good staleof

his health, and how exceedingly happy he was at Bethesda ;

and of his purpose (after he had travelled in the northern

parts all summer) to return to his beloved Bethesda, late

in the f^dl. But this event never happened^
From Philadelphia, May 24, he writes,

" I have no\3r

been here near three weeks. People of all ranks flock as

much as ever. Impressions are made on many, and I

trust they will abide. Notwithstanding I preach twice on

the Lord's day, and three or four times a week besides, yet
I am rather better than I have been for many years.'*

Again, Philadelphia, June 14. "This leaves me just
veturned fiom a one hundred and fifty miles circuit, in

which, blessed be God, I have been enabled to preach eve-

ry day. So many invitations are sent from various quar-
ters, that I know not which way to turn myself*'

And, New-York, June 30. " N^xt week I purpose to

go to Albany. From thence, perhaps, to the Oneida In-

dians. There is to be a very large Indian Congress. Mri
Kirkland accompanies me. He is a truly Christian min-
ister and missionary. Every thing possible should be
done to strengtiien his hands. Perhaps I may not se^

Georgia till Christmas."*

And again, from New-York, July 29, he writes,
" Dii-

Georgia, and about six of this place ; one of Philadelphia ;

one of New-York ;
one of Boston ; three of Edinburgh ;

two of Glasgow ; and six of London. Those of Georgia
and South Carolina are to be qualified ; the others, to be

only honorary, corresponding Wardens."
* In his Memorandum Book is the following remark :

"July 2, \770. Sailed from New-York with Mr. Kirk-

land, and two kind old friends, and arrived at Albany July
6. Was kindly received by Mr. Bays and Domaine Wes-
taloe. Preached the same evening, and went the next day
to see the Cohoes Falls, twelve miles from Albany. (J

thou wonder working God I Preache<l twice on the Lord's

day at Albany, and the next day at Schenectady, and was
struck at the delightful situation of the place. Heard af-

terwards that the vvord ran and was glorified, both there

and at Albany. Grace, Grace I"
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ring this month I have been above a five hundred miles

circuit, and have been enabled to preach and travel through
the heat every day. The congregations have been very
large, attentive, and afiecled, particularly at Albany, Sche-

nectady, Great Barrington, Norfolk, Salisbury, Sharon,.
Smiihfield, Poughkecpsie, Fishldll, New-Rumbart, New-
Windsor, aiid Peckbkill. Invitations crowd upon me both
from ministers and people, from many quarters. I hope
to set out for Boston in two or three days."
When he was at liosion, Sept. 1 7, he writes to Mr.W—

at Bethesda, '' Fain would I contrive to come by Captain
Souder, from Philadelphia, but people are so importunate
for my stay in these parts, that I fear it will be impractica-
ble. I'wo or three evenings ago, I was taken in the night
with a violent flux, attended with retching and shivering ;

but through mercy I am restored, and to-morrow morning
hope to begin again I hope it haih been well with you,
and all my family. Hoping ere long to see you, 8cc."

And lastly, to his dear friend Mr. R K n, in

London: '' Portsmouth, New-Hampshire, Sept. 23. By
this time I thought to be moving southward ; but never
was greater importunity used to detain me longer in these

parts. Poor Nev/- England is much to be pitied : Boston

people most of all. How grossly misrepresented !—You
will see by the many invitations, what a door is opened
for preaching the everlasting Gospel. I was so ill on Fri-

day last that I could not preach, though thousands were

v/aiting to hear. Well ! the day of release will shortly
come ; but it does not seem yet : for by riding sixty miles
I am better, and hope to preach here to-morrow. If spa-
red so long, I hope to see Georgia about Clnistmas. Still

pray and praise. Hoping to see all dear friends about the

lime proposed, and earnestly desiring a continued interest

in all your prayers. Sec."

From the 17th to the 20th of Sept. he preached daily afe

Boston ; Sept. 20, at Newton ; Sept. 21, he set out from

Boston, upon a tour to the eastward, pretty much indispo-
;,ed : preached at Portsmouth, in New-Hampshire, Sept.
23

;
and from that to the 29ih continued preaching every

day ; thrice at Portsmouth, once at Kittery, and once at

Old-York. Saturday morning, Sept. 29, he set out for

Boston ; but before he came to Newburyport, where he-
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i.ad enj^ap^ed to preach next morning, he was importuned
to preach by the way, at Exeter. At this last pi ice he

preached in the open air, to accommodate the multitudes

that came to hear hiii), no house being able to con ain

thcni. He continued his discourse near two hours, was

greatly fatit^ued, and in the afternoon set out for Newbu-

ryportj wheie he arrived that evening ; went early to bed,

it being Saturday night, intending to preach the next day.

He awaked several limes in the night, and complained
much of a difficuky of breathing. At 6 o'clock, on the

Lord's day mornmg, he expired in a fit of the asthma.

Mr Richard .Smith, who accompanied Mr. Whiieiield

from Engl.^nd to America the last time, and in his jour-

Deyings wUen there, to the time of his death, hath given
a particul^ account of his death and interment, which it

may not be improper to insert.
« On Saturday, Sept. 29, 1770, IMr. Whitefleld rode

from Portsmouth to Exeter, (fifteen miles) in the morning,
and preached there to a very great multitude, in the fields.

It is remarkable, that before he went out to preach that

day, (which proved to be his last sermon) Mr. Clarkson,

senior, observing him more uneasy than usual, said to

him, "
Sir, you are more fit to go to bed than to preach."

Mr. VVhitefield answered, * True Sir,' but turning aside,

he clasped his hands together, and looking up, said,
* Lord

Jesus, I am weary in thy work, but not of thy work. L' I

iiave not yet finished my course, let me go and speak for

thee once more in the fields, seal thy truth, and come
home and die.* The text he preached from was. 2 Cor,
xii. 5. He dined at Captain Oilman's. After dinner, Mr.
Whitsfield and Mr Parsons rode to Ncwburyport. I did not

get there till tv.'o hours after them. I found them at sup-
per. I asked Mr. Whitefieid how he feit himself after

his journey. He said,
' he was tired, therefore he supped

early and would go to bed.* He eat a very little supper,
talked but little, asked Mr. Parsons to dischar-e thetuble,
and perform family duty ; and then retired up stairs. He
said that he would sit and read till I came to him ; which
I did as soon as possible, and found him reading in the Bi-

ble, with Dr. Watts' Psahns lying open before him,. He
asked me for some water-gruel, and took about half his

Hsua! quantity j and, kneeling down by the bed-side, closed.

P2
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the evening with prayer. After a little conversation, he
went to rest, and slept till two in the morning, when he
uv/oke me, and asked for a little cider; he drank about a
wine glass full. I asked him how he felt, for he seemed
40 pant for breath. He told me his asthma was coming
on him again ;

''
I must liave two or three days' rest.—

Two three days riding, without preaching, would set me
\ip again." Soon afterwards he asked me to put the win-
dow up a little higher (though it was half up all night) for,

?.aid he,
* I cannot breathe, but I hope I shall be better by

and by; a good pulpit-sweat to-day may give me relief; I

shall be belter after preaching.' I said to him I wished he
v/ould not preach so often. He replied,

' I had rathei^

wear out, than rust out.' I then told him I v/1'9 afraid he
took cold in preaching yesterday, lie said he believed he
had ; and then sat up in the bed, and prayed that God
V'ould be pleased to bless his preaching where he had

been, and also bless his preaching tliat day, that more
souls might be brougtit to Christ, and prayed for direction

whether he should winter at Boston, or hasten to the south-

v/ard ; prayed for a blessing on his Bethesda College, and
Lis dear family there ; for Tabernacle and Chapel congre-

gations, and all his connexions on t!ie other side the water,
and then laid himself down to sleep again. This was nigh
three o'clock. At a quarter past four he waked, and said,
'

2ily asthma, my asthma is coming on : I wish I had not

given out word to preach at Haverhill on Monday ; I don't

think I sliall be able ; but I shall see what to-day will bring
forth. If I am no better to-morrow, I will take a two or

three days' ride.' He then desired me to warm him a

little giHiel, and in breaking the fite-vvood I waked Mr.
Parsons ; who, thinking 1 knocked for him, rose and came
in. He went to Mr. VVhitefield's bed-side, and ask^d him
how he felt himself. He answered, * 1 am almost suffo-

cated, 1 can scarce breathe : my asthma quite chokes,

ine.' I was then not a little surprised to hear how quick
and with what difficulty he drew his breath. He got out

of bed, and went to the open window for air. This was-.

exactly at five o'clock. I went to him, and for about the

space of five minutes I saw no danger, only that he had a

great difficulty in breathing, as I had often seen before,

fSoon afterwards he turned himself to me; and said; Iq?^.
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dying. 1 said, I hope not, Sir. He ran to the other win-

dow panting for breath, but could get no relief. It waa

agreed 1 should go for Dr. Sawyer; and on my coming
back I saw death on his face, and he again said, / am dying.
His eyes were fixed, his under-lip drawing inward every
time he drew his breath ;

he went towards the windowj
and we offered him some warm wine and lavender dropsj
which he refused. 1 persuaded him to sit down in the

chair, and have his cloak on ;
he consented by a sign, but

could not speak. I then offered him the glass of warm
wine ; he took half of it, but it beemed as if it would have

stopped his breath entirely. In a little time he brought
up a considerable quantity of phlegm and wind. I tiien

began to have some small hopes. Mr. Parsons said he

thought Mr. U'hitefield breathed more freely than he did,

and would recover. I said. No sir, lie is certainly dying.
1 was continually employed in taking the phlegm out of

his mouth with a handkerchief, and batiiing his temples
with drops, rubbing his wrists, &;c. to give him relief, if

possible ;
but all in vain

;
his hands and feet were cold as

clay. When the doctor came in, and saw him in the chaiR

leaning on my breast, he felt his pulse, and said,
" He is a

dead man " Mr. Parsons said,
" I do not believe it ; you

must do something, doctor." He said,
" I cannot ; he i-s

now near his last breath." And indeed it was so ; for h©
fetched but one gasp, stretched out his feet, and breathed
no more. This was exactly at 6 o'clock.- We continued

rubbing his legs, hands and feet with warm cToths, and
bathed him with spirits for some time ; but all in vain. I

Ihen put him into a vvarm bed, the doctor standing by, and
often raised him upright, continued rubbing him and put-

ting spirits to his nose for an hour, till all hopes were gone.
The people came in crowds to see him ; I begged the
doctor to shut the door.

The Rev. Mr. Parsons, at whose house my dear Maste^
died, sent for Captain Fetcomb, and Mr. Boardman. and
others of his Elders and Deacons, and they took the whole
care of the burial upon themselves, prepared the vault,
and sent and invited the bearers. Many ministers of all

persuasions came to the house of the Hev Mr. Parsons,
where several of them gave a very particular account of

their first awakening under his ministry, several years ago%.
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and also of many in their congregations, that to their

knowlecl[^d, unoer God, o^ved i heir conversion vvholly to
his coniinj^ amon^ ihem, ofien repeatini^ the blessed sea-
sons they had enjoyed under his preaching; : and all said,
that this last vis;it was attendefj vviih more power than any
other, and that ail c.ppo:^iiiun fell before him. i'hen one
and other of them pity and pray for his dear Tabernacle
and Chapirl coni^rei^ations, and it was truly affecting to

hear thein bemoan America's and En.<land's loss. Thus
they continued for two hours conversing about his great
usefulness, and praying that God would scatter his gitts
and drop his mimile among them. When the corpse was

placed at the foot of the pulpit, close to the vault, the Rev.
Mr. Dciniel Rogers mac'e a very affecting prayer, and

openly confessed that, under God, he owed his conversioa
to the labors of that dear man of God, whose precious re-
mains now lay before them. 1 hen he cried out, '' O my
father, my father 1" then stopped . nd wept, as though his

heart would break, and the people weeding ail tiirough
the place Then he recovered, and finished his prayer,
and sat down and wept. Then one of the deacons gave
«ut that hymn, Why do we mourn defiarting friends ?
Some of the people weepuig, some singing, and so on al-

ternately. The Rev. Mr Jewet pieached a funeral dis-

course, and made an ctfTecticnate address to his brethren
to lay to heart the death of that useful man of God ; beg-
ging that he and they might be upon their watch-towep,
and endeavor to follow bis blessed example. The corpse
was then put into the vauli, and all conchided witn a short

prayer, and dismission of the people who went weeping
through the streets to their respective places of abode.'*

^ The melancholy news of Mr. Whi'efield's death reach-
ed Lomlon on Monday, Nov. 5, 1770, by the Boston Ga-
zette, and by three letters fr;>m different persons at Bos-
ton, to his friend Mr. Keen, who also by the same post re-

ceived two of his own hand writing, written in health : one
seven, the other five days before iiis death. Mr. Keen
had the melancholy event notified the same night at the

Tabernacle, and the next night at Tottenham-Court Chap-
el. His next step was to consider of a proper person to

preacii the funeral sermon ; and recollecting he had often
said to Mr. Wniiefield, If you die abroad, whom shall \Ye
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get to preach your funeral sermon ? Must it he your old

friend the Rev. Mr. John Wesley ? and having received

constantly for answer, " He is the man," Mr. Keen ac-

cordingly vmlcd on the Rev Mr Wesley on the Saturday

following, and engaged him to preach it on the Lord's

clay, Nov. 18, which he did to a very large, crowded and

mournful auditory ; many hundreds going away, who could

not possibly get in.

In both the places of worship the pulpits Sec. were hnng
with black cloth, and the galleries vvuh fine black baize.

The pulpits had escutcheons placed in front, and on each

of the houses adjoining, hatchments were put up : the

motto on each was, Mea vitce Soliis^ et Gloria Clirhtus»

Six months expired before the mourning was taken down,
and the escutcheons hung up in each vestry. The hatch-

ments remained twelve months, and, when taken down,
one was placed in the Tabernacle, and the other in the

Chapel, over a neat marble monument Mr. Whitefield

had erected for his wife, with room left for a few lines re-

specting himself after his disease, as he purposed lying in

the same vault, had he died in England. Accordingly the

Rev. Mr. Knight, of Halifax in Yorkshire, drew up the

following lines :

JJ^ MEMORY OF

The Rev. Mr, George IFHifEFiELD, J. M, Chaplain to

the Right Honourable the Countess of Huntingdon^ whose

Soul, made meet Jor Glory, nvas taken to Immamiel's bO"

aom. on the SOth of Sept, 1770 ; and ivhosr body now lies

ill the silent Grave at JVeivbury/iort, near Boston in Aew-
E,nglaiuU there deposited in the hope of a joyful Resur^
rection to eternal Life and Glory.

He was a Man eminent in Piety, of a humane, benevolent

and chantable Disposition : his Zeal in the Cause of God
was siTigular, his Labours indefatigable^ and his Succe&s

in preaching the Gospel, remarkable and astonishing.^-^
He departed this Life in the b^th year of his age—

,And, like his Master, was by some despised ;

Like him. by many others lov^d and prized :

But th'irs shall be the everlasting Crown,
J'J'ot whom the JVorld, but Jesus Christ, will own.
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Mr. Whitefielfl was not full fifty-six years of a^e at the
time of his death : tinrry four years of which he spent in

the ministry. And if life is to be measured by the j^reat-
est activity and enjoyment ; such as hein;^ always intent

upon some good design, and vjororous in the pursuit of it ;

filling up every day with actions of importance, worthy of
a man and a Christian ; seeinfc^ much of the world, and

havini^- a constant flow of the most lively affections, both
of the social and religious kind ; Mr. VVhitefield, in these

thirty-four years, may be said to have lived more than

most men do, though their lives were prolonged fur many
ages.

CHAP. XXI.

»i Description of his Person ; a Revievj of his Life ; and
the most striking Parts of his Character Jiointed out.

HIS person was graceful and well proportioned ; his

stature rather above the middle size. His complexion was-

very fair. His eyes were of a dark blue colour, and small,
but sprightly. He had a squint with one of them.* His
features were in ^encr il good and re:<ular. His counte-

nance was manly, and his voice exceeding strong ; yet
both were softened by an uncommon degree of sweetness.

He was always very clean and neat, and often said, plea*

santly,
" that a minister of the gospel ought to be without

spot.'* His deportment was decent and easy, without the

least stiffness of formality ; and his engaging, polite man-
ner, made his company universally agreeable In his

youth he was very slender, and moved his body with great

agility to action, suitable to his discourse ; but about the

fortieih year of his age he began to grow corpulent, which
however was solely the effect of his disease, being always,
even to a proverb, remarkable for his moderation both in

eating and drinking. Several ptints have been done of

him, which exhibit a very bad likeness.

* Occasioned either by the ignorance or carelessness of

the nurse wno attended him in the measles, when hs was.

about ibur years old.
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In reviewing the life of this exlraoidinaiy man, the fol-

lowint; particulars appear very remarkable :

First, we are struck with his unwearied diligence in the

gffices of religion, and his conscientious improvement of

every portion of his time Early in the morning he rose

to his Master's work, and all the day long was employed
in a continual succession of different duties. Take a

view of his public conduct ; here he is engaged either ia

preaching the gospel, in visiting and giving counsel to the

afflicted, in instructing the ignoratit, or ia celebrating the

praises of God Observe his beliaviour in private com-

pany ; there you hear him introducing, upon all occa-

sions, and among all sorts of people, discourse that tended

to edification. And if you foilow him to his retirements,

you see him writing devout medicai ions upon the occur-

rences of the day, or letters to his chrisiiiin acquaintance,
full of piety and zeal. \\ hat a gloomy iaea muse a $tran-

ger to vital piety entertain of a life spent in this manner 1

He will think it must have been not only joyless and dis-

gusting, but intolerably burthensomc. bar otherwise did

it appear in the experience of this servant of Christ. He
felt the greatest enjoyment when engaged in a constant

round of social and religious duties. In these, whole
weeks passed away like one day. And when he was visi-

ted with any distress or affliction, preac'iing, as he tel's us

himself, was his catholicon, and prayer his antidote atrainst

every trial. The pleasure of a man of business in suc-

cessfully pushing his trade, or of a philo opher when pur-
suing his favorite studies, tnay give us some faint concep-
tion of the joys which he felt : yet, so ardent were his de-

sires after the heavenly h tppiness, that he often longed to

finiih his work, and to go lif.me to his S .viour*

* '' Ble-scd be liod, tiie prospect of death is pleasant
to my soul. I would not live here always. I want to be

gone.
" vSometimes it arises from a fear of falling ; sometimes

from a prospect of future labours and sufferings. But
thcj^e are times when my soul hath such foretastes of

Gody that 1 long more eagerly to be with Him ; and the

prospect of the happiness which the spirits of just men
made perfect nov/ cnjovj cjften carries mc,. as it were iijta

anpihcr world,"
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Again, we are justly surprised at his frequent and fer-

vent preaching under all the disadvantages of a sickly con-

stitution, and the many fits of illness with Tvhich he was

suddenly seize^l. It must indeed be confessed, that change
of air, frequent travelling on horseback, and the many voy-
ages he made, might contribute to the preservation of his

health and vigour : but when we consider what exertion
of voice was necessary to reach his large congregations j

that he preached generally twice or thrice every day, and
often four times on the Isold's day ; and, above all, what
waste of strength and spirits every sermon must have cost

him, through the earnestness of his delivery ; it is truly

astonishing how his constitution could hold out so long.*
But there is anoiher circumstance not less remarkable

than either of the former, which is, the uncommon desire

that all sorts of people expressed to attend his preaching ;

and that not upon the first or second visit only, but at eve-

ry succeeding opportunity. VV herever he went, prodi-

gious numbers flocked to hear him. His congregations
often consisted of four or five thousand ; in populous pla-
ces they swelled to ten, sometimes fourteen, and upon
some occasions the concourse was so great that they have
been computed to be from twenty to thirty thousand.

It is wonderful to think how he commanded the atten-

tion of such multitudes ; with what composure they listen-

ed when he began to speak ; how they hung upon his lips,
and were often dissolved in tears ; and this was the case

with persons of the most hardy and rugged, as well as

those of softer tempers.
His eloquence was indeed very great, and of the truest

and noblest kind. He was utterly devoid of all appearance
of affectation. He seemed to be quite unconscious of the

talents he possessed. The importance of his subject, and
the regard due to his hearers, engrossed all his concern.

He spake like one who did not seek their applause, but
was concerned for their best interests, and who, from a

principle of unfeigned love, earnestly endeavoured to lead

them in the right way. And the eiTect in some measure

corresponded to the design. They did not amuse them-
selves with commending his discourses ; but, being per-

'« I preach UU I sweat through and through.
""
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suaded by what he said, entered into his views, felt his

passions, and were wiHirjg,for that time at least, to comply
with all his requets. This v/as especially remarkuble at

his charity sermons,* when the most worklly-n^inded were

made to part with their money in so generous a manner,
that when they returned to their former temper they were

ready to think that it had been conjured from them by
some inexplicable charm. The charm, however, .was no-

thing else than the power of his irresistible eloquence, in

which respect it is not easy to say whether he was ever

excelled, either in ancient or modern times.

He had a strong and musical voice, and a wonderful

command of it. His pronunciation was not only proper,
but manly and graceful. Nor was he ever at a loss for the

most natural and strong expressions. Yet these in him
were but lower qualities. The grand sources of his elo-

quence were, an exceeding lively imagination, which made

people think they saw what he described; an action stiU

more lively, if possible, by which, while every accent of

his voice spoke to the ear, every feature of his face, eve-

ry motion of his hands and body, spoke to the eye ; so that

the most dissipated and thoughtless found their attention

involuntarily fixed, and the dullest and most ignorant could

not but understand. He had likewise a certain elevation

of mind, which raised him equally above praise and cen-

sure, and added great authority to whatever he said.f But
"What was perhaps the most important of all, he had a heart

deeply exercised in all the social, as well as pious and re-

ligious affections, and was at the same time most remark-

ably communicative, by which means he was peculiarly
fitted to awaken like feelings in others, and to sympathize
with every one that had them.

This last, some have thought, was the distinguishing

* Which he preached for a great many others, besides

his own Orphans in Georgia.
t

" The Lord only knows how he will be pleased to dis-

pose of me ; great afflictions I am sure of having ; and a

sudden death, blessed be God, will not be terrible. I know
that my Redeemer liveth. I every day long to see Him,
that 1 may be free from the remainder of sin, and enior

hjm, without interruption forever.**

Q
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part of his character. It was certainly, however, an emi-
nent part of it. In his Journals and Letters an impartial
reader will find instances thereof in almost every page :

such as, lively gratitude to God in the first place, and to

all whom God had used as instruments of good to him ;

sincere love in dealing so plainly with his correspondents
about the interest of their souls ; frequent and particular
intercession for his friends, his enemies, and all mankind ;

great delight in the society of christian acquaintance ;

many very sorrowful partings and joyful meetings with
his friends ; tender-heartedness to the afBicted ; the pleas-^

wre in procuring and administering seasonable supply to

the indigent ; and condescension to people of the lowest

rank, to instruct and converse with them for their good,
in as kind and sociable a manner as if he had been their

brother or intimate friend. These are manifest proofs
that he had a heart easily susceptible of every humane,
tender and compassionate feeling. And this was certainly
a great mean of enabling him so strongly to affect the

hearts of others.

Had his natural talents for oratory been employed in se-

cular affairs, and been somewhat more improved by the

refinements of art and the embellishments of erudition, it

is possible they would soon have advanced him to distin-

guished wealth and renown. But his sole ambition was,
to serve a crucified Saviour, in the ministry of the gospel.
And, being early convinced of the great hurt that has been
done to Christianity by a bigoted spirit, he insisted not up<-

on the peculiar* tenets of a party, but upon the universal-

ly interesting doctrines of holy scripture concerning the

ruin of mankind by sin, and their recovery by divine grace ;

doctrines, the truth of which he himself had deeply felt.

To make men sensible of the misery of their alienation

from God, "and of the necessity of justification by faith in

lite Lord Jesus Clirist, of regeneration by the Holy Spirit,

tlnd of a life of devotedness to God, was the principal aim

* "
I love all tl'.at love our Lord Jesus Christ."

" Oh ! how do I long to see bigotry and party-zeal taken

•away, and all the Lord's servants more knit together \"
'• I wish all names among the saints of God were swal-

^3WLd up in that one of Christian."
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of all his discourses. " The only Methodism I desire to

know (says he, in tlie Preface to his Journals, 175 6) is a

holy method of dying to ourselves, and of livins^ to God."

By this description he was far from intending to con-

line true religion to the exercises of devotion. By " liv*

ing to God," he meant a constant endeavor after confor-

mity to the divine will in all things. For he says in an-

other place,
" It is a great mistake to suppose that reli-

gion consists only in saying our prayers. Every christian

lies under a necessity to have some particular calling

thereby he may be a useful member of the society to

which he belongs. A man is no further holy than he is

relatively holy ; and he only will adorn the gospel of our

Lord Jesus Christ in all things, who is careful to perform
all the civil offices of life, with a single eye to God's glory,
and from a principle of lively faith in Jesus Christ our Sa-

viour. This is the morality vvjiich we preach." He used

also to give this definition of true religion
—" that it is a

vmiversal morality founded upon the love of God, and faith

in the Lord Jesus Christ." Licentiousness and luxury,
and all sorts of time wasting and dissipating amusements,
hovv fashionable soever, he constantly inveighed against*
These were the topics on which he employed his elo-

quence.
But, not to dwell any longer on his occomplishments ait

an orator, and the excellent purposes to which, through
the grace of God, he devoted them ; one thing remains to

be mentioned, of an infinitely higher order than any hu-

man powers whatever: and that is, the power of God
which so remarkably accompanied the labors of his ser-

vant, and without which both scripture and experience;
teach us, that all external means, however excellent, are

ineffectual and vain. It is here Mr. Whitefiekl is most to

be envied, were it lawful to envy any man. When we
consider the multitudes that were not only av/akened, but

brought under lasting religious impressions, by his minis-

try, and the multitudes that were wrought upon in the

same manner by the ministry of others, excited by his

example, both in Great Britain and America, we are natu-

rally led into the same sentiments with Mr. Wesley in his

funeral sermon—*' What an honor hath it pleased God to

put upon his faithful servant ! Have we read or heard cS
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any person, Since the apostles, who testified the gospel of
the grace of God through so widely-extended a space,
tlirough so large a part of the habitable world ? Have we
read or heard of any person who called so many thou-
sands, so many myriads, of sinners to repentance ? Above
all, have we read or heard of any who has been a blessed
instrument in his hand of bringing so many sinners from
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God ?"

This excellent character, joined to talents so extraordi-

nary, and to labors whicli God was pleased to bless with
almost unequalled success, was shaded wiUi some infirmi-
ties. And what else could be expected in the present
condition of humanity ? These have been sufficiently laid

open in the preceding Narrative of his Eife. And it ought
to be observed, that as there was something very amiable
in the frankness and unreservedness which prevented his

concealing them, so, through his openness to conviction,
his teachabjeness,* and his readiness to confess and correct

* " May God reward you for watching over my soul.

It is difiicult, I believe, to go through the fiery trial of

popularity and applause, untainted."
" When I am unwilling to be told of my faults, corres-

pond with me no more. If I know any thing of my heart)
I love those best who are most faithful to me in this re-

spect. Henceforward, dear Sir, I beseech you, by the
mercies of God in Christ Jesus, spare me not."

" We must be helps to each other on this side eternity.

Nothing gives me more comfort, next to the assurance of
the eternal continuance of God's love, than the pleasing
reflection of having so many christian friends to watch
with my soul. I wish they would smite me friendly, and

reprove me oftener than they do."
" I rejoice that you begin to know )^ourself. If possi-

ble, Satan will make us think more highly of ourselves
than we ought to think. I can tell this by fatal experi-
ence. It is not sudden flashes of joy, but having the hu-

mility of Christ Jesus, that must denominate us christians.

If we hate reproof, we are so far from being true followers
of the Lamb of God, that, in the opinion of the wisest of

men, we are brutish."
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his mistakes, they became still fewer and sn^saller, de-

creased continually as he advanced in knowledge and ex-

perience.
It would be unjust to his memory not to take notice up-

on this occasion of that uniformity of sentiment which

runs through all his sermons and writings, after he was

thoroughly enlightened in the truth. Indeed, when he

first set out in the ministry, his youth and inexperience
led him into many expressions which were contrary to

sound doctrine, and which made many of the sermons he

first printed justly exceptionable ; but reading, experi-

ence, and a deeper knowledge of his own heart, convinced

him of his errors, and upon all occasions he avowed his

belief of the Thirty-Nine Articles of the Church of Eng-
land, and the Standards of the Church of Scotland, as ex-

pressly founded on the word of God. He loved his friend,

but he would not part with a grain of sacred truth for the

brother of his lieart. Thus we see him constrained to

write and print against the Arminian tenets of Mr John

Wesley, v/hom he loved in the bowels of Jesus Christ.— 

And it appears, from several other Tracts in the 4th vol.

of his Works, that he neglected no opportunity of step-

ping forth as a bold champion in defence of that faith

which was once delivered to the saints,

" O my dear brother, still continue faithful to my soul ;

do not hate me in your heart ;
in any wise reprove me.

" You need make no apology for your plain dealing. I -

love those best who deal most sincerely with me. What-
ever errors I have been or shall be guilty of in my minis°'

try, I hope jLhe Lord will shew m.e, and give mc grace to-

amend/*



EXTRACTS
FROM SOME OF THE

FUNERAL SERMONS

Which ivere Preached on the Occasion of his Death.

TvIANY Sermons were preached upon the occasion
of his death, both in America and England. From these,

though they contain nothing materially different from the

above accounts, yet the reader will probably not be dis-

pleased to see the following extracts, as they not only set

the character of Mr. Whitefield in a variety of lights, but

are so many testimonies to it, by witnesses of undoubted

credit, in different parts of the world.

The first was preached by Mr. Parsoiis, the very day or
which he died,* from Phil. i. 21.—*'

For, to me to live is

*
Early next morning, Mr. Sherburn of Portsmouth,

sent Mr. Clarkson and Dr. Haven with a message to Mr.

Parsons, desiring that Mr. Whilefield's remains mij-ht be

buried in his own new tomb, at his own expence ; and in

the evening several gentlemen from Boston came to Mr.
Pal sons, desiring the body miglit be carried there. But

>as Mr. V/hitefield had repeatedly desired he might be bu-

ried before Mr Parsons' pulpit, if he died at Newbury-
port, Mr Parsons thou2:ht himself obliged to deny both of

these requests. The following account of his interment

is subjoined to this sermon, viz. '' October 2, 1770. At
one o'clock all the bells in town v/ere tolled for half an

hour, and all the vessels in the harbor gave their proper

signals of mourning. At two the bells tolled a second

time. At three the bells called to attend the funeral. The
Rev. Dr. Samuel Haven of Portsmouth, the Rev. Messrs.

Daniel Rogers of Exeter, Jedediah Jevvet and James

Chandler, of Rowley, Moses Parsons of Newbury, and

Edward Bass of Newburyport, were pall-bearers The

procession was from the Rev. Mr. Pi\rsons' of Newbury'
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Chiist, and to die is gain." And this is the character he

gives of his departed friend :—
** Clirist became a principle of spiritual life in his soul,

while he was an Under-gradiiate at the University in Ox-
ford. Before his conversion he v/as a Pharisee of tho

port, where Mr. WhitefieTd died. Mr. Parsons and his

family, tof^eiher with many other respectable persons, fol-

lowed the corpse in mourning. The procession was only-

one mile, and then the corpse was carried into the Presby-
terian church, and placed on the bier in the broad-alley j

when Mr. Rogers mude a very suitable prayer, in the pre-
sence of about six thousand persons, within the walls of

the church, while many thousands were on the outside>

not being able to find admittance. Then, the third hymn
of the second book of Dr. Watts* Spiritual Songs was

sung by the congregation. After this the corpse was puX
into a new tomb, before Mr. Parsons' pulpit, which the

gentlemen of the congregation had prepared for that pur-

pose ; and before it was sealed, the Rev. Mr, Jewet gave
a suitable exhortation, &c."

The following epitaph, (by Thomas Gibbons, S. T. P.)
was afterwards inscribed in Latin.

EPITAPH.
ji vessel chosen and diviyie^ replete

With A^ature's gifts^ a7id Gracc''s richer sioresj

Thou, WnifEFiED^ ivast : these thro'' the luorld disfiens^d^
In long laborious travels.^ thou at length

.Hast reached the realms of rest ^ to nvhich thy'Lord
Has nvelcom^d thee nvith his immense afifilausc.

All hail^ 7ny servant^ in thy various trusts

Found vigilant and faithful : See the fiorts
See the eternal kingdoms of the skies,

With all their boundless glory , boundless joy,
0/icrJd for thy rece/itzo?i and thy bliss.

Mean-time, the body, in its peaceful cell

Refiosing from its toils^ aivaits the Star,
Whose living lustres lead the promis'd morn^
Whose vivifying dews thy mouldei-'d corse

iifiall vinit, and immortal Vfe insjdrc.
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Pharisees, as strict as ever Paul was before God met hivti

on his Avay to Damascus, according to his own declarauon

in his last sermon, which I heard him preach at Exeter

yesterday. He was, by means of reading a very search-

ing, puritanical writer, convinced of the rottenness of all

the duties he had done, and the danger of a self righteous
foundation of hope. When he heard Christ speak to him
in the Gospel, he cried,

' Eord, wl^at wilt thou have me
to do ?' And it seems as if, at that time, it hud b^^en made
known to him that he was a chosen vessel, to bear the

name of Jesus Christ through the British nation and her

colonies, to stand before kings and nobles, and all sorts of

people, to preach Christ and him crucified. From that

time the dawns of salvation had living power in his heart,

and he had an ardent desire to furnish himself for the Gos-

pel ministry. To this end, besides the usual studies at the

College, he gave himself to reading the holy Scriptures, to

meditation and prayer ; and particularly he read Mr. Hen-

ry's Annotations on the Bible upon his knees before God.
" Since my first acquaintance with him, which is about

thirty years ago. I have highly esteemed him, as an excel-

lent christian, and an eminent minister of the gospel. An
heart so bent for Christ, with such a sprightly, active gen-

Jus, could not admit of his stated, fixed residence in one

place, as the pastor of a particular congregation ; and

therefore he chose to itinerate from place to place, and

from one country to another ; which indeed was much
better suited to his talents than a fixed abode would have

been. I often considered him as an angel flying Ihrough.
the midst of heaven, with the everlasiin^j gospel, to preach
unto them that dwell on the earth ; for he preached the

uncorrupted word of God, and gave solemn warnings

against all corruptions of the gospel of Christ.* When

* This may be a proper place to mention what the com*

piler is just now informed of The late Dr. Grosvenor,
who was reputed one of the most eminent divines of his

time, upon hearing Mr. Whitefield preach at Charles-

.^uare, Hoxton, about the year 1741, expressed himself

in these very strong terms, in the presence of a very re-

spectable gentleman now living,
" That if the Apostle,

Paul had preached to this auditory, he ^yould have preach*
ed in the same manner."
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he came the first time to Boston, the venerable Dr. Col-

man (with whom I had a small acquaintance) condescen-

ded to write to me, * That the wonderful man was come,
and they had had a week of Sabbaths ; that his zeal for

Christ was extraordinary ; and yet he recommended him-

self to his many thousand hearers by his engagedness fo^

holiness and souls." 1 soon had opportunity to observe that

wherever he flew, like a flame of fire, his ministry gave a

general alarm to all sorts of people, though before they
had, for a long time, been amazingly sunk down into dead

formality. It was then a time in New-England, that real

christians generally had slacked their zeal for Christ, and
fallen into a remiss and careless frame of spirit ; and hy-

pocritical professors were sunk into a deep sleep of car-

nal security. Ministers and their congregations seemed
to be at ease. But his preaching appeared to be from the

heart, though too many who spake the same things,

preached as if it were indiiferent whether they were re-

ceived or rejected. We were convinced that he believed

the message he brought us to be of the last importance.
Nevertheless, as soon as there was time for reflection, the

enemies of Christ began to cavil and hold up some of his

sallies as if they were unpardonable faults. By such
means he met with a storm as tempestuous as the trou-

bled sea, that casts up mire and dirt. Some of every sta-

tion were too fond of their old way of formality, to part
with it for such a despised cause as living religion. But
the Spirit of Christ set home the message of the Lord

upon the consciences of some, and shook them off their

false hopes : but many began to find fault, and fome to

v/rite against his evangelizing through the country, while
others threatened firebrands, arrows, and death. Yet God
gave room for his intense zeal to operate, and fit objects

appeared, wherever he went, to engage him in preaching
Christ and him crucified.

*' In his repeated visits to America, when his services had
almost exhausted his animal spirits, and his friends were

ready to cry,
"
Spare 'thyself,'* his hope of serving Christ,

and winning souls to him, animated and engaged him to

i-un almost any risque. Neither did he ever cross the At-

lantic, on an itinerating visitation, without visiting his nu-

merous brethren here, to see how religion prospered
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amongst them : and we know that his labors have been
unwearied among us, and to the applause of all his hear-

ers ; and, through the infinite mercy of God, his labors

have sometimes been crowned with great success, in the

conversion of sinners, and the edification of saints. And
though he often returned from the pulpit very feeble, after

public preaching, yet his engaging sweetness of conversa-

tion changed the suspicions of many into passionate love

and friendship.
" In many things his example is worthy of imitation ;

and if in any thing he exceeded or came short, his integ-

rity, zeal for God, and love to Christ and his gospel, ren-

dered him, in extensive usefulness, more than equal to any
of his brethren. In preaching here, and through most

parts of Ameiuca, he has been in labors more abundant,

approving himself a minister of God, in much patience,
in afflictions, in watchings, in fastings ; by pureness, by
Ihe Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned; as sorrowful, yet al-

ways rejoicing ; as having nothing, yet possessing all

things. And God, that comforteth those that are cast

down, has often comforted us by his coming : and not by
his coming only, but by the consolation wherewith he was
comforted in us, so that we could rejoice the more.

" His popularity exceeded all that I ever knew ; and,

though the asthma was sometimes an obstruction to him,
his delivery and entertaining method was so inviting to thp

last, that it would command the attention of the vast mul-
titudes of his hearers. An' apprehension of his concern

to serve the Lord Jesus Christ, and to do good to the souls

of men> drew many thousands after him who never em-
braced the doctrines he taught. He had something so

peculiar in his manner, expressive of sincerity, in all he

delivered, that it constrained the most abandoned to think

he believed what he said was not only true, but of the last

importance to souls ;
and by adapted texts adduced, and

instances of the grace of God, related agreeable thereto,

he often surprized his most judicious hearers.
" His labors extended not only to New-England, and

many other Colonies in British America, but were emi-

nent and more abundant in Great Britain. Many thou-

sands at his Chapel and Tabernacle in London, and in oth-

er places, were witnesses that he faithfully endeavored to
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•Restore the interesting doctrines of the Reformaticm, and

the purity of the Church to its primitive glory. Some

among the learned, some of the mighty and noble, have

been called, by his ministry, to testify for the gospel of

the grace of God. The force of his reasonings against

corrupt principles, and the easy method he had in expo-

sing the danger of them, have astonished the most that

heard him, in all places where he preached. How did he

lament and withstand the modern, un scriptural notions of

religion and salvation, that were palmed upon the chur-

ches of every denomination ! The aftecting change from

primitive purity to fatal heresy, together with the sad ef-

fects of it in mere formality and open wickedness, would

often make him cry, as the Prophet did in another case,
< How is the gold become dim, and the most fine gold

changed I How hath the Lord covered the daughter of

Zion with a cloud, in his anger, and cast down from heaven

to earth the beauty of Israel 1*

" It is no wonder that this man of God should meet with

enemies, and with great opposition to his ministry ; for

*hell trembled before him. It is no more than may be al-

ways expected of the devil, that he should stir up his ser-

vants to load the most eminent ministers of Christ with

calumny, and most impudent lies, and represent them as

the filth and offscouring of all things. All this may be,

and often has been done, under a pretence of great con-

cern for the honor of Christ, and the preservation of gos-

pel order. When Satan*s kingdom tottejs and begins to

fall, he can find men enough to cry, the Church is in dari'

ger ! and that, he knows, is sufficient, with many, to hide

his cloven foot, and make him appear as an angel of light.
" Through a vaiiety of such labors and trials, our woiv

thy friend, and extensively useful servant of Christ, Mr.
Whitefield, passed, both in England and America : but

the Lord was his Sun, to guide and animate him, and his

shield to defend and help him unto the end : neither did

he count his own life dear, so that he might finish his

course with joy, and the ministry that he had received of

the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.
The last sermon that he preached, though under the dis-

advantage of a stage in the open air, was delivered with

such clearness, pathosj. and eloquence^ as to please and
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sui'prlsc the SiUTOuuding thousands. And as he had been
confirmicd by the grace of God, many years before, and
had been waiting and hoping for his last change, he then

declared, that he hoped it was the last time he should ever

preach. Doubtless, he then had such clear views of the

blessedness of open vision, and the complete fruition of

God in Christ, that he felt the pleasures of heaven in his

raptured soul, which made his countenance shine like the

unclouded sun."

The next Sermon was preached by Dr. Pemberton, of

Boston.* Oct. 11, 1770, upon 1 Pet. i. 4. " To an inheri-

tance—reserved in heaven for you.'* In which he says :

" lam not fond of funeral panegyrics. But where per-
sons have been distinguishingly honored by Heaven, and

employed to uncommon service for God's church upon

* The following lines are a part of a poem on Mr. White-
field, which is published along with this sermon, written

by a Negro servant-girl of seventeen years of age ; and
who has been but nine years from Africa, belonging to

Mr. J. Wheatley, of Boston.

<' He /iray*d that grace in every heart might dwell ;

He long''d to see America excel ;

He charged its youth to let the grace divine

jirise^ a7id in their future actions shine*

He offer''d that he did himself receive :

A greater gift not God himself can give.
He U7'g^d the need of Him to every one i
It ivas no less than God's co-equal Son.

Take Him^ ye wretched, for your only good ;

Take Him^ ye starving souls, to be your food.
Ye thirsty^ come to this life-giving stream i

Ye preachers, take Him for joijful theme ;

Take Him, my dear Americans, he said,

Be your complaints in His kind bosom laid.

Take Him, ye Africans ; he longs for you :

Impartial Saviour is his title due.

If you will choose to walk in grace*s roady
You shall be Sons, and Kings, and Priests^ to God^
Great Countess ! lae Americans revere

T^y name^ and tfrus condole thy grief sincere.
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earth, it would be criminal ingratitude to suffer them to

drop into the dust without the most respectful notice.-

* The memory of the just is blessed !' Posterity will view
Mr. Whitefield, in many respects, as one of the most ex-

traordinary characters of the present age. His zealous,
incessant and successful labors, in Europe and America^
are without a parallel.

*' Devoted early to God, he took orders as soon as the

constitution of the established Church in England •llowed.

His first appearance in the work of the ministry was at-

tended with surprising success. The largest churches m
London were not able to contain the numbers that per-

petually flocked to hear his awakening discourses. The
crowds daily increased. He was soon forced into the

fields, followed by multitudes, who hung with silent at-

tention upon his lips, and with avidity received the word
of life. The Spirit of God, in an uncommon measure, de-

scended upon the hearers. The secure were awakened
to a salutary fear of divine wrath ; and inquiring minds
were directed to Jesus, the only Saviour of a revolted

world. The vicious were visibly reclaimed, and those

who had hitherto rested in a form of godliness, v/ere made
acquainted with the power of a divine life. The people
of God were refreshed with the consolation of the blessed

Spirit, and rejoiced to see their exalted Master going on
from conquering to conquer, and sinners of all orders and
characters bowing to the sceptre of a crucified Saviour.

" His zeal could not be confined within the British ibl^

ands. His ardent desire for the welfare of immortal souls

conveyed him to the distant shores of America. We bc-
beld a new star arise in the hemisphere of these western

churches, and its salutary influences were difl'used through
a great part of the British settlements in these remote rc-

JVetv-Englmid sure doth feel ; the OrfihajCs smart
Reveals the true sensatio?is of his heart.

His lonely Tabernacle sees no 7nore,

A Whitefield landing on the British shoYc
Then let us view him in yon azure skies :

Let every mind with this lov'd object rise,

lliou^ tomb^ shalt safe retain thy sacred trusty

Till -life divine re-animates his du^t.'^

R
'•fr
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^ions. We heard with pleasure, from a divine of the

Episcopal communion, those great doctrines of the gospel
winch our venerable tinccstors brought v*'ith them from,

their native country. With a soul elevated above a fond

attachment to forms and ceremonies, he inculcated that

pure and unadulterated religion, for the preservation of

which our fathers banished themselves into an uncultiva-

ted desert. In his repeated progresses through the Col-

onies, he was favored with the same success which atten-

ded him en the other side of the Atlantic. He preached
from day to day in thronged assemblies ; yet his hearers

never discovered the least wearine^is, but always followed

him with increasing ardor. When in the pulpit, every
eye was fixed upon his expressive countenance ; every
ear was charmed with his melodious voice ; all sorts of

persons were captivated with the propriety and beauty of

his address.
" But it is not the fine speaker, the accomplished ora-

tor, that we are to celebrate from the sacred desk ; these

engaging qualities, if not sanctified by divine grace, and

consecrated to the service of Heaven, aie as the sounding
brass, and the tinkling cymbal. When misiniproved, in-

stead of conveying happiness to mankind, they render us

more illustriously miserable.
" The gifts of nature, the acquisitions of art, which

adorned the character of Mr. Whitefield, were devoted to

the honor of God, and the enlargement of the Kingdom
of cur divine Redeemer.—While he preached the gospel,
the Holy Ghost was sent down to apply it to the con-

sciences of the hearers ; the eyes of the blind were open-
ed, to behold the glories of the compassionate Saviour ;

the ears of the deaf were unstopped, to attend to the invi-

tations of incarnate love ; the dead were animated with a

divine principle of life ; many in all parts of the land were
turned from darkness to light, and from the power of Sa-

tan unto Go<^f. These doctrines, which we had been in-

structed in from our infancy by our faithful pastors, seem-
ed to acquire new force, and were attended with uncom-
mon success v.hen delivered by him. His discourses
were not trifling speculations, but contained the most in-

teresting truths
; they were not an empty play of wit, but

•^ojcnm g^ldrcssc^. to the iic?a-tG of men.
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" To convince sinners that they were by nature children

of wrath; by practice, transgressors of the divine law;

and, in consequence of this, exposed to the vengeance of

offended heaven ;
to display the transcendent excellency

of a Saviour, and persuade awakened minds to confide in

his merits and righteousness, as the only hope of a guilty

world ; to impress upon the professors of the gospel, the

necessity, not only of an outward reformation, but an in-

ternal change, by the powerful influences of the Spirit;

to lead the faithful to a zealous practice of the various du-

ties of the christian life, that they may evidence the sin-

eerity of their f^^ith, and adorn the doctrine of God their

Saviour ; these were the reigning subjects of bis pulpit

discourses.
" If sinners were converted, if saints were built up in

faith, holiness and comfort, he attained his utmost aim.
" He was no contracted bigot, but embraced christians

of every denomination in the arms of 'his charity, and ac-

knowledged them to be children of the same Father, ser-

vants of the same Master, heirs of the same undefiled in-

heritance.
" That I am not complimenting the dead, hut speakinjg-

the words of truth and soberness, I am persuaded I have

many witnesses in this assembly.
" He was always received by multitudes with pleasure,

\vhen he favored these parts with his labors ; but he never

had a more obliging reception than in his last visit. ISIen

of the first distinction in the Province not only attended

his ministry, but gave him the highest marks of their re-

spect. With what faithfulness did he declare unto us the

\vhole counsel of God ! With what solemnity did he re-

prove us for our increasing degeneracy ! With what zeal

did he exhort us to remember from whence we were faN

len, and repent and do our first works, lest God should

Gome and remove our candlestick out of its place !

*' Animated with a Godlike design of promoting the

•temporal and spiritual happiness of mankind, after the ex-

ample of his Divine Master, he went about doing good.
In this he persevered with unremitting ardour and assi-

duity, till death removed him to that rest v/hich re-

mains for the people of God. Perhaps no man, since
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the apostolic age, preached oftcner, or with greater suc-v

cess.*
" If we view his private character, he will appear in a

* " As a specimen of his indefatigable labors in the
work of the ministry, I have set down an account of the
Sermons he preached after his arrival at Newport, Rhode-
Island, to the time of his death. He sailed from New-
York, Tuesday, July 3 1, P. M. arrived at Newport, Friday,
August 3, A. M. and preached,

August 4, at Newport,
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most amiable point of light. Tlje polite gentleman, the

faithful friend, the engaging companion, above all, the sin-

cere christian, were visible in the whole of his deportraento
" With large opportunities of accumulating v/ealth, he

never discovered the least tincture of avarice. What he

received from the kindness of his friends he generously-

employed in offices of piety and charity. His benevolent

mind was perpetually forming plans of extensive useful-

ness. The Orphan-house, which many years ago he erec-

ted in Georgia, and the College he was founding in that

Province at the time of his death, will be lasting monu-
ments of his care that religion and learning might be pro-

pagated to future generations.
" I have not, my brethren, drawn an imaginary portrait,

but described a character exhibited in real life. I have

not mentioned his natural abilities, which were vastly
above the common standard. I consider him principally
in the light of a christian, and a minister of Jesus Christ,

in vyhich he shone with a superior lustre, as a star of the

first magnitude.
<* After all, I am not representing a perfect man ; there

are spots in the most shining characters upon earth. But
this may be said of Mr. Whitefield with justice, that aftei'

the most public appearance for above thirty years, and the

most critical examination of his conduct, no other blcmisU

could be fixed upon him but what arose from the common
frailties of human nature, and the peculiar circumstances
which attended his first entrance into public life.

" The imprudences of unexperienced youth he fre-

quently acknowledged from the pulpit, with a frankness

which will forever do hon •;• to his memory. He look

care to prevent any bad consequences that might flow

from his unguarded censures in the early part of his min-

istry. The longer he lived, the more he evidently increa-
sed in puiity of doctrine, in humility, meekness, pru-
dence, patience, and the other amiable vii'tues of the chjis*

tiiin life."

Another funeral sermon on Mr. Whitrfield was preach-
ed by Mr. Ellington, at Savcinnah in Georgia, Novembep
1 1, 1770, upon Ilcb. xi. 26 :

*'

Esteeming the reproach o§
Christ greater, riches than the treasures of Egvnt : for he

K 2-



i.9a THE LIFE OF

had respect unto the recompencc of the reward ^" "in

V/hich are the following passages.*
" The receiving the melancholy news of the much la-

mented death of a particular friend to this province, a per-
son who was once minister of this church, is the reason

of this discourse ; and my choice of the subject before us

is, to pay my grateful respect to the memory of this well-

hnown, able minister of the New-Testament, and faithful

servant of the most high God, the Rev. George White-
field ; whose life was justly esteemed, and whose death

will be greatly regretted, by the sincerely religious part
•f mankind of all denominations, as long as there is one

remaining on earth, who knew him, to recollect the fer-

vour of spirit, and holy zeal, with which he spake when

preaching the everlasting gospel ; and every other part
of his disinterested conduct, consistent with the ministe-

rial character in life and conversation. INIr. Whitefield's

Works praise him loud enough ; I am not able to say any-

thing that can add greater lustre to them. May every
one that ministers in holy things, and all who partake of*

their ministrations, have equal right to the characteristic

ih the text as he had.
" It is the ruling opinion of many, that the offence of

the cross is long since ceased, and that whatever evil treat-

ment some of the singular turn may meet with, it is only
ihe fruit of their own doings, and the reward of their own.

work, whereby they raise the resentment of mankind

against them for uncharitable slander, and spiritual abuse.

But whoever knoweth any thing of the gospel, and hath

experienced it to be the power of God unto salvation,

J:noweth this is the language of persons who are unac-

quainted with the depravity of their nature, and through
the degeneracy of their Itearts are unwilling to be disturb-

ed ; therefore are saying to the ministers*bf Christ,
' Pro-

* " Savannah-Church was decently hung with mourn-

ihg, by the legislative body of the province.'*
" The same public marks of regard were shewn at one

of the churches in Philadelphia, of which Mr. Sprout ia

pastor, which, by desire of the session and committee, was

put into mourninj^;. Also, at their desire and expence, the

bells of Christ-Church, in that city, were rujig muffled.'*'
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phesy unto us smooth things.' But the ministers of the

gospel are to be sons of thunder, and sa to utter their

voice, and conduct their lives, as to prove the nature of

their work.
** Our dear and reverend friend was highly honored for

many years in being an happy instrument to do this suc-

cessfully. With what a holy zeal he proceeded, long be-

fore he was publicly ordained to the sacred office, has been

long attested ; and no person haa been able to contradict

the testimony. No sooner did he appear in the work of

the sanctuary, but he soon convinced his numerous audi-

tories, that his Almighty Lord, who had given him the

commission, had by his grace wrought him for the self-

same thing : and, through the Holy Spirit attending his

endeavors, made him a workman that needed not to b$
ashamed. One would think his great success in his pub-
lic labors, the frequent opportunities he embraced of doin^
good, by the relief of people in distressing circumstances,

every occasion he took to use his influence for the good
of mankind, and the whole of his behaviour through a life

©f fifty-six years, being (so far as the frailty of our present
state will admit) unblameable ami unreproveable, should

have exempted him from contempt and reproach. But,

quite the contrary, there was so near a resemblance to his

blessed Master as obliged him to bear his reproach. He
has suffered with him on earth, and he is now glorified
\vith him in heaven. He has labored abundantly, and he
has been as liberally reproached and maligned from every

quarter. Clergy and laity have whet their tongues like a

sword against him, and bent their bows to shoot their ar-

rows ; but the Lord, amongst all, has known ^d appro^
ved his righteous servant. Though it is well known he
has had opportunity long since to enjoy episcopal emolu-

ment, yet, in his opinion, (and it will be found in the end
that he judged like a wise man) sinners, through his in-

strumentality, being turned unto the Lord, and becoming
liis joy and crown of rejoicing in the day of our Lord Je-

sus, was esteemed a greater honor than any this world

could afford him. His longing desire for the salvation of

immortal souls would not admit of his being confined

within the district of any walls
; though it must be ac-

IvHowledged he never 'thought of commeoeing field*-
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preacher till his invidious enemies refused him church-

pulpits, with indignation of spirit unbecoming the lowest

and vulgar class of mankind, much more men professin^^

themselves preachers of godliness. Though he has,

throughout the whole course of his ministry, given suffi-

cient proof of his inviolable attachment to our happy es-

tablishment, he was desirous to countenL^nce the imc.ge of

Christ, wherever he saw it, well-knowing that political in-

stitutions, in any nation whatever, should not destroy the

blessed union, or prevent the communion, which ought to

subsist throughout the Holy Catholic Church, between

real, sincere christians of all denominations. Some peo-

ple may retain such a veneration for apostolic phrases as

to suppose they ought not to be applied to other persons ;

sorry am I to observe, that few deserve the application.

But of Mr. Whitefield we maj say, with the strictest

truth, in journeyings often, in perils of robbers, in perils

of his own countrymen, in perils in the city, in perils in

the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false

brethren, in weariness and painfulness, he hath approved
himself a minister of God. All who knew and were ac-

quainted with him, soon discovered in him every mark of

good sense and good manners. His company and conver-

sation were so enlivening and entertaining, and at the same
time so instructive and edifying, that no person, with the

least degree of common sense, could behave improperly
in his presence. In him met (which do not often meet in

one person) the finished and complete gentleman, and the

real and true christian. Why then did he take pleasure
in reproaches, and submit to the taunts and insults both

of the vulgar and politer part of mankind ? He had re-

spect to the recompence of reward. Though the believ-

er's work vyill never entitle him to a reward of debt, yet

the reward of grace will always excite a holy desire to

render something unto the Lord. What wouldest thou

have me do ? is the incessant inquiry of that soul who by
the Redeemer's death, and the virtue of his precious
blood, is redeemed from sin, and made a partaker of the

inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not

away. Faith operates by good works : and, let all the

men of the world say to the contrary, or put ever so base

^construction upon our doctrine, it \yill evidence itscli bf
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ihcse good fruits. It was from these principles that ^Ir.

Whitefield acted, and they were productive of the desired

effects ; not only in alms-giving, this was but a small mat-

ter, when compared with the happier and more important

attempt which he made for the good of mankind, at the

hazard of his life, and the expence of an unblemished

character. How he has preached with showers of stones,

and many other instruments of malice and revenge, about

his ears, many of his surviving friends can witness : but

having the salvation of sinners at heart, and a great desird

to rescue them from the power of eternal death, he re-

solved to spend and be spent for the service of precious
and immortal souls, and spared no pains, and refused no

labour, so that he might but administer to their real and

eternal good : and, glory be to our good God, he hath

persevered and endured to the end of his life, having re-

spect unto the recompence of reward. Surely nothing
else could support him under such a weight of care, and

enable him, amidst it all, for so many years, to bear it with

so much cheerfulness. The worthy inhabitants of this

province do not want my attestation either to the loss the

province has sustained, or to the desire he has Ixad for its

prosperity. His indefatigable endeavors to promote it,

and the many fervent prayers he has night and day offered

for it, speak loud enough. Happy omens, we would hope,
in favor of it, both as to its temporal increase, and spiritual

prosperity. May God raise up some useful men to sup-

ply his place, and carry on unto perfection what he hath

so disinterestly begun, Uiat the institution he hath founded

in this province may be of public utility to the latest pos-

terity I As to his death, little more can be said of it than

has been communicated to the public already. He died

like a hero in the field of battle. He has been fighting
the battles of the Lord of Hosts upwards of thirty years,

against the world, sin and Satan ; and he hath been a con-

queror; he hath fought successfully : many, very many,
converted sinners are the trophies of his victory. But
now his warfare is accomplished, the Captain of his salva-

tion has granted him a discharge, he is entered into his

everlasting rest, and is reaping the benefits of a life sin-

cerely dedicated to the service of the once crucified, but

now exalted, Jesus. He preached the day before his ^-
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case. Though his death was sudden, he v\'as not surpri-'
sed : the morning of his departure, not many hours before
his spirit took its flight to the regions of bliss, he prayed
to the God of his salvation, and committed his departing
soul into his hands, as his faithful Creator, and ail-merci-

ful Redeemer. Soon after, he said,
" I am near nriy end ;'*

then fell asleep ; he fainted, and died ! not one sigh or

groan ; the Lord heard his prayer, and granted him his re-

quest, and gave him an easy dismission out of time into

eternity : sudden death was his desire, and sudden death
was to him sudden glory. He has fought the good fia;ht.

Few, if any, since the Apostles, have been more exten-

sively useful, or labored more abundantly. Thousands, I

believe I may with propriety say, in England, ScctlaniJ
and America, have great reason to bless God for his min-
istrations ; for he hath travelled far and wide, proclaiming
the glad tidings of salvation, through faith in a crucified

Saviour. Adorable Emanuel, make thou up the loss of
him to thy church and people ! Let a double portion of

thy Spirit be poured out upon the remaining ministers !

Let that holy fire which burnt so bright in thy departed
servant, warm each of their hearts I And, O thou Lord of

the harvest, send forth mgre such true and faithful labor-

ers into thy harvest 1"

A number of Funeral Sermons were preached for him
in England as well as in America. In one by Mr. D. Ed-
wards, Novem.ber II, 1770, upon Heb. xi. 4—"By it he^

being dead, yet speaketh"—vv'e have the following charac-

ter of Mr. Whitefield :—
" 1. The ardent love he bore to the Lord Jesus Christ

was remarkable. I'liis divine principle constrained him
to an unwearied application to the service of the gospel,
tmd transported him, at times, in the eyes of some, beyond
the boundii of sober reason. He w«s content to be a fool

for Christ's sake ;
to be despised, so Christ nu^ht be hon-

ored ; to be nothing, that Jesus might be all in all. He
had such a sense of the incomparable excellence of the

person of Christ, of his adorable condescension in taking
our nature upon him, and enduring the curses of the holy
law ; his complete suitableness and sufficiency, as the wis-

dom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption of his

people, that he could never say enough of him. He Wt?s
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so convinced of the happy tendency and eflkacy of this

principle in his own mind, that he made use of it, and pro-

posed it to others, in the room of a thousand arguments^
whenever he would inculcate the most unreserved obedi-

ence to the whole will of God, or stir up believers to a

holy diligence in adoring the doctrine of .God our Saviour

in all things. Inspired by this principle, nothing fright-

ened or flattered him from his duty.
*' 2. Another pleasing ingredient in his character, and a

sure evidence of the former, was, love to the souls of man-
kind. He rejoiced in their prosperity as one that had

found great spoil; and with St. Paul vi^as willing to spend
and be spent in piomoling tluir happiness. He loved all

who loved Jesus Christ in sincerity, however they might
differ in some circumstantials. He embraced all oppor-
tunities to expose the malignant leaven of a party, and te

remove prejudices and misapprehensions which good peo-

ple too often entertain of one another, when under the in-

fluence of a sectarian humour.
'* 3. His attachment to the great doctrines of the gospel

was inflexible ; having known their worth, and experienced
their power in his own heart, he plainly saw, that though
they were unacceptable to the carnal heart, yet they bore

the plain impress of the infinite wisdom of God. Those

important truths which tend to humble the sinner, to exalt

Christ, and promote hoUness in the heart and life, were
his darling subjects. He did not disguise gospel truths by
some artful sweetening, to render them more palatable to

men of corrupt minds : he studied to preach the word in

its purity, plainness and simplicity. I'he warmth of his

zeal disgusted many who make a niighty outcry about can-

dor and charily, and are wihing to extend it to every senti-

ment, except the truths in which the Apostles gloried —
It was his love to the truths of God and the souls of men
that lefl him to expose those who plead for the rectitude

and excellency of human nature ; deny the proper God-
head of Jesus Christ, justiflcadon by faith in his right-
eousness imputed, or the New-Birth, and the absolute ne-

cessity of the operations of the Holy Ghost. Faith and
holiness were ever united together in his system, in oppo-
sition to those who pretend to faith without obedience to

th^ !aw of God as thp rule- of life. He knew, errors in
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the great trtitbs af the gospel are not incUfTerent, kut dre-d"-

flil and fatal
;
he knew it was not candor and charity to say

that errors in judgment are not hurtful, but the greatest
unmercifulncss and cruelty j therefore he often reproved
such sharply.

"
Although he was so tenacious of the foundation-truths

of the gospel,' yet none more candid in things that are not

essential ;
herein he was full of gentleness and forbear-

ance. In things indifferent he became all things to all

men.*
" 4. To the foregoing particulars in Mr. Whitefield's

character, I may add his zeal. His christian zeal was like

the light of the sun, which did warm, shine, and cherish,
but knew not to destroy ; full of generous philanthropy
and benevolence, his zeal made him exceeding earnest

and importunate in his addresses to saints and sinners.

His zeal returned blessings for curses, and prayers for ill-

treatment ; it kindled in him a becoming indignation

against the errors, follies and sins of the times ; it led him
to weep bitterly over those who would not be persuaded to

fly from the wrath to come ; it made him bold and intre-

pid in the cause of God, and kept him from that flatness

and deadness which is too visible in some good ministers.

In these things he was an example to ministers of every
denomination : and, if the limits of my discourse would

admit, I could mention many things, as his great charity
to the poor, his humility. Sec,"

On Sunday, Nov. 18, 1770, a Sermon was preached on
his death at the Chapel in Tottenham Court-Road, and at

the Tabernacle near Moorfields, by the Rev. Mr. John

Wesley.t The text was Numb, xxiii 10—"Let me die

* As to the difference between essentials and non-es-

sentials in religion, Mr. Edwards refers to the Rev. Mr.
Newton's " Review of Ecclesiastical History, so far as it

concerns the progress, declensions and revivals of Evan-

gelical Doctrine and Practice."

t London Chronicle, November 19, 1770. "Yesterday
the Rev. Mr. Wesley preached a Funeral Sermon on Mr.
Whitefield's death, in the morning at the Chapel, and in

the afternoon at t!ie Tabernacle : the inside of eacii place

\Y,a:5 lined v.ith blacli cloth, and an escutcheon hwng on the
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tliC death of the righteous, and let mj^ last end be like his."

And in the sermon, afier giving some pariiculars of his

life and death, Mr. Wesley says—
*' 1. VVe are next to take some view of his character.

A little sketch of this was, soon after his death, publi'ohed

in the Boston Gazette ; an extract of which is subjoined :

« Little can be said of him but what every friend to vital

Christianity, who has sat under his ministry, will attest. In

his public labors he has for many years astonished the

world with his eloquence and devotion. With what divine

pathoo did he persuade the impenitent sinner to embsace
the practice of piety and virtue I filled with the Spirit of

Grace, he spoke from the heai*t, and, with a fervency of

zeal perhaps unequalled since the days of the apostles,
adorned the truths he delivered with the most graceful
charms of rhetoric and oratory. From the pulpit he was
unrivalled in the command of an ever-crowded auditory.
Nor was he less agreeable and instructive in his private
conversation ; happy in a remarkable ease of address, wil-

ling to communicate, studious to edify. May the ri^inp;

generation catch a spark of that flcime which shone with

such distinguished lustre in the spirit and practice of this

faithful servant of the most high God.'
" 2. A more particular and equally just character of

him has appeared in the London Chronicle, of Nov. 8,

1770. It might not be disagreeable to you to add the

substance of this likewise :
' The character of this truly

pious person must be deeply impressed on the heart of eve-

ry friend to vital religion. In spite of a tendr^r and dclicutc

constitution, he continued to the last d?.y of his life preach-

ing with a frequency and fervor that seemed to exceed
the natural strength of the most robust. Bein$^ called to

the exercise of his function at an age when most young-
men are only beginning to qualify themselves for it, ho
had not time to make a very considerable progress hi the

learned languages; hut this defect was amply supplied
by a lively and fertile genius, by fervent zeal, and by a for-

cible and most persuasive delivery. And thougli in tlic

pulpits. T!te multitudes that went with a desij^n to hear
the Serm.on exceeded all belief. The Chapel and Taber-

nacle were bolh filled as soon as tb.cv were opened.'*
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pulpit he often found it needful by the terrors of the Lord
to persuade men, he had nothing gloomy in his nature,

being singularly cheerful, as well as charitable and tender
hearted. He was as ready to relieve the bodily as the

spiritual necessiiies of those who applied to him. It

ought also to be observed, that he constantly enforced up-
on his audience every moral duty, particularly industry in

their several callings, and obedience to their superiors.
He endeavored, by the most extraordinary efforts of

preaching in different places, and even in the open fields,

to rouse the lower class of people, from the last degree of

inattention and ignorance, to a sense of religion. For

this, and his other labors, the name of George VVhitefield

v.'ill long be remembered with esteem and veneration.'
" 3. That both these accounts are just and impartial,

will readily be allowed ; that is, as far as they go : but

ihcy go little farther than the outsides of his character :

they shew you the preacher, but not the man, the christian,

the saint of God. May I be permitted to add a little on
tliis head, from a personal knowledge of near forty years?
Indeed, I am thoroughly sensible how difficult it is to

speak on so delicate a subject ;
what prudence is required to

avoid both extremes, to say neither too little nor too much.

Nay, I know it is impossible to speak at all, to say either

iess or more, without incurring from some the former,
from others the latter,- censure. Some will seriously
think that too little is said, and others, that it is too much :

but, without attending to this, I will speak just what I

know, before him to whom we are all to give an account.
" 4. Mention has already been made of his unparalleled

Ecal, his indefatigable activity, his tender-heartedness to

the afflicted, and charitableness toward the poor. But
should we not likewise mention his deep gratitude to all

whom God had used as instruments of good to him ? of

vhom he did not cease to speak in the most respectful

manner, even to his dying day. Should we not mention,
that he had an heart susceptible of the most generous and

the most tender friendship ? I have frequently thought
that this, of all others, was the distinguishing part of his

character. Hov/ few have we known of so kind a temper,
of such large and flowing affcciions ! Was it not princi-

pally by Ibis that th^ hearts of others ".vcre s« strangely
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drawn and knit to him ? Can any thing but love beget love ?

This shone in his very countenance, and continually

breathed in ail his words, whether in public or private.

Was it not this which, quick and penetrating as lightning,

flew from heart to heart I which gave that life to his ser- ~

mons, his coiu-ersution, his letters r Ye are witnesses.

" 5. But away with the vile misconstruction of men of

corrupt minds, who know of no love but what is earthly

and sensual 1 Be it remembered, at the same time, that

he was endued with the most nice and unblemished mo-

desty. His office called him to converse very frequently

and largely with women as well as men, and those of eve-

ry age and condition. But his whole behaviour towards

them was a practical comment on that advice of St. Paul

to Timothy—Entreat the elder rjomni as mothers^ tlia

younger as sisters^ with all purity.
" 6 Meantime, how suitable to the friendliness of his ,

spirit was the frankness and openness of his conversation 1

although it was as far removed from rudeness on the one

hand, as from guile and disguise on the other. Was not

this frankness at once a fruit and proof of his courage and

intrepidity? Armed with these, he feared not the faces of

men, but used great pLninness of speech, to persons c£

every rank and condition, high and lovi', rich and poor;

endeavoring, only by manifestation of the truth, to com--

Tnend him.self to every man's conscience in the sight cff

God.
" f . Neither was he afraid of labor or pain, any more

than of what man could do unto him, being equally

* Patient in bearing ill^ and doing ivelL^

And this appeared in the steadiness Vy'herewith he pursued
'vvhatever he undertook for his Master's sake. Witness
one instance for all, the Orphan-house in Georgia, which
lie began and perfected, in spite of all discouragements.
Indeed, in whatever concerned himself he was pliant and

flexible : in this case he was easy to be entreated, easy to

be either convinced or persuaded ; but he was immovea-
ble in the things of God, or wherever his conscience was
concerned. None could persuade any more than affrigh*

him to vary in the least point from that integrity which
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was inseparable from his whole character, and regulated'
all his words and actions. Herein he did

' SUmd as an iron fiillar strongs
Arid stedfast as a rjali of bi^ass.''

" 8. If it be encmired, What was the foundation of this

integrity, or of his sincerity, courage, patience, and every
utlier valuable and amiable cjuality r it is easy to give the

•ansv/er. It was not the excellence of his natural temper,
not the strent^th of his understanding ; it was not the force

of education ; no, nor the advice of his friends. It was
no other tiiun faith in a bleeding Lord ; faith of the ope-
ration of God. It was a lively hope of an inheritance in-

corruptible, undcfiled, and that fadeth not away. It was
the love of God, shed abroad in his heart by the Holy
Ghost, which was given unto him, filling his soul wiili

tender, disinterested love to every child of man. From
this source arose ihut torrent of eloquence which frequent-

ly bore down all before it. From this, that astonishing
force of persuasion, v^hich the most hardened sinners

could not resist. This it was which oren made his head
as waters, and his eves a fountain of tears. This it was
which eucibled him to pour out his soul in prayer, in a

manner peculiar to himself, with such fulness and ease

united together, with such strength and variety, both of

sentin^iCnt and expression.
'' 9 I may close this head v/ith observing, v.'hat an hon-

or it pleased God to put upon his faithful servant, hy al-

lowinf^- him to declare his everlasting gospel, in so. many
various countries, to such numbers of people, and with so

great an effect on so many of their precious souls ! Have
we read or heard of any person since the Apostles, 8cc."

* On the same day (Nov. !(), 1770} the Rev. Mr. Venn

* A II Y M N.

Servant of God, well done 1

The glorious warfare's past :

The battle's fought, the race is w^on,

And thou art crown'd at last ;

Of all thy heart's desire

Triumphantly possest ;

Lodg'd by the ministerial quire
In thv Redemer's breast.
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preached at the Countess of Huntingdon's Chapel at Bath,
on Isaiah viii 18—" Behold I, and the children whom the

Lord hath given me, are for signs and for wonders in Is-

rael from the Lord of Hosts, which dwelleth in Mount
Zion." And of Mr. Whitefield he says: "Though thz

children of Christ are all for signs and for wonders in Is-

rael, yet do they differ as one star differs from another stai*-

in glory. Talents, grace and zeal eminently dignify some,
and draw the eyes of men upon them. In the foremost
of this rank, doubtless, is the Rev. Mr. Whitefield to be

placed ;.
for his doctrine was the doctrine of the Reformers,

of the Apostles, and of Christ : it was the doctrine of free-

--—%_ I  
. Jl .U U»  I-  — —   -^-. ^1 ,       ! ^M II *.».-^

II

In condescending love

Thy ccasless prayer he heard,
And bade thee suddenly remove
To thy complete reward :

Ready to bring the peace,

Thy beautious feet were shod,
When mercy sign'd thy soul's

relea^<^.
And caught thee up to God.

HI.
With saints enthron'd on high
Thou dost thy Lord proclaim,

And still to God Salvation cry,
Salvation to the Lamb !

O happy, happy soul,

In extacies of praise,

Long as eternal ages roll.

Thou seest ihy Saviour's face.

IV.

Redeemed from earth and pain.
Ah ! when shall we ascend.

And all in Jesus' presence reign
With our translated friend !

Come, Lord, and quickly come I

And when in Thee complete,
Receive thy longing servants homs'^
To triumph at thy feet!

s o
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i^race, cf God's everlasting- love. Through Jesus he

preached the forgiveness of sins, and perseverance in holy

iivinj^, through his faithfulness and power engatjed to his

people. And the doctrine wiuch he preached he emi-

nently adorned by his zeal, and by his v/orks. For if the

^^reatness, extent, >;ucccssand disinterestedness of a man's
labours can give him distinction amongst the children of

Christ, we are warranted to affiriTi, that scarce any one of

iiis ministers, since the Apostles' days, has exceeded,
scarce any one has equalled, Mr. Whitefield.

" What a sign and wonder was this man of God in the

greatness of his labours I One cannot but stand amazed,
that his mortal fi-ame could, for the space of near thirty

years, without interruption, sustain the weight cf them.

For what is so trying to the human frame, in youth espe-

cially, as long-continued, frequent and violent-straining of

the lungs? Who, that knows their structure, would think

it possible, that a person, little above the age of manhood,
should speak in the compass of a single week (and that

for years) in general, forty hours, and in very many v.eeks,

bixty, and tliat to thousands ; and alter this labour, instead

oft.'.king any rest, should be offering up prayers, interces-

sions, with hymns and spiritual songs, as his manner was

in every house to which he was invited. The history of

the Church of Christ affords but very few instances of

men thus incessantly employing their whi4e strength,
'aiid, as it were, every breaih they drew, in the business of

their sacred function. And the truth is, that in point of

labour, this extraordinary servant of God did as much in a

few weeks, as most of those who exert themselves are

»ble to do in the space of u year Thus labouring, not by
fits and starts, but with constancy and perseverance, and

ardour \inabated, his mortal frame, about nine years since,

began to sink under the weight of so m.uch work. If,

\vith the length and frequency of Mr. Whitefield's preach-

ing, we consider the intenseness of voice and spirit with

Avhich he spoke, the greatness of his labours, will appear

perfectly astonishing. He knew not how to speak wiih

iess zeal, in his whole manner, than became the subjects
of his discourse. 1 he total i uin of the human race by the

fall, the complete recovery of believers in Christ, his dy-

ing love, and the unsearchable riches of his grace, to be
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known experimentally in this life, though fully to be dis-

played in the next, and the infatuation of sinners, led cap-
tive by their lusts down to the chambers of death ; these

f^rand truths, of mure weight than words can paint, fired

his whole soul ; they transported him as much as earthly

spirits are transported into vehemence, when they contend

personally for their own property ; he cried out, therefore,
as his dear I^ord was wont to do, with a voice audible to

an amazing distance : hence, in a thousand instances,

wh^re the cause of God more coolly pleaded would have
been neglected, he gained it a hearing, and carried the

day : for the unusual earnestness of the speaker roused

the most stupid and lethargic ; it compelled them to feel.

The matter must be momentous indeed, which the speaker
was urging as if a man would plead for his own life.

Early and often his body suffered for this very violent ex-

ertion of his strength ; early and often his inside has bled

a considerable quantity, and cried out. Spare thyself: but

prodigal of life in the best of causes, he would give him-
self no rest : expecting very soon to finish his course, and

infinitely desirous to save the souls condemned to die, he

perished. Though this may be blamed as an excess, h
was an excess far above the reach of a selfish mind, or an

ordinary faith.

"
Equal to the greatness and intenseness of his labours,

was their extent. The abilities and grace of most teach-

ers have fidl employ in a small destrict, nor have com-
mon men talents for more. But when God lights up in

tlie breast an apostolic zeal for his own glory, an apostolic
love for ihe souls of men, it seems reasonable to conclude

such an instrument is designed for the most extensive

usefulness.
"
Accordingly the compass of INlr. Whitefield's labours

exceeds any thing that others can pretend to. Not only
in the south, the west and north of England did he lift

up his voice, saying,
*

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven
is come,' but in Wales, in Scotland, in Ireland, and Amer-
ica, from Georgia to Boston, vast multitudes in each

country were witnesses of his zeal for the salvation of
souls.

" And to crown all, he was abundantly successful in Ills'

S'ast labQursj and disinterested too. The seals of his mia?
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istry, from first to Jast, I am pursuaded, are more than
would be credited, could the number be fixed. This i&

certain, his amazing popularity was only from his useful-
ness ; for he no sooner opened his mouth as a preacher,
than God commanded an extraordinary blessing upon his

word. The people were so deeply impressed wiih the
sense of divine things, from what he delivered, that, to
his own great surprise, they followed him from church to

church, until the largest churches in London could no
longer contain a fourth part of the crowds which pressed
to hear the word of Gud from his lips.

" Should any one say, few in comparison, besides low,

ignorant, common people were his followers ; I would
answer, the souls of the poor and ignorant are to be full

as precious as those of the rich and learned : and the mob
have shown the justest discernment, and have received
the truth, whilst men of wealth, and learning, and educa-
tion, have trampled it under their feet. Witness the
chief Scribes and Pharisees, who rejected both the Bap-
tist and the Saviour, when the common people justified
God, and gave them both the honour of being ^ent from
him. Indeed, in every age, we see the scripture fulfilled,
' Not many rich, not many mighty, not many wise men
after the fiesh, are called ; but God hath chosen the poor,
rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom.'

*'
Hovi^ever, when the fierceness of prejudice was worn

©ff, numbers, who at first despised him, taught to do so by
gross slanders, were happy under his ministry. And this

honour was put upon him even to the last. He had «i

much larger audience statedly to hear him, than any man
in the whole kingdom, perhaps in all Christendom.

" And that this vast multitude of people, were gather-
ed, just as the primitive churches of Christ, by the truth

they heard, and the spiritual benefit they received undei'
his word, is evident beyond a reasonable doubt. For, if

you trace his progress through the various cities and coun-
tries where he preached the Gospel, you will find, as the
case was with St. Paul, so it was with this servant oi
Christ. Many were turned by him from darkness to light,
from the power of Satan to God, receiving remission of"

?;heir sins, and an inherit-mce am )ng those i:hat are sancti-

§gd, through faith in Christ. Inquire of the effects of hX'.
c
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labours, from the only proper judges, those who li^e in the

religious world, and they vviil aver, that many wiiiiin their

own knowledge, small as that circle must be, confess they
owe their own selves to this faithful witness for his Lord.
Add to this, that the letters he received of greaiful ac-

knowledgment from persons of all ages and conditions in

life, for the spiritual blessings he had conveyed to them,
would fill whole volumes. Nay, it is a well known fact,

that the conversion of men's souls has been the fruit of a

single sermon from his lips ; so eminently was he made
of God a fisher of men. But he was not more successful

than j)e was disinterested in his labours ; for though a vast

multitude (which must ever be the case with those whom
God is pleased remarkably to own) followed him, he had
still no ambition to stand as the head of a party. His

great object was to exalt Christ crucified; and when his

hearers were brought to the knowledge of salvation, his

])oint was gained and his soul v/as satisfied.—Hence, nei-

ther in his sermons nor more private exhortations did he
cast disparaging reflections on other preachers of Christ.

No base suggestion dropt from his mouth, as if to differ

from him must be owing to blindness in the judgment, or

coldness of the heart for the interest of holiness. Truly
cordial and catholic in his love for all who appeared to love

the L,ord Jesus in sincerity, he never desired to see his

congregation increased by those wdio had evangelical pas-
tors of their own. Further, in proof of his disinterested-

ness, consider what he gained by his labours. The scourge
of the tongue was let loose upon him, and his name was
loafled with the foulest calumnies ; he was often in tu-

mults, and more than once in danger of his life- by the

rage of the people ; he wore himself away in the service

of souls; and when he died he died quite exhausted by
much speaking ; but in his death he received an immedi-
ate answer to his own jTrayer,

' That if it were consistent

with the Divine Will, he might finish that day his Mus-
ter's work.*

** For such a life, and such a death, (though in tears un-

der our great loss) we must yet thank God. And though
we are allowed to sorrow, because we shall never see or

hear him again, we must rejoice that millions have heard

him so long, so often, and to such good effect j that out of
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this mass of people, multitudes are gone before him, we,
doubt not, to hail his entiatic'e into the world of glory ;

and that in every period of life, from childiiood to hoary
age, many of his children in the Lord are still to follow ;

all to be his crown of rejoiciiig : the only efieciual, ever-

lasting confutation of his adversaries ; that he ran not in

vain, nor laboured in vain."

There were many other sermons preached on occasion

of Mr, VVhitefield's death ; in which the descriptions of
his character are the same in substance witii those already

given.*

*Such as by the Rev. Messrs. Whitaker and Smith of

Charleston; Sprout of Philadelphia; Langford, Elliott,

W. M and probably othci-Sj which have not come to the

Compiler's knowledge.

The Rev. Mr. De Courcey, also wrote some Elegiac
lines, aniong which are the following :—

Soon as the Spirit's unction from above.

Throughout his soul diffus'd the Saviour's love;^

A fire enkindled in his eager breast,
With piiy burn'd to sinners lost—

Straight like a trumpet, he his voice did raise,
The wonders of redeeming love to praise ;

Of health regardless, all things did forego,
That sinners Jesus' boundless grace may know;
Where'er he preach'd, attentive crowds were seen,
Astonish'd at his youth and zealous mein :

Let Kennington, Blackheath, Moorfields, declarei
How oft the gospel-trumpet sounded there.

.-- Nor could his zeal the vast Atlantic bound-—
Vr! Throughout the western world he Christ display^

And joyful news to Georgia's coast conveys.
There Oiphans yet unborn shall weeping tell

H6w mourn'd the founder of Bethesda fell.

The love of Jesus was his darling theme ;

And heaven he felt in that dear precious name ;

Hence, when his heart with sacred ardour glow'dj
His tongue in promptest elocution flow'd.

With what compassion, energy and fire

Would he the guilty heart for Christ require I.
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To 'oe the subject of so many funeral sermons, both at

home and abroad, is something singuUr ; though quite
suitable to his extraordinary m^^nner of life. But it was

»tiU more singular to have a sermon preached upon his
-  '»<

Oft, whilst his Master's glorious grace he show'd,

An arrow, dip't in Jesus' precious blood,

Th' aspiring sinner in the dust brought low,

And forc'd him at the bleeding cross to bow—
Whene'er he meant the power of sin to kill,

And carnal hearts with purest love to fill,

Transgressors he to Calvary's summit led,

Where Jesus, spotless victim, bow'd his head.

But, as a glass, the sinner's guilt to show,
The law he brought, with all its curse and woe ;

The conscience wounded with his flaming iiword,

While Sinai seem'd to thunder in his word,

Buc—whilst each terror of the Lord, and threat?

With zeal and faithfulness he did repeat,

He all dissolv'd in sorrow would appccir.

While plenteous flow'dthe sympathetic tear;

Like Jesus, who o'er bloody Salem mourn'd,
While wrath divine against it vengeful burn'd.:

In prayer, with a peculiar gift endow'd.
Reverent before the throne of grace he bow'd f

In tears, like Jacob, with the angtl strove,

Prevail'd, like Israel, with the G')d of Love-
^ For all he pray'd

—and all in love receiv'd,

With heart capacious, who in Christ beliv'd.

In him there dwelt a spirit generous, bold,

Unuv'd by threat'nings, unallur'd by gold.

Preferments, honours, ease, he deem'd but IosS|

Vile and contemptible for Jesus' Cross.

Inur'd to scandal, injuries, and pain,
" To him to live was Christ ; to die was gain.*

In a note upon the l<\$t pa-agraph, the author says,
« Whoever is acquainted with Mr Whitefteld's life, v.ell

knows that I have not exaggerated matters For in a visit

to Ireland he was solicited by the Piimate of that king-
dom to accept of some considerable church- preferment,
but declined the offer, because he looked upoa himself as

Qliljed to m itinerant life ; and v.'hat niake« this circum-

t»
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personal and ministerial character, in his own life-lime,
and when he was but twentv-six years of age. This ser-

mon was preached by the Rev. Mr, Josiali Smith, of

Charleston, South-Carolina, and was pubiished at Boston,
with a recommendatory preface by the Rev. Dr. Col-

man and Mr. Cooper, in the year 1 740. Of this it is worth
while to make a short extract,* after all that has been said ;

that, by comparing it with the funeral sermons, the reader

mav see how consistent and uniform Mr. W's. conduct
was from that early period of his ministry till his death.

After speaking of his doctrine concerning Original Sin—Justification bv faith alone—Regeneration—The in-

ward feelings of the spirit
— ISlr. Smith adds, " As to the

manner of his preaching—With what a flow of words did

he speak to us upon the great concern of our souls ! In
what a flam.ing lii^ht did he set out eternity before us !

How earnestly did he press Christ upon us ! How close,

strong and pungent were his applications to the con-
scince ; mingling light and heat ; pointing the arrows of
the Almighty at the hearts of sinners, while he poured in

the bairn on the wounds of the contrite I How bold and

courag^eous did he look ! He was no flatterer. He taught
the way of God in truth, and regarded not the persons of
men. T-ie politest and most modish of our vices he
struck at ; the most fashionable entertainments ; re-

gardless of every one's presence, but His in whose name
he spake.

'' As lo his personal character, while he preaches up
faith alone in our justification before God> he is careful

to m-iintain good works. These things the grace of God
teachej us. And now much of this doctrine has he trans-

cribed into his life I How rich has he been in all good

stance, the more remarkable is, that Mr. Whitefield at that

time, had no prospect whatever, as to temporals.'*
See also a Pastoral on Mr. Whitefield, said to be writ-

ten Oy"the Hon. and Hev. Mr. Shirley ; an Elegy, con-

taining a short History cf his Life, by the Rev. Mr.

Ki}i<ht of Halifax, and another Elegy, and a Monody, by
anonvmoiis authors.

* A large Extract both of tlie Preface and Sermon, is

tf5 be found in Prince's Christian History, No. XCIX.
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^Voi-ks I What an eminent pattern of piety towards God I

ttow holy and unblameable in all conversation and godli-
ness ! How seasonable, how much to the use of edifying,
all his discourses ! How naturally does he turn them to

religion I How much is he given to devotion himself, and
Iiow does he labour to excite it in others I

»* He affects no party in religion, nor sets himself at the

head of any He is not bigoted to the lesser rites and
forms of religion while zealous enough in all its essen-

tials. H. professes love to good men of every denomina-
tion. Hib heart seems set upon doing good. He goes
^bout his great Master's work with diligence and applica-

tion, 'ind ^vith such cheerfulness as would make one in love

with a life of religion. He is proof against reproach and
invective. When he is reviled, he revileth not again ;

but prays heartily for all bis enemies.
" He renders to all their due ; while zealous for the

things of God, is a friend to Cassar. And for charity, as it

consists in comp;ission and acts of beneficence, we have

few (r.tii like minded. Had he been under any criminal

influence of a mercenary temper ; had he collected mo-
nies for himself in hisjournies, under the pretext of doing
it for I he poor, as was slanderously reported, he had cer-

tainly a fair opportunity to enrich himself. But we have

Seen, and plain fact cannot be denied, that he casts all in-

to the trea>ury, and serves the tables of the poor with it.

Stiolling and vagabond orphans, without father and with-

out niother, without purse and without a friend, he seeks

out, picks up, and adopts into his family. He is now
building accommodations, and laying the best foundation,

for their support and maintenance " Thus far Mr J,

Smith, who had the pleasure of iseeing this character of
his fiiend verified in the whole of his future life ; and who,
in his Funeral Sermon upon him at Charleston, October
28 1770, has this remarkable expression, concerning a

Tisit he made to Mr. Whitefield at his Orphan-house
'

** It was a scene that made me think I was in heaven."

By a paper, written with Mr. Whitefield's own hand, of

the contents of his imperfect manuscript, frequently quo-
ted in the above account of his life, it appears, that if he
had lived to finish it, the conclusion would have been, *' Re-
flections upon the whoie? containing arguments to proved

T



218 THE LIFE OF

the divinity of the work : and answers to objections against

rield-preaching—Lay preactiinp;—Irregularities—and the

biemibhes that have attended it."

As he did not live to execute this design, the Reader
is referred to what has been published upon the subject,

by the Rev. Messeurs Jonathan Edwards, Hobby, Shurt-

liif, Sec. The Hev. Mr. Newton preached a sermon at Ol-

ney, November 11, 1770, on John v. 25.—" He was a burn-

ing and a shining light ;'*
—In which he speaks of Mr.

Whitefield ; an extract of which follows :
" Some minis-

ters are burr»ing and shining lights in a peculiar and em-
inent degree. Such a one, i doubt not, was the servani of
God whose death we now lament. I have had some op-

portunities of looking o'.er the Histoiy of the Church in

past ages, iind I am not backward to say, that I have not

read or heard of any pet son, since the apostles* days, of

"ivhom it may more emphatically be said, "He was a burn-

ing and "a shilling light,' than the late Mr. Whitefield,
"whether we consider the warmth of his zeul. the great-
ness of his nnnisterial talents, orthe extensive usefulness

with which tt e Lord honoured him. I do not mean to

praise the man, but the Lord, who furnished him, and
made him what he was. He was raised up to shine in a

dark place. The state of religion, when he first appeared
in public, was very low in our established church. I speak
the truth, though to some it may be an offensive truth.

The doctrines of Grace were seldom heard from the pulpit,,

and the life and power of godliness were little known.—
Many of the most spiritual among the Dissenters were

mourning under the sense of a great spreading declension

on their side. What a change has taken place throughout
the land, within a little more than tiiirty years, that is,

since the time when the first set of despised ministers

came from Oxford, and how much of this change has
been owing to God's blessing on Mr. Whitefield's labours,
is well known to many who have lived through this period,
and can hardly he denied by those who are least willing to

allow it. Frist, He was a burning light. He had an
ardent zeal for God, an enflamed desire for the salvation

of sinners ; So that no labours could weary him, no diffi-

culties or opposition discourage him, hardly any limits

CQuld cojifinc him J not content with the bounds of a
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eoiinty, or a kingdom, tliis messenji^er oft^ood tidiness

preached the everlasting^ Gospel in almost every consider-

able place in Ens^land, Scotland and Ireland, and through-
out the Britibh empire in America, which is an extent of

more than a thousand miles. Most of these places he vi-

sited again and again ; nor did he confine his attention to

places of note, l>ut in the former part of his ministry was

ready to preach to few, as well as to many, wherever a

door was opened ; though in the hitter part of his life, his

frequent illness, and the necessity of his more immediate

charge, confined him more at home. In some of his most

early excursions, the good Providence of God led hini

here, and many, I trust, were made willing to rejoice in

his light, and have reason to bless Godtliat ever they saw
and heard him. Secondly, He was a shining light : his

zeal vvas not like wild fire, but directed by sound princi-

ples, and a sound judgment. In this part of his character,
I would observe, 1st, Though he was very young when be
came out> the Lord soon gave him a very clear view of the

Gospel. In the sermons he published soon after his first

appearance, there is the same evani^elical strain observa-
ble as in those which he preached in his advanced years.
Time and observation, what he felt, and what he saw, en-

larged his experience, and gave his preaching an increasing
ripeness and favor as he grew older in the work ; but
from first to last he preached the sarae Gospel, and was
determined to know nothing but Jesus Christ and him
crucified.—•2dly, His steadiness and perseverance in the
truth was the more remarkable, considering the difficul-

ties and snares he was sometimes beset with. But the
Lord kept him steady, so that neither the example, nor

friendship, nor importunity, of those he dearly loved,
were capable of moving him.

odly. The Lord gave bim a manner of preaching,
which was peculiarly his own. He copied from none, and
I never met any one who could imitate him with success.

They who attempted, generally made themselves disa-

greeable. His f-Amiliar address, the power of his action,
his marvelous talent in fixing the' attention, even of the
most careless, I need not describe to those who have heard
him; and to' those who have not, the attempt would be
vain. Other ministers could, perhaps, preach the gospel
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as clearly, and in general say the same diings ; but, I be-.

Jieve no man living could say them in his way. Here I

always thought him unequalled, arid I hardly expect to

see his equal while I live.
" 4th. But that which finished his character as a shining

l^ght, and is now his crown of rejoicing, was, the singular
success which the Lord was pleased to give him in win-

ning souls. What numbers entered the kingdom of glory
before him, and what numbers are now lamenting his loss,

wlio were awakened by his ministry I It seemed as if he
never preached in vain. Perhaps there is hardly a place,
in all the extensive compass of his labours, where some

may not be found who thankfully acknowledge hira as

their spiritual father. Nor was he an awakening preach-
er only, wherever he came : if he preached but a single

discourse, he usually brought a season of refreshment and
revival with him to those who had alre;ady received the

truth. Great as his immediate and personal usefulness

was, his occasional usefulness (if I may so call it) was per-

haps much greater. Many have cause to be thankful for

him, who never saw or heard hini. I have already obser-

ved, that there was something peculiar in his manner of

preaching, in which no person of sound judgment would
venture to imitate him. But, notwithstanding this, he
\yas in other respects a signal and happy pattern and mod-
el for preachers. He introduced a way of close and lively

application to the conscience, for which I believe many of

the most admired and eminent preachers now living will

not be ashamed or unwilling to acknowledge themselves
his debtors/'

There was also a Sermon preached on the occasion by
the Rev. Mr. Sanouel Brewer, of Stepney, London, which
his modesty wouJd not permit him to print. And many
others of tlie ministers, both of the Church, and among
JDissenters, in England, in thier Sermons and Prayers up-
on the news of Mr, Whitefield's death, bewailed the loss

of so great a man, and so faithful and successful a servant

of Christ.*

On the 6th of February, 1771, the executors having i-e-

* Among these were the Rev. Mr. Ro^ain^j Mr. M^
dan, Dr. Gibbons, and Dr. Trotter.
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ctived the probate of Mr. Whitefield's Will, Mr. Keen,
who was peifectly acquainted vviih every particular of his

temporal affnirs, immediately published it, with the fol-

lowing preamble :

As we make no doubt the numerous friends of the late

Rev. Mr. George Whitefield will be glad of an opportu-

nity of seeing a genuine copy of his last Will and Testa-

ment ; his Executors have favoured us with a copy of the

same, transmitted to them from the Orphan house in

Georgia, and which they have proved in the Prerogative
Court of Canterbury. And as it was Mr. Whitefield's

constant declaraiion, he never meant to raise either a purse
or a party, it is to be remarked, that almost the whole

money he died possessed of, came t© him within two or

three years of his death, in the following manner, viz.

Mrs Thompson, of Tov/er-Hill, bequeathed him 500]..

By the death of his Wife, including a Bond of 3001. he

got 7001. Mr. Whitmore bequeathed him lOOl. and Mr-
Winder lOOl. and it is highly probable, that had he lived

to reach Georgia from his late northern tour, he would
have much lessened the above sums, by disposing of them
in the same noble and disinterested manner that all the

public or private sums he has been entrusted with have
been.

« GEORGLi.
'^ By His Excellency JAMES WRIGHT, Esq. Cafitain-

General, Governor and Commander in Chi-f of His Ma-
jesty's said Province of Georgia^ Chancellor afid Vice-

Admiral of the same.

TO all to whom these presents shall come, Greeting:
iCnow ye, that i homas Moodie, who hath certified the an-
nexed copy from the original, in the Secretary's (JiFice,
is Deputy-Secretary of the said Province, and therefore
all due faith and ciedit is and ought to be had and given
to such his certifiiate.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and
caused the Great Seal .*f this his Majesty's said Pro\ince
to be put and tiffixed, dated at Savannah the tenth day of

l)ece:iiber, in the year of our Lord 1770, and in the elev>

T 9
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enth year of the reii^n of his Majesty King George the
Third. J3y his Excellency's conimand,

J. WRIGHT.
Thos. Moodie, Dep. Secretary.

" IN the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
three Persons, but one God ; I George Whitefield, Clerk,
at present residing at the Orphan-house Academy, in the

Province of Georgia, in North-America, being through
infinite mercy in more than ordinary bodily health, and a

perfect, sound and composed mind, knowing the certainty
of death, and yet the uncertainty of the time I shall be
called by it to my long wished-for home, do make this my
last Will and Testament, in manner and form following^
\'iz. Imprimis, In sure and certain hope of a resurrection

to eternal life, through our Lord Jesus Christ, I commit
my body to the dust, to be buried in the most plain and
decent manner ; and knowing in whom I have believed,
and being persuaded that he will keep that v/hich I have
ecmmitled unto him, in the fullest assurance of faith I

commend my soul into the hands of the ever-loving, alto-

gether lovely, never-failing, Jesses, on whose complete and

everlasting righteousness I entirely depend, for the justi-
iicalion of my person, and acceptance of my poor, worth-

less, though 1 trust sincere, performances, at that day
"svh^n he shall come in the glory of hi* Father, his own
glory, and the glory of his holy Angels, to judge both the

quick and dead. In respect to my outward American con-

cerns, whicii I have engaged in simply and solely for his

great Name's sake, I leave that building commonly called

the Orphan- house, at Bethesda, in the Province of Geor-

gia, together with all the other buildings lately erected

thereon, and likewise all other buildings, lands, negroes,
books, furniture, and every other thing whatsoever whicli

I now stand possessed of in the Province of Georgia afore-

said, to that elect Lady, that mother in Israel, that mirror

of true and undefiled religion, the Right Honourable Seli-

na, Countess Dowager of Huntingdon ; desiring that, as

soon as may be, after my decease, the plan of the intended

Orphan-house, Bethesda-College, may be prosecuted, or,

if not practicable or eligible, to pursue the present plan of

the Orphan-house Aca^em.y, on
itj

oM foundation an^J
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usual channel ; but if her Ladyship should be called to

enter into her glorious rest before my decease, I bequeath
all the buildings, lands, negroes, and every thing before

mentioned, vvhicli I now stand possessed of, in the Province

of Georgia, aforesaid, to my dear first fellow-traveller and

faithful, invariable friend, the Honourable James Haber-

sham, Esq. President of his Majesty's Honourable Coun-

cil : and should he survive her Ladyship, I earnestly re-

commend hira as the most proper person to succeed her

Ladyship, or to act for her during her Ladyship's life timcj

in the affairs of the Orphan-house Academy. With re-

gard to my outward affairs in England ; whereas there is

a building commonly called the Tabernacle, set apart ma-

ny years ago for Divine Worship, I give and bequeath the

said Tabtrnacle, with the adjacent house in which I usu-»

ally leside when in London, with the stable and coach-

house in the yard adjoining, together with all books, fur-

niture, and everything else whatsoever, that shall be found

in the house and premises aforesaid ; and also the build-

ing commonly called Tottenham- Court Chapel, together
wiih all the other buildings, houses, stable, coach-house,
and every thing else whatsoever which I stand possessed
©f in that part of the town, to my worthy, trusty, tried

friends, Daniel W'est, Esq. in Church-street, Spittalfields^

and Mr. Robert Keen, Woollen-Draper, in the Minories,
or the longer survivor of the two. As to the monies,

which a kind Providence, especially of late, in a most un-

expected way, and unthought of means, has vouchsafed to

entrust me with ; I give and bequeath the sum of on&
hundred pounds sterling to the Right Honourable Coun-
tess Dowager of Huntingdon aforesaid, humbly beseech-

ing her ladyship's acceptance of so small a mite, as a pep-

per corn of acknowledgment for the undeserved, unsought
for honour her Ladyship conferred upon me, in appointing^

rne, less than the least of all, to be one of her Ladyship's
Domestic Chaplains. Item, I give and bequeath to my
dearly beloved friend, the Honourable James Habersham
aforesaid, my late Wife's gold watch, and ten pounds for

mourning ; to my dear old friend, Gabriel Harris, Esq. of

the city of Gloucester, who received and boarded me in

his house, when I was helpless and destitute, above thirty

%e ye^'B ago, I give &nd bequeath the sum of fifty.
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pounds ; to my humble, faithful servant and friend, Mr.
Amtji'ose VVi r^ht, il" in my service and employ, eiiher ia

England or America, O'- elsewhere, at the li.'ne of my de-

cease, r give and heiue;iti^ the sum of five hundred

pounds; to my b.otjier, Mr. Richard Whitefield, I irive

and bequeath the sum of fifiy pounds ; to my brother, Mr.
Thoir.as \Vhiiefield 1 lijive and beque-ntli the sum of fifty

pounds, to be given him at the discretion of Mr, Robert

Keen; to my brother-in law, Mr. James Sn/ith, Hosier,
in the city of Bristol, I give and bequeath the sum of

fifty-

pounds, and thirty pounds also for family mourning; ; to

my niece, Mrs. Frances Hartford, of B th. I [jive and be-

queath the sum of fifty pounds, and twenty pounds fc
family mourning ; to Mr. J. Crane, now a faithful steward

at the Orphan-house Academy, I give and bequeath the

sum of forty pounds ; to M •. Benjamin Stirk, as an ac-

knowledgment of his past services at Bethesda, I give and

bequeath the sum of ten pounds for mourning; to Peter

Edwards, now at the Orphan-house Academy, I give and

bequeath the sum of fifty pounds; to William i^rigg, at

the same place, 1 give ^nd bequeath the sum of fifty

pounds ;
both the sums aforesaid to be laid out or laid up

for them, at the discretion of Mr. Ambrose Wriglit : to

Mr. Thomas Adams, of Rodborough, in Gloucestersliire,

my only surviving first fellow -labourer, and beloved much
in the Lord, I j;ive and bequeath the sinn of fifty pounds ;

to the Rev. Mr. Hovvel Davies, of Pembrokeshire, in

South Wales, that good soldier of Jesus Christ ; to Mr.
Torial Joss, Mr. Cornelius Winter, and all my other dear-

ly beloved present stated assistant-preachers at Tabernacle

and Tottenham-Court ('hapel, I give and bequeath ten

pounds each for mourning ;
to the three brothers of Mr.

Ambrose Wright, and the wife of his brother, Mr. Robert

Wright, now faithfully and skilfully labouring and serving,
at the Orphan-house Academy, I give and bequeath the

sum of ten pounds each for mourning ; to Mr. Richard

S-nith, now a diligent attendant on me, I give and be-

queath the sum of fifty pounds, and all my wearing ap-

parel which I shall have vvith me in my journey through
America, or on my voyage to England, if it should please
an all-wise God to shorten my days in either of those situ-

ation^ Finally, I give md bequeath the simi df ona huptr
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dred pounds, to be distributed at the discretion of my ex-

ecutors, herein after mentioned, for mourning, among my
old London servants, the poor widows at Tottenham- Court

Chapel, and the Tabernacle poor, especially my old trusty,

disinterested friend and servant, Mrs. Elizabeth Wood.
All the other residue, if there be any residue, of monies,

goods, and chattels, or whatever profits may arise from
the sale of my books, or any manuscripts that I may leave

behind, I give and bequeath to the Right Honourable the

Countess Dowager of Huntingdon, or, in case of her La-

dyship's being deceased at the time of my departure, to

the Honourable James Habersham, Esq. before-mention-

ed, after my funeral expenses and just debts are dischar-

ged, towards paying off my arrears that may be due on the

account of the Orphan-house Academy, or for annual pri-

zes, as a reward for the best three orations that shall be

made in English on the subjects mentioned in a paper an-

nexed to this my Will. And I do hereby appoint the

Hon. James Habersham, Esq. aforesaid to be my Execu*
tor in respect to my affairs in the province of Georgia,
and my trusty, tried, dearly belored friends, Charles Har-

dy, Esq. Daniel West, Esq. and Mr. Robert Keen, to be

Executors of this my last Will and Testament, in respect
of my affairs in England ; begging each to accept of a

mourning ring. To all my other christian benefactors,
and more intimate acquaintance, I leave my most hearty
thanks and blessing, assuring them that I am more and

more convinced of the undoubted reality, and infinite im-

portance, ,of the grand gospel truths which I have from
time to time xlelivered ;

and am so far from repenting my
delivering them in an itinerant way, that, had I strength

equal to my inclination, I would preach them from pole
to pole, not only because I have found them to be the pow-
er of God to the salvation of my own soul, but because I

am as much assured that the Gieat Head of the Church
hath called me by his word, providence and Spirit to act

in this way, as that the sun shines at noon-cluy. As for

my enemies, and mis-judtjing, >nistaken friends, 1 most

freely and heartily forgive them ; and can only add, that

Jlie last tremendous day will soon discover what I have

been, what I am, and what I shall be when time itself shaU
be po more ; md therefore, fropa my iamesi soul, I close
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all by crying, C(7me, Lord Jesus, come quickly ; even so,

Lord Jesus, Amen and Amen.

" This was written with the Testator's own hand, and at

his desire, and in his presence, sii^ned, sealed, and de-

livered, at the Orphan-house Academy, in the province
of Georgia, before these witnesses, March the twenty-
second. Anno Domini one thousai^ seven hundred and

seventy. fROBLRr BOLTON,
(Signed) i THOMAS DIXTON,

(CORNELIUS WINTER.

^* K. B. I also leave a mourning ring to my honoured
and dear friends, and disinterested fellow -labourers, the

Rev. Messrs. John and Charles Wesley, in token of my
indissoluble union with them, in heart and christian affec-

tion, notwithstanding our difference in judgment about
some particular points of doctrine.—Grace be with all

them, of whatever denomination, that love our Lord Je-

sus, our common Lord, in sincerity.'*

GEORGIJ^ Secretary*s Office,
" A true copy, taken from the original in this office, ex-

amined and certified: and I do further certify, that the
same was duly proved ; and tlie Hon James Habersham,
Esq. one of the Executors therein nanied,was duly quali-
fied as Executor before his Excellency James Wrighti
Esq. Governor and Ordinary of the said Province, this

10th dciy of December. 1770.

THOS. MOODIE, Dep. Sec'ry."

Concerning' the manner in which Mr. WhiteJielcVs Taberna"
cle and Chafi- 1 are at present siipfilicd^ the compiler has

received the follonving information ;—-

HAVING by his Will left both of his places of wor-

ship, his houses, library, and all things appertaiuine: there-

to, to two of his executors in survivorship, they have been
enabled, through the abundant goodness of God, to carry
on the work in the same manner as in Mr. Vv hitefield's

Ufe-time, \vithout the least diminution either of the larger
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ftess of the congregation, or the visible power of God at-

tending the ministry there. And as neither of them are

ministers, but en:ci:aged in extensive business, it appears
the more vvondtrful, and shews the work to be begun and
carried on by the power of God alone ; and it is their ear-

nest prayer and study, that it may be transmitted down,
and faithful ministers and upright persons raised to carry
it on when their heads are laid in the dust. 'I'wo of his

fellow-labourers were taken off by death whilst he was last

abroad, viz the Rev. Mr. Howel Davies, a cleru:yman, and
Mr. Thomas Adams, a layman ; and» a little before, Mr,
Middleton ;

all tried and fuiihful minibters : but the Lord
hath wonderfully raised up others in their stead. The
present minibters are chiefly these, the Rev. Mr. Kinsn»an
of Plymouth, the Rev. Mr. hdwards of Leeds, the Rev.
Mr. Knight of Halifax, and tl\e Rev. Me. Ashburner of
Pool in Dorsetshire : these vi.«,it London once, cind, if

wrote for, twice a year. The constant ones upon the spot
are, Mr Joss and Mr. Biooksb. nks. The Rev. Mi. De
Courcey, and the Rev. Mr. Piercy, and other clerijyaien,
have ofien assisted. Besides these, the proprieiois have
been favoured with the occasional labours of Mr. Rowland
Hill, anfl Mr. Heath of Plyniouth ; also of many worthy
clersi;ymen and disseniin?< ministers from the country,
who esteemed it th.eir privilege to preach to very large,
serious and attemive congregations, whose hearts have
been filled with thankfulness, and at the same time ensila-

ged in prayer for every such minister, and an unusual

blessing has commonly attended both sowers and reapers ;

and it is the earnest desire of the proprietors that the

pleasure of the Lord may thus prosper in their hands.

They propose, through the blessing of God, to let the pul-

pits be open to every disinterested miiUNter who may oc-

casionally conie to town, of good moral character, sound
in the faith, of moderate Calvinisiical principle^, without
distinction of parties or denominations, whose talents are
suitable to preach with life and power to large congrega-
tions ; and ho;>e for the concurrence of all well-wishers
to the prosperity of Zion.

%^D OP THE MEMOIRS.





AN

ENQUIRY
INTO THE Fir.ST AND CHIEF REASON WHY THE GENE.-

RALITY OF CHRISTIANS FALL SO FAR SHORT OF THE
HOLINESS AND DEVOTION OF CHRISTIANITY.

[^Extracted from Mr. Whitfield*s Tracts
]j

SINCE christian devotion is nothing less than a life

wholly devoted unto God, and persons who are free from
the necessities of labour and employments are to consider

themselves as devoted to God in a higher degree, it may
now reasonably be enquired how it comes to pass that the

lives even of the moral and belter sort of people are in

general so directly contrary to the principles of Christian-

ity. I answer, because the generality of those who call

themselves christians are destitute of a true, living faith

in Jesus Chiist ; for want of which they never effectually
intended to please God in all the actions of life, as the

happiest and best thing in the world.

To be partaker of such a faith is every where represen-
ted in scripture as a fundamental and necessary part of

true piety. For without a living faith in the righteousness
of Jesus Christ, our persons cannot be justified, and con-

sequently none of our performances acceptable in the

sight of God. It is this faith that enables us to overcome
the world, and to devote ourselves, without reserve, to -

promote the glory of Him who has loved and given liim-

self for us. And therefore it is purely for want of such a

faith, that you sec such a mixture of sin and folly even
in the lives of the better sort of people. It is for want of

this faith, that you see clergymen given to pride, and cov-

etousness, and woildly enjoyments. It is for want of suck
a faith, that you sec women, who profess devotion, yet liv-

ing in all the folly and vanity of dress, wasting their tnne
in idleness and pleasures, and in all such instances of state

tlnd equipage as their estate will reach, l.ct but a woman
U
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feel her heart full of this faith, and she will no more de-

sire to shine at balls and assembliesj or to make a figure

among those that are most finely dressed, than she will de-

sire to dance upon a rope to please spectators ; for she

will then know that the one is as far from the true nature,
wisdom and excellency of the christian spirit, as is the

other.

Let a clergyman be but thus pious, and he will converse

as if he had been broui^jht up by an apostle ;
he will no

more think and talk of noble preferment, than of noble

eating, or a glorious chariot. He will no more complain
of the frowns of the world, or a small cure, or the want

of a patron, than he will complain of the want of a laced

coat, or of a running horse. Let him but have such a faith

in ^ind love tor God as will constrain him to make ii his

business to study to please God in all his actions, as the

hapynest and best thing in the world, and then he will

tnow that there is nothing noble in clergymen, but burn-

ing zeal for the salvation of souls, nor any thing poor in

liis profession, but idleness and a worldly spirit.

Further: Let a tradesman but have such a faith, and it

ivill make liim a saint in his shop; his every day business

will be a course of wise and reasonable actions, made holy
to God by flovNing from faith, proceeding from love, and

by bt ing done in obedience to his will cvnd pleasure. He
will therefore not chiefly consider what arts, or methods,
or application, will soonest make him greater and richer

than i<is bi etjiren, that he may remove from a shop to a

life of state and pleasure ; but he will chiefly consider

>vhai arts, uhul methods and what application can make

vorldly business most conducive to God's glory, and his

• neighbour's good ; and consequently make a life of trade

to be a life of holiness, devotion and undissembled piety.

It was this faith that made the primitive christians such

en.inent instances of religion, and that made the godly fel-

lowship of the saints in all ages, and all the glorious army
of confessors and martyrs. And if we v/ill stop and ask

ourselves, Why are we not as pious as the primitive

christians and saints of old were i our hearts must tell us,

that ic is because we never yet perhaps earnestly sought
after, and consequently were never really made partakers

^j llutt precious iuith whereby they "were constrained to
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intend to please God in all their actions, as the best and

happiesi thing in the world.

Here tiien let us jiid-^e ourj;elves sincerely ; let us not

vainly content onrseives with the common disorders of ouf

lives, the vanity of our expences, the folly of our diver-

sions, the pride of our habits, the idleness of our lives,

and the v^asting of our time, fancying that these are only-

such imperfections as we necessarily fall into, through the

unavoi^lable weakness and frailty of our nature ; but let

ns be assured, that these h.abitual disorders of our common
life are so many demonsf^ble proofs that we never yet

truly accepted of the Lord Jesus and his righteousness

by a livinj^ faith, and never really intended, as a proof and

evidence of such a faith, to please God in all the actions

of our life, as the best thing in the world.

Though this be a matter we can easily pass over at pre-

sent, whilst the health cf our bodies, the passions of our

minds, the noise and hurry and pleasures and business of

the world lead us en with ''*

eyes that see not, and ears that

hear not," yet, at death, it wiii set itself before us in a

dreadful magnitude ; it willhaurit us like a dismal ghost,
and our consciences will never let us take our eyes fronv

it, unless they are seared as with a red hot iron, and God
shall have given us over to a reprobate mind.

Penitens was a busy, notable tradesman, and very pros-

perous in his dealings ; but died in the thirty-fifth year of

his age.
A little before his death, when the doctors had given

him'over, some of his neighbours came one evening to see

him ; at which time he sptike thus to them :—
*' I see (says he) my friends, the tender concern you

have for me, by the grief that appears in your countenan-

ces, and I know the thoughts that you now have of me.
You think how melancholy a case it is to see so young a

man, and in such flourishing business, delivered up to

death. And perhaps, had I visited any of you in my con^

dition, I should have had the same thoughts of you. BuS
now, my friends, my thoughts are no more like youp
thoughts, than my condition is like yours. It is no trou-

ble to m.e now to think that I am to die young, or before

I have raised an estate. These things are sunk into^sucli

mere nothings, that I have no name little enough to call
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then^ by. For if in a few clays, or hours, I am to leave

this carcase to be buried in the earth, and to find myself
either forever happy, in the favour of God, or eternally

ienuralcd from all li'^ht and peace ; can any words sufii-

cienily express the littleness of every thing else ?

" Is tliere any dreann like the dream of life, which amu-
ses us v.iih the neglect and disregard of these things ? Is

there any felly like the folly of our manly state, which is

too wise and busy to be at leisure for these rejections ?

•' VVIien we consider death as a misery, we generally
think of it as a rniserable separation from the enjoyments
of this life. We seldom mourn over an old man that dies

rich, but we lament the young, that are taken away in the

progress of their fortunes. You yourselves look upon
me with pity, not that you think I am going unprepared
to meet the Jucli-e of quick and dead, but thnt I am to

leave a prosperous trade in the flower of my life.

" This is the wisdom of our manly thoughts. And yet
what folly of tlie silliest children is so great as this ? Fop

what is there miserable or dreadful in death, but the con-

sequences of it? When a man is dead, what does any
thing signify to him, but the state he is then in ?

" Our poor friend Lepiclus, you know, died as he was

dressing himself for a fi^ast ; do you think it is now part
of his trouble that he did not live till that entertainment

was over? Feasts, and business, and pleasures, and enjoy
ments, seem great things to us, whilst we thing of nothing
else ; but as soon as we add death to them, they al) sink

into littleness not to be expressed ; and the soul that ia

separated from the body no more laments the loss of bu-

siness, than the losing of a feast.

*• If I am now going to the joys of God, could there be

any reason to grieve that tliis happened to me before 1 was

forty years of age ? Can it be a sad thing to go to heaven,

before I have made a few more bargains, or stood a little

longer behind a counter?
*'' And if I am to go amongst lost spirits, could there be

any reason to be content, that this did not happen to me
till I was old and full of riches ?

" If good angels were ready to receive my soul, could

it be any grief to me that I was dying on a poor bed in »

garret ?
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" And if God has delivered me up to evil spirits, to ho

dragged by them to places of torment, could it be any com-
fort to me, that they found me upon a bed of state ? When
you are as near death as I am, you will know, that all the

different states of life, whether of youth or age, riches of

poverty, greatness or meanness, signify no more to you
than whether you die in a poor or stately apartment.

*' The greatness of the things which follow death,

makes all that goes before it sink into nothing.
" Now that judgment is the next thing which I look

for, and everlasting happiness or misery is come so near

to me, all the enjoyments and prosperities of life seem as

vain and insignificant, and to have no more to do with my
happiness, than the clothes that 1 wore when I was a lilll©

child.
" What a strange thing ! that a little health, or the poor

business of a shop, should keep us so senseless of these

great things that are coining so fast upon us !

'^ Just as you came into njy chamber, I was thinkinj^
with myself, what numbers of souls there are in the world
in my condition at this very time, surprised with a sum-
mons to the other world; some taken from their shops
and farms, others from their sports and pleasures ; these
at suits at law, those at gaming-tables ; some on the road,
others at their own fire-sides ; and all seized at an hour
\vhen they thought nothing of it ; frightened at the ap-

proach of death, confounded at the vanity of all their la-

bours, designs and projects, astonished at the folly of their

past lives, and not knowing which way to turn their

thoughts to find any comfort ; their consciences flying in

their faces, bringing all their sins to remembrance, tor-

menting them wii h the deepest convictions of their own
folly, presenting ihem with the sight of the angry Judge,
and the worm that never dies, the fixie that is never quen-
ched, the gates of hell, the power of darkness, and the
bitter pains of eterh-il death.

" O my friends ? bless God that you are not of this

number; and take this along with you, that there is no-

thing but a real faith in the Lord Jesus, and a life of true

piety, or a death of great stupidity, that can keep off these

apprehensions.
" Httd I now a thousand worlds, I would give thsra ?J1
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for one moment's scriptural assurance that I had really
received the Lord Jesus by a living faith into niy heart,
and for one more year's continuance in life, thatnl might
evidence the skicerity of that faith, by presenting unio
God one year of such devotion and good works as I am
pcrsu:-idcd I have hitherto never done.

"Perhaps, when you consider that I have lived free

from scandal and debauchery, and in the communion of
the church,. you wonder to see me so full of remorse and
self condemnation at the approach of death.

'• Bat, alas ! wliat a poor thincj is it to have lived only
free from r>)urder, theft and adultery, which is ail that I

can say of myself. Was not the sloihful servant, that is

condemned in the gospel, thus negiuively good ? And did

not the Saviour of mankind tell the young man, \vho led

a more blameless and moral life than I have cone, that

yet one thinj^ he lacked ?

" But the thing that now surprises me above all won-
ders is this, that till of late I never was convinced of that

reigning, soul-destroying sin of unbelief; ajid that I was
out of a state of salvation, notwithstanding ray negaiive

goodness, my seemingly sti ict morality, and attendance on

public worship and tiie holy sacrament. It never entered

into my head or heart, that the righteousness of Jesus
Christ alone could recomm,end me to the favour of a sin-

avenging God, and that I must be born again of God, and
have Christ forir.ed in my heart, before I could have any
well-guarded'aj^surance that I was a Christian indeed, or

have any solid loundcUion whereon I might build the su-

perstructure of a truly holy and pious life.

" Alas 1 I thought I had faith in Christ, because I was
born in a Christiim coimtry, and said in my creed, that
* I beleived on Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord.*

I thought I was certainly regenerate and born again, and

vvas a real Christian, because I was b 'ptized when I was

young, and received the holy sacrament in my adult age.

JBut, alus ! little did I consider that faith is something
more thim the world generally thinks of; a work of the

heart and not merely of the head, and that I must knov/

and feel that there is no other name given under heaven,

whereby I can be saved, but that of Jesus Christ.
^ It is true, indeed, you have frequently seen xne at
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ctrarchj and the sacrament ; but, alas ! you little think

what remorsie of conscience I now feel for so frequently

sayintr,
* the remembrance of our sins is grievous unio us,

and the burden of tljcm is intolerable,' \>hen I never ex-

perienced liie meaning of them in all my life You have

also seen me join with the nunister when he said,
' we do

not appro£«.ch thy table trustiag on our own righteousness ;*

but all this while I Avas uiteriy ignorant of God's i itjht-

cousncss, which is by faith in Christ Jesus, and was going
about to establish a righteousness of my own. It is irue,

indeed, I have kept the fasts and feasts of the church, and

have called Christ Lord, Lord ; but little did I think that

no one couid call Christ truly Lord, but by the Holy
Ghost. I have atiended upon ordinations, and heard the

Bishop ask tr.e candidates, ' vi'hether they were called by
llie Holy Ghost ;' i have seriously attended to the minis-

ter, when he exhorted us to pray for true repentance, and
God's Holy Spirit ; but, &las ! I never inquired whether I

niyseif had received the Holy Ghost, to sanctify and pu-

rify my heart, and work a true evangelical repentance on

my soul. 1 have prayed in the litany that 1 might bring
forth fruits of the Spirit, but, alas ! my v/hole life has

been nothing but a dead life, a round cf duties, and model
of performances, without any living faith for their founda-

tion. 1 have professed myself a member of the church
of England ; 1 have cried out,

• Tiie temple of the Lord,
the temple of the Lord,' and in my zeal have exclaimed

against Dissenters ; but little did I think that I was igno-
rant all this while of most of her essential articles, and
that my practice, as v/ell as the want of a real experience
of a work of regeneration and true conversion, when I

was using her offices, and reading her homilies, gave my
conscience the lie.

"O my friends 1 a form of Godliness without the pow-
er, and dead morality not founded on a living faith in the

Lord Jesus Christ, is such a dreadful delusion, so contrary
to the lively oracles of God, that did not I know (though,
alas, how late

!)
that the righteousness of Jesus Christ was

revealed in them, and that there was mercy to be found

with God, if we venture by a real faith on that righteous-

ness, though at the eleventh hour, X iiiust now sink into

total despair*"
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Penitena was here croing on, but had his mouth stopped
by a convulsion, which never suffeied him to speak any
moie. He lay convulsed about twelve hours, und then

gave up the i^host.

Nowr if every reader would ima-j^ine this Pcnitens to

have been some particular acqu dniance or relation of his,
and fancy that he saw and heard all which is lieie dibcri-

bed ; that he stood by his bed-side when his poor friend

lay in such distress and agony, lamentini^ the want of a

living faith in Jesus Christ, as the cause of a dead, lifeless,
indevoiit life ; besides this, should he consider how often
he himself might have been surprised in the same formal,
dead state, and made an example to the rest of the world;
this double reflection, both upon the distress of his friend,
and that goodness of God which ought to have led him to

repent.mce, would in all likelihood set him upon seeking
and earnestly praying for such a faith, of which Ferdtens
felt himself void, and constrain him to let the Lord have
no rest, till he should be pleased to apply the righteous-
ness of his dear Son to his sin-sick soul, and enable him
henceforward to study, out of love, to glorify him in all

the actions of his future life, as the best and happiest thing
in the world.

This therefore being so useful a meditation, I shall here
leave the reader, 1 hope, seriously engaged in it.
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TO THE READER.

SINCE the death of the late Mr. Wesley, many cob-

troverbies have taken place between the hearers of the

late Ml'. Whitfield, and those of Mr. Wesley, respect-

in£^ the sentiments of each, it has been thought adviseable

to republish, literally, this Pamphlet, that ail may be ena-

bled to judge for themselves.

ADVERTISEMENT.

Prefixed by M. whitfield to the First Edition

T^HE Reader will find the following pages a full ati*

swer to two little tracts lately published, entitled, Serious

Thoughts ajioii the Perseverance of the Saints^ and Pre-
destination calmly considered.

PREFACE.

I >47n very well aiuare what different effects the fiublish"

ing this Letter against the dear Mr, Wesley''s Sermon will

firoduce. Many of my friends^ that are strenuous advO'

catesfor Universal Rcdemfition, will immediately be offen^
ded, Mann that are zealous on the other aide will be much
rejoiced. They that are lukewarm on both sides, and are

earned away with carnal rrasoiiing will wish 'his matter had
never brought under debate. The reasons 1 have ^iven at
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the beginning of the letter^ I think sufficient to satisfy all of

my conduct herein, I desire, therefore,, that they ivho hold

Mlection would not triuni/Uu or make a fiarty on one hand

(for I detest any such thing ;) and that they who are fire'

judiced against that doclrtne^ be not too much concerned or

offended on the other. Known unto God are all his ways
from tne beginning of the world. The great day vjiil dis-

cover why the Lord fierinits dear ]\'h\ Wesley and me to be

of a different way of thinking. ,.it present I shall make no

enquiry into that ?natter beyond ihe account which he has

given of it himself in thefoliowijig letter^ which I lately r^
ctived from his own dear hands.

"LONDON, AUGUST 9, 1740

"my DEAR BROTHER,
« / Thank youfor yours May ^4*h. The case is quite

'(^
plain. There are bigots both for Predestination and a-

^^
gainst it. God is sending a message to those on either

^^ side ; but neither will receive it., unless from one who is of
*^ their own o/iifiion. Therefore,for a time., you are suffer'
*^ ed to be of one opinion.^ and I of another. But when his
" time is come, God will do what man connote namely, make
*^ us both of one mind. Then persecution will flame outy
^^and it will be seen whether we count our lives dear unto
*'
ourselves, so that we mayfinish our course with joy*

"i am, my dearest Brother, ever yours.
"J. WESLEY/'

Thus my honoured friend. I heartily piray God to has-

ten the time for his being clearly enlightened into all the

Doctrines of Divi?ie Revelation, that we may thus be close-

ly united in principle andjudgment, as well as heart and af-

fection. And then, if the Lord should call us to it, I care
not if I go with him to prison, or to death. For, like Paul
and Silas, 1 hope we shall sing praises to God, and count if

our highest honour to suffer for Christ's sakcy and lay doim
«wr livesfor the brethren.
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A LETTER
^ • FROM THE REVEREND

MR. GEORGE WHITEFIELD,

TO THK REVEREND

MR. JOHN WESLEY,

BETHESDA5IN GEORGIA, DECEMBER 24, 1740,

Reverend arid very Dear Brother^

God only knows what unspeakable sorrow of heart

I hcive fell on your account, since I left F^ni^land last.

AVhelher it be my infii-mity or not I frankly confess, that

Jonah could not 9;q with more reluctiince against Nineveh,
than 1 now tuke pen in hand to write ag.unst you Was
nature to speak, 1 had rather die than do it ; and yet, if I am
faithful to God, and to my own and others souls, I must
not stand neuter any longer. I am very apprehensive that

our common adversuries will rejoice to see us differing

among ourselves. But what can I say? The children of

God are irv danger of falling into error.—Nay, numbers
have been misled, whom God has been pleased to work

upon by my n.inistry, and a greater number are still cal-

ling aloiid upon me to shew my opinion. I must then

shew, that 1 know no man after the flesh ;
and that I have

no respect to persons, anv farther than is consistent with

liiy duty to my Lord and Master, Jesus Christ.

This letter, no doubt, will lose me rnany friends. And
for this cause, perhups, God has laidti,is duTicult task up-
on me, even to see whether I am willin:^ to forsake all for

Him, or not. From such considerations as these, I think

it my duty to bear an humble testimony, and earnestly

plead for the truths which, lam convinced, are clearly rc-

veded in the word of God. In the defence whereof I.

must use great plcvinness of speech, and treat my dearest
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friends upon earth with the greatest simplicity, faithful-

ness, and freedon^, leaving the consequences of all to

God.
For some time before, and especially since my last de-

parture from Enj<land, both in public and private, by
preaching and printing, vou h;ive been propagating the

doctrine of Universal Redemfition. Antl when 1 remem-
ber how Paul reproved Peter for his dissimulation, 1 fear

I have been sinfully silent too long. C)h ! then, be not

angry with me, dear and honoured sir, if nov/ 1 deliver

my soul, by telling you, that 1 think, in this, you greatly
err.

It is not my design to enter into a long debate on God's
DECREES. 1 refer you lo Dr. Edward's Veritas Redux,
Wivich, 1 think, is unanswerable, except in a certain point,

concerning a middle sort between elect and reprobate,
"which he himself in effect afterwards coiidetnns.

I shall only make a few remarks upon your sermon, en-

titled Free Grace. And before I enter upon the discourse

itself, give me leave to take a little notice of what, in

your preface, you term an indispensable obligation to make
it public to all the world. I must own, that 1 always
thought you were quite mistaken upon that head. The
case (you know) stands thus ; when you was at Bristol, I

think you received a letter fiom a private h.ind, charging
you with not preaching the Ciospel, because you did

rot preach up Election. Upon this, you drew a lot. The
answer was—Preach r.nd print. 1 have often questioned,
as I do no'v, whether, in fe,o doing, you diet not tempt the

Lord. A due exercise of religious prudence, without a

a lot, would have directed you in that matter. Besides, I

never heard that you enquired of God, whether or not

Election was a Gospel doctrine. But I fear, taking it for

granted it was not, yon only enquired whether you sliould

be silent, or preach and print againt it ? However this be,

the lot came out—Preach and print ; accordingly, you
preached and firintcd against Election. At my desii'e, you
suppressed the publishing the sermon whilst 1 was ia

England 1 but soon sent it into the world after my depar-
ture. Oh, that you had kept it in ! However, if that ser-

mon wds pt interl in ctnswer to a lot, I am apt to tiiink, one
reason why God should suffer you to be deceived v/as, jlhat
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hereby a special obligation mi^ht be laid upon me faiih-

fully to declare the Scripture Doctrine of lilection, tliat

thus ihe Lord mij^ht give me a fresh opportunity of see-

ing what was in my heart, and whether i would be true to

His cause or not ; as you could not but grant, He did

once before, by giving )ou such another lot at Deal. The
morning I Sailed from Deal for Gibraltar, you arrived

from Georgia. Instead of giving me an opportunity to

converse with you, though the ship was not far off the

shoi-e, you diTW a lot, and immediately set forward to

London. You left a letter behind you, in which w^ere

words to this effect—" When I saw God, by the wind
*' which vvcts carryinti: you out, brought me in, I asked
** counsel of God. His answer you have inclosed." This
was a piece of paper, in which was written these words—
<' Let him return to London."
When I received this, I was somewhat surprised.

Here was a good man telling me he had cast a lot, and
God would have me return to London. On the other

hand, I knew my call was to Georgia, and that I had taken

leave of London, and could not justly go from the soldiers

who were committed to my charge. I betook myself
with a friend to prayer. That passage on the first book
of Kings, chap. xiii. where we are told—" That the
"
Prophet was slain by a lion, that was tempted to go back

*'
contrary to God's express order, upon another Prophet's

*'
telling him God would have him do so :"—this passage,

I say, was powerfully impressed upon my soul, I wrote

you word that I could not return to London. We sailed

immediately. Some months after, I received a letter

from you at Georgia, wherein you wrote words to this ef-

fect—" Though God never before gave me a wrong lot,
*'
yet perhaps, he suffered me to have such a lot at that

^* time, to try what was in your heart
'*

I should never

have published this private transaction to the world, did

not the glory of God call me to it.«—Ii is plain you had a

wrong lot given you here ; and justly, because you tempt-
ed God in drawing one. And thus I believe it is in the

present case. And if so, let not the chil iren of God,
who are mine and your intimate friends, and advocates for

Universal Redcmfition^ think that doctrine true, because

you preached it up in compliance with a lot given out

fvora God, V
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This, I think, may serve as an answer to that part of

the preface to your printed sermon, wherein you say—
*'
Nothing but the st'ron-gest conviction, not only that what

*' is here advanced is the truth as it is in Jesus, but also
*• that I am indisfiensably obliged to declare this truth to all

" the world." That you believe what you have wrote to

be truth, and that you honestly aimed at God's glory in

v'ritin^, I do not in the least doubt. But then, hcnoured

sir, I can't but think you have been much mistaken in im-

agining that your tempting God, by casting a lot in the

manner you did, could lay you under an indisjiensable obli-

gano7i to any action, much less to publish your sermon

against the doctrine of Predestination to Life.

I must next observe, that as you have been unhappy in

printing at all, upon such an imaginai^y ivai-rantt so you
have been as unhappy in the choice of your text. Hon-
oured sir, how could it enter into your lieart to chuse a

text to disprove the doctrine of Election, cut of the 8ih oF4
the Romans ; where this doctiine is so plainly asserted,
that once talking with a quaker upon this subject, he had
no other vvay of evading the force of the Apostle's asser-

tion, than by sayinp— -'
I believe Paul was in the wrong."

And another fritnd lately, who was once highly prejudi-
ced against Election, ingenuously confessed, that he ui>ed

to think St. Paul himself was mistaken, or that he was
not truly translated.

Indeed, honoured sir, it is plain, beyond all contradic-

tion, that St. Paul, through the whole eighth of Romans,
is speaking of the privileges of those only who are leally
in Christ. And let any unprejudiced person read what

goes before, and what follows your text, and he must con-
fess the word all only sii/nifies those that are in Christ ;

and the latter part of the text plainly proves what, 1 find,
dear Mr. Wesh y will by no means grunt ; I mean, the

final perseverance of the children of God—" He that
«
spared not his own Son, but freely gave him for us all,

<<
(/.

c. all Saints ;) how shall he not, with him, also freely
*'
give us all things ?"— Grace^ in particular, to enable us

to persevere, and every thing else necessary to carry us
home to our Father's heavenly kingdom.

\h^t\ any one a mind to prove the doctiine of Electioni
a^ well ^oi Final Persevt-ancc^hQ could hardly wish for
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a text more fit for his purpose than that which you liave

cho.-en to disjirove it. One that does not know you, would

suspect you yourself was sensible of this: for, after the
first paragraph, I scarce know whether you have mention-
ed it so much as once through your whole sermon.

But your discourse, in my opinion, is as little to the pur-
pose as your lext

; and, instead of warpinij^, does but more
and more confirm me in the belief of the doctrine of God's
Eternal Election,

I shall not mention how illogically you have proceeded<r
Had you wrote clearly, you should first, honoured sir,

have proved your proposition—" Tiiat God's Grace is

free to all ;" and then, by way of inference, exclaimed

against what you call the horrible decree. But you knew
people (because Armiriianism^ of late, has so much a-

bounded amongst us) were generally prejudiced a.^ainst
the doctrine of Reprobation ; and therefore thought, if

you kept up their dislike of that, you could overthrow the
doctrine of election entirely. For, without doubt, the
doctrine of Election and Reprobation must stand or fall

together.
But, passinij^ by this, as also your equivocal definition of

the woid Grace^ and your false definition of the word
Free i and that I may be as short as possible, I frankly
acknowledge, I believe the doctrine of Reprobation, that
God intends to give saving Grace, through Jesus Christ,

only to a certain number; and that the rest of mankind,
after the fall of Adam, being justly left of God to con-
tinue in sin, will at last suffer that eternal death which id

its proper wages.
This is the estabhshed doctrine of Scripture : and ac-

knowledged as such in the 17th Article of the Church of

England, as Bishop Burnet himself confesses—yet deal*

Mr. Wesley absolutely denies it.

But the most important objections which you have ur-

ged against this Doctrine, as reasons why you reject it,

being seriously considered, and faithfully tried by the v/ord
of God, will appear to be of no force at all. Eet the mat-
ter be humbly and calmly reviewed, as to the following
heads.

'^
First, You say, "If this be so, f/, e. if there be an

"
Election) then is all preaciviiig vain ; it is needless to
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*.^thcm that are elected; for they, whether with preach-
*'

ing or without, will mfallibly lie saved. Therefore the
*' end of preachinj^, to save souls, is void with regard
*' to them. As it is useless to them that are not elected,
*' for they cannot possibly be saved ; they, whether with
*'
preaching or without, will infnllibly be damned. The

*' end of preaching is therefore void with regard to them
*' likewise. So that, in either case, our preaching is vain,
" and your hearing also vain." Page U)th Paragraph
the yth.

Oh, dear sir, what kind of reasoning, or rather sophis-

try, is this ! Hath not God, who hath appointed salvation

for a certain number, appointed also the preaching of the

word, as a means to bring them to it ? Does any one hold

Election in any other sense ? And if so, how is preaching
needless to them that are elected, when the Gospel is de«

sii^ned by God himself to be the power of God unto their

eternal salvation? And since we know not who are elect,

and wiio reprobate, we are to preach promiscuously to all ;

for the word may be useful, even to the non-elect, in re-

strainhig them from much wickedness and sin. However)
il is enough to excite to the Utrr.CSl ('.lligrnce 'in iVicacliin^
and hearing, when we consider that, by these means, somcj
even as mtsnv as tiie Lord hath ordained to eternal life*

shall cert.ainly be quickened, and enabled to believe. And
who that attends, especially with reverence and care, can

tell but he may be found of that happy number ?

Secondly <,
You say, *'that it (viz. the doctrine cf Elec-

*''tion and Reprobation) directly tends to destroy that ho-

''liness which is the end cf all the ordinances of God.

/'For, (says the dear mistaken Mr. Wesley) it wholly
<' takes away those first motives to follow after it, so fre-

'(quently proposed in Scripture. The hope of future re-
" ward, and fear of punishment ; the hope of Heaven, and
"fear of Hell, &c." Page 1 1th.

I thought one, that carries Perfection to such an exal-

ted pitch as dear Mr, Wesley does, would know that a

true lover of the Lord Jesus Christ would strive to be ho-

ly for the sake of being holy, and work for Christ out of

love and gratitude, without any regard to the rewards of

Heaven, or fear of Hell. You remember, dear sir, what

Scougall says—"Love*s a more powerful motive, thajt
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« does them move." But passini> by this, and granting-

thut lewards and punishments (as they certainly are) may
be motives from which a christian may be honestly stir-

red up to act for God. how does the doctrine of Election

destroy these motives ? Do not the elect know, that the

more good works they do, the greater will be their re-

ward ? And is not that encouragement enough to set them

upon, and cause them to persevere in working for Jesu»

Christ? And how does the doctrine of Uection destroy
Holiness ? Who ever preached any other Election than

what the Apostle preached, when he said—"Chosen

*'thiough sanctification of the Spirit ?" Nay, is not Holi-

ness made a mark of our Election by all that preach it ^

And how, then, can the doctrine of Election destroy holi-

ness f

The instance which you bring to illustrate your asser-

tion, indeed, dear sir, is quite impertinent. For you say—" If a sick man knows that he must unavoidably die od

unavoidably recover, though he knows not which, it is

not reasonable to take any physic at all
"
Page 1 1. Deap

sir, what absurd reasoning is here ! Was you ever sick in

your life ; If so, did not tlie bare probability or possibility

of your recovering, thougli you knew it was unalterably
fixed that you must live or die, encourage you to take

physic ? For how did you kno'^v but thit very p lysic might
be the means God intended to recover you by ? Just thus

it is as to the doctrine of Election. '' I know that it is un-

alterably fixed." may one say, '-'that I must be damned or

saved But since I know not which for a certainty, why
should Inot strive, thou52;h at present in a state of nature,
since 1 know not but this striving m.»y be the means God
has intended to bless, in order to bring me into a state of

grace ?" Dear sir, consider these things. Make an impar-
tial application ; and then judge what little reason you had

to conclude the lOth paragiaph, pige 12, in these words—" So directly does this doctrine tend to shut the very
**

o;ate of holiness in general, to hinder unholy men frona
" ever approaching thereto, or striving to enter in thereat i"

" As directly," (paragraph 1 1.) say you,
" does the doc-

*' trine tend to destroy several particular branches of holi-
" ness, such as Meekness, Love, Sec." I shall say littlej.

ienr sir, ia answer to this paragraph. Dear Mr. VVesley>
¥2
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perhaps, has been disputing with some warm,]iarro\v.spiN
ited men that held Election, and then infers, that their

"Warmth and narrowness of spirit was owinr^to their prin-

ciples. But does not dear Mr. Wesley know muny dear

children of God, who are Predestincirians, and yet are

meek, lowly, piliful, courteous, tender-hearted, of a C'aih-

olic spirit, and kind, and hope to see the most vile and

profligate of men converted ? And why ? Uecause they
hnow God saved them by an act of his electing love, and

they know not but he may have elected those who now
seem to be the most abandoned. But dear sir, we must
not judge of the truth of principles in general, iwr of this

of Election in particular, entirely from the practice of

some that profess to hold them. If so, I am sure much

might be said against your own. For I append to your own.

heart, whether or not you have not felt in yourself, or ob-

served in others, a narrow- spiritedness, and some disun-

ion of soul, towards those that hold particular redemp«
iion ? If so, then, according to your own rule. Universal

jRede7nfitio7i is wrong, because it destroys several branches

of holiness, such as Meekness, Love, Sec. But not to in-

sist upon this, 1 beg you would observe, that your infer-

ence is entirely set asi.le by the force of the Apostle's

argument, and the language which he expressly uses.

For, Col. iii. 12, and 13, he says, Put on^ therefore, (as
the Elect of God, holy and belovedJ bovjeU of mrrcy^ kind-,

ness^ humbleness ofmind^ meekness-, long'sujfering^ forbear^'

ing one another,, and forgiving one another, if any mart,

have a quarrel against any : even as Christ forgave you^ so

kIsc do ye. Here we see that the Apostle exhorts them
to put on bowels of mercy, kindness, humbleness of mind,

meekness, long-suffering, &c. upon this consideration,

namely, because they were elect of God. And all who
have experimentally felt this; doctrine in their hearts, feel

that these graces are the genuine effects of their being
elected of God.

But, perhaps, dear Mr. Wesley may be mistaken in this

point, and call that passion, which is only zeal for God's

truths. You know, dear sir, the Apostle exhorts us to

"contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the

^ Saints ;" and therefore you must not condemn all that

•sippear zealyus for the doctrJnQ gf Election; a& Darro\7s'
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spirited or persecutors, bec&use they think it tlu-ir dutf
to oppose you. I jni sure, I love you in the lK»vvels of Je-

sus Christ, and think I could lay down my life for your
sake; but yet, deur sir, I cannoi help strenuously oppo*-

sing your errors upon this imporumt subject, because I

think you warmly, thoui.h not designedly, oppose the

truth, as it is in Jesu;^. Mjy the Lord remove the scales

of prejudice from off the eyes of your mind, and give you
a zeal according to true christian knovvlerge !

77«rc%, Siys your sermon, page 13th, paragraph IS—-
" This doctrine tends to destroy the comforts of religion,
** the happiness of Christianity, he.*'

But how does Mr. W esley know this, who never be-

lieved Llection ? 1 believe, they who have experienced it,

will ai^ree with our ITih Article, " That the godly con-
*' sideration of Predestination, and Election in Christ, i^

"full of sweet, pleasant, unspeakable comfort, to godly

"persons, rind such as feel in themselves the workinsij of
" the spirit of Christ, mortifying the works of the flesh,
^* and their earthly members, and drawing their minds to
*'

iiigh and heavenly tlungs, as well because it does great-
"

ly establish and confirm their faith of eternal Salvation,
" to be enjoyed through Christ, as because it doth fervent-
*^

ly kindle their love towards God, Sec." This plainly
shews that our godly Reformers did not think Election

destroyed holiness, or the comforts of religion. As for

my own part, this d<i>ctrinc is ray daily support. I should

utterly sink under a dread of my impending trials, was I

not firmly persuaded that God has chosen me in Chris^
from before the foundation of the world ;

and that now

being effectually called, he will suffer none to pluck m©
out of his Almighty Hand.

You proceed thus—'*This is evident as to all those who
" believe themselves to be reprobate, or only suspect oe
" fear it

*,
all the great and precious promises are lost to

" them ; they afford them no ray of comfort."

In answer to this, let me observe, that none living, es-

pecially none who are desirous of salvation, can know that

they are not of the number of God's elect. None but the

unconverted can have any just reason so much as to fear

it. And would dear Mr. Wesley give comfort, or dare

you apply the precious promises of the Gospel, beings
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^ildren's bread, to men in a natural state, while they'coav
tinue so ? God fo.bid 1 What if the docnine of Election

and Keprohation does put some upondoubtmg? So does

that of Rec^enerdtion. But is not this doubling; a good
means to put them upon searching and striving, and that

striving a good means to make their Callinv< and their

Election sure? l^his is one reason, among many others,

why I admire the doctrine of Election, and am convinced

that it should have a place in Gospel Ministry, and stiould

be insisted on with faiififulness and care. It has a natural

tendency to rouse the soul out of its carnal security, and

therefore many carnal men cry out against it ; whereas

Universal RfdemfiUon is a notion sadly adapted to keep
the soul in its lethargic, sleepy condition ; and therefore

so many natural men admire and applaud it.

Your 13th, 14th, and i5th paragraphs, come next to be

sonsidered. '^ fhe witness of the Spirit," (you say, p^r-

jigraph 1 4th. page 14) Experience shews to be much ob-
*' structed by this doctrine." But, dear sir, whose expe-
rience ? Not your own ; for in your Journal, from your em-

barking for Georgia to your return to London, p^^ge the

last, you seem to acknowledge that you have it not, and

therefore you are no competent judge in this matter.

You must mean, then, the experience of others. For yoii

say in the same paragraph—*' Even in those, who have
•' tasted of that good gift, who yet have soon lost it again,'*

(I suppose you mean lost the sense of it again)
" and fal-

*' len back into doubts and fears, and darkness, even horri-

*' ble darkness, that might be felt, &c." Now as to the

darkness of desertion, was not this the case of Jesus

Chri t himself, after he had received an unanswerable

vmction of the Holy Ghost ? Was not his soul exceeding

aorroivful^ even unto deaths in the ganlen ? And was he not

surrounded with an horrible darkness, even " a darkness
" that might be felt," when on the Cross he cried out,
« My God I Mij God! Why hast thou forsaken me?*' And
that all his followers are liable to the same, is it not evi-

dent from Scripture ? For says the Apostle,
** He was

tempted in all things like unto his brethren, that he might
be able to succour those that are tempted." And is not

their lidbleness thereunto well consistent with that con-

formity to him in suffering, whicli his members are to
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Lear ? Why then should persons fallinj^ into darkness, af^

they have received llie witness of the spirit, be any argu-*
nient against the doctrine of Election I '• Yes, (you say)
" many, v»ry many of those that hold it not in all parts of
<' the earth, have enjoyed the uninterrupted witness of the

"spit it, the continual light of God's countenance, from
^' the mouient wlit^rein they first believed for many months
*' or years to this veiy day," But how does dear Mr.

Wesley know this ? Has he consulted the experience of

niany. very many, in all parts of the earth ? Or, could he
be sure of what he huth advanced vvi hout sufficient

grounds, would it follow, that their being kept in this light
is owing to their not believing the doctrine of Election ?

No; this, according to the sentiments of our church,
"
greatly confirms and establishes a true christian's faith

*'of eternal salvation through Christ;" and is an anchor
of hope, both sure and stedfast, when he walks in dark-
ness and sees no light, as certainly he may, even after he
hath received the v.'itness of the spirit, whatever you op

others may unadvisedly assert to the contrary. Then to

have respect to Gou's everlasting covenant, and to throvr

iiimscir upon the free distinguishing love of that God
who changeth not, will make him lift up the hands that

hang down, and strengthen the feeble knees. But with*

out the belief of the doctrine of Election, and the immu-
tability of the free love of God, I cannot see how it is

possible that any should have a comfortable assurance of

eternal salvation. What could it signify to a man whose
conscience is thoroughly awakened, and who is warned ia

good earnest to seek deliverance from the wrath to come,

though he should be assured that all his past sins are for-

given, and that he is now a child of God ; if, notwithstan-

ding tliis, he may hereafter become a child of the Devil,
and be cast into Hell at last ? Could such an assurance

yTeld any solid, lasting comfort, to a person convinced of

the corruption and treachery of his own heart, and of the

malice, subtlety, and power of Satan ? No ! That which
alone deserves the name of 2i full assurance of Faiths is

such an assurance as emboldens the believer, under the

sense of his interest in distinguishing love, to give the

challenge to all his adversaries, whether men or devils,
and that with regard to all their future as well as present
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attempts to destroy; saying with the Apostle, "Wh«
" shall lay any thing to the charge of God's Elect ? It is

*' God that justifies me ? It is Christ that died ; yea, rather,
^' that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God,
" who also niuketh intercession for me. Wlio shall sepa-
" rate me from the love of Christ ? Shall tribulation, op
"
distress, or persecution, or favnine, or nakechiess, or

"
peril, or sword? Nay, in all these things I am more

<' than conqueror, through Him that loved me. For I am
"
persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nop

*'
principalities nor powers, nor things present, nor things

*' to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other creature,
" shall be able to separate me from the love of God which
" is in Christ Jesus my Lord."

This, dear Sir, is the triumphant language of every
soul that has attained a full assurance of faith. And this

assurance can only arise from a belief of God's electing,

everlasting love. That many have an assurance tliat they
arc in Christ to- day, but take no thought for, or are not

assured they shall be in him to-morrow, nay, to all eterni-

ty, is rather their imperfection and unhappiness than their

privilege. I pray God bring all such to a sense of his

eternal love, that they may no longer build upon their own
faithfulness, but on the unchangeableness of that God
"Whose gifts and callings are without repentance. For
those whom God has once justified, he also will glorify,

I oiiserved before, dear Sir, it is not always a safe ride to

judge of the truth of principles from people's practice.
And therefore, supposing all that held Universal Redcmfi'
Hon in ymw way of explaining it, after they leceived iaith,

eyijoyed th(^ continual^ iminterrufited light of God's counte-

nance, it does not follow, that this is a fruit of their prin-

ciple : for that, I am sure, has a natural tendency to keep
the soul in darkness forever ; because tlie creature there-

l)y is taui^ht, that his being kept in a state of salvation is

owing to his own fi'ee will And what a sandy foundation

is that fjr a poor creature to build his hopes of perseve-
rance upon 1 Every relap'-e into sin, every sut pi ise by

temptation, must throw him "into doubts and fears, into

hoi I ible darkness, even darkness that may be felt." Hence
it is, that the letters which have been lately sent me by
those who hold Universal RedcmJitioU) are dead and life^
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less, dry and inconsistent, in comparison of those I receive

from persons on the contrary side. Those who settle ia

the universal scheme, though they might begin in the

spirit, wh.itever they may say to the contrary, aie ending
in the flesh, and building up a righteousness founded on
their own free-will; whilst the others triumph in hopes
of the glory of God, and build upon God's never-failing

promise and unchangeable love, even when his sensible

presence is withdrawn from them. But I would not judge
of the truth of Llection by the expeiience of any partic-
ular persons : if I did, (O bear with me in this foolishness

of boasting n I think I myself might glory in Election.

For these five or six years, I have received the witness of

God*s spirit. Since that, blessed be God, 1 have not

doubted a quarter of an hour of having a saving interest

in Jesus v hrist But wic«i grief and humble siiame 1 do

acknowledge, I have fc;Uen into sin often since that.

Though 1 do noi, date not, allow of any one ti-ansgies .ion,

yet hitherto 1 have not been (nor do 1 expect that while
1 am in this piesent work! 1 ever shall be) able to live one

day perfectly iree f'om dl defects an<i sin. And since

the scriptures declare, t/iat there h- not a jusf man u/ion

earth, no not among thone of the highest attainments in

Grace, that doeih good^ and sinneth not ; we are sure that

this will be the case of all the children of Go<{. The uni-

versal experience and acknowledgment of tiiis, among the

godly in every age, is abundantly sufficient to confute 'he

error of those who hold it in an absolute sense, that after
a man is born again, he cannot commit sin ; esficcially since

the Holy Ghost condemns the fiersons ivho say they have «o

sin, as deceiving themselves, as being destitute of the truth^
and making God a liar, I I'.pist. John i. 8, 10 I have
been also in heaviness throii^h manifold temptations, and

expect to be often so hefoie I die. Thus were the Anos-
tles and prinutive christians themselves. Thus was Lu-
ther, that man of God, who, as far as I can find, did not,

peremi)torlIy at least, hold Election
;
and the great John

A'ndt was in the utmost perplexity a quarter ot an hour
before he died ; and yet he was no Predestinarian. And
if 1 must speak freely, I believe your fighting so strenu-

ously against the doctrine of Election, and pleading so

vehemently for a sinless perfection) are among the rea-
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^113 QV culpable causes, why you are kept out of the liber-

ties of the Gospel, and that full assurance of faith, which

they €njoy, who have experinientally tasted and daily feed

upon God's electing, everlasting love.

But, perhaps, yon may say, that Luther and Arndt were
410 christians, at least very weak ones. I know you think

Ineanly of Abraham, though he was eminently called the

•friend of God ; and 1 believe also of David, the man af-

ter God's own heart. No wonder, therefore, that, in a

letter you sent me not long since, you should tell me,
*' That no Baptist or Presbyterian writer whom you have
*'
read, knew any thing of the liberties of Christ.'* What I

neither Bunyan, Henry, Flavel, Hcilyburton,or none of the

Kew-England and Scotch divines 1 See, dear sir, whatnar*

row-spiritedness and want of charity arise from yodir

principles ! and then do not cry out against Election any
more, on account of its being

" destructive of meekness
^' and love I"

Fourthly^ I shall now proceed to another head. Again,

says the dear Mr. Wesley, page 15. paragraph 16.*' How
*' uncomfortable a thought is this, that thousands and
*' millions of men, without any preceding offence or fault
*' of theirs, were unchangeably doomed to everlasting
"
burnings I

But who ever asserted, that thousands and millions of

men, without any preceding offence or fault of theirs,

were unchangeably doomed to evcflasting burnings? Do
not they who believe God's dooming men to everlasting

burnings, also believe that God looked upon them as men
fallen in Adam ? and that that decree which ordained the

punishment, first regarded the crime by which it was
deserved ? How then are they doomed without any
preceding fault? Surely Mr. Wesley will own God's jus-
tice in imputing Adam's sin to his posterity ; and also

that, after Adam fell, and his posterity in him. God might
justly have passed them all by^ without sending his owa
Son to be our Saviour for any one. Unless you heartilj

agree to both these points, you do not believe original sia

arit?ht. If you do own them, then you must acknowledge
the doctrine of Election and Reprobation to be highly just
and reasonable : for, if God might justly impute Adam's

sig to aU^ and afterwards have passed by a//, then he might
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"jristly pass by some. Turn on the right-hand, or on tJie

left, you are reduced to an inextricable cl'lemma. And, if

you would be consistent, you must either give up tlie doc-

trine of the Imputation of Adam's sin, or receive the

amiable doctrine of Election, with a holy and rij^hteous

reprobation, as its consequent: for, whether you can be-

lieve it or no, the wo'd ot God abides faithful.— 27ie elec-

tion has obtained it^ and the rest ivere blinded.

Your I7th Paragli, I puss over. What has been said

on Paragh. the 9th and 1 0th, with little alteration, will an-

swer it. I shall only say, it is the doctrine of Election

that mostly presses me to abound in good works. I am
made willing to suffer all things for the elect's sake—
This makes me preach with comfort, because I know sal-

vation does not depend on man's free-will, but the Lord
makes them willing in the day of his power ;

and can
make use of me to bring some of his elect home, when
and where he pleases. But,

Fifthly^ You say, Paragh. 18, Page 17—''This doc-
" trine has a direct, manifest tendency, to overthrow the
*' whole christian religion. For, (suy you) supposing that
*' eternal, unchangeable decree, one part of mankind must
" be saved, though the christian revelation were not in
«
being."
But, dear Sir, how does that follow, since it is only by

the christian revelation that we are acquainted with Go'i's

design of saving his Church by the death of his Son I

Yea, it is settled in the Everlasting Covenant, that this

salvation shall be applied to the elect through the knovr-

ledge and faith of him ; as the prophet says. By his knovj-

iedgc shall my righteous servant justify many^ Isa. liii 1 1.

How, then, has the doctrine of Election a direct tendency
to overthrow the whole christian revelation ? Who ever

thought, that God's declaration to Noah, that seed-time
and harvest should never cease, could afford an argument
for the neglect of ploughing or sowing ? or that the un-

changeable purpose of God, that harvest should not fail,

rendered the heat of the sun, or the iiifluence of the heav-

enly bodies, unnecessary to prochice it? No more does
God's absolute purpose of saving his chosen preckule the

necessity of the go-^pel revelation, or the use of any of the

-means through which he has'deterniined the ^lecree shall

VY
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fa[ke effect. Nor will the right understanding, or the

reverent belief of God's decree, ever allow or suffer a

christian, in any case, to separate the means from the end,
or the end from the means. And since we are taught I)y

the revelation itself, that this was intended and given by
God as a means of bringing home his elect, we therefore

receive it with joy, prize it highly, using it in faith
; and

endeavor to spread it through all the workK in the full as-

surance that wherever God sends it, sooner or later, it

shall be savingly useful to all the elect within its call.

How, then, in holding this doctrine, do we join with mo-
dern unbelievers in making the Christian Revelation un-

necessary ? No, dear Sir, you mistake. Infidels of all

kinds are on your side of the question. Deists, Ari«>ns,

Socinians, arraign God's sovereignty, and stand up for

Universal Redemp'iion. 1 pray God, dear Mr. Wesley's
Sermon, as it has grievtd the hearts of many of God's

children, may not also strengthen the hands of many of

his most avowed enemies 1 Here 1 could almost lie down
and weep ! O, tell it not in Gath ! Publish it not in the

streets of Askelon^ lest the daughters of the uncircumcised

rejoice^ lest the sons of unb"li(f should triumfih I

Farther, you say, page 18th, paragh. 19ih—*' This doC'*
" trine makes revelation contradict itself" For instance,

say you,
" The asserters cf this doctrine interpret that

"text of Scripture, Jacob have I loved^ but Esau have I
"
hated, as implying that God, in a literal sense, hated

<' Esau and all the reprobates from ei'erniiy 1" And when
considered ^'^ fallen in Adam^ were they not objects of his

hcitred ? And might not God, of his own good pleasure,
love or shew mercy to Jacob and the elect, and yet at the

sanie lime clo the reproba.e no wrong ? But you say,
<' God is love." And cannot God be love, unless he shews
the same mercy to all ?

Again, says dear Mr. Wesley, *' They infer from that
*' text, I will have mercy on ivhom I nvill have menvy that
" God is mercy only to some men, viz. the elect, and that
" he has mercy for those only ; flatly contrary to which is

" the whole tenor of the Scripture, as is that express de-
" claration in particular, The Lord is loving to every rnan,
<^ arul his 7nercy is over all his works.** And so it is, but

tiQX ills saving mercy. God is loving to every man, he
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sends his rain upon the evil and upon the (?ood. But you

s:iy,
'•'- God is no resfiecter of fiersonsy No! For every

one, whether Jew or Gentile, that believeth on Jesus, and
worketh righteousness, is accepted of him. But he thai

hcUeveth not shall be damned. For God is no resfiecter of

persons^ i. e. upon the account of any outward condition

or circumstance in life v/hatcver. Nor does the doctrine

ol election in the least suppose him to be so; but as the

tjovereirrn Lord of all, who is debtor to none, he has a riu'ht

to do what he will with his ov/n, and dispense his favours

to what objects he sees fit, merely at his pleasure. And
- 3iis supieme rit^ht herein is clearly and strongly asserted

in those passages of Scripture, Vv^here he says, I will havt

mercy on whom I will have mercy ^ and have comfiassion on

whom 1 will have comjiassion, Rom. ix. 13. lixodus,
xxxiii. 19

F^ariher, in page 19i;h, you represent us as inferring
from the text— '•' The children not being yet born., neither
** haxnng done good or cvil^ that the purpose of God, ac-
*'
cording to election, might stand, not of works, but of

*' him th.at calleth ; it was said unto her, (unto Rebecca)
<' The elder shall serve the younger ;"—that our predesti-
nation to life no way depends on the fore-knowledge of

God. But who infers this, dear Sir ? For if fore-know-

ledge signifies approbation, as it does in several parts of

scripture, then we confess that predestination and elec-

tion do depend on God's fore-knowledge. But if by God's

foie-knovvledge you understand God's foreseeing some

good works done by his creature as the foundation or rea-

son of chusing them, and therefore electing them ; then

\ve say that, in this sense, predestination does not any v*ay

depend on God's fore-knowledge. But I referred you, at

the beginning of this letter, to Dr. Edwaads's Veritas

Redux., which 1 recommended to you in a late letter, with

E.lisha Cole on God^s Sovereignty, Be pleased to read

those ; and also the excellent sermons of Mr. Cooper, of

Boston, in New-England, which I also s-ent you, and I

doubt not but you will see all your objections answered.

Though I would observe, that after all our reading on
both sides the question, we shall never in this life be able

to search out God^s decrees to perfection. No : we must

humbly adore what we cannot comprehend j and, with
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the f^reat Apostle, at the end of our enquiries, cry oiity

Oh ! the dcjitk^ life. Or with our Lord, when he was ad-

miring God's Sovereignty,
" Even so Father.^ for so it

i>'ce?ne(/i good in thy sight.'*

However, it may not be amiss to take notice, that if

those texts " God nvilUih that none should pcriah—I liave

no pleasure in liim that dicth," and such like, be taken
in tlicir strictest sense, then no one will be damned.

But here's the distinction : God takelh no pleasure in

the death of sinners, so as to delight simply in their death ;

but he delights to magnify his justice, by inflicting tho

punislmient which tlieir iniquities have deserved—as a

rigiiteous judge, who takes no pleasure in cendemning a

criminal, may yet justly command him to be executed,
that law and justice may be satisfied, even though it be in

his power to procure him a reprieve.
I would hint fartlier, that you unjustly charge the doc-

trine o{ Re/irobation wiih blasphemy; whereas the doc-

trine of Universal Rcdtmfition. as you set it forth, is reully
the highest reproach upon the dignity of the Son of God,
and the merit of his blood Consider, therefore, wheiheF
it be not blasphemy ratlser, to say, as you do, (p^^ge 20.)
*' Christ not only died for those that are saved, but also

"for those that perish." The text you have misapplied
to gloss over this, t;ee explained by Ridgely, Edwards,

Henry ; and I purposely om.it answering your texts my-
self, that you may be brought to red such treatises, which,
under God, would shew you your error. You cannot
IT.ake good this assertion, "That Christ cfied for them
that peiibh," without holding (as Peter Boehler, one of

the Moravian brethren, in order to make out Universal

Hedemjition^ lately frankly confessed in a letter,) ''That
" all the damned souls would hereafter be brought out of
*' Hell." I cannot think Mr. Wesley is thus minded.
And yet, without this can be proved. Universal Redejnp-
tlon, taken in a literal sense, falls entirely to the ground.
For how can all be universally redeemed, if all are not

finally saved ?

Dear Sir, For Jesus Christ's sake, consider how you
dishonor God by denying election You plainly make sal-

vation depend, not on God's Free Grace^ but on man's
Free JVilU And it is more than probable, Jesus Christ
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wotikl not have had tb.e satisfaction of seeing the fruit of

his death in the eternal salvatioji of one soul. i)m' preach-

inj^ woui'l then be vain, and all invitations for people to

believe in him, would also be in vain.

But blessed be God, our Lord knew for whom he died.

There was an eternal co'.r.pact between the Father and

Son. A certain number wus then given him. as the pur-
chase and reward of his obedience and death. For these

he prayed, (John, xvii.J iflid not for the world. For these,

and ihese only, he is now interceding, and ^^ ith their sal-

vation he will be fully satisfied.

I purposely omit makius^any farther particular remarks
on the several last pa^es of your sermon. Indeed, had

not your name, dear sir, been prefixed to the seirnon, I

could not have been so uncharitable as to think you wero
the author of such sophistry. You beg the question, in

saying that God has declared, (nutwithslandini^- you own,
I suppose, some will lie damned) that he would save all,

i. e. every individual person. You take it for granted

(for solid proof you have none) that God is urjust, if he

passes by any ; and then you exclaim ai^-ainst the horrible

decree. i\vA yet, as 1 before hinted, in holding tlie doc-

trine of Original Sin^ you profess to believe that he might

justly have passed by ail.

Dear, dear sir ! () be not offended 1 For Ch.rist's sake,

be not rash ! Give yourself to readuig. Study ihe Cove-

nant of Grace. Dovv'n witn your carnal reasoning Be a

little child. And then, insteafi of pawning you-- salvation,

as you hdve done in a late Hymn-Book, if the doc'rine of

Universal Redcmfition be not true ; instead of talking of

sinless perfection, as you have done in the Preface to ihat

Kymn-Book, and making inan's salvation depend on his

own free-will, as you have in this sermon ; you will com-

pose a Hymn in praise of sovereign, distinguishing love.

You will caution believers against striving to work a per-

fection out of their own hearts ; and print another sermon

the reverse of this, and entiiie it, Free Grace indeed.

Free^ because not free to all ; but free, because God may
withhold or give it to whom and when he pleases.

Till you do this, I must doubt whether or not you know

yourself In the mean while, I cannot but blame you for

censuring the clergy of our Church for not keeping te

VV3
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their Articles, when you yourself, by your principles,

positively deny the 9th, 10th, and 17th. Dear sir. these

things ought not i^o to be, God knows my heart, as I told

you before, so 1 declare again, nothing bui a single regard
to the honour of Christ has forced this Letter from me.
1 love and honor you for his suke ; and, when I come to

judgment, v,iU thank you, before men and aiigels, for

what vou have, under God, done for rny soul.

There, I am pe-suaded. I sha'l see dear Mr Wesley,
convinced of electioti and everlasting love. And it often

fills me with pleasure, to think how I shall behold you
casting your crown down at tlie feet of the Lamb ; and,

as it were, filled with a holy blushing for opposing the

Divine Sovereignty in the manner you have done

But I hope the Lord will shew you this before you go
hence. O how do I long for that day ! If the Lord should

be pleased to make "use of this Letter for that purpose, i%

would abundantly rejoice the heart of, dear and honored

Sir, Your affectionate, though unworthy.
Brother and servant in Christ,

GLORGE WHITEFIELD.
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EXTRACTS
FROM MR. JVHITEFJELD S JOURNALS

Bristol^ Mo72clay, July 9, 1740. On Thursday I receiv-

ed d letter from the Bishop of Gloucester, in which tiis

Lorclsliip affedionately admonished me, to exercise my
authority I received in the manner it was given me. His

Lordship being of opinion, that I ought to preach the gos-

pel only in the congregation wherein I was lawfully ap*

pointed there unto.

To-day 1 sent his Lordship the following x\ns\yer.

THE A.A'SWER.

My Lordf
" I thank your Lordship for your Lordship's kind Let»

ter.^—My frequent removes from place to place prevented

rny answering it sooner. 1 am greatly obliged to yout

Lordship, in that you are pleased to watch over my soul,

and to caution me aguinst acting contrary to the commis-
sion given me at Ordination. But if the commission w&
then receive, obliges us to preach no where but in that

parish which is committed to our care, then all persons
act contrary to their commission when they preach occa-

sionally in any strange place.
— And consequently, youy

Lordship equally offends when you preach out of your
own Diocese. As for inveighing against the Clergy

(without a cause) I deny the charge. What I say I ain

ready to make good whenever your Lordship pleases.
Let those that bring reports to your Lordship about my
preaching-, be brought ft-ceto face, and I am ready to givQ
them an answer.—St. Paul exhorts limothy, noi to re-

. ceive an accusation against an Eider under two or three

•witness's. And even Nicodemus could say, the Law suf-

fered, no man to be condemned unheard. I shall only add,

that I hope your Lordship will inspect into the lives of

your o'her Clergy, and censure them for being over re-

miss^ as much as you censure me for being q-vst rightQovf^-^
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It is their falling from their Articles, and not preaching'
the truth as it is Jesus, that has excited the present zeal of

(whom they in derision call) the Mfthodird Preachers.

Dr. Stebbin^'s Sermon, (for which I thank your Lord-

ship) confirms me more and more in my opinion, that I

ought to be instant in season and out of season, tov to

me, he seems to know no more of the true nature of Re-

generation, than Nicodemus did when he came to Jesus

by night. Your Lordship may observe, that he does not

speak a word of Original Sin, or the dreadful ronsequen-
ces of our ball in Adam, upon which the doctrine of the

New-Birth is entirely founded. No ; like other polite

preachers, he seems to think, in the very beginning of

his Discourse, that St. Paul's description of the wicked-

ness of the Heatlien is only to be referred to them of past

ages. Whereas I affirm, we are all included as much un-

der the guilt and consequences of sin as they were, and if

any Man preach any other doctrine, he shall bear his pun-
ishinent whosoever he be. Again, My Lord, the Doctoi*

entirely mistakes us Avhen we talk of the sensible opera-
tions of the Holy Ghost. He understands us just as those

carnal Jews understood Jesus Christ, who, when our Lord

talked of giving them that bread which came doAvn fiom

heaven, said, IIozv can this vian give us his Jlesh to eat ?

Indeed I know nut that we do use the word sensible, when
ive are 'alking of the operations of the Spirit of God.—
But if we do, we do not mean, that God's Spirit does man-

ifest itself to our senses^ but that it may be perceived by
the Kouh as really, as is any iicnsible impression made up-
on the body. But to disprove this the Doctor brings oup

Lord's altusion to the wind in the third of St. John, which

is one of the best texts he could urge to prove it. For if

the analogy of our Lord's Discourse be carried on, we
shall find it amounts to thus much :—That although the

operations of the Spirit of God can no more be accounted

for, than how the wind cometh and whither it goeth ; yet

may they be as easily felt by the soul as the wind may be

felt by the body. My Lord, indeed we speak what we
l5;now.—But, says the Doctor, < These men have no proof
to offer for their inward manifestations.* What proof,

my Lord, does the Doctor require ; would he have us

raise dead bodies I Have we not done greater things than
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tliese ? I speak with all humility, has not God by our min-

istry raised many dead souk to a spiritual lite. V^erily, if

men will not believe the evidence God has given that he

sent us, neither would they believe though one rose from
the dead. Besides, my Lord, the Doctor charges us with

things we are entire strangers to, such as the denying
men the use of God's creatures—encouraging abstinence,

prayer, 8cc. to the neglect of the duties of our stationso

Loid lay not tins sin to his charge. Again, he says, 'I
*
suppose Mr. Benjamin Sevvurd to be a person believing

in ChriHt^ and blameless in his conversation^ before what I

call his conversion.' But this is a direct untruth.—For it

Was through the want of a living faith in Jesus Christy

which he now has, that he was not a ChristidU before, but

a mere moralist. Your Lordship knows that our Article

says,
' Works done v/ithout the Spirit of God, and true

* faith in Jesus Christ, have the nature of sin.' And such

were all the works done by Mr. Benjamin Seward before

the time mendoned in my Journal. Again, my Lord, the

Doctor represents that as my opinion concerning Quakers
in general, which I only meant of those I conversed with

in particular.
—But the Doctor, and the rest of my Rever-

end Brethren, are welcome to judge me as tiiey please.—
Yet a little nvhile^ and ive shall all afipear before the grea^

Shefiherd of our souls. There, there my Lord, shall it

be determined who ure his true ministers, and who are

only wolves in Sheep's clothing. Our Lord, I believe,

will not be ashamed to confess us fiublicly in that day —-

I pray (xod we all may approve ourselves such faitl^ful

ministers of the New-Testament, that we may be able to

lift up our lieads with boldness. As for declining the

work in which I am engaged, my blood runs chill at the

very thoughts of it. I am as much convinced, it is my
duty to act as 1 do, as that the sun shines at noon-day. I

can foresee the consequences very well. They have al-

ready in one sense thrust us out of the Synagogues. By
and by they will think it is doing God service to kill us—
But, my Lord, if you and the rest of the Bishops cast us

out, our great aiid cofumon Master will take us up.—
Though all men should deny us, yet will not he.—And
however you may censure us as evil doers, and distufbers

of the peace, yet if we do suffer for our present way &f
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actln.i^, your Lordship at the Great Day will find, that we
sutfer only for Righteousness .^juke. In patience therefore
do I possess my soul. 1 \viliini(ly tarry the Lord's leis-

ure. In the mean while I shall continually beur your
Lordship's favours upon my Heart, and endeavor to be-

have, so as to subscrioe myself,

Your I.ordshiji^s obedient Son^
And obliged Servant^

GEORGE WmTEFIELD/'

BostonySefit 19, 1741. Slept pretty well, and in the

morning perceived fresh emunadons of the divip.e light
break in upon ctnd refresh my soul Was visiied by seve-
j-al g'entlenien and nanisters, and went to the Governor's
with Esquire WiiJard, Secretary of the Province, a man
fearing God, and with whom (thougii before unknown in

person) I have corresponded some time. i'he Governor
received me wi^h the utmost respect : He seemed to sa-

vour the things which were ot Go , and desired me to see
hi'D as often as I couid. At eleven I went to public wor-

ship at tne church of England, and afterwards went home
wiih the Commissary, who read prayers. He received
me very courteously, and it being a day whereon the cler-

gy of ihe ehta:)lished church r.^et, 1 had an opportunity of

conversing with five of thern together. I tidnk (ine of
them began with me for calling

" That Tennent and his

brethren faithful ministers of Je-us Christ." I ansv^ered,
*' 1 l^elicved the y were." Tiicy ihen qut-siioned me about
" the validity of the Presbyterian Ordination." I replied,
" I believed it was valid." They then urged againsi me
a passage in my first Journal, where I said, '^ That a Bap-" tist Minister at Deal did not give a satisfactory answer
**
concerning his mission." I answered, '<

Perliaps my
" sentiments were altered." '^ And is Mr. Wesley alter-
"

ed, said one, in his sentiments ? For he was very stren-
" uous for the church, and rigorous against all other forms
*' of governmenc when he was at Boston." I answered,
<' He was then a creat bigot, but God has since enlarged
" hia heart, and I believe he is now like-minded with me
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" in this particular."
'

I then urged,
" Tha\: a CatlialiiX-

"
Spirit was best, and that a Baptist minister had commu-

" nicated lately with me at Savannah.'* And, " 1 suppose,
"
says another, you would do him as good a turn, and

" would communicate with him.'* 1 answered, "Yes.''
" I then urged,

" That it was best to preach up the New
" Birth, and the power of godliness, and not to insist sd
" much upon the form : For people would never be
*'
brought to one mind as to that ; nor did Jesus Christ

*' ever intend it." " Yea, but, says Doctor Cutler, he did."
" How do you prove it." Why, says he, "Christ prayed
" That all might be one^ even as thou Father and I are one^
I replied.

" Thai was spoken of the inward union of the
" souls of believers witji Jesus Christ, and not of the oiit-

" ward church." *' That connot be, says Dr. Cutler, for
" hov/ then could it be said. That the world might know
" that thou hast aent me .?" He tWen (taking it for granted
that the Church of England was the only true Apostol-
ical Church) drew a parallel between the Jewish and our

Church, urgintc how God required all things to be made

according to the pattern given in the Mount. 1 answered,
" That beiore the parallel could be just, it must be pro-
" ved, tliat every thing enjoined in our church was as

*'nmch of a divine Institution as any rite or cere-
" mony under the Jewish dispensation." I added
*' further. " That I saw regenerate souls among the
*'

Baptists, among the Pres-ivterians, among the Inde-
^'
pendents, and among the Church folks, all children

"of God, &nd yet all born again in a different way of wor-
"

ship, and who can tell which is most evangelical ?"—-
" V\ hat, says the Cemmissary, can you see Regeneration
" with your eyes ?" or something to that puipose. Soon
after we began to talk of the righteousness of Christ, and
the Commissary said,

" Christ was to mi.ke up the de-
•' fccts of our righteousness." 1 asked him, " Whether
" conversion was not instantaneous ?" He was unwilling
to confess it, but he having just before baptized an infant

at public V, orship, I asked him, " Whether he believed
"

thi'.t very instant in which he sprinkled the c'lild wiih

"water, the Holy Ghost fell upon the child?" He an-

swerer!,
" Yes." " Then, said L according to your own

*?
principles, regeneration is instantaneous, and since you
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« will judge of the New Birth, by the frmts, piay watch
<^* that child, and see if it brings forth the fruits of the
^'

Spirit.*' I also said,
" That if every child was really

** born again in baptism, then every baptized infant would
«' be saved." " And so they are," says Doctor Cutler.
" How do you prove that ?" Why, says he,

" The Ru-
^^ brick says, that all infants dyin,^ after baptism, before
"
they have committed actual sin, are undoubtedly saved."

I asked,
" What text of scripture there was to prove it ?"

" Here, says he, (holding a Prayer-Book in his hand) the
" Church says so." We then just hinted at Predestina-
" tion. I said, I subscribed to the seventeenth Article of
" the Church in its literal sense with all my heart." We
Ihefi talked a little about fallini^ away finally from Grace.

I said, "A true child of God, though he might fall foully,
"
yet could never fall finally" But, says he, the Article

*'
says,

*' Men may fall away from grace given
" But

then, said I, observe what follows,
" And by the grace of

" God they may rise again." Several othtr things of less

consequence passed between us. But, being engaged to

dine at my lodging, and finchng how inconsistent they
were, I took my le ve, resolving they should not have an

opportiiuity of denying me the use of their pulpits:
Hov/ever. they treated me with more civility than any set

of our own clergymen have done for a long while. The
Commissary very kindly urged me to dine with them :

But being pre-engaged, I went to my lodging, and, in the

afternoon, preached to about 4000 people in Dr. Colman's

Meeting- House ; and, as 1 afterwards was toid by several,

with i^^reat success. I exhorted and prayed with many
that came to my lodginu;s, and inwardly rejoiced at the

prospect there was of bringing many souls in Boston, to

the saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. Grant

(^Sf O Fathe7'j for thy dear Sari's sake. Amen.-

J
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^niiapMiS) Thursday'^ Dec.6\ 1740. Had a providential

opportunity of writing some Letters last Night and this

morning to England. Waited on Gov. Ogle, and was re-

ceived with much civility. Went to pay my respects to

Mr. Stirling, the minister of the parish, who happened
not to be within ; but whilst we were at dinner, he came
with the greatest civility, offered me his pulpit, his house,
or any thing he could supply me with. About four, he
came and introduced me and my friends to a gentleman's
house, where we had some useful conversation. Our dis-

course run chiefly on the new-birth^ and the folly and sin-

fulness of those amusements, whereby the polite part of

the world are so fatally diverted from the pursuit after

this one thing' needful. Some in company I believe thought
me too strict, and were very strenuous in defence of what

they called innocent diversions ; but when I told them

every thing was sinful which was not done with a single

eye to God's glory, and that such entertainments not only
discovered a levity of mind, but were contrary to the

whole tenor of the gospel of Christ, they seemed some-
what convinced, at least I trust it set them upon doubtingy^
and I pray God they may doubt more and more—for

cards, dancing, and such like, draw the soul from God,
and lull it asleefi as much as drunkenness and debauchery.
And every minister of Christ ought, with the authority of

an apostle, to declare and testify the dreadful snare of the

devil, whereby he leads many captive at his will, by the

falsely called innocent entertainments of the polite part of

the World ; for women are as much enslaved to their

fashionable diversions^ as men are to their bottle and their

hounds : self-pleasing, self-seeking, is the ruling firincifile

in both ; and therefore such things are to be spoken
against, not only as so many trifling amusements.^ but as

things which shew that the heart is wholly alienated from
the Life of God. For if I may speak by my ovvn, as well

as others experience, as soon as ever the soul is stirred

up to seek after God, it cannot atvay ivith any such thing ;

nothing but v/hat leads towards God can delight it. And
therefore, when in company, I love to lay the axe to the

root of the tree, show the necessity of a thorough change
X.
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oT heart, and then all things fall to the ground at oncf^^-*-

My friend, C. Weslevj ^vell describes the misery of a

modem fine Lady in the following verses.

1 Tim. v. 6.

^iC that Hveth in pleasure is dead tohiU she livstJ}.

HOW hapless is the applauded Virgin's lot,

Ifer God forgetting, by her God forgot i

Stranger to truth, unknowing to obey.
In error nurs'd, and disciplin'd to stray ;

Swoln with self-will, and principled with pride,
Sense all her good, and passion all her guide :

Pleasure its tide, and flalt'ry lends its breath,
And smoothly wiift her to eternal death 1

A goddess here, she sees her voi'ries meet.
Crowd to her shrine, and tremble at her feet ;

She hears their vows, believes their life and death

Hangs on the wrath and mercy of her breath ;

Supreme in fancy*d state she reigns her hour,
And glories in her plenitude of power.
Herself the only object worth her care.
Since all the kneeling world was made for her.

For her Creation all its stores displays ;

The silk M'orm*s labour, and the diamond's blaze \

Air, earth, and sea conspire to tempt her taste,

And ransack'd nature furnishes the feast.

Life's gaudiest pride attracts her willing eyes,
And bcills, and theatres, and courts arise :

Italicin Songsters pant, her ear to please.
Bid the first cries of infant reason cease,

Save her from tliought, and lull her soul to peace.

Deep sunk in sense th' imprison'd soul remains,
Nor knows its fall from God, nor feels its chains :

Unconscious still, sleeps on in error's night.
Nor strives to rise, nor stiu>^gles into light :

Heaven-born in vain, degen'rate cleaves to earth,

(No pangs experienc'd of the second birth)
She only fallen, yet unwaken'd found,
\^^hile all tU' cnthrall'd creation groans around !

}
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^hiladdfihia, Sunday Xov. 25. Had great travail of

soul, and struggling within myself about a text to preach

from, and could not conceive ihe reason of such uncom-
mon perplexity : At last I fixed on one for the morning,
and trusted to God to direct me to one for the evening.—
But before I came from Church God shewed me what I

should do. For after I had done preaching, a young gen-

tleman, once a minister of the Church of England, but

now a Secretary to Mr. Penn, stood up with a loud voicci

and warned the people against the doctrine I had been de-

livering, urging, that there -was no such term as im/iuted

righteousness m holy scripture ; that such a doctrine put *

stop to all goodness ; that we were to be judged for our

good works and obedience ; and were commanded to d9

and //ve.-!-Whcn he had ended, I denied his first proposi-

tion, and brought a text to prove an imputed righteous-
ness was a scriptural expression ; but thinking the Church
an improper place for disputation, I said no more at that

lime. The portion of scripture appointed for the epistle,

was Jer. xxiii. wherein were these words. The Lord our

righteousness. Upon these I discoursed in the afternoon,

and shewed how the Lord Jesus was to be our whole

righteousness. Proved how the contrary doctrine over-

threw all Divine revelation. Answered all the objections
that were made against the doctrine of an imputed right-

eousness. Produced the Articles of our Church to illus-

trate it, and concluded with an exhortation to all to lay

f»bide a Reasoning Infidelity ; and to subaiit to Jesui

Christ, wlio is the end of the law for righteousness, to eve-

ry one that believeth. The verses at the beginning of the

chapter out of which the text was taken, are very remark-

able.. ..(Jer. xxiii. 1,2,3,4) God was pleased to fulfil

that promise in me ; for, blessed be his name, I was not

dismayed. The word came with power ; the Church vva-s

thronged within and without, all wonderfully attentive,

and many, as I was informed, convinced that the Lord
Christ was Qur righteousness. In the evening the gentle-

man came to me, but alas ! was so very dark in all the

fundamentals of Christianity, and such an intire stranger
to inward feelings, that I was obliged to say to him, Jrt thou

« Master of Israel, and knowest not these things ? JLordy ion*

Tfkt and cQnvert him for thy injinite mercy's sake*
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SERMON I.

SOUL PROSPERITX^

3 John i. 2.

Seloved^ 1 '^hh above all things that thou mayest prosficr^
and be in healthy even as thy soul prosfiereth.

WHAT a horrid blunder has one of the f mous, or
rather infanfious, deistical wrilers -niade, when he says,
that the gospel can;iot be of God, because there is no such

thing as friendship mentioned in it. Surely if he ever
read the gospel; having eyes he saw not, havitig ears he
heard not : but I believe the chief reason is, his heart

being waxen gross, he could not understand ; for this is

so far from being the case, that the world never yet saw
such a specimen of steady disinterested friendship, as was

displayed in the life, example, and conduct of Jesus Christ
of Nazareth.

John, the writer of this epistle, had the honor of lean-

ing on his bosom, andof being called, by way of emphasis,
the disciple ivhom Jesus loved ; and that very disciple,
which is very remarkable concerning him, though he was
one of those whom the Lord himself named Sons of

Thunder, Mark iv. 17, and was so suddenly, as bishop
Hall observes, turned into a son of lightning, that he
would have called down fire from heaven to consume his

master's enemies ; consequently, though he was of a nat-

ural fiery temper, yet the change in his heart was so re-

markable, that if a judgment may be formed by his wri-

tings, he seems as full of love, if not fuller, than any of
his fellow apostles. He learned pity and benevolence of
the father of mercies ; and to show how christian friend*

ship is to be cuhivated, he not only wrote letters to chur-
ches in general, even to those he never saw in the flesh,

but private letters to particular sainls, friends to whom b«
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v/cis attached, and wealthy rich fiiends, whom God had, by
his s«)irit, ruised up to be helpers of the (lisiressecl.

Happy would it be fur us, if v/e cnuld all learn that 'sim-

plicity of iieart which is displ -yed in these particular

words ; happy if we could learn this one rule, never to

write a letter without bomethinj^ of Jesus Christ in it :

for, as Mr. hienry observes, if we are to answer for idle

words tiiuch more ibr idle letters ; and if
• God Ins

given us our pens, especially if he has given us the

/ten of a ready ivriter, it will be happy if we can im-

prove our literary correspondence for his L>l(jry and

one another's g^ood. But what an unfashionable stylo, if

compared to our modern ones, is that of the aj^ostie to

Gains, The superscription ^/}*o;« the elder to th? well'

beloved Gaius.^ ivhom I lo-ve in the truth ; there is fine lan-

guage for you ! Many who call themselves Christ's disci-

ples, would be ashamed to write so nou'. I send this, and

that.) and, the other ; I send my compliments. Observe

v/hat he styles himself, not as the pope ;* but he styles

himself the elder. A judicious expositor is of opiiiion,

that all the other apostles were Q[z-^d^ and poor Jolm left

behind. 1 remember a remark of his,
'• the taller we

c^row, the lov/er we shall stoop." The apostle puts him-

self ulpon a level with the common elders of a church,
that he mii^ht not seem to take start upon him, not to rule

as a lion, but with a rod of love : the elder to the vjeil-beio'

Tcd Gains, whom I love in the truth. This Gains seems

to be in our modern iant^uage, what we call a eentlemen,

particularly remarkable for his hospitality, Gaius mine

host ; and this Gains was well-br^loved—not only beloved,

but well l)e!oved ; that is, one who I t^reutly esteem and

am fond of; but then he shews likewise upon what this

fondness is founded, nvhom I love in ihe truth. Ihere

are a s^rtat n)any people in writinc^ say, dear sir., o'- good
fi/r, and subscribe ijour humble servant., sir ; and not one

word of truth either in the bec^innin^ or end ; but Joha

jmd Gdius's love was in truth, not only in wot-ds, but in

* Whrther Universal Biiihofi. or Vicar of Christy Su'

fireme Head,, Lord or Governor of the JVorkL or a more

blasfihemous title,, is uncertain, the -writer not hearing dis"

Unctij ihe JLaUn words in which it ivas exfiresssd.
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d'eed and in truth ; as if he had said, my heart goes along
Nvith my hand while I am wiiiini^, and it ifives me pleas-
ure in such a correspondence as ihis, or ivhotn I love for
the truth^s ^ake^ thai is, whom I love for beinii^ particularly
attached to the truth ; und then our friendship has a pro-

per foundation, when the love of (iod and the Spirit of
the I^ord Jesus, is the husis and hond of it. One would
think this was enough now

; the cpisties orii^inally were
not divided into verses as now, that people may ihe better

find out particular places, thour^h perhaps not altogether
so properly as they mii^ht. I'he apostle's sayin.i^ beloved^
is not needless tautology, but proves the strength of his

affection ;
/ ivish that ihoic 7naijest firo.sfier^ caid be in

h(alth even as thy said firosjiercth. (iaius, it i-eems, at

this time felt a weak constitution, or a bad habit of body :

this may show, that the most useful persons, the choicest

favorites of heaven, must not expect to be without the

common infiiMuides of the human frame ? so far from,

this, that ii is often found that a thousand useful christians

have weakly conslitutlons. That great and sweet singer
of Israel, Dr. Vvatts, I remember about two and thirty

years ago told me that he Iiad got no sleep for three

months, but what was procured by the most ex:jui^ile art

of the most eminent physicians ; and, my dear hearers,
none but those that have such hal)its of body can sympa^
thize with those that are under tl.em. When we are in

high spirits we think people might do if they would. bt\t

when brought down ourselves, we cannot; but notwith-

standing his body was in this condiiion, his soul prospeied
so etuinently, so very eminently, th t the apostle could
not think it a greater mercy, or the church a greater bles-

sing, tlian that his biidily health might be as vigorous as

the health of his soul. I remember the great Col Gar-
diner, who had the honor of being killt-d in his country's
cause, closes one of his last letters to me, with wishing I

might enjoy a thiiving soid in a healthy body *,
but this

is peculiar to the followers of Jesus, they find the soul

prospers most when the body is worst ; and observe, he
wishes him a prospering body above all things. . thtt he

inight have joy and health wiih a prosperous soul ; for if

we liave a good heart, and good health at the same lime,

iuid our hearts are alive to God; we go on with a frcsii
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^ale. I observe, that the soul of mcin in general mU'Jt be;

made a pariaktr of a divine life before it can be sitid to

prosper ai all. The words of our lexl are pailicularly.

applicable to a renewed heart, to one that is really alive to

God. When a tree is dead we don't so n>ucb as expect
leaves from it, nor to see an\ beauty at all in a plant or

flower that we know is absolutely dead ; and therefore the

i^)undaii()n of the apostle's wish lies here, that the soul of

Gains, and con-ecjuenlly the souls of all true believers,

have life comtnunicated to them from the Spirit of the

livin?^ God. Such a life m ly God of his infinite mercy.

impcirt to each of us 1 and 1 think, if I am not mistaken,
and I belli ve I muy venture to say that I. am not, that

where tlie divine life is implanted by the Spiiit of the liv-

ini^ God, that life admits of decrease and increase, admits
of dreadful decays, anc' also of soine blessed revivin.^s.

The rays of the divine life being once implatued, it will

grow up to eternal life ; the new creation is just like the

old, when God said : kt there be light, arid there ivas light^

•vvliich never ceased since the universe was made, ant! the

favorite creature man was born. Upon a survey of his

own works, Ciod pronounced e-very t/xing" good, and e7itercd

into his rest ; so itwill be witii all those who are made

paricikers of the divine nature. The water that I shall

gh>e him. shall be a nvcll of ivater s/innging up into ever-

lasling life. INIy brethren, from our first coming into the

world, till our passing out of it to the spirits of just men
vmde perfect, all the Lord's children have found, some
moie, and others less, that tliey have had dreadful as well

as blessed limes, and all has been over-ruled to bring
iheni nearer unto Ciod : but I believe, I am sure, I speak
to some this nigiit, that if it was put to their choice, had
rather know that their souls prospered, than to have ten

thousand pounds left them : and it is supposed that we
may not only know it ourselves, but that otiiers may know
it. that thrir profiting., as Paul says, may appear to oll.-^

Because John s.iys, / wish above all things, thit thy body
ma'.f be in hfalih., as thy soul prospers. O, may all tliat

converse with us see it in us. We may frequently sit uii-

f\tr the gospel, but if we do not take a great deal of ci»re,

however orthodox we are, we shall fall into practical An-

tinomianism, and be contentecj that we were converts^
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twenty or thirty years nj>o, and learn, as some Antinomi*

ans. to live by faiih. Tlumk God, Siiy bome. we met with

God so many montiis ago, but are not at all soliciior.s

whether they meet vviili him any niore; and there is uot

a single individual here tlu.t is savinj^ly ixqiicinitd with

Jesus Christ, but wishes his soul prospered more than his

body.
The great queslion is, how shall I know thai my soul pros-

pers ? I have !)cen loid that theie is such a thing as know-

ing this, and that 1 can be conscious of it myself, and oth-

ers too. It may not be niispendiag an hour, to lay down
some marks whereby we may know whether our souls

prosper or no. If there be any of you of an Aminomi;'!!

turn of mind, (I don't know there are any of you) ! don't

know but you will be of the same mind of the man that

came to me in Leaden hall twenly-five years ago : Sir,

savs he, vou preached upon the murks of the new biith.

Marks, says I, yes, Sir : C) tiiank God, says lie, I atn

above marks, I tlon't mind marks at all : and you may bs

assured persons are upon the brink of Antlnojnianism,

that say, away with your legal preaching. I woncier they

cloii't say as ihey go along the streets, avvay with your

dials, avv-ay
with your dials, we don't want marks, we

know v.hat o'clock it is wiiliout any. If the maiks upon
the soul of a believer are like the sun-dial, there are

marks to prove that we arc upon the right foundation : if

the sun does not shine on the sun-dial, there is no know-

ing what o'clock it is : but let it shine, and instantaneously

you know the time of the day ; this is not kno^n ^hen

it is cloudy ;
and who dare to say but that a child of God,

for want of the sun of righteousness shining upon his

heart, may write bitter things against himself. A good
iman may have the vapours, as one Mr Brown had, that

Vrote a book of good hymns, who was so vapouiish, that

nobody could make him believe he had. a soul at all. Let

the sun shine, the believer can see wlicther the sun is in

the meridian at the sixth, ninth, or tweltth hoar, O that

there might be great searching of lieart. I have been

looking up to God for direction ; I hope the preaching of

this may be to awaken some, to cull back some back-sli-

ders, to awaken some sinners that don't care whether

theii' souls prosper or no. I dcrA mean the Tatcmacla.
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comers, or the Foundery comers, or the church, or dis-

senters, but I speak to all of you, of whatever denomina-
tion you are ; God of his infinite mercy give you his Spir-
it. You that are believers, come, let us have that com-

, nion name amonp^.us all ; if we have got it, we go off

well. If you want to know whether your souls prosper ;

let me ask you how it is between you and God, with re-

spect to secret prayer ? Good Mr. Bunyan says, if we are-

praycrless, we are Chrisiless. None of God's people
says he, come into the world still-born. Good Mr. Birket

(whose commentary has gone through five or six and

twenty editions ; and yet I think if he was now alive, and
to preach once or twice a day, they v/ould cry, Away with
his commentary, and preaching and all) speaks to the same

purpose. Come into the nvorld still-born ! what language
is that in a preacher's mouth ? but it will do for those

that like to use inarks and signs. I ivill pour out a spirit

of grace and supplication^ says the Lord ; and I will ven-
ture to say, the spirit of supplication will not be want-

ing. Persons under their first love dare not go without
God

; they go to God, not as the formalist does, not for

fear of going to hell, or being damned. It is a mercy
any thing drives to prayer ;

and a person under the spirit
of bondage, that has been just brought to the liberty of
the sons of God, goes freely to his heavenly father, under
the discoveries and constraints of divine love. Cojne, I

will appeal to yourselves ; did not you, like a dear fond

mother, if the child, the beloved child, made but the least

noise in the world, O, says the mother, the dear child

cries, I must go and hush it : so time was, when many
hearkened to the call of God, and could no more keep
from the presence of God in secret, than a fond mother
from the presence of her dear child. Now if your souls

do prosper, this connection betv/een you and God will be

kept up ; I do not say that you will always have the same
fervour as when you first set out ; I do not say you will

always be carried up into the third heavens ; the animal

spirits possibly will not admit of such solace ; but you
should encpiire with yourselves, whether you would be

easy to be out of God's company? Steal from behind your
counter, and go and converse with God. Sir Thomas
Abney, who was observable for keephig up constant pray
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*f in his family, being asked how he kept up prayer that

night he was sworn in Lord Mayor ? Very well, says he,
I got the company into my room, and eniertaiiied ihem,
and when the time came, I told them I must leave theia

a little, while I went and prayed with my family, and re*

turned again. God grant wc may have many sucli Lord-

Alayors. If our souls prosper, the same principle will

reign in us, and make us conscientiously attend on thd

means of grace. It is a most dreadful mark of an enthu-

siastic turn of mind, when persons think they are so hia;h

in grace, that they thank God they have no need of ordi-

nances. Our being the children of God, is so far from

being the cause of our wanting no ordinances, that, proper-

ly speaking, the ordinances are intended for the nourishing
of the children of God ; not only for the awaking the soul

at first, but for the feeding of the soul afterwards. If the

same nourishment the child receives before, feeds it afier

it is born ; and as the manna never failed, but the children

of Israel partook of it daily while in the wilderness, till

they came to Canaan, so we shall want our daily bread,

we shall want the God of grace and mercy to convey his

divine life into our hearts, till we get into the heavenly
Canaan. There faith will be turned into vision, and then

We shall not want ordinances ; and let people say what

they will, if our souls prosper we shall be glad of ordi-

nances, we shall love the place where God dwells ; we
shall not say, such a one fireaches^ and I will 7iot go, but if

we are among them we shall be i',lad of a good plain coun-

try dish, as well as a fine garnished desert ; and if our

souU prosper, we shall be fond of the messengers as well

as the message : we shall admire as much to hear a good
ram*s-horn, such as bIov\ed down the walls of Jericho, as

a fine silver trumpet. So in all the ordinances of the

Lord, that of the Lord's supper for example ; if the soul

does not attend thereon, it is an evidence tl at it does not

prosper. It is a wonder if that soul has not done some-

thing to make it afraid to meet God at his table, jidamy
•where art thou ? says the eternal Logos to his fallen crea-

ture, and every time vie miss, whether we think of it or

no, the Redeemer puts it down ; but if our souls prosper,
how shall we run to the table of the Lord, and be glad t«

com^ often to the commemoriition of bis death.
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I >vill venture to affirm farther, that if your souls projl*

per, you will grow downwards. What is that I why yo*
will grow in the knowledge of yourselves. I heard, when
I was at Lisbon, that some people there began at the top
of the house first. It is odd kind of preaching, that will

do for the Papists, resting merely in externals. The
knowledge of ourselves is the first thing God implants—
Lordy lei me know myself^ was a prayer that one of the

Fathers put up for sixteen years together ; and if yoo.
have high thoughts of yourselves, you may know you are

light-headed, you forget what poor silly creatures you are.

As our souls prosper we shall be more and more sensible,
not only of the outside, but of the inside ; we first battle

with the outward man, but as we advance in the divine

life, v,e have nearer views of the chambers of imagery that

are in our heaits ; and one day after another we shall find

more and more aboniicasion there, and consequently we
-shall see more of the glory of Jesus Christ, the wonders
of that Immanuel, who daily delivers us from the body of
«in and death ; and 1 mention this, because there is noth-

ing move common^ especially with young christians. I

used formerly to have at least a hundred or two hundred
in a day, who would come and say, O dcrij", 1 .im so and

so, I met with God ; ah ! lliat i'3 quite well : a week after

they would come and say, O, sir, ii i^ a;! delusion, there

was nothing in it ; what is the matter ? O never was such
a wretch as I arn, I never thought I had such a wicked
heart. Oh I God cannot love ; now, sir, all my fervofi
and all that I felt is gone ; and what then ? does a tree

never grow but when it grows upward ? some trees I fan-

cy grow downward ; and the deeper you grow in the

knowledge of God and his grace, that discovers the cor-

ruptions of your hearts. Do not you find that aged men
look upon some former states. I know some people can't

look bdck to see how many sins they have been guilty of j

but if grace helps us to a sight of our inherent corrup-
tions, it wdl make us weary of it ; and lead us to the blood

of Christ to cleanse us from it ; consequently, if your
souls prosper, the more you will fall in love with the glo-
rious Redeemer, and with his righteousness. I never
knew a person in my life that diligently used the word,
and other means, but as they improved in grace, saw more
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tSid more of the necessity of depending upon a better

righteousness than their own. (Tcneraliy when we first

set out, we have got better hearts than heads ; but if we
grow in the divine life, our heads vail grow as well as our
hearts, and the Spirit of God leads out of abominable self,
and causes us to flee more and more to that glorious and

'complete righteousness that Jesus Christ wrought out.

The more your souls prosper, the more you will see of
the freeness and disiingulshing nature of God's grace,
that all is of grace. We are all nalu rally free-willers,
and generally young ones say, C) we have fuund the Mes-
siah, of whom Moses and the Prophets spoke ; which is

right, except the word ^.ue have found ; for the believer a
little after learns, that the ?>!ei.siah had found him. I

mention this, because we ought not to make persons offen-
ders for a word ; we shoulJ be.r with young christians,
and not knock a young child's brains out, because he can-
not speak blank verse.

Let it not be forgotten also, that the more your souls

prosper, the more you will get above the world. You
cannot think that I mean you should be negligent about
the things of this life. Nothing tries my temper more,
than to see any about me idle ; an idle person tempts the
devil to tempt him. In the state of paradise Adam and
Eve were to dress the garden, and not to be idle there ;

after the fall they were to till the ground : but if any body-
says that the Methodists think to be idle, they injure them.We teil people to rise and be at their work early and late,
that they may redeem time to attend the word. If all

that speak against the Methodists were as diligent, it would
be better for their wives and families. What, do you
think a true Methodist will be idle ? no, he will be busy
•with his hands, he knows time is precious, and therefore
he win work hard that he may have to give to them that

need, and at the same time he will live above the world ;

and you know the earth is under your feet, so is the
world. When he goes to sleep he will say, I care not
"Whether I awake more. I can look back, and tell you of
hundreds and hundreds that once seemed alive to God,
and have been drawn away with a little filthy, nasty dirt.

Hov/ many places are there empty here, that have been
illed witii persons that once were zealous in their atten-
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dance ? As a person the other day, to whose having a plac©
- it Was objected, that he was a Methodist ; no, says he, I

have not been a Methodist tiiese two years. I do not, for

my part, wish people joy when they get money ; only
take care it does get into, and put your eyes out ; if your

money increases, let your zeal for good works increase.

Perhaps some stranger will say, I thought you was against

good works. I tell you the truth, 1 am ag.tinst good
Works. Don't run away before I have finished my sen-

tence ; we are against good works being put in the room
of Chiist, as the ground of our acceptance ;

but we look

upon it, if we have a right fdiih, our faith will work by
love. Ever since I was a boy, I remeniber to have heard

a story of a poor indigent be.srgar, who asked a clergyman
to give him his alms, which being refused, he said, will you
please, Sir, to 'jjive me your blessing ; says he, God bless

you ; O, replied the beggar, you would not give me that

if it was worth any thing. There are many who will talk

friendly to you, but if they suppose you are come for any

thing, they will run away as from a pick-pocket ; whereas,
if our souls prospered, we should count it more blessed to

give than to receive. When we rise from our bed^, this

would be our question to ourselves, what can I do for God

to-day ? what can I do for the poor ? have I two, or five,

or ten talents ? God help me to do for the poor as much
as if I knew I was to live only this day.

In a word, if your souls prosper, my dear hearers, you
will grow in love, there are some good souls, but xcvj
narrow souls ; they are so afraid of loving people that

differ from them, that it makes me uneasy to see it.—
Party spiiit creeps in among christians, and whereas, it

was formerly said, see how these christians love 07ie anOih'

cr I now it may be said, see how these christians hate one an-

other I I declare from the bottom of my heart, that I am
more and more convinced that the principles 1 have

preached are the word of Gt.d. Pray, what do you do at

Change \ is there such a thing as a Presbyterian, or Inde-

pendent, or Church-walk there ? is there any Chamijers
there for the Preshytetians, and Ind':pendents, and Church-
mrn to deal in ; People may boast of their wildfiie-zcai

for God; till ihey can't bear the sight of a person that ciif-

y



(
278 )

fers from them. The apostle commends Gaius for his

catholic love to strangers. That was a glorious saying of

a good woman in Scotland, Coine in, says she, ije blessed

of the Lord } I have a house that will hold a hundred, and

a heart that will hold ten thousand. God give us such a

heart ; he that dwel'cth in love^ divelleth in God, I could

mention twenty marks, and so go on, wire-drawing till

nine or ten o'clock ; but it is best to deal with our souls

as with our bodies, to eat but a liule at a time. It is so

Avith preaching ; though I don't pioceed any farther in

\ny discourse, God bless what has been said.

But is there a child of God here that can go away, with-

out a drooping heart ; I don't speak ihat you may think

rtie hun.ble : I love sincerity, inward and outwaid, and

liate guile. Vv hen 1 think what God has done for me,
how often he has pruned me, and dug and dunged about

me, and when I think how liule 1 have done for God, it

makes me weep, if possible, tears of blood ;
it makes me

cry, O mij leariness^ my Itaniiessy as I expressed myself
\vith my fiend to day. This makes me long, if my
strength of l^ody would permit, to begin to be in earnest

for my Lord, What say you, my deiir friends, have all

of you t.ot the same temper ? have you snade the progress

you ougiit to have done 1 O London I London ! highly
favored London ! what would some people give for thy

privileircs ? what would tb.e people I was called to preach
to but this day se'ennight ? A good, a light honorable la-

dy, about three and twenty miles off, has brought the gos-

pel there. I'he people that I preached to, longed and

thirsted after the same message ; they said they thought

they never heard the truth before. You have the manna

poured out round the camp, and I am afraid you are cal-

ling it light bread ; at least, I am afraid you have had a

bad digestion. Consider of it, and for Jesus Christ's sake

trentble for fear God should remove his candlestick from
among you, i^aborers arc sick ;

those that did once labor

are almost W(jrn out, and others they only bring them.-

selves in'o a narrow sphere, and so confine their useful-

ness. The' e are few that like to go out into the fields ;

broken heads and dead cats are no more the ornaments of

ci Methodist, but silk scarves. Those honorable badges
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are now no more : the lanj^uor has got from the ministers

to the people, and if you don't take care, we shall all fall

dead together. The Lord Jesus rouse us, the Son of

Gorj rouse us all. Ye should show the world the way,
and ye that have been Methodists of many years standing,
show the young ones that have not the cross to bear as

we once liad, what ancient Meihodisni was.

As for you who are quite negligent about the prosperitr
of your souls, who only mind your bodies, who are more
afraid of a pimple in your faces, than of the rottenness of

your hearis ; that will say, O give me a good bottle and a

fowl, and keep the prosperity of your souls to yourKelvcs,
You had belter lake caie what you say, for fear God should

take you at your word. I knew some tradesmen and

faruiers, and one had got a wife, perlmps with a fortune

too, who prayed they might be excused, they never came
to the supper, and God sent them to hell for it too ; this

may be your case. 1 was told to-day of a young woman,
that was very well on Sunday when she left her friends,

when she came home was racked with pain, had an in-

flammation in her bowels, and is now a breathless corpse.
Another that I heard cf, a Christless preacher, that al-

ways minded his body, when he was near death, he said

to his wife, 1 see hell opened for me, I see the damned
tormented, I see such a one in hell that I debauched ; in

the midst of his agony he said, I am coming to thee, I am.

coming, I must be damned, God will damn my soul, and
died. Take care of jesting with God ; there is room

enough in hell, and if you neglect the prosperity of your
souls what will become of you ? what v>'ill you give for a

grain of hope, when God requires your souls ? aivake

thou that sleepcst ; hark ! hark ! hark ! hear the work of

the Lord, the living God. Help me, O ye children of

God : I am come with a warrant from Jesus of Nazareth
to night. Ye ministers of Christ that are here, help me
with your prayers : ye servants of the living God, help
with your prayers. O with what success did I preach in

Moorfields when I had ten thousand of God's people

praying for me ; pray to God to strengthen my body :

don't be afraid I shall hurt myself to-night : I don't care

what hurt I do myself, if God may bless it j lean preach
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but little, but may God bless that little. I weep and cry,
and humble myself before my God daily for being laid

aside ; 1 would not give others the trouble if 1 could

preach myself. You have had the first of me, and you
v.ill have the jast of me : the angels of God waited for

your converbion, aiid are now ready lo take caie of the
soul Hlicn it leaves the rotten carcase. The worst crea-

ture under heaven, that has not a penny in the v\orld, may
be welcome unto God. However it has been with us in

limes past, may our souls proi^per in time to come ; which
God grant of his infinite mercy. Amen.

SERMON XVI.

GOD A BELIEVER'S GLORY.

Isaiah Ix. 19.

And thy God thy Glory.

I Lately had occasion to speak on the verse irnmc-

diately following tliat of our text; but when I am reading
God's word, I often find it is like being in a templed gar-
den, when we pluck a little fruit, and find it good, we are

npt to look aftei- and pluck a little more, only with this

difference, the fiuit we gather below often hurts the body
at the same lime that it pleases the appetite, but when we
•walk in God's garden, when we gather fruit of the Re-
deemer's plants, the more we eat the more we are de-

lighted, and the freer we are, the more welcome ; if any

chapter in the bible deserves this character and descrip-
tion of an evangelical Eden, this does.

It is very remarkable, and 1 have often told you of it,

that all the apostles preach first the law, and then the gos-

pel, which finds man ia a siute of death, points out to him
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how he is to £^et life, and then sweetly conducts him to it.

Great and glorious tilings are spoken of the church of

God in this chapter ;
and it struck me very much this

evening ever since 1 came into the pulpit, that the great
God speakbof the church in a singular number : how can

that be, when the chuich is composed of so many mil-

lions gatliered out of all nations, languages, and tongues ?

how is it, that God says thy maker, and not your maker,
that he speaks of the church as though it consisted only
of one individual person ? the reason of it is this, and is

very obvious, that though the church is composed of ma-

ny members, they have but one Head, and they are united

by the bond of one vSpirit, by whom they have the same
vital union of the soul with God ; and therefore it teaches

Christians not to say to one another, I am of Paul^ I am
of J/iollosy or Ctfihas^ but to behave and live so, that the

world may know that v e all belong to one common
Christ : God revive, continue, and increase this true

christian love among us ! Of this church, thus collective-

ly considered, united under one head, the blessed evan-

gelical prophet thus speuk^.
— Violence shall no more bs

heard in thy land^ ivasting nor destruction within thy bor-

ders^ but thou shalt call thy tvalls salvation^ and thy gates,

(where the magistrates assemble, and the people go in and

out,) praise. From this text, a great many good and

Great men have e-^thered v.^hat thev call the Millenium,
that Jesus Christ is to come and reign a thousand years
on earth, but I must acknowledge that i have always re-

jected a great many good men's positive opinion about the

season when this state commences, and 1 would v»?arn you.
all against fixing any lime ; for what signifies whether

Christ comes to reign a thousand years, or v/hen he

comes, since you and i are to die very soon ; and there-

fore instead of puzzling our heads about it, God grant we
may live so that we may reign with him forever ; and it

seems to me, that whatsoever is said of this state on earth,

that the millenium is to be understood in a spiritual sense,

as an emblem of a glorious, eternal, beatific slate in tlic

kingdom of heaven. The sun shall no 7nore be thy light

by day, nor for brightness shall the 7noon give light un*o

t'hcey but the Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light s

Y2
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and in order to prepare us for that light, and show us the

nature of it, while we speak of it may it come with light
and power to our souls. He adds in our text, and thy
God shall be t/iy glory : this is spoken to all believers in

general, but it is spoken to all fearful believers in particu-
lar

; and I don't know that I can possibly close my poor,
feeble ministration among you here, belter than with these

words ; though, God willing, I intend, if he shall strength-
en me this week, to give you a parting word next Wed-
nesday morning ; and O that what has been my comfort

this day in the meditation on this passage, may be yours
and mine to all eternity. He that hath an ear to hear, let

him hear what the evangelic prophet saith, Thy God thy

glory.
The Holy Gho3t seems, as it were, particularly fond of

this expression ; when God published the ten command^
ments upon mount Sinai, he prefaced it thus, / am the

Lord^ and not content with that, he adds, thy God: and

the frequency of it, I suppose, made Luther say, that the

gospel deals much in p-ronouns^ in which consists a believer^s

comfort i but if there were no other argument than this,

it would cut up that destructive principle by the very root

that pretends to tell us that there is no such thing as ap-

propi iation in the Bible ; that our faith is only to be a ra-

tional assent to the word of God, without a particular ap-

plication of that word made to our souls : this is as con-

trary to the gospel, and to the experience of every real

saint, as light is contrary to darkness, and heaven to hell.

My brethren, I appeal to any of you, what p;cod would it

do you, if you had ten thousand notes wrote in large char-

acters by the finest hand that can write in London ; sup-

pose you have got them, as many men have, and as it is a

very convenient way, that they were put into your little

pockets, made on the inside of your coat ; suppose yoti

should say, my coat is buttoned, I have all these here next

my heart: when I come to look at them, I find there is

not one note payable to me, they are all forged, or paya-
ble to some body else, and therefore are good for nothing
to me. All the promises of the gospel, all that is said of

God and Christ, is ours. The great question therefore is,

whether the God we profess to believe in, is our Qod?
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not only, whether he is so in general, that the devils may.

say ; but whether he is our God in particular. The de»

•vils can say, O God ; but the devils cannot say, my God :

that is a privilege peculiar to God's chosen people, who

really believe on the Lord Jesus Christ : and therefore,

my brethren, a deist cannot say, my God, my Christ, be-

cause he does not believe on that medium by which God
becomes our God. That was a noble saying of Luther,
" 1 will have nothing to do with an absolute God ;" that

is, I will have nothing to do with a God out of Christ—
IS'ow this is a deist's glory : Lord Bolingbroke values.

him elf upon it ; I am astonished at that man's infidelity,

and cowardice. I don't like those men tliat leave their-

writings to be published after their death : I love to see

men bold in their writings : I like an honest man that

will put out his writings while alive, that he may see what^

men can say against him, and then answer them ; but it

is mere cowardice to leave it to the world to answer for it,

to set us a cavelling after they are got into the grave :

says he, I will have nothing to do with the God of Moses ;

and I suppose the principles of that deist, made one pret-

ty near to him, ask as soon as the breath was out of his-

body, where do you think he is gone to? another replies,
where do you think, but to hell. God grant that may not
be the portion of any here !

The question then is, how God is our God ; thy God^

My brethren, our all depends upon it ; what signifies say-

ing, this is mine, and that is mine, if you cannot say, God
is mine. The best thing that God has left in the New-
Testament, is himself; I will be their God^ that is one of
the legacies ; and a neiv heart also will I give them, that

is another, / will put my laws in their mind^ and write them
in their hearts^ that is another : but all that is good for no-

thing, comparatively speaking, unless God has said at the
same time, for they are all inseparable, I will he their Gody
and' they shall be my people . Now how shall I know that

God is my God ? I am afraid, some people think there is

no knowing ; well then, if you think so, you set up a

worship, and go and erect an altar, and instead of receiv-

ing God in the sacrament as yours, go and worship an un-

knowfi God. I am so fi\r from believing that we gannat
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fenow that God is ours, that I am fully persuaded of it,

and would speak it with humility, and I would not chuso
to leave you with a lie in ray mouth, that I have known it

for about thirty-five years as clear as the sun is in the me-
ridian, that God is my God. And how shall I know it,

my brethren ? I would ask you this question, didst thou
ever feel the want of God to be thy God ? Nobody know3
God to be their God that did not feel hirn to be his God in

Christ : out of Christ, God i% a consuming fire. I know
there are a great variety of ways in people's conversions,
but still, my brethren, we must all feel our misery, we
must all feel our distance from God, all feel that we arc

estranged from God, that we bring into the world with us
a nature that is not agreeable to the law of God, nor pos-
sibly can be ; we cannot be said to believe that God is our

God, till we are brought to be reconciled to him through
his Son. Can I say a pei-son is my friend, till I am recon-

ciled to him ? and therefore the gospel only is the minis-

tration of reconciliation. Paul saith, TVe beseech you as

umbassadors of Christy that you ivould be reconciled unte

God : this is to be the grand topic of our preaching ; we
are to beseech them, and God himself turns beggar to his

own creatures to be reconciled to him : now this recon-

eiliation is brought about by a poor sinner's being brought
to Jesus Christ ; and when once he sees his enmity and
hatred to God, feeling Hie misery of departing from him,
and being conscious that he is obnoxious to eternal wrath,
flies to Jesus as to a place of refuge, and expects only a

reconciliation through the blood of the Lamb ; without

this, neither you nor I can say, God is my God : there is

no fieace^ saith my God, to the "ivicked. The ministers of

Christ must take care they don't preach an unknown God,
and we must take care we don't pretend to live upon an un-

known God, a God that is not appropriated and brought
home to our souls by the efficacy of the Spirit. But, my
brethren, we cannot say. God is our God, unless we are in

Jesus Christ. Can you say, such a one is your ftither, un-

less you can give proof of it ? You may be bastards, there

are many bastards laid at Christ's door. Now, God cannot

be my God, at least I cannot know him to be so, unless

he is pleased to send into my heart the spirit of adoption,
and to admit me to enjoy familiarity with Christ.^
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'My brethren, I told you the other night that the grand

controversy God has wilh England is for the slighl put
on the Holy Ghost. As soon as a person begins to talk of

the work of the Holy Ghost, they cry, you are a inetho-

^ist : as soon as you speak about the divine influences of

the Holy Ghost, O 1 say they, you are an enthusiast.

May tlie Lord keep these methodistical enthusiasts

amongst us to the latest posterity. Ignatius, supposed to

have been one of the children that J^esus took up in his

arms, in his first Epistle, (pray read it) wrote soon after

St. John's death, and we valued nothing so authentic as

what was wrote in the three first centuries, bears a noble

testimony of this truth. When 1 was performing ray
first exercit>es at Oxford, I used to take delight to walk
and read it, and could not help noting and putting down
from time to time several remarkable passages. In the

superset ipiion of all his Epistles, I renu mber, he styles
himself Theofihoros^ i. e. Bearer of God,* and believed

that those he wrote to. were so too. Somebody went and
told Trajan, that one Ignatius was an enthusiast, that he
carried Ciod about him : being brought before the empe-
ror, who, though in other respects a good prince, was a

cruel enemy to the christians ; but many a good prince
does bad things by the influence of wicked counsellors,
like our king Henry the Vth, who was bi ought in to per-
secute the poor Lollards, for assembling in St. Giles's

fields to hear the pure gospel, by false accusation of being
rebels against him. Before such a prince was Ignatius

brought ; says Trajan who is this that calls himself a
bearer of God ? says Ignatius, I am he, for wiuch he

Cjuntes this passage, / 'ivill dwell in th^m^ and ivill walk in

the?])., and they shall be mij sons and daughters^ says the

Lord Almighty. The emperor was so enraged, that, in

order to cure him of his enthusiasm, he ordered him to

be devoured by lions ; at which Ignatius laughed for joy :

O ! says he, am I going to be devoured ? and when his

friends came about him, he almost danced for gladness ;

when they carried him to execution, he smiled, and turn-

ing about, said, now I begin to be a martyr of Jesus-

* Deum ferens, insfiiredy divine^ holy.
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lirist! I have heard that the lions have leaped from tlie

martyrs, but when they come to nie, I will encouiiige
them to full on me with all their violence. God give you
such enthusiasm in a tryin^^ hour ! This is to havt- God
for our God : he that bclieveih hath the ivimess in himself^
as it is written in this blessed word of Ciod. and 1 hope it

will be the last book that I shall reud. 1 arev.'cl father,
farewel mother, farewel sun. moon, and stars 1 was the

lan^uai^e of one of the Scotch maityrs in kini^ Charles*
time, and it is amazing to me thai even Mr. Hume (I be-

lieve) a professed deist, in his history of Eni;land, men-
tions this as a grand exit, and also tiuu seraphic soul Mr.

Hervey, now with God, that the last words of the martyr
were, Farewel thou precious Bible, thou blessed book of
God. This Is my rock, tids is m.y foundation ; it is now
about thirty-five years since I hej^un to read the bible upon
my pillow, i love to re.id this book, but the book is noth-

ing but an accoimt of the promises wldch it contains, and
almost every word from the beginning to the end of it,

speaks of a spiritual di^^pensalion, and the Holy Ghost,
that uniieii our souls to Gr-d, and helps a believer to s ty

tny Lord and my God ! If you content yourselves wi'di

that, the devil will let you talk of doctrines enough : O
you shall turn from Arminianism to Calvinisni : O yoti
shall be orthodox enough, if you will be content to live

without Christ's living in yoii. Now when you have got
the Spirit, then

j
on may say, God is mine. O this is very

fine, say some, every body pretends to the ^.pirit ; and
then you may go on as a bishop once told a noblenian—.

3VIy Lord, these Methodists, say they, do all by the Spirit,
so if the devil bids them murder any body, they will say,
the Spirit bid them do it ; and that very bishop died, how ?

why hortid ! the last words he spoke were th.ese, The
battle is fought^ the battle is fought^ the battle is fought^
but the victory is lost forever. God grant you and I may
iiot die \viih such words as these^;., I hope you and I shall

die, and say, The battk is fought^ the battle is fought, the

battle is fought^ I have fought the good fght^ and the vie-

tory is gained forever. Thus died Mr. Ralph Erskine—
his last words were. Victory, victory, victory 1 and they
that can call God their God, shall by and by cry, Victory,
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victory ! and that forever. God grant that we may all bt

of that happy number.
If we can call Gotl our God, we shall endeavor by the

Holy Ghost to be like God, we shall have his divine image
stamped upon our souls, and endeavor to be followers of

that God who is our Father : and this bi-inij;s in the other

part of the text, thy God thy glory. What is that ? The

greatest honor that a pour believer thinks he can have oti.

earth, is to boast that God is his God. When it was pro-

posed to David, that it he killed an hundred Philistines,.

he should have the kinij;'s daughter for his wife, and a very

soiry wife she was, no great s^ain turned out to him : say*
he, do yon think it is a small thing to be the son-in-law to a

king? a poor stripling as I am here, come with my shep-
herd's crook, what 1 to be married to a king's daui^hter ;

do you think that is a small thing ? and if iJavid thought
it no small thing to be allied to a king l)y his daughter,
what a great thing must it be to be allied to the Lord by
one spirit ? I am afraid there are soaie people that were
once poor that are now tich, that think it a great thing,
that wish, C) that my family had a coat of arms ; some
people would give a thousaml pounds, 1 believe, for one.

Coats of arms are very prwjjer to make distinction in life,

^ great many people wear coats of arms that their ances-

tors got hoiiourcibly, but they are a disgrace to them as

they wear ihe»n on their coaches But this i-. our glory,
"wheiher we walk or ride, whatever our pedigree mciy be
in life this is our honor, tfeat our Go 1 may be our glory.
O what manner of love i.<i rhis^ s..ith one, that th- Lo>'d doth

bis' 0X0 071 US that nue should be called the sons of God I born
not of tiie vvili ot man, born not of flesh, but born from
ab -ve. O God grant that this may be your glory ajad

mine !

My brethren, if God is our God and our glory, I'll teU

you what we shall prove if by: wMiether we eat or drink,
or whatever m c do, we should do all to the glory of God,
Relitjion, as I have often told vou, turns our whole life

into one continued s;icrifice of love to God. As a nt edle

when once touched by a loadstone, turns to a particular

pole, so the heart that is touched by the love of G')d|
iurns to his God again. I fehaU l^ve occgts^pn to take fta-
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tlce of it by and by, when I am aboard a ship : for as sooi
as I get on board I generally place myself in one particular

place under the compass that hangs over my head, 1 often

look at it by night and by day ; when 1 rise, the needle
turns to one point, when I go to bed I find it turns to the
same point : and often, while 1 huve been looking at it,

my heart has been turned to God, saying, Lord Jesus, as

that needle touched by the loadstone, turns to one poh)t|
O may my heart, touched by the magnet of Gou's love,
turn to him ? A great many pople think, tht-y never wor-

ship God but when at church ; and a great many are very
demure on Lord's days, though njany bet^^in to leave that

off. I know of no place upon tiie face of the earth wliere

the Sabbath is kept as it is in Boston ; if a single person
was to walk in Boston streets in time of worship, he would
be taken up ; it is not trusted to poor insignificant men,
but the justices go out in time of worship, thev walk with

a v^hile wand, and if they catch any person walking in the

streets, they put them under a black rod. O I the gieat
mischiefs the poor pious people have suffered lutely

tlirough the tow n's being disturbed by the soldiers ! W hen
the drums were beating before the house of 13r. Swvell,

one of the holiest men that ever was, when he w^is tsick

and. dying, on the sabbath-day, by his meeting, where the

noise of a single person was never heard before, and he

begged that for ». hiist's sake they would not beat the

drum ; they danmed, and said, that they would beat to

make him worse ; this is not acting for the glory of God ;

but when a soul is turned to God, every day is a sabbath,

every meal is a spiritual refreshment, and every sentence

he speaks, should be a sermon ; and whether he stays

abroaf! or at home, whether he is on the exchange, or

locked up in a closet, he can say, O God, thou art my
God!
Now, my dear friends, can you, dare you say, that your

God is your glory, and do you aim at glorifying the Lord

you Gorl : if your God is your glory, then say, O God

forbid that I should glo-nj, save in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, by ivhojn the 'world is crucifed to me, and I
am crucifed to the world. What say you to th^^t now ?

4oa't talk of God's being your glory, if you don't love hi«
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eross. If God is our glory, we shall o^lory not only in

doing, but in suffering for him ; we shall glory in tribu-

lation, and count ourselves most highly honored when we
are called to suffer most for his great name sake. I

might enlarge, but you may easily judge by my poor fee-

ble voice this lust week, that neither my strength of voice,

or body, will permit me to be long to-night, and yet 1 will

venture to give you your last parting salutation ; and

though I have been dissuaded from getting up to preach
this night, yet I thought as my God v.as my glory, I

should glory in preaching till I died. O that God may be
ail our glory ! AH our own glory fades away, there is no-

thing will be valuable at the great day, but this. Thou art

my God, and thou art my glory. It was a glorious turn

Ihat good Mr. Shepherd of Bradford mentions in one of

his sermons, where he represents Jesus Christ as coming
to judgment, seated upon his throne, in a sermon preach-
ed before some ministers. Christ calls one minister to

him. Pray what brought you into the church ? O, says he,

Lord, there was a living in the family, and 1 was present-
ed to it because it was a family living : stand thou by,

says Christ. A second comes, Whut didst thou enter

the church for ? O Lord, says he, I had a fine elocution,
2 had pretty parts, and I went into the church to shew my
oratory and my parts : stand thou by, thou hast thy re-

ward. A third was called, and what brought you into the
church ? Lord, says he, thou knowest all things, thou
knowest that 1 am a poor creature, vile and miserable,
and unworthy, and helpless, but 1 appeal to thee my glory,
thou sittest upon the throne, that thy glory and the good
of souls brought me there : Christ immediately says,
Make room, men ; make room, angels, and bring up that

soul to sit near me on my tiirone. Thus shall it be done
to all that make God tlieir glory here below. Glorify
God on earth, and he will glorify you in heaven. Co?ne^

ye blessed of mij Father^ receive the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the nvorldy shall be your jior-

tion : and if so. Lord God Almighty make us content to

be viliRed whilst here, make us content to be despised
while below, make us content to have evil things spoken
of usj all for Christ's sake, yet a little while ; and Christ

Z
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^yill roil away the stone : and the more vro are honored

by his grace to suffer, the more we sliall be honored in

the kingdom of heaven. O that thout^ht I (.) tiiai blessed

thought ! I) that soul transporting thought ! it is enouf};h

to make us leyp into a fiery furnace ; in this spirit, in this

temper, may God put every one us.

if there he any of you that have not yet called God your
God, rauy God help you to do so to-night. When I was

reasoning wiihin myself, whetlier I should come up, or

tv'heiher it was my duty or not ? I could not help thinking,
'vho knows but God will bless a poor feeble worm to-night.

I remember, a dear friend sent me word after 1 was gone
to Georfiia,

" Your lust sermon at the Tabernacle was
'' blessed to a particular prison ;'* I heard from that per-
son to-day, and who knows but some may come to-night,
and say, I will go and hear what the b^i^jbler has to say ;

%vho knows but curiosity may be over-ruled for good f

uho knows but those that have served the lust of ihe flesh

£nd the pride, of life, for their god, may now take the Lord
to be their God ? O 1 if 1 could but see this, i think I

could drop down dead for ycu.

My dear Christians, will you not help me to-niciht, yoti

that go and call God your God ? go and beg of God for

me, pray to heaven for me, do pray for those that are in

the gall of bitterness, that have no God, no Christ to go
to, and if they were to die to-night, would be damned for-

ever. O poor sinner, where is your glory then ; where

is your purple and fine linen then ; your purple rol^es

will be turned into purple fiie, and instead of culling

God your God, will he damned with the devil : O think

cf your danger ! O earth, earth, earthy hear the ivord of the

Lord ! If you never was awakened before, may the ar-

rows of God, steeped in the blood of Jesus Christ, reach

your hearts now ! Think how you live at enmity uith

God, think of your danger every day and every hour, your

danger of dropping into hell ; think how your friends in

g!o) y will leave you, and may this consideration, under

the influence of the Holy Ghost, excite you torhuse God
for yoyr God 1 Though the sun is going down, though
the shadow of the ev<?ning is coming on, God is willing,

O man? God is willing., O womaa, to be a siancr's God,

i
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he has found out a way whereby he can be reconciled im-

yoa. I remember when I saw a nobleman coiulemned to

be bani^ed, tiie Lord Hit^h Stewart told him, that however
he vvas ohiiged to pass sentence on him, and did not know
that jusace would be satisfied but by the execution of the

law in this world, yet there mi[^iit be a way whereby jus-
tice mij^ht be satisfied and mercy take plac-e in another :

v/hen I heard his Lordship speak, 1 wished that he had

not only said, there might be a way, but that he had found

out the way wherein God could be jur,t,
and yet a poor

r.iui'derer coming to Jesus Christ should be pardoned.
You that can call God yours, God help you from this

moment to glorify him more and more : and if God bs

your God and your glory, I am persuaded, if the love of

God abounds in your hearts, you will be willing on every
occasion to do every thing to promote his honor and glory,
and therefore you will be v/illing at all times to assist and

help as far as lies in your power to keep up places of wor-

ship, to promote his glory in the salvation and conversion

of sinnei^s ; and I mention this because there is to be a

collection tins night ; I would have chose, if possible, to

have evaded this point, but as this Tabernacle has been

repaired, and a-b the expence is pretty large, and as I would
chuse to~ leave every thing unincumbered, I told my
friends, I would undertake to make a collection, that eve-

ry thing might be left quite clear : remember, it is not

for me, but for yourselves, I told you on Wednesday how
matters were ; I am now going a thirteenth time over the

water on my o\yn expence, and you shall know at the

great day what litlle, very little assistance I have had from,

those v/ho owed, under God, their souls to my being here :

but this is for the place where you are to meet, and where
I hope God will meet you, when I am tossing on the wa-

ter, when I am in a foreign clime. I think, I can say,

thy glory, O God calls me away, and as I am going to-

wards sixty years of age, I shall make what dispatch I

can, and I hope, if I am spared to come back, that I shall

hear that some of you are gone to heaven, or are nearer
heaven than you were. 1 find there is 701. arrears ; I

hope you will not run away, if you can say God is my glo-

ry, you will not push one upon another, as though you
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would loose yourselves in the crowd, and say nobody sees
me ; but does not God Almighty see you ? I hope you will

be ready to communicate, and when I am gone that God
"will be with you : as many of you will not hear me on

Wednesday morning. O may this be your prayer, O for

Jesus Christ's sake, in whote name I preach, in whose

strength I desire to come up, and for whose honor I de*

sire to be spent, O do put up a word for me, it will not

cost you much time, it w ill not keep you a moment from

your business ; O Lord Jesus Christ, thou art his God 1

and, Lord Jesus Christ, let him be thy glory ! If 1 die in the

•waters, 1 shall go by water to heuven ; if 1 land at the Or-

phan-house, I hope it will be a means to settle a founda-

tion for ten thousand persons to be instructed ; and if I go
by the continent, as I intend to do, I hope God will enable

me to preach Christ ; and if I return again, my life will

be devoted to your service. You will excuse me, I cannot

say much more, affection works, and I could heartily wish,
and I beg it as a favor, when I come to leave you, that you
v/ill excuse me from a particular parting with you ; take

my public farewel ; 1 w'iil pray for you when in the cabin,

I will pray for you when storms and tempests are about

me ; and this shall be my prayer for the dear people of

the,Tabernacle, for the dear people of the Chapel, lor the

dear people of London ; O God, be thou their God ! and

^ruit, that their God may be their glory. Lven so, Lor^

Jesus I Amen.
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From the Londcn Evangelical Magazine,

ADVERTISEMENT.

An Infallible Medicine for the cure of a dangerous Disor*

(ieV) to be had Gratis.

WHEREAS, a most violent and dungerous disease

has greatly prevailed in this neii^'hborhood, as v/ell as in

tnany other places, much resembling the plague : a friend

of mankind has thought it expedient to publish the foHow-

ing account of it, with its various symptoms and ciTects,

and to recommend a method of cure, which has neve?
failed in a single instance.

This disease has long been known among the learned

by a variety of names. The Greek physicians called it

Amartia. It may be discovered by the following symp-
toms. The head is always aiTected, particularly the eyes,
so that most objects are n^istaken for each other. The
understanding is cloudec!. The patient is sohietimes deaf
especially to certain subjects of di:icourse. The tongue
is so strangely disordeied, that it speaks perverse and
and blasphemous words. The patient has occasional fits

of lameness^ especially when it is proposed to walk to a

place of worship. But the heart is the principal seat of

the disease, from the affections of v/hich, the senses and
members are also disordered. This disease is, upon good
grounds, supposed to be hereditary, and may be tiaced

back to the common parent of mankind. It is therefore

universal ; so that there never was but one Man in the

world exempted from a taint of it.

The present effects of this disorder are very dreadful.

It sometimes produces a raging fever^ insatiable thirsty

and extreme restlss?iess. The mind is at times alarmed

and filled ^yith anxiety. The patient discovers /iridi-p

Z2
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e7ivy) malice^ coveioiis7iess, and deceit. His family, friends,

and neighbors, are frequently sufferers, as many in this

place can testify. Magistrates are sometimes forced to

interfere, and though they seldom attempt a cure, they

prevent his doing further mischief.

But the final consequences of this disease are formida-

ble in the utmost degree. Unless timely assistance be -

afforded (which must generally be in the early stages of

it,) the patient inevitably perishes. Death, dreadful death,

must ensue ; and that, attended with such circumstances

of misery, horror, and despair, that humanity is constrain*-

ed to draw a veil over the terrible scene.

It is necessary to add, that by far the greater part of

those on whom it preys, are utterly- insensible of their

condition, and unwilling to admit that they are ill. It is

probable that some who read this advertisement may feel

themselves angry with this representation of their case,

and be readv to throw it aside with disdain. A certain in-

dication thi's, that the patient is dangerously disordered.

But this may, at the same time, account for the general
and fatal neglect of applying in time to

THE PHYSICUK
This extraordinary Man is not indeed a seventh son^ but

the only Son of a most high and distinguished personage.
He was intended for the profession from his birth, and in

all respects properly qualified for it. His skill, tender-

ness, and care, were never impeached by any one of the

thousands of patients whom he has perfectly restored.

His practice has been incomparably extensive, and mil-

lions can testify, that by Him the blind have received

their sight, the lame have leaped as an hart, lepers have

been cleansed, the deaf have been made quick of hearing,

and many dead persons have been restored to life. After

a life of the most benevolent exertions, he was put to

death by the malice of some ignorant practitioners, wlio

envied his fame and success. However, the world still

reaps the benefit of that s/ieci/ic medicine which he prepa-
red Certain persons, appointed by him, committed bis

advice to writing, and have recorded it in a most excelleat
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family book, which has gone through a thousand editions,

and is commonly called

THE BIBLE.

Here we learn that sin is the great disease of the hu-

man race, that it has the most unhappy effects on the bo-

dies and souls of men ; that ii has introduced all the mise-

ries under which ihey groan- Herein also we are taught
that no man can cure himself of ihis disease ; and though
a muhiiude of quacks have recommended nostrums of

their own, there is only one medicine in the world that

can effect a cure.

Reader, go and learn what that meaneth : The blood of
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth from all si7i.

ANECDOTE.

THERE was^n Italian Bishop who had struggled

through great difficulties without repining, and who met
with much opposition in the discharge of his episcopal

function, without ever betraying the least impatience.
An intimate friend of his, who highly admired these vir-

tues, which he thought it impossible to imitate, one day
asked the prelate if he could communicate the secret of

being always easy ?
" Yes," replied the old man, *' I can

teach you my secret, and with great facility : It consists

in nothing more- than in making a right use of my eyes."
His friend begged him to explain himself *' Most wil-

lingly," returned the bishop.
" In whatsoever state I

am, I first of ail look up to heaven, and 1 remember that

my principal business here^ is to get there. 1 then look

down upon the earth, and call to mind how small a space
I shall occupy in it, when I come to be interred. I then

look abroad into the world, and observe what multitude*

there are, who are in all respects niore unhappy than my-
self Thus I learn where true happiness is placed, where
all our cares must end, and how very little reason I hav«e-

to repine or to complain."
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Elias Benjamin,
Lyman Bradley,
Ezekiel Bradley,
Ethel Baldwin,
David Bristol,

Phebe Bradley,
Sarah Curtis,

Samuel Downs,
John R Delavan,
William Glenney,
David B Ingersollj
Noah Kvlsev,
John J Minor,

Abigail Minor,^
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Caleb C. Northrop,
Newton Northrop,
Rev. Caleb Pitkin,

Samuel Peck, jr.

Isaac Piatt, jr.

Eliphalet Sanford,
"William Strong;-,

Samuel M Smiih,
William Tibbals,

Samuel 'i'ibbals,

Barnabas Woodcock.

Stratford.

Samuel Garlick,
Thaddeus Peck.

Bridg/ieort^
*

Joseph Backus,
Samuel Burr,
James CJ. Bishop,
Luther Broad well,

Barzill .i Benjamin,
Enoch Foote,
William GoodsiU,

Polly Tucker.

Oxford.

Joseph Tuttle, (10)
John Piatt.

Roxbury»
Rev. Zephaniah Swift,
Eli M Smith,
David Mallory.

Woodbury.
Gilbert S. Minor,
Seth Minor, jr.

Washington,
David Punderson.

Cheshire.

William Andrews
Warren Benham
Cyrus Baldwin
Solomon Brooks
Caleb Brockett
Amasa Clark

Perez Cook
Samuel Dickerxnatl
John Fields

Bethuel Flagg
Lyn.un Hull
William Hull

Ephraim Hough
William Hendrick
Silas Hitchcock
Amasa Hiichcock, jun.
Rufus Hitchcock
Samuel Hull, 3d.

Benoni Hotchkiss

Ephraim Hotchkiss
William Parker
Levi Munson
Albert Moss
Thomas Moss
Philander B. Roys
Benjamin S,)erry
Thaddeus Street

T.& C. A. Stanley
Leveret Watrous

Meridc72.

Christopher Atwater,

Benajah Andrews,
Ira Andrews,
Elisha Curds,
Patrick Clark,
John B Collins,

David Hout^h,

Theophilus Hough",
Huldah Johnson,
Caleb L^ewis,

Jairus B. Mix,
Cowles 8c Merriman,
Zera Merrittm,
Elisha Merriman,
Polly Olds,

Dyer Pearl,

Austin Tv/iss.
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Sout/itng'ton,

Samuel Andrews, jun,
Jaaies Allen,
Nathan L. Atwater,
John A. Buck,
Orrin G. Bronson,
Eli Barns,
Philo Burns,
Asa Barns,
Thaddcus Beach,
David Beach,
Phine as Clark,
Allen Clark,
Chester Copps,
George Duplex,
Samuel tlitchcock, jr.

Major A. Hall,

Jasper Johnson,
Asahel Langton,
Erastus Lincon, 8c co.

Moses Matthews,
Aniasa Matthews,
Amos Newton,
Orrin Pearl,

Rev. Wm. Robinson,
Luther Roper,
Russcl Roberts,
Sheldon Sperry,
John K.Smith,
Harvey \\ t ight.

Waterbury.
Samuel Atkins,
Aaron Benedict,
Levi Beardsley,
Harris Bronson,
Zenas Cook,
Wiiliam Comes,
Samuel Fiickox,

Chauncy Levvis,

Elijah Neitleton,
Lemuel Porter,
Truman Porter,

James C. Parker,
Anson Sperry,
Elis ha Stephens,
Austin Steele,
Clark Scott.

Watertoiun,

I. 2^ B. Deforest,
Rev. Uriel Gridley,
James Merriam.

Litchjidd.
Seth P. Beers,

Abig-ail Burnham,
Hannah Bishop,
Tobias Cleaver,
Horatio Day,
Joseph Fa:nam,
Simeon Harrison,
Isaac Jones, jr.

Ozi;is Lewis, --

Richard Leech, jr.

Benjamin Moore,
Ambrose Newton,
Timothy Peck,
Thomas G. Polk,
Thomas Trowbridge,
John Welch,
William Ward, jr.
James Waugh,
Oliver Goodwin,

Plymouth,
Leveritt Bishop,
Linus Fenn,
Ozias Goodwin,
Rev. Luther Hart,
Joel I^anffdon,
Rev. Roger Searle,
ApollOS Warner.

Bristol.

Phiio Frisbie,
Elisha Hotchkiss, jr.
Charles G Ives,
Daniel Junes,
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Eli Lewis, jr.

Josiah Read, (2)
Samuel Root,
Samuel Steele,

Nathan Wildman.

Middletown^

Calvin Cook,
Samuel Eelis, 2cl.

Thomas Hubbard,
John D. Jonnson,
Rev. John Kewley.
Mary P Pierce,
Richard Rand,
Thomas Sill,

John StiUman,
James Sherman,
William IrowbridgCj
Luzon Whiting.

East' Windsor,

Ebenezer Allen, jr.

Ebenezer Belknap,

Benjamin B.mcroft,
Darius Bciknap,
Chester Biodget,
Noah Barber,
Warren Barber,
Daniel Bissell, jr.

Anson Bissell,

Julius Burges,
Jonatlian Clark, •

Nabby CohQon>

Constant Crandal.

Oliver Darte,

Timothy Elsworth,
Ebenezer Hamlin,
Andrew M'Intosh,
William Kingsley,
Chester Lord,
Jeremiah Lord, jr.

Simeon Loomis,
Asahel Osborn,
Nathaniel Phelps,
John M' Thomson.

JEllington,

Roger Alger,
Rev Diodate Brockway,
Amos Dorman,
John Hall, Esq.
Thomas Kennedy,
Melatiah Mariin,

Joseph Turner,
Lemuel Warner.

Coventry,

Samuel Burdwin,
A Chamberlain,
Eleazar Hutchinson^
A'uasa Jones, 2d.

Godfrey Malbone,

Joseph G. Norton,
Williani Porter,

Ro swell Wright,
Joel Wright,
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IJJRTFORD^ Ct, George Church, Moses Goodv-in,
Henry Arnold, Emma Chipp, Daniel Hopkins,
John Allen, Arnold ChampUn, Susan Holcomb,
Reuben Allen, Asa Corning,
Roderick Allen, Levi Collins, jr.

James Anderson, Leonard Curtis,
Sarah Andrus, Achsah Cowles,
Anna Andrus, Hopey Carter,
James B. Allen, Chester Colton,

James B. Hosmer,
Elijah Hills,

Henry Holmes,
Elizabeth Hender,
Waller Holbrook,
Jona. Hartshorn,

Solomon Buckland,Alph. G.Collins, 4 Eben'r Hurlburt,
Horace Butler,
Waiter Butler,
Elvira Baxter,

Rodney Beckley,
Elnalhan Brown,
Allyn Bacon,
Cvhs. Brainard,

David Cadwell,
Barna Collins,

Joseph Colion,
Dorus Clark,
J. C. Cleveland,
Moses Cook,

Billings Hills,

James Hadlock,
James Hanmer,
Hudson Sc Good-

win, 1 3 copies,

Mary Hempsted,
Truman Crocker, Sam'l Humphrey,

Mary Hudson,Geo. Burnham, jr. Daniel Dewey,
John Bennett, Enoch Dewey,
Joshua Buckland, George Durric,
Jeremiah Brown, Nancy Dodge,
Henry Bailey, Anne Dougherty, Milton Jennings,
Roger Barrows, Enos Doolittle, David L. Isham,
Geo. Benton, J. L. Emmons,
Elizbeth Burnham,Wm, Elmer,
Wm. Benton, Alenson Elmer,
Patty Barnes, Rev. Abel Flint,

INIary-Ann Bishop, A. S. Fielding,
Eben. B. Brace, Chloe Filley,

Hopey Flagg,
Mehitabel Foster,
Jeremiah Fowler,
Erastus Flint,

George Flagg,
George Barnard, Cyrus Graham,C R, Com stock, Eph'm Goodwin,
Wm. Cadwell, Amos Gear,
Asher Coe, Edwin Gaylord,
Shubael Corning, Rachel Goodman, Sally Loomis',
George Catlin, Ozias Giiswokl, Plonor Lyman,
S. V/. Candee, T. S.Goodman, (4)M;iry Loomis,
J. M. Chenevard, Wai:, Griswold, Christian Mitchell,
Joel Carter, L. R. Giiswold, Clarissa Mor£rai),

A " '

Mercy Bray,
Edw. S. Bellamy,
Wm. H. Brace,
Samuel Bowles,
Sabin Burt,

*

*7
*

Miner Hilliard,

Sam'l Hurlburt, 2d.

Elizab. Hurlburt,

Abner Jones,
Wm. Johnson,
Silas W. Johnson,
Nathan Johnson,

Benjamin Johns,
Samuel Jones,
Alnheus Ingham,

Nabby Johnson,
Horace King,
Harriet Kilbcurn,
Elisha Knox,
Jacob Kellogg,
Bela Land fear,

Nathaniel Little,

Library Company,
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Talitha Meacham,Phillip Saunders, East-Hartford.
James May, jr. Jared Scarborough,A. Andrus,
Henry Morse, Harlow Spencer, Elisha Andrus, jr.
Lewis Mason, Lucius Shepard, John Arnold,

IVIary Miller, Orril Shepard, Joseph Brewer, .

Vv'm. Montague, Chester Seymour, Phinehas Burnham
Wm. Merit, R. G. Seymour, Job Beckwith,
Elisha Mix, Jerem'h Seymour, Betsey Bidwell,
John May, Michael Seymour, Lemuel Butler,
Lucius Nichols, Mary Seymour, Septer Brunson,
George Ormsbee, Levi Stillman, Henry Barrett,
\Vhite Osborn, Elisha Smith, Amos Buckland,

Sophia Osborn, Ebenezer Thomas,Leveret Bissell,

Henry Olcott, Turner Sc Sheiden,Ozias Bissell, 3d.

Amos Phelps, Nathan Tinker, Thos. W. Bishop,
Thos. Vv . PatnamjDavid Taylor, Ebenezer Bryant,
Francis Pratt, Lucy Terry, Chauncy Bryant,
Isaac Perkins, James Tisdale, Charles Bunce,
Noah A. Phelps, jr.Philip Vermillera, James Bidwell,
Hannah Pratt, Erastus Wheeler, Z. Bidwell, jr.

Mary Porter, John Wing, Zebulon Bidwell,
Geo, J. Patten, George W. Wells,Moses Bidwell,
Jabez Ripley, Thomas Wells, jr.Mary Bidwell,
Frederick Robbins,D. Worthington, Huldah Bidwell,
Rebecca Ripner, W. Wadsworth, 2dHez'h Burnham,
S. W. Riley, Samuel Wright, Lucy Bidv^'el!,

Simeon Rowley. Leonard Winship, Russel Cone,
Samuel Spencer, John Woodward, Samuel Chandler,
Benoni A.ShepardjSally Williams, Amos Cady,
Elizur B. Siiiith, Eunice Warner, Spencer Cady,
Hoel Smith, Eliziibeth Warncr,Stephen Cadwell,
Andrew Smith, Aaron Walker, Stephen Cowles,

Joseph Spencer, ]Menzies Webster,George Case,

Catharine SeymourJames Whitman, Timothy Cheney,
Ann Smith, Ebenezer Wells, Eli Coleman,
John T. Sickels, Ashbel Welis, Couch Sc Spencer,
Waller Skinner, George White, IVIurtin Cable,

Nancy Shepard, Martha B. Wells, Joseph Courrier,

Elizabeth Storer, Joshua M. Ycung, Perez Comstock,
Natlianiel Skinner, Seth Deming,^
Hannah Seymour, Timothy Deming,
J. T. Smith, John B. Demin^-,



SUBSCHISEnS NAMES. )Q3

Orrin Evins,
Eli Evins,
vTustin Easton, jr.

Thaddeus Fitch,

Elijah Forbes, jr,

Oliver Fenton,
Mabel M. Ford,
Wm. Goodale,
Susan Oilman,
Alva Giiroan,

Charles Lee,

George May,
John May,
Cyrus Morgan,
Daniel Marsh,

Timothy Murphy,
Amariah Miller,
Sam'l N. Mather,
Selah North,

Abigail Olmsted,
D. W. Gi'iswold, John Olcott,

George Griswold, Lordner Olcott,
Thos. Gulliver,
^ViIlard Goodale,
Clarissa Hills,

Sally Hills,

Henry Hayden,

John Olds,
John Porter,

Stephen Porter,
David Pitkin, 2d.

Richard Pitkin,

Pierpont HoHister,Ichabod Perry,
Josiah Bollister, Mehetabel Pitkin,
Daniel Hall,
Hosea Howard,
George Jones,
Bethuel Jones,

Chester Perry,

Joseph Pitkin,

Harry Peck,

Ely Pratt,

Damaris Judson, Job Porter,

Joseph P. Jones, Asalkel Porter,
Kichard Keeney, Abigail Roberts,
Samuel Kennedy, John Risley,
Samuel C. M'Kee, Henry Roberts,
Robert M'Kee, jr. Daniel Riiter, jr.
Anna Knox,
Austin Keeney,
Chs. Keeney,
Elijah M'Kee,
Samuel Knox,
J. Kilbourn,
John Kelsey,
John Kentfield,

Elijah Randall,
William Rich,
Theod. Risley, 2d.

George Rich,
Amb. Reynolds,
Theodore Risley,

George Runey,
James Symonds,

Library Company, John Spencer,
Benjamin Lyman, Jared Spencer,
Daniel Lyman, Thomas Spencer,
Wm. B.Lockwood,Benj. Symonds,
Calvin Luther, John Slate,

Aaron Steel,

Eldad Skinner,

Fanny Spencer,
Boaz A. Sterns,
Reuben Stedman,
Russel Svmon':,
Levi Smith,
Mabel W. Smith,
Anna Smith,
Abeal Taylor,

Chauncey Treat
John Vibbert, jr.

Lorain Vibbert,

Eliphalet Vibbert,
David Vibbert,

Lucy Wilkinson,

Mary Willys,
Edward Warren,
Hez'h Wadsworth,
Anson Wadsworth,
Roderick Walker,
Mary Warburton^
Minor White,
Rev. A, Yates.

JLast- IVijidsor.

Samuel Avery,
AVarren Barber,
Gideon Drake,
Elihu Drake,
Vv'olcott Drake,
W^arren Thomson,
Sarah R. Wells.

Vernon^

Samuel Pratt,

E. Remington,
Gideon Chappel,
Jabez Brownson,.
John Abbott,

Hope Tucker,
Alex. M'Lean.

£.llingtcm^

Chester Dart.
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S/iririgfield^ ATass

Julius Appleton
David Ames
Epaphroditus Alis

Amos Allen
Eliel Amudon
Arthur Andius
Oliver Allen
Abel Attieton

Alexander Allen
Daniel Adkins

Elijah Booth, (2)
Erastus C Baker
Edward Bliss

Sarah Burbank
Rex Burt

Henry Burt

Bathsheba Bliss

Sam eel Bliss

Johh Brewer

Eybeous Brown

Elijah Blake

Jonas Butterfield

Calvin Barrot

AVilliam Ball

Alfred Bales

Benj. A. Bennet

Abi[^ail Bonner
John Bruce

Wyatt Barlow
Walter Bates

Ebenezer Barlow

Aug. Burnham
Jolin Barlow

Henry Bell

Jo'ieph Banc^s
Elisha Batch

Pliney Bartlelt

Calvin Burt

William Bliss

Calvin Bliss

Wm. C. Bliss

.Esther Bliss

Moses Bliss, 2d
John Bridj^es
Abel Brown
Wm. Coolevj jr.

Laura Carew
James H. Clark
Anna Church
Elias Champion
Abel Clement

Henry Chapin
John Cook
Jas. Chapman, jr.

Abner Cooley
Seth Childs

Russel Curtis

Ethan A. Clary
Samuel Caswell
Joshua Crosby
Nancy Cooley
Isaiah Call

Jabin Curin

Japhet Chapln, jr.

Joseph Chapin
Ralph Chapin

AlbaFisk
Samuel Fuller

Lewis Foster

Uriah Ferre, jr.
Lewis Ferre
Giliis Frink

Cyprian Fairraan

Gideon Gardner

Parley Govenor
L Goodman, jr.

Frances Griswokl
Charles Howard
Robert Flitchcock

Heber Hitchcock
Jos. Hitchcock, jr.

Sophia Hall

Humphrey Hanson

Benj. Howard
Daniel Hartuny
John Hav.'kins

Tim,. Herington
Levi Hitchcock
Caleb Hall

Levi Hambliii
Levi Jones

Redexalana ChapinStephen Jones

Asa Chapin Parmenas King
Roswell Chapin
Calvin Cooley

Elijah Chapman
Wm. Collon

Samuel Carter

Robert Day
Julius Dart
Ebenezer Doane
Thomas Dodman

Alba Kimbol
John B. Kirkham
Wm. Lloyd
Oliver Lathrop
David Leonard
Joel Lackey
Chs. Lathrop
Sam'l B. Lathrop
Eli Moore
John MunaJohn S. Edwards,

Daniel Enderton, Justin Murphy-
Joseph W. Easty, Daniel Mills

Jacob Felt

Charlotte Fields

Sally Fill'^y

Joel Moody
Joel Miller

Mich. M'Kee, (2)
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Guy C. Noble

Cyrus Newell

Sylvester Norton
Oliver Newton
John Newberry
Rev. S. Osgood
Chester Osborne

Benj. Phelps
Jesse Pomeroy
Amos Putnam
Jonathan Pease
Gustavus Pinney
Mary Pilgrim
Joanna Pinks
Jonathan Packard
I^uther Pease
Samuel Patten

Asa Parsons
Jacob Perkins
Levi Pierce

Thos. Richards
H. Richardson
Alex. Rumvill
Chandler Rose

Joseph Roberts
Klias Russell

David Rice
Wm. Rogers
Thomas Rogers
George Reynolds
Joseph Robinson
Geo. Reynolds, 2d
James Sanderson

Quartus Stebbins

Silas W. Searle

Henry Stebbins

Aaron Spencer
Luther Sage
Elijah Snell

Martin L. Sikes

David Sikes, jr.

Calvin Sanderson

Henry Starkey
Silas Smith
John Stephenson
Samuel Spalding
Calvin Sears

Reuben Sanders
Eli Stephenson
Philip Smith, jr.

Samuel Taylor
Benj. S. Tufts
Abner Tibbals

Silas Tem.ple
John Thayer
Elihu Trask
Norman Trask

Cyrus Tracy
Gad Vanhorn
Luther Vanhorn
F. White (2)
Alford Warriner
Luther Wardwell
Theod. Warriner
Martin White
Anson Wolcott
Zebina Walker
Charles Wood
A. B. Wadsworth
W. Wilder
Preserved White
Luther Wood
Nathan M. \Vood
Richard Walkley
John Wood, 2d
Joel Wright
Fanny Warriner
Hannah Ward
Eli W^aste, jr.

T. Worthington
H. C. Washburn

Wilbraham.
Calvin Brewer
Joshua Clulds

A 2

M)rthamfiton, Ms,
Louis C. Allen

Mary Alexander
Juna Allen

Joel Atkins
Anna Bingham
Elisha Babcock
Martha Barnard
Geo. Bridgman
Elisha Burt
Ira Bradley
James Clapp
Eben'r Campbell
Joseph Cook
Pollina Clapp
Wm. Clark
Eli Clark
Samuel Cox
Lemuel Clapp
Erastus Clark
Jane Clapp
Lucretia Clark

Sophia Clapp
Caleb Clapp
Thomas Clapp
Darius Clark
Elihu Clark
Abel Church
Jerusha Clark
Isaac Curtis

Erastus Clark
Kenaz Clark

Benj. Cargill, jr.

John Deak
Fred. Dickinson
Josiah D wight
Josiah Dickinson
Cecil D wight
Luther Davis
David L. Dewey
Timothy Everett

Elisha Edwards
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David Edwards
Gideon Edwards
Julius Edwards
V/m. Edwards

Hervey Frink

Nathan Flagg
Thorndike Felton

Thos. Finigan
John A. Gere
A. Humeston,
John Huntington
A. R. Hamilton
John Howland. jr.

Alex. Hayden
G. Hatheway
Elijah T. Hayden
David Judd
Asa Jones
John Kirk
John King
Daniel King
V/m. M, Knapp
John Little

Asahel Lyman
Abel Marsh

Sally Megillis
Elisha Mather

Gracey May
Levi Naramore
Wm. W. Partridg
Seth Pomeroy
Lucy Phelps
Julius Phelps
Josiah Parks

John C. Pratt

\Vm. Rose
John C. Reynolds
John Russell

Levi Russell

Vv'm. Rand
Lewis Strong

Joitph Strong

Dotia Sears

John Symmes
Samuel Stebbins

Joseph Strong, 2d

Elihu Strong
R. Starkweather
Sarah Strong
Asenath Sanford

Eunice Strong
Experience Smith
Nathan Tanner
Lucv Waldo
Daniel Wright
Chester W^hite

Eunice Waterman
Job White
Daniel Waliis, jr.

Daniel \Veller

Oliver Warner
Timothy Wright

KasUmmfiton.
Caleb Alvord
Silas Brown

Mary Chapman
Fanny Chapman
Jared Clark

Elihu Clark

Uriel Clark

Simeon Claik

eNancy Janes

Elijah Phelps, jr.

Levi-White

SoiLthamfiton,

Abm. Thorp
West- ^firingfield,

Solomon Ashley
Aaron Ashley
Eunice Ashley
Timothy Allyn
Seth Adams, jr.

Wm. B. BoUes

Sally Ball

Chs. Brackett

Hosea Bliss

Tryphena Bagg
Simeon Brooks
Aaron Bagg
Hiram Bagg
Stephen Bedortha
Jonathan Bedortha

Riley Chapen
Coleman Cook
M. Champion
Enoch Cooper
Rufus Cotton

Ambrose Couiton
Aaron Day
Mary ^"^ay

Rodney Day
Heman Day
Eleazer Day
Adar Day
Electa Day
Elihu Ely
Novatus Ely
Elisha Eldridge
Martin Ely

George Ely
W^aterman Elis

Mary Felt

Sarah Ferry
Amos Fanning
Nathl. Gaylord, jr.

Eliz. Grosvenor

Betsey Graves

Polly Hannam
Isaac Humeston

Nancy Harrison

Elizabeth Hanmer
Reuben Hazen
James Kent
Thad. Leonard
Edward Lathrop^

Lucy Leonard
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Betsey Leonard
Moses Meacham
Lucas Morgan
Claranda Merrick
Gaius Munger
J. W. Middick
Zardus Olds

Henry Palmer

Mima Smith Chester Williams
David Smith Lucinda Watson.

Timothy Whitman Belchertown.
Z. Wheeler Nathan Allen
Prissilla Waterman Elijah Alden

Westham^iton. Sally Atwood
Mason Abbey
Augustus Burton
Hezekiah Bush
Elizabeth Baker
Bela Barber

Elihu Hunt
Westjield.

Marinda A. Phelps Ann Griswold.

Lemuel Parker Williamstovjn,

Tirzah Purchase Stephen Hyde
Samuel Rogers Winchester^ jV.FI. J. Bridgman, jr.

Ransford Rogers Henry Smith. Wright Bridgman
John Rockwell Amherst^ Ma. Joseph Biodget
Betsey Rockwell Susan Ayres Elisha Billing
Jared Smith Hepsibeth Biodget Charity Clark
John Street Chs. Billings John Conkey, 2d
Aaron Scranton Mary Ccoley Rev. S. C. Cabot
Jared Smith, jr.

Seth Coleman, jr. •Ephraim Converse
Solomon Stebbins Enos Covvles

Lucinda Clapp
Enos Dickinson
Asa Dickinson
Nathan Dickinson

Jere Stebbins

Miner Smith.

Jesse Todd, jr.

Morris Tucker
Sam'l Smith, jr.

Dirick V'anhorn

White Sc Day
Roger Williams
Martin Wilson
B. Worthington

Martha Dwight
Thaddeus Fairfield

Margaret Gates

Abigail W.Graves.
Luther Holland

Simeon Dickinson Park Holland
Gad Dickinson

Fanny Franklin

Charity Fish

David Goodell
Eliz. Hastings
Martin KelloggI-.e\vis Wariner

Norman Wariner Mary Morton
Amb. WorthingtonGeo. Nutting
A. Worthington

Waterford,
Zebediah Bolles

David C. Brown
David Daniels

Ezra Keeney
Mary Rogers
Daniel Rodes

Sarah Paine
David Pomroy

Rev. E. Porter
Moses Stacy
Amasa Town
Nathan Tenny
Nathan Thayer
Eliab Washburn
Jonathan Wright

Deerjield.
Thomas Bardvvell

Thos. Bardwell, jr.
Rev. N. Perkins, jr.Nathl. Blanchard
Isaac Robins Erastus Grandy
Elizabeth Smith,
Rizba Stedman

Timothy Smith
Anna Smith

Benjamin Rogers J. Williams, jr.

John Giles

Solomon Moulton
Samuel Moulton

Cyrus Martindalo
Prudence Newton
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Seviah Nichols
David Phinney
Rufus Rice
Jesse Severance
Joel Sexton
Rev. S. Willard
Frank Wells.

Granby^ Mass,

Rodney Ayres
Calver Ayres
Doreas Avres
Enoch Burnett

Joshua Clark, jr.

Perez Cook, jr.

Jotham Clark

Israel Clark
'

Benj. Coats

Samuel Clark

Elijah Clark

Joseph Davenport
John Elder

Chester Ferry
Solomon Gray
Joseph Johnson
Samuel Kent

Joseph Mason
Clarissa Moody
Augustine Payne
Benoni Preston

Hannah Preston

John Preston, jr.

David Smith
Chester Smith

Naomy Scranton

Ruth W. Stebbins

Sarah Taylor
Hannah Tatman

Greenfield,
Anna Bascom

Elijah Howards

IJatf.eld.

Wits. Bardwell

Lebbeus Curtis

Wm. Cook
Pamela Dickinson
Seth Field

Solomon Graves

Timothy Graves
Hannah Graves

Euroclydon Geary
Levi Graves
Ruth Hubbard

Sibyl Hastings
Bethiah Knight
Nancy W. Knight
Chester Morton
Peter Oliver

Jonathan Porter

Lois Partridge, 2d

Betsey Partridge

Abigail Smith
Oliver C. Smith
Oliver Smith
Rufus Smith
Samuel Smith
Electa White
Lucinda Wait
Caroline Warner
Ebenezer White

Mary Wait

Hadley.
Levi Butterfield

Elihu Cooke
Solomon Cooke
Andrew Cooke
Silas Cooke
David Cook&
Robert Cooke

Harvey Dickinson
S. Dickinson
Cotton Dickinson
Samuel Eastman
Hosea Grover

Gam^iel Hooker

Benj. Hooker, jr.

Timothy Hopkins
John H. Jones
Dorinda Kellogg
Elizabeth Kellogg
Aannah Kneeland
Parthena Lovelane

Joseph Marsh
Jedediah Montague
Sylvester Smith
John Shipman
Elizabeth Smith

Joseph Smith

Fanny Seymour
Isabel Thompson
Elihu White
Submit Waliis
Elihu Warner
John Woodbridge,

South-Hadley.
Jesse Bellows
Reuben Burt
Josiah Bardwell
Hannah Browning
Jonathan Burnet
Enoch Chapin
Adam B. Cadwell
Eli Clark

Ester Collins

Eliza Collins

Abner Downing
Philah Frost

Moses Gaylord
Ithamar Goodman
Otis Goodman
David Hillyard
Daniel Moffatt

Betsey Nash

Mary Preston

Gerusha Powers
Reuben Parsons

Cyrus Preston
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Quartus Smith
Otis Smith
Justus Smith

Ralph Snow
Phimela Smith

Israel Allen

James Eldridge
Mary Hall

Eunice Latham
Silas Niles

Ralph Stebbins (6)Elijah Nev/ton
Enoch White Isaac Smith
Simeon White
John \Vright.

Long'Meadoiu.
Eliza Bowker
Gideon Burt
Gains Bliss

'

Lovisa Burt
Eunice Burt
Levi Baker
Isaac Corkins
Anne G. Colton

Wm. Colton, 3d

Dolly Coomes
Miniam Coomes
Silence Coomes

Abigail Corkins
Naomi Colton

Edmond Evarts

Elijah Field

Oliver D. Hawks
I. hi D. Gates
Samuel Morton
l^ois Newell
S. Fease
Anne Parker
R, H. Robbins

Nancy Silcock

Henry Wolcott.

Erastus Stoddard
G. Sc L Turner.

PlainJielcL

Job Angel
Samuel Backus

John White

Mary W^oodward
B. Wilkinson
Chr. A. Whilmaiv

SitfficUl.

Moses Austin
Thomas Austin
Ruth Austin
John Arnold
Elisha Allyn
Stephen Adams
Arab Adams

Augustus Bester Joel Ackley
Eunice Cutler Zebulon Adams
Edward Clark

John Cozzens
Joel Dimmick
John Dunlap
Ebenezer Eaton
Elkanah C. Eaton
Dr. S. Fuller

Dr. J. Fuller

Levi Gates
James Gordon, jr. David Cobb
Jonathan Goff Amos Cobb
Allen Harris

Nancy James

Lydid Ingraham
Lucy Johnson
Nathan Jordan

Wm. Jerington

Joseph B. Blodget
Roswel Brown
Jonathan Bement

Harvey Bissell

Peletiah Burbank
Francis Bliss

Joseph K. Bozrah
Ebenezer Chaplin
Elizabeth Clark

Lois Chapin
Peter M. Choice
John Dewey
Eli English
Samuel Eldridge
Sabrina Fuller

Edward LovegroveCiarissa Fuller

John Lester
Wm. Pierce

Lyman Parkes

Lexington^ Ms. Sanford Pearce

Abigail C. Smith Ransom Perkins

JVeiU'Salem, Ms. Wm. E. Robinson Epaph. K Granger
Samuel Crossett Ruth Smith Hannah Granger

Gales Ferry. A. Tourtellott Bildad Granger
Allen Sc Brown James Thomas Catherine Granger

Julius Prowler

Bildad Fowler, jun,

Apollus Fuller

Austin Gillet

Lavina Gillet

Alien 8^ Eyeritt liUther Thwin« Rufus Gibbs



10 SUBSCRIBERS NAMES.

Mabel Gundy S. Trumbull

>s'aomy Howe Gad Taylor.
Lorinda Hatheway Windsor,

Rufus Hatheway Benj. Allyn, 2d
S. Hatheway, jr. Chauncey Aifcrd

.. Joseph Harris Talcolt Allyn
'

Hez. Huntington Margaret Barl)er

David Hale
Ezra Hanchelt
Joel Hatheway
Anna Kent
Samuel Kent
Jonah King, jr.

Horace King
Leicester King
Epaphras King
Luther Loomis
Aseneth Lester
Martin Learned

Reuben Barber

Elijah Bridges
Abigail Brown
Elihu S. Benton
Geo. Belden
Isaac Chandler
Itliamar Cooley
Eph. Egelsions
Allyn Ellsworth

Wm. Howard
Keziah Hayden
Levi Hayden

Eusebieus Mather John Hayden
Abm. Marshall Sally Jacobs

Ebenezer Nichols Ashe? Loomis
Wm. Olds Lyman Loomis
Ebenezer Pomroy Normand Loomis
Oliver Pomroy James Loomis
Jonathan Pomroy Sabra Mather
Amos Pomroy
Seth Parsons
Levi Pease
John F. Parsons

Dolly M'Lean
James Porter

Lestes Pease

Kath'l W. Parkes

Stoughton Rising Betsey Phelps
I. Remington Ame Sheldon
Chloe Spencer Abel Strong
Hezekiah Spencer Horris Strong
Tirzah A. Smith Polly Skinner

Ichabod Smith, jr. Grove Taylor
Phineas Smith
Joshua Smith, jr.

Joseph Smith
Alfred Sikes

Daniel Sikes

Amos Sikes, jr.

Mercy Youngs.
Bozrah.

Jedidiah L Stark.

Buckland.

Urban k \V. Butler

Bolton.

Thaddeus A. Sikes Edmund Bliss

Elibha Bisby
Charles Gay
Nath. Hubbard
Samuel Marshall ,

Joseph Tucker
Tobe Talcott

Berlin.

Amadeus Botsford

John Goodrich

Elijah Nye.
Chatham.

John Richmond
Canterbury.

Samuel Barsto.

Enjield.

Mary Chaffee

S. A. Stillman.

Jiast-IIamfiton^ Ct^

Simeon Clark.

Groton.

Elijah Bailey

Noyes Barber
John Barber
Edward Jeffery
Daniel C. Lester

Maiy White. -

Glasteyibury.
Philenia Caswell
Sarah Curtis

S irah Eells

Roger L, Daniels

Henry Fox
Rev. P. Hawes
Eliphalet Howe
Onner Loveland
John Phelps
John Smith
Jedidiah Smith

Nancy Scott

Asa Talcotl

.Rachel Talcott

Calvin Wbiney.
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Providence, R. I.

Freelove Atwood
Wm. Allen
James Anthony, 2d
Samuel V. Allen
Artemas Brown
John Babson
Francis Baily
Nicholas Coffin
Samuel Coc
lihad Gary
Thomas Chase
Moses Chamberlain
John Cowen
Kobert G. Cary
Ahab Capron
Simeon Drown
Camfort Eddy
Israel Fenner
Shaddon Fish
T. & G. Gladding
Seth Hunt
Jeremiah Heath
Wm. R. Henry
John Lendenberger
Job Oiney
Elisha OJney
Moses Olney
Geo. R. A. Olney
Christy Potter

Thurston Pond
Wm. Pabodie
Charles Potter, 2d
John M Potter

Jason M. Pike
John Prerjtice

Bowse Potter

Waterman Powers
Thomas Rc} nolds

Wm. Sheldon
John I. Smith
Thomas Sprague
Silvester Sprague
Augustus Saun'iers

Thomas J^. Tuelis
Thomas Voax
Nathl. P. Whiting
Samuel We^tcott

Chs. Williams
Josiah VVhitaker.

New-London.
Enos Ayres
Amos Baldwin
Hubbel Brooks
Thomas S. Badet

Sally Beebe

Channccy Butler

Charles Butler

Alfred R. Beebe
Hanson Burdick

Mary Boltoo
Samuel Coit

David S. Powers

George Petter

Zebadiah Rogers
George Rogers
Isaac Rogers
Chs. Seabury
Nat. Sattonstall

James Stocking
Wm. M. Sistarr

Betsey Savage
Wm. Taylor
Wm. Tate
Stella Taylor
Rebecca Waterman.

Norwich.Christ'r Chipman
Ezra Cheesebrough Betsey Abbott
Rosater Chapman Samuel Allen
Esther Cad well Benjamin Chase
John Chapman
Julia Cornell
Amos Dexter

Betsey Douglass
John B. D'iker

Wm. Cleveland

Lydia Cogswell
Erastus Cooley
Samuel Case
Abby Case

Elizabeth DickinsonJ. Davenport
Mark Edgar Martin Efigerton
Silas Fish James Howard
Hannah Fargo EliphasHart
Boyington Fellows Mary Hyde
Matilda Fengar Elizabeth Hillhouse]"

Wm, Lee
Edward Lathrop
Andrew Lathrop
Carpenter Morse

John Fague
Aaron Forseth

Maryam Graham
John James
Geo. J. Jewett
Eunice Jtffrey
Gurdoi Kimbalt
David Leach
John Lenox
Thomas Lewis
Peles Lewis

Wm Mansfield
Samuel Manning
Silly H. Marsh
James Ripiey
Samuel Ripiey
Joseph Rogers
Elisha Tracv

Joseph B. Manning Mary Wilson
Amasa Miller John Yale
Olive Miner
Jej-em'iah Miner
John Mason, 2d
Eiisha Maynard
Ephraim H. Otis

Stephen Prenlice, 2d Nathan Babcock

David Yeomans.
Norvjich- Landing.
Betsey E. Adams
Soiornon Adarns

Stephi^n Brewster
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Wm. C. Boon
John Butter

Joseph Chester

Mary Comstock
H. S Champlin
John P. Chapman
Eunice Denniss
Zaciiariah Dunham
Thomas Dike
Hannah Davison
James Fowler
James Fibmore
Ebenezer Hobbard
Eoenr. Hemstead
Nat Herrick
Eunice King
Lucy Leffingwell
John Murray
Nancy Moure
Lucy Parrish

Nathan Story
Clark Somers
Azel Tracy
Jedidiah VVillet

Ebenezer iVilson.

Montville.

Sally Fox
Wm. Hillhouse 2d

Peggy Hill

Edgecomb Lee
Andrew Maples
Henry Maynard
Asahel Otis

Nathaniel Otis

Nathaniel Pans
David Patten
Wm. Preston

Eliph. C. Parker
Oliver Raymond
Phineas Rogers
Christ. Raymond
Josiah Raymond

Rufus D. Taylor
Gales B Tanner

Randolph Taylor
Warner Weaver

Mary Wihon.
Lisbon.

Darius Bottom
Joel Hyde.

Lebanon,

Betty Hail

Daniel Marsh, jr.

Litchfield.
Oliver Goodwm,

Hebron.
Pierce Darrow
Nathan Smith.

MarlboroughMuUord Raymond
Daniel F. RaymondSylvester Gilbert

Oliver Raymond Mansfield.
Jehiel Rogers
Azel F. Rogers
Samuel Rogers
Jewett Raymond
George Raymond
Jonathan Rogers
Marv Rogers

Rev. Abishai Alden John Smith 2d
Pason Allen Sabin H. Smith

Benjamin Bradford Buril Thompson
John Beebe
A. F. Bradford

Bridges Bradford
Daniel Baker

Abigail Baker
Nathaniel Bradford
Elisha Baker

Isaac Turner
Williard Wickwire
Marvel VVneelock.

Preston, Jezvett City.
Allen Anderson

Henry Church
Chs. Fanning
\\ m. FieldWm. Bradford

Joseph L. ChapmaaSamnci Green
Solomon R. ChapnelWiiber Gardner
Nathaniel ComstockMarinus W. Hudson
Phin. Crandall, jr. John Keigweq
Jared Conjstock
Jemima Comstock
Lucy Dolbeane
Sarah Dolbeane
Elisha Dolbeane
Christ. Dolbeane

Henry Lathrop
Jeremiah Phillips
Daniel Palmer
Walter Palmer
James Read, 2d
Russel Stark

(6)

Samuel Turner
Arnold Hosmer.

Middletoivn,
John Spear.

iVethersfietd.

Joseph Geodrfch

Benj. Taylor.
IFindliam.

George Welch.

George Dolbeane Benj. Tibbits
^'
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